
 
 

Observer Report 

Month/Date/Year  5/3/2021 

City Council Regular 

Member attendance:  

Marty Maloney, Mayor, John Moran, 1st Ward Alderman, Maureen Hartwig, 2nd 
Ward Alderman, Gail Wilkening, 3rd Ward Alderman, Robert Shubert, 4th Ward 
Alderman, Charlie Melidosian, 5th Ward Alderman, Marc Mazzuca, 6th Ward 
Alderman, Marty Joyce, 7th Ward Alderman 

Staff Attendance:  Joe Gilmore, City Manager, Brigid Madden, Adam (legal) 

Other staff present:   

Media coverage? Not sure 

Was there a quorum? Yes 

Number of Attendees Unknown 

Was the agenda 
posted in advance? Yes 

Sufficient time for 
public comments? Yes 

Controversial 
Topics/Greatest 
Concerns 

Appointments to Boards and Commissions - two women were appointed to the 
following commissions: Board of Fire and Police and Civil Service Commission. 
 
Public Comments: 
Nick Millissis (prior 2nd Ward alderperson, lives outside Park Ridge boundaries 
now) provided public comment at 1:46 mins. A send off to Roger Shubert was 
his main reason for calling in.  
 
Joan Sandrik (5th Ward) provided public comment - she wants ward boundaries 
to change. 5th ward has had a building "boom" which is affecting other wards. 
"Should be a priority sooner, rather than later. Needs to be done." 
 
Ginger Pennington (resident) urged the newly seated council to set very clear 
guidelines for the commission chair responsibilities going forward so that any 
subjective judgement of one person doesn't "drive the bus." She remarked that 
this needs serious consideration and that more caution is needed in the future.  
 
Amanda Madsen (resident) was checking in about her "urgent" concern about 
legislation currently happening in the Senate (HB2379) - which will allow 
Telecom to take local control away from installing 5G cell towers. She thanked 
Joyce, Shubert and Maloney for replying to her email. She asked whether or not 
Mayor Maloney has been able to speak with Senator Murphy yet. Maloney 
replied "not yet." Madsen requested again that he contact her on behalf of our 
community. 



 

Controversial 
Topics/Greatest 
Concerns 

Proclamation was read about upcoming Keller Williams Red Day on May 13th - 
Associates of Keller Williams will beautify Avenues to Independence group 
homes + also volunteer at their shop. The day is set aside to renew and donate 
within the communities in which Keller Williams Associates serve.  

Controversial 
Topics/Greatest 
Concerns 

Sal Raspanti (City Clerk) will move into his office this Thursday (when Betty has 
moved out). He requested to move in ASAP and was told to hold off til the space 
was clear.  

Any topics relevant to 
LWVPR positions? 

LWVPR recently submitted a public comment about supporting Affordable 
Housing in town. The following members of the Council needed to make a 
disclosure at the onset of the meeting upon advice of the City's Legal Council to 
comply with the current City's Code (Code 2-5-3G2) about email exchanges 
they've had with various commissions - including P&Z and the deliberative 
process related to the DRAFT Comprehensive Plan (still making decisions 
related to Affordable Housing and Land Use): Moran, Melidosian, Wilkening, 
and Mazzucca made disclosure statements.  
 
In sum: The above Council Members provided personal statements that 
asserted that they do not believe that their correspondence was nefarious and 
specifically wasn't about the "substance" of the Comp Plan. They asserted their 
communication was solely to assist the P&Z Chair/Commission and lend 
support in order to help it function properly. 

Were members civil to 
each other and the 
public? Yes 

If no, explain:  

Officials attentive and 
alert? Yes 

Facilities (select any 
deficits)  

Any other 
observations about the 
meeting? 

Oaths of Office were taken at this meeting: Maloney, Raspanti, Harrington, 
Biagi, Sanchez. Each were then invited by the Mayor to say a few words after 
their oath. Resolutions were made for each outgoing member of Council as well. 
The Mayor provided comments from colleagues for each outgoing member. 
Moran, Joyce and Wilkening gave additional remarks. These made for quite a 
lengthy meeting. Reports of City Officials started at 1 hour mark. 
 
There was a discussion about the process for selecting Committee Chairs and 
Liaisons to Boards, Commissions, and Committees which will happen in 2 
weeks. The Code says the Mayor makes appointments with consent of Council. 
Plan is to take a vote amongst the council. There was an email sent by the 
Mayor requesting that Alderpeople express "interest" so that there can be a 
discussion to fill the positions before the vote. 
 
There was a return to in person meetings discussion (to have it in a safe fashion 
and also offer a hybrid structure). They decided to start allowing a hybrid 
meeting on 5.17 (bc 5.10 looks to be a heavy agenda). Council members gave 
personal remarks about the benefits to offer hybrid. Melidosian asked the 
question about long term allowing "remote" participation - re: public and council 



 
participation. Legal mentioned that legislation hasn't advanced about allowing 
elected officials to miss meetings (post pandemic) for reasons outside of the 
three stated eligible requirements for their remote participation. Though it was 
confirmed that if the Council decides to allow public remote participation post 
pandemic, there is nothing legally preventing that from happening.  

  

 


