
Observer Report

Month/Date/Year 5/16/2022

City Council Regular

Mark City Council Members that are present:

Marty Maloney, Mayor, Gail Wilkening, 3rd Ward,
Harmony Harrington, 4th Ward, Charles Melidosian,
5th Ward, Marty Joyce, 7th Ward, Sal Raspanti,
City Clerk

Mark staff members that are present:
Joe Gilmore, City Manager, Frank Kaminski, Police
Chief, Jeff Sorensen, Fire Chief, City Attorney

Other staff present:
Director of Community Preservation and
Development, Drew Awsumb

Media coverage? Not sure

Was there a quorum? Yes

Number of Attendees Many (20+)

Was the agenda posted in advance? Yes

Sufficient time for public comments? Yes



On the topic of Affordable Housing:
The Metropolitan Mayoral Council (MMC)
presented an explanation of their service they are
offering Park Ridge. If approved by the council,
beginning no earlier than late summer, the MMC
will undertake an analysis of the housing situation
in Park Ridge to identify our current levels of
housing stock, the needs of the community, and
local governmental policies relating to housing. This
will be accomplished through census data among
other data collection. This analysis would be
presented to "the community" (unclear if this would
be direct to council or to a public hearing of some
sort) to reconcile their findings with the city's
understanding of the housing situation.

Next, the MMC would facilitate a working group
comprised of various experts in this area of urban
development plus government officials and policy
makers from the region who have already
completed this process. This panel would generate
solutions to present to council that would address
the shortfall in our local affordable housing stock
under the IAHA. These solutions would also be
summarized in a final "plan" of 10-12 pages to be
given at the end of the process.

Director of CP&D, Drew Awsumb, mentioned that
our current assessment from IHDA is 8% and that a
new assessment would not be done until Winter23,
with useable data becoming available in 24. MMC
assured council that since they have a close
working relationship with IHDA, the new
assessment numbers from IDHA could be
seamlessly added to their findings. It was unclear if
this meant MMC's analysis would update the IHDA
assessment earlier than 23 or if MMC would update
their findings after IDHA data became available.



During council member Q&A, Ald. Melidosian asked
2 questions. The first question pertained to the
IHDA assessment and if it could proceed if PR
didn't know most current numbers. MMC said that it
could and that a more accurate and up to date
percentage would be part of their findings. This is
what prompted the aforementioned comment from
Dir Awsumb.

Ald Melidosian's second question pertained to
particular challenges to affordable housing (citing
being a landlocked mature community with higher
than average property values.) MMC
representatives said that it wouldn't be a problem
given their experience in this field. Many
communities in the Chicagoland area with similar
challenges were cited as examples, like Highland
Park, Naperville, and Glenview. It was repeatedly
emphasized that every community is different and
will have to address their own unique issues, but
that the panel of experts would come up with
multiple strategies to address the shortfall of
affordable housing stock.

The Director of CP&D also mentioned that this
would be grant funded by MMC, so would cost Park
Ridge little. And the final product would help create
an Affordable Housing Plan for the city that would
either be folded into the current Comprehensive
Plan or run alongside it. This concept was not
elaborated on.

Topics of Note/Interesting Topic x

Topics of Note/Interesting Topic x

Time-sensitive topics

Any topics relevant to LWVPR positions? Affordable Housing

Were members civil to each other and the public? Yes

If no, explain:

Officials attentive and alert? Yes

Facilities (select any deficits) x

Was the agenda followed as it was published? Yes



If agenda was not followed as it was published,
describe why:

Any other observations about the meeting?

What time did meeting adjourn? 9:30:00 PM


