
 
 

Observer Report 

Month/Date/Year  6/7/2021 

City Council Regular 

Member attendance:  

Marty Maloney, Mayor, Sal Raspanti, City Clerk, John Moran, 1st Ward 
Alderman, Fred Sanchez, 2nd Ward Alderman, Gail Wilkening, 3rd Ward 
Alderman, Harmony Harrington, 4th Ward Alderman, Charlie Melidosian, 5th 
Ward Alderman, Rick Biagi, 6th Ward Alderman, Marty Joyce, 7th Ward 
Alderman 

Staff Attendance:  
Joe Gilmore, City Manager, Frank Kaminski, Police Chief, Adam (legal); Paul - 
Fire Dept.  

Other staff present:  Lisa, Brigid Madden, Rich Peters, Wayne Zingsheim  

Media coverage? Not sure 

Was there a quorum? Yes 

Number of Attendees Unknown 

Was the agenda 
posted in advance? Yes 

Sufficient time for 
public comments? Yes 

Topics of 
Note/Interesting 
Topics 

During approval of May 10th minutes, resident Nan Parson, requested that two 
items that she discussed on May 10th be added to those minutes. She urged 
the new City Council to address issues of inclusion, equity and justice and also 
to include a statement she read in support of former Alderman Mazzuca's 
support for a beloved community.  
 
Under Planning and Zoning discussion, there were two topics discussed.  
1) Approve the first reading of ordinances granting a special use for a 
medical/dental clinic (physical therapy and chiropractor) at 36 Main Street (SU-
21-0003): Dr. Alex Park, owner, requested waive of first reading. Adam, legal, 
explained that city ordinance requires that there are two readings; therefore, 
City Council needs to approve waive of first reading. After statement by Dr. Park 
and discussion/ questioning, City Council approved waiving first reading. Public 
comment made by Dr. Ellsworth (business at 32 N. Main Street) indicated that 
he is concerned about public parking. Alderman Sanchez asked if emergency 
council meetings ever take place, and Mayor Maloney said yes it is possible. All 
7 City Council members approved waiving the first reading and subsequently, 
approved the special use.  
 
2) Approve the first reading of ordinances granting a special use for a personal 
services establishment at 36 Main Street (SU-21-0003): Rich Peters advised 
that a special use is required because it is on the ground floor, Dr. Kathryn 
Podgorny gave detailed business information. All 7 members approved special 
use.  



 

Topics of 
Note/Interesting 
Topics 

Under Mayor's report, all 7 members approved a resolution extending the 
declaration of a local State of Emergency in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. The Mayor will issue a Proclamation in recognition of the National 
Association of Down Syndrome’s 60th Anniversary personally on Friday.  
 
City Clerk Raspanti discussed upcoming election in 2022. General election will 
be held on November 8, 2022. State legislature was passed last week that the 
primary election which was scheduled for March 15th, now will take place on 
June 28, 2022. This is part of an comprehensive election measure so people will 
be able to receive mail in ballots more easily. The legislature also addressed 
making curb side voting permanent and setting up voting centers where they 
could vote regardless of precinct. It includes making Election day a state and 
school holiday. More information will be forthcoming as to how it effects Park 
Ridge elections. City Clerk Raspanti is pursuing his municipal clerk certification. 
He stated that his FOIA and IOMA training is on hold, Attorney General website 
is down.  
 
Alderman Melidosian asked City Attorney Adam about the Governor's phase 5 
reopening and how it effects public meetings. City Attorney Adam stated that 
there was legislature that would allow for a continuation of hybrid meetings for 
elected officials after pandemic ends but it did not pass. Elected officials will be 
required to attend in person and could only participate remotely under the 3 
ways as listed in the Illinois Open Meetings Act. As a courtesy, the City of Park 
Ridge can allow the public to still participate remotely. Discussion took place 
about what constitutes violations of the Illinois Open Meetings Act. Discussion 
also took place regarding closed session meeting minutes being released semi-
annually.  
 
Several residents addressed the City Council on non-agenda items. Two written 
statements were submitted by Commissioner Mills and resident Pennington and 
are included in the agenda and posted online. Several community members 
addressed City Council in person including the following individuals:  
Becky Mills indicated that she is Commissioner of Planning and Zoning and the 
O'Hare Airport Commission. She would like to summarize her letter and indicate 
main reasons for writing. Her letter raised concerns regarding transparency and 
communications, a need for more formal direction from P& Z Commission to city 
staff, and an honest and fact based debate about housing for the 
comprehensive plan, when it resumes.  
 
Ginger Pennington indicated that she is concerned with the large amount of 
email communications done behind the scenes with P&Z Chair and some City 
Council members. She expressed her concern over trust and fairness with City 
Council. Further comments were made in regards to comprehensive plan and 
housing initiatives.  
 
Missy Langdon stated that she has attended all of Planning and Zoning 
meetings on the phone, expressed opposition to the two prior public comments 
that were comments related to the concerns over the process with the 
comprehensive plan. She also made additional comments in regards to 
communication.  
 



 
Will Gohl is concerned about the north Knight Street and Greendale intersection 
and the lack of stop signs at that intersection. He was at a previous City Council 
in 2019 with the same concern. His request for stop signs was denied then. 
Yesterday another serious car accident took place at that intersection resulting 
in injury/ hospitalization and a car thrown near a home. He has 43 signatures of 
neighbors supporting the installation of stop signs as well as the police report 
and previous correspondence to provide to Council requesting that they urgently 
consider installing stop signs at this intersection.  
 
Madeline Heller came to the podium and is asking for approval for a private 5 
minute firework show for her wedding at the Park Ridge Country Club. 
Discussion and questioning took place including Paul from Park Ridge Fire 
Dept. The request had been denied by the Park Ridge fire department.  
 
Sarah Nugent made a public comment on behalf of the League of Women 
Voters of Park Ridge, more details below.  
 
Kristin Berg gave thanks to Commissioner Mills for her comments. She 
expressed her concern over missteps and attempts to negotiate behind the 
scenes, outside of regular protocol and possible violation of the Open Meetings 
Act between P&Z and some members of City Council. She stated that elected 
and appointed officials should be transparent, open and objective for the 
Comprehensive Plan process and all processes, especially for the housing 
discussion to find areas of agreement.  
 
Karen Hein commented about stop signs on Knight street. The safety of all 
residents are extremely important. A similar situation occurred on Cedar and 
Hamlin, where several accidents occurred. Stop signs were installed and made 
a difference.  
 
Nan Parson gave a meeting invitation to all City Council members for an 
affordable housing presentation given by Action Ridge on Thursday, June 10th.  
 
After public comments were completed, Mayor Maloney in the Mayor's report 
initiated a robust discussion in regards to City Council liaisons to the city 
commissions, boards and committees. Alderman Harrington gave input as well 
as Alderman Melidosian as to whether it is necessary for City Council members 
to be liaisons. Alderman Sanchez and Alderman Biagi gave input from their 
experiences from School District D64. Adam from legal gave input as well. 
Ethics considerations were discussed. City Council liaisons should be the ears 
of the Council not a voice of the Council. Alderman Moran and Alderman Joyce 
also gave information from their experiences as liaisons. Further discussion will 
still take place regarding staff liaisons and City Council liaisons to the 
commissions. Resident Missy Langdon, a member of ZBA indicated that it is 
beneficial to have a City Council liaison for Z&P and ZBA as those are statutory.  

Topics of 
Note/Interesting 
Topics 

Wayne Zingsheim announced that the Uptown Parking lot is being resurfaced 
and should be completed by Thursday, June 10th  
Alderman Joyce announced that hydrant flushing begins tomorrow, June 8th.  
Alderman Moran indicated that the City is looking for volunteers for 



 
Commissions including Library, O'Hare Airport, Health and Youth. Deadline to 
apply is Friday, June 11th. Sustainability and Planning & Zoning will also need 
volunteers in the near future.  
Alderman Biagi has suggested that FIOA requests be available online for the 
public; he suggested including the amount of time and cost it takes staff to 
respond to FOIA requests. This would be similar to School District D64 and 
Alderman Biagi requested this be added to a future P&R agenda .  

Any topics relevant to 
LWVPR positions? 

Sarah Nugent, President of the LWVPR, gave a public comment via phone on 
behalf of the League. With a new Council seated the League would like to 
remind everyone of the importance of the relationship that the City Council has 
with the community. We would like to reinstate the standards of transparency, 
openness and effective two way communication between the Park Ridge 
community and the Council. Further comments were made in regards to public 
disclosures by four members of City Council and becoming a more forthright 
Council for the residents of Park Ridge.  

Were members civil to 
each other and the 
public? Yes 

If no, explain:  

Officials attentive and 
alert? Yes 

Facilities (select any 
deficits)  

Any other observations 
about the meeting? 

The agenda was changed during the meeting by Mayor Maloney, no objections 
were made by Council members. Two planning and zoning commission agenda 
items were moved ahead of the reports by the boards, commissions and 
committees. The agenda was changed again and city official reports were done 
before other agenda items. Many changes were made to the original agenda, 
but all agenda items were thoroughly addressed.  
 
The sound portion of the livestream was not working at the beginning of the 
meeting but was fixed in a timely manner.  
 
All City Council members were in person, but there was a livestream available 
and residents were watching virtually. Public comments were made in person 
and virtual.  
 
Meeting adjourned at 9:20pm and Council went into closed session.  

 


