
Observer Report

Month/Date/Year 7/5/2022

City Council Regular

Mark City Council Members that are present:

Marty Maloney, Mayor, John Moran, 1st Ward,
Fred Sanchez, 2nd Ward, Gail Wilkening, 3rd
Ward, Harmony Harrington, 4th Ward, Charles
Melidosian, 5th Ward, Rick Biagi, 6th Ward,
Sal Raspanti, City Clerk

Mark staff members that are present:

Joe Gilmore, City Manager, Frank Kaminski,
Police Chief, Jeff Sorensen, Fire Chief, City
Attorney

Other staff present: Yes, several

Media coverage? Yes

Was there a quorum? Yes

Number of Attendees Many (20+)

Was the agenda posted in advance? Yes

Sufficient time for public comments? Yes

Topics of Note/Interesting Topic The Seventh Ward seat remains vacant.



The Chief gave an update on the July 1, 2022
incident at Starbucks involving an off-duty
Chicago police officer. They are pulling
everything together for the case including
video footage from nearby businesses and
meeting with the Cook County State's
Attorney's Office on July 6, 2022. He asked
anyone who witnessed the event to please
contact the department.

Several citizens spoke during public comment.
Comments included:

-Several requests to charge and arrest the
officer
-Praise of the Park Ridge Police Department
-Criticism of the Park Ridge Police
Department
-Request for an update of the police
department’s communications policy
-Speaking out in support of the child and
family
-Reading the definition of “battery” from the
Park Ridge Code of Ordinances
-Several pleas to ensure justice is served; a
hope that the officer is held accountable; that
the officer is charged quickly
-A witness shared that what happened is
worse than what the video captured; the
off-duty sergeant followed the children
-Noting that any citizen who put their knee on
a child’s back would be arrested immediately
-Several recommendations from a
representative of the Niles Youth Coalition,
including shifting funds for a systemic solution
-If we do nothing, we’ve failed our black and
brown children of the community, and that
failure spreads



-Noting the use of a banned / nationally
discouraged restraint

-Several comments mentioning this is a
time-sensitive issue. A plea for the City to
share with the community a timeline for when
this will be addressed. Kids learn by example
and we are showing them it’s ok to assault
someone and walk off without consequence
-Encourage the community to consider ways
we can proactively identify people of the first
responders community dealing with repetitive,
difficult traumatic things in their work life and
get them the support they need
-A plea for the Chief to publicly share why the
sergeant wasn’t arrested immediately
-Disappointment action wasn’t taken on the
scene; the video of the knee on the back is
enough
-A woman who identified herself as Puerto
Rican who moved here in 2017 shared several
instances of why she and her family do not
feel like they belong here
-In order to get respect, you have to give
respect. Youth aren’t respected
-A plea for healthy spaces and events for
teens

Link:
https://parkridge.granicus.com/player/clip/222
9?view_id=1&redirect=true

Topics of Note/Interesting Topic

They voted to amend the Zoning Ordinance to
allow the construction and operation of a
Ronald McDonald House within the children’s
floor of Lutheran General.

Time-sensitive topics

Yes. An off-duty Chicago police sergeant
kneeled on child's back and five days later
was not charged. Members of the community
noted the time sensitivity of this issue several
times during public comment.

Any topics relevant to LWVPR positions? Yes

Were members civil to each other and the public? No

https://parkridge.granicus.com/player/clip/2229?view_id=1&redirect=true
https://parkridge.granicus.com/player/clip/2229?view_id=1&redirect=true
https://parkridge.granicus.com/player/clip/2229?view_id=1&redirect=true


If no, explain:

One member of the public was observably
intoxicated and shouted out from the audience
at the Mayor and Chief Kaminski multiple
times.

Officials attentive and alert? No

Facilities (select any deficits) Couldn't see officials

Was the agenda followed as it was published? Yes

If agenda was not followed as it was published, describe
why:

Any other observations about the meeting?

Some members of the City Council did not
look at each person speaking during public
comment. They looked at some and put their
heads down for others.

What time did meeting adjourn? 9:31:00 PM


