
 
 

Observer Report 

 

Month/Date/Ye
ar  8/15/2022 

City Council Regular 

Mark City 
Council 
Members that 
are present: 

Marty Maloney, Mayor, John Moran, 1st Ward, Fred Sanchez, 2nd Ward, Gail 
Wilkening, 3rd Ward, Charles Melidosian, 5th Ward, Rick Biagi, 6th Ward, Mwende 
Lefler (2022 appointed replacement), 7th Ward, Sal Raspanti, City Clerk 

Mark staff 
members that 
are present: 

Joe Gilmore, City Manager, Frank Kaminski, Police Chief, Jeff Sorensen, Fire Chief, 
City Attorney 

Other staff 
present:  

Wayne Zingsheim-Public Works, Drew Asumb - Community Preservation and 
Development, Chris Lipman - Finance Director, Sarah Mitchell - Civil Engineer 

Media 
coverage? Yes 

Was there a 
quorum? Yes 

Number of 
Attendees Many (20+) 

Was the 
agenda posted 
in advance? Yes 

Sufficient time 
for public 
comments? Yes 

Topics of 
Note/Interestin
g Topic 

There was a Strategic Plan Presentation: 2023-2026 
 
City of Park Ridge's next steps: hire a graphic design firm for visual representation of 
the vision and mission and update a quarterly dashboard for plan details to be 
communicated publicly. The Plan's Mission: “Building on the best of Park Ridge”. The 
Plan's Vision: “Enhancing our community through excellent city services, economic 
development, and quality of life in balance with the city’s historic character.”  
 
Alder Moran: How do we judge/measure what it is that we will be accomplishing? 
Answer from City Manager: We will set short and long term goals - these will be 
included as part of the plan rollout. Details, timeline and budget will be dealt with via 
workshops in future process. 
 
https://parkridge.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=1&event_id=20231&meta_id=
103225 



 

Topics of 
Note/Interestin
g Topic 

There was a discussion of the City Council meeting schedule modifications that they've 
piloted over the last few months. According to City Manager, this has allowed for 
efficiency + transparency, alders to be able to attend other community meetings and 
these meetings weren’t extremely long etc. City Manager was seeking consensus from 
the council on one of three meeting options that was in the packet. Alder Moran 
suggested this same trial period/cadence last though end of the year, then vote.  
Alder Melidosian asked what other communities do (2mtgs/month?) City Manager: 
Other communities often bring things to council for first and final readings (but Park 
Ridge usually offers a 2nd reading, thus more meetings.) Alder Biagi commented he’d 
like to give the trial a bit more time before deciding officially. They voted unanimously to 
keep the 2 meeting date/month through Dec and will decide in Dec about its 
continuance. 
https://parkridge.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=1&event_id=20231&meta_id=
103213  

Topics of 
Note/Interestin
g Topic 

Some new items were presented to council (on top of what they are voting on tonight) - 
presenters made arguments for changes they'd like to see in a Special Use Permit for 
Adult-Use Cannabis Dispensing Organization at 1036 Higgins Road. They were urging 
council to consider the facts in their presentation before the vote.  
 
A project manager representing the dispensary ownership passed out images/packet 
for all of council to consider during the presentation. The bullet points of the 
presentation all focused on increasing the hours of operation. They provided data on 13 
dispensaries' hours of operation, 11 of which are open until 9:30 p.m. (This information 
was not made public before the meeting - it was new for the council's consideration and 
not available to the public) 
 
Council had little to no comments after the presentation. No motions were made to 
amend what is in front of them regarding the dispensary hours - hours were approved 
two weeks ago. Alder Biagi questioned the “objective data” that was presented tonight. 
For example, he referenced Google data about surrounding dispensaries and busy 
times which were different than what the presenters provided. The motion passed as 
written: the permit is granted with operating hours of 10 a.m. to 8 p.m. 

Time-sensitive 
topics 

Starbucks Incident: off-duty officer pinned a 14 year old boy to ground on July 1st - no 
charges have been filed. 

Any topics 
relevant to 
LWVPR 
positions? 

During Public Comment a resident addressed the Council and wanted to acknowledge 
that he believes that PR Police did work appropriately in response to the Starbucks 
incident. Still believes we need to demonstrate that this community is interested in 
justice for its citizens. Cited examples of having received information in other cases 
much sooner - believes it should not be taking this long. He requested that the Council 
ask the State's Attorney to send a representative to the next meeting so Park Ridge can 
get an understanding of where this matter stands.  
 
It was stated by Mayor Maloney that the States Attorney's office is working on the 
Starbuck’s incident and was invited to the meeting tonight but Park Ridge did not 
receive a reply/the State's Attorney's office declined attendance. Park Ridge 
acknolwedged there is a delay in getting the charges filed. One witness was being 
interviewed tonight (PR staff and State's Attorney offices are in attendance at that 
interview). 
 
Resident and LWVPR Member, Nan Parson, submitted public comment to City of Park 



 
Ridge and touched on the importance of increasing Diversity, Equity and Inclusion 
efforts and affordable housing (both are LWV pillars of action) in the comprehensive 
plan. 
https://parkridge.granicus.com/MetaViewer.php?view_id=1&event_id=20231&meta_id=
103287 

Were members 
civil to each 
other and the 
public? Yes 

If no, explain:  

Officials 
attentive and 
alert? Yes 

Facilities 
(select any 
deficits) no issues 

Was the 
agenda 
followed as it 
was published?  Yes 

If agenda was 
not followed as 
it was 
published, 
describe why:  

Any other 
observations 
about the 
meeting? none 

What time did 
meeting 
adjourn? 8:33:00 PM 

 


