
Observer Report

Month/Date/Year 7/18/2022

City Council COW

Mark City Council Members that are present:

Marty Maloney, Mayor, John Moran, 1st
Ward, Fred Sanchez, 2nd Ward, Gail
Wilkening, 3rd Ward, Harmony
Harrington, 4th Ward, Charles
Melidosian, 5th Ward, Rick Biagi, 6th
Ward, Sal Raspanti, City Clerk (At the
time of publishing this report, LWVPR
form needed to be updated with newly
appointed 7th Ward Alder, Mwende
Lefler - present)

Mark staff members that are present:
Frank Kaminski, Police Chief, Jeff
Sorensen, Fire Chief

Other staff present:

Media coverage? Not sure

Was there a quorum? Yes

Number of Attendees Many (20+)

Was the agenda posted in advance? Yes

Sufficient time for public comments? Yes

Topics of Note/Interesting Topic

> Discussion about Police Sally Port
Addition - Though many projects
recommended by Life Safety study were
completed at City Hall, the Sally Port
was still to be completed. Proposed
2017 budget was $350,000 but 2022
bids were $1,100,000-$1,300,000 range.
After much discussion about retaining
Studio GC, doing a partial job, motion
passes to reject all bids.
> Discussion on approving 13 new in-car
camera systems with Axon Enterprises,
Inc. Present cameras were 15-20 years
old and experiencing lots of problems.
Axon syncs with body camera systems
and goes to one place for storage.



Motion passed 7-0.

Topics of Note/Interesting Topic

> Police Department Head Report -
Received 20 new radios worth $206,000
through county for free because of
upgrades of radios. County also sent
nine officers during closing hours of
Taste of Park Ridge. Relationship with
county good.
> Fire Department Head Report - This
quarter saw 1,551 incidents over
3-month span making it the busiest
quarter ever. This is going on regionally
in Des Plaines and Niles without
increases in resources. Concurrent
incidents increasing - in April 8 times of 5
calls going on at same time. Melidosian
suggested using private ambulance
companies to help with health care calls.
Sorensen said that they would determine
whether they would do this depending on
the needs of doing their best to meet the
needs of the people and hospital.

Topics of Note/Interesting Topic

> Discussion on making another 15
minute loading zone space on Prospect
Ave. - Owner of High Society 15 minute
loading zone makes it safer and easier
to drop off students at school above his
store and eases traffic congestion of
double-parked cars. Consensus was to
approve a 15 minute loading zone on
either end of Main at Fairview and
Prospect and one at corner of Prospect
and Main.
> Manor Survey - Would residents want
to spend money to upgrade Manor area -
installation of sidewalks, curb and gutter,
sewer and lid reconstruction. Cost would
be $6-$7 million and would also
necessitate removal of some trees and
landscaping. Sharing cost to homeowner
$10,000 per year for five years. 148
surveys sent out with 82 responding.
79/82 said no which was same result of



15 years ago. Several people were
present and three people got up to
speak against the upgrades.

Time-sensitive topics

> Sal Raspanti and Gail Wilkening
brought up the celebration of the
anniversary of Park Ridge - needed
guidance if they were celebrating the
incorporation of Park Ridge as a village
or a city. It seems they would celebrate
anniversary of Park Ridge becoming a
city. Hard to hear.

Any topics relevant to LWVPR positions?

The Municipal Code Pronouns Project -
Hard to hear, but it seems they are still
working on this and will publish a hearing
on the ordinance with updated pronouns.

Were members civil to each other and the public? Yes

If no, explain:

Officials attentive and alert? Yes

Facilities (select any deficits)

Couldn't hear, Couldn't hear some of the
speakers either because they spoke
softly or not in the microphone.

Was the agenda followed as it was published? Yes

If agenda was not followed as it was published, describe why:

Any other observations about the meeting?

What time did meeting adjourn? 9:40:00 PM


