
LEAGUE UPDATE
League of Women Voters of Park Ridge  October 2022

Becky Mills addresses the need for 
openness in discussing the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan during public 
comments at the Park Ridge City 
Council meeting on June 7.

Upcoming Events

Saturday  /  October 22   Online Observer Training for Members, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Register here. Contact Amy   
  Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com with questions or to join the LWVPR Obsserver Corps. 

    
Monday  /  October 24        First day of early voting at Park Ridge City Hall, Des Plaines Public Library and more    

  locations. Go to cookcountyclerkil.gov for hours and a full list of locations. City of Chicago   
  residents should visit the Chicago Board of Elections Commissioners website for     
  their early voting locations. 

Tuesday  /  October 25   LWVPR Student Leadership Meeting, 6 p.m. to 7 p.m. Members should email     
  lwvpr.league@gmail.com for the Zoom link if interested in attending. 

Tuesday  /  October 25   “Uncensored!”  7 p.m. to 8:30 p.m., a webinar highlighting proactive approaches to    
  protect knowledge exploration in our communities, sponsored by LWV Naperville.  

   Register here. 

Thursday  /  October 27   “Solar for Your Home” 7 p.m., Park Ridge Public Library. Register for the in-person    
  presentation at https://parkridgelibrary.libcal.com/event/9276372. Sign up to watch the   
  program via Zoom at https://parkridgelibrary.libcal.com/event/9603812. 

Tuesday  /  November 8   Election Day 

Saturday  /  December 10 LWVPR General Members Meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., Park Ridge Community Church, 100 
  Courtland Ave., Park Ridge.  
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https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_NXJlTn__QIKzWu_o5RH4fA
https://parkridgelibrary.libcal.com/event/9276372
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Find Rarely Running Study, Other Resources at lwvpr.org  
Rarely Running Study Vote Yes Coalition 2022 Fall Voter Guide 

Information on the Pretrial Fairness & SAFE-T Acts

How Do You Vote?

I vote by mail. I like to be able to take my time and vote in the comfort of my home. (Especially 
nice during a pandemic.)  –Katherine WoodI

‘Rarely Running’ Recommendations Shared With Public
Just minutes after LWVPR President Julianna Lopez de Philbrook finished 
presenting the League’s recommendations on how to encourage more 
people to run for alderperson, Park Ridge Mayor Marty Maloney was 
already asking if city staff could implement one of the League’s suggestions
—posting a description of the alderperson’s role on the city’s website. 
Lopez de Philbrook shared the League’s recommendations with the public 
at the Park Ridge City Council meeting on Oct. 17. The recommendations, 
arrived at by member consensus, came out of the League’s first study,  
“Rarely Running: Why aren’t more people running for Park Ridge City 
Council?”  
The study is a culmination of a two-year process that included reviewing 
local and national literature on community participation in local elections, 
analyzing trends in Park Ridge alderperson races for the past 20 years, 
reading and analyzing reports from municipal organizations, reviewing city 
and state records and websites, and surveying and interviewing leaders 
and former leaders in Park Ridge government, school and community 
groups. 
Between 1999 and 2021, only 40 percent of aldermanic races in Park Ridge 
were contested, and just 21 percent of the aldermanic candidates were 
women, according to the study group’s review of official county election 
websites. Compare that to the same time period in neighboring Des Plaines 
where 74 percent of races were contested, and 25 percent of the 
candidates were women. 
The frequency of city council meetings, lack of enough formal training and 
the relatively low pay alderpersons receive were among the factors 
community leaders described as a deterrent to running for office, Lopez de 
Philbrook noted. 
“A common phrase we heard was overworked and underpaid, and our data backs that up,” she said. 
The current pay for Park Ridge alderpersons is $100 per month, while the market average is $346.88, according the 
January 2018 Classification & Compensation Study Executive Report commissioned by the City of Park Ridge. 
The League’s other recommendations included continuing to streamline the city’s processes, offering more formalized 
training for alderpersons, offering more educational programs on running for office (Including through our League) and 
encouraging more respectful debate among citizens online and in person. 
The full study report is available on our website here: https://lwvpr.org/rarely-running-study. You can click here to watch 
the presentation at the city council meeting. 
Thank you to the Rarely Running study group members for their work and dedication to this project:  Alice Dobrinsky, 
Maureen Hartwig, Becky Mills, Sarah Nugent, Carla Owen and Denise Pearl. This is a huge accomplishment for our 
League and one that can provide a roadmap to further study in our efforts to increase civic engagement.

Julianna Lopez de Philbrook talks 
about the Rarely Running study at the 
Park Ridge City Council meeting on 
Oct. 17. 
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Dear LWVPR Members, 
I say it often: This is an urgent time for taking personal 
action to protect our democracy.  
We are in our final membership campaign stages —
renewing annual dues and recruiting new members. If you 
haven’t already, please submit our 2022-23 form and 
provide your preferred method of payment by Oct 31, 2022. 
Details are here. If you prefer to renew by mail, print out the 
form on page 7. 
Growing our league takes each of us—use the recruitment 
template in the Members Only section of our website and 
invite neighbors and friends to join our efforts.  
Each year I renew I remind myself why I joined the League 
of Women Voters Park Ridge. Join us to continue increasing 
civic engagement where we live, influencing policies that 
matter and working together to improve the quality of life 
everywhere. 
Sincerely, 
Amy Bartucci, Director of Membership

Membership Drive, Renewal Season Comes to a Close

Help Wanted: Observer Corps Members to Expand Our Team
We’re looking to build our Observer Corps team so we can shine a light on more 
government meetings and spread the work among more people. 
Observer Corps volunteers play a vital role in promoting transparency by attending local 
government meetings and posting reports to our website. As a volunteer, you can make 
a commitment to attend a meeting once a month or once every few months, whatever 
your schedule permits. 
The next virtual Observer Corps training (open to League members only) will take place 
on Saturday, Oct. 22, from 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Go here to register.  
For more details about Observer Corps, see the League resource Observing Your 
Government in Action which outlines the organizational benefits from having an 
Observer Program. To see reports posted on our website, go to https://lwvpr.org/
observer-corps. For questions about getting involved in Observer Corps, please contact 
Amy Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com. And drop her a line to let her know if you’re signing 
up for the October training session.

We Know You Have Them,  
So Share Them! 

Our student intern is looking for pet photos  
to use in a social media campaign  

to promote voting.  
Email your photos to: akajderowicz@s207.org 

https://lwvpr.org/get-involved
https://lwvil.app.neoncrm.com/np/clients/lwvil/eventRegistration.jsp?event=347&
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2018-05/lwvef_observingyourgovernment.pdf
https://www.lwv.org/sites/default/files/2018-05/lwvef_observingyourgovernment.pdf
https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps
https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps
mailto:aeb925@gmail.com
mailto:akajderowicz@s207.org


Want to Hear from the Candidates? Here’s How

Click on the video above to hear candidates for the 9th 
Congressional District Jan Schakowsky and Max Rice  who 
participated in a candidate forum cosponsored by LWVPR and 
five other local Leagues.

Illinois attorney general: Kwame Raoul & Tom DeVore.

Governor: J.B. Pritzker & Darren Bailey

U.S. Senate: Tammy Duckworth & Kathy Salvi

Debate on Illinois Amendment 1
Click on a name below to view a Daily Herald video interview: 

5th U.S. House: Mike Quigley & Tommy Hanson (read what they 
said about the 2020 election/abortion and gun violence) 
28th Illinois Senate: Laura Murphy & Sal Raspanti (read a recap 
of interview highlights) 
55th  & 56th Illinois House: Marty Moylan & Michael Lupo; and 
Michelle Musssman & Dale Litney (read Mussman & Litney’s 
views on the Safe-T Act) 

From the Chicago Tribune:  
“Illinois election 2022: See who the Tribune Editorial Baord 
endorsed—plus how the candidates answered our questions”

This election season saw several candidate forums canceled. LWV guidelines preclude Leagues from conducting a 
forum for any race where only one candidate running for office will be present. That was the case with several proposed 
forums this year. 
LWVPR did successfully co-sponsor a forum with candidates for the 9th Congressional District. A link to that video is 
included here along with a collection of joint candidate interviews sponsored by the Illinois Associated Press Media 
Association Editors. Find additional links below to other resources.

Find more election resources at: 
LWVPR 2022 Fall Voter Guide  

IllinoisVoterGuide.org 

https://www.dailyherald.com/apps/pbcs.dll/article?avis=da&date=20200909&category=news&lopenr=200909352&ref=ar&livecurrentdomain=www.dailyherald.com
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20221007/a-very-dangerous-lie-rep-quigley-blasts-rival-hanson-for-denying-2020-election-results
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20221011/in-5th-congressional-district-race-quigley-and-hanson-differ-on-gun-control
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20221003/watch-murphy-raspanti-discuss-issues-in-28th-illinois-senate-race
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20221010/in-28th-senate-race-both-candidates-call-for-stricter-gun-laws-and-bans?fbclid=IwAR2Odc3E5WDAaN0B55HwGS6yoKfHMM_BksIpK8Ur-1TtLaGqjS6LVOh5nLo
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20221010/in-28th-senate-race-both-candidates-call-for-stricter-gun-laws-and-bans?fbclid=IwAR2Odc3E5WDAaN0B55HwGS6yoKfHMM_BksIpK8Ur-1TtLaGqjS6LVOh5nLo
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20220912/watch-lupo-moylan-discuss-issues-in-55th-illinois-house-race
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20220912/watch-lupo-moylan-discuss-issues-in-55th-illinois-house-race
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20220912/watch-lupo-moylan-discuss-issues-in-55th-illinois-house-race
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20220916/mussman-defends-challenger-litney-assails-elements-of-safe-t-act
https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/elections/ct-chicago-tribune-endorsements-20221010-ua5zygkfdvgszbw25c6rwt6nhe-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/politics/elections/ct-chicago-tribune-endorsements-20221010-ua5zygkfdvgszbw25c6rwt6nhe-story.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mgrOw8mT51Y
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wH9xoe1bo0A
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uFs7hR59TaQ
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Phao1xAEyFo
https://img1.wsimg.com/blobby/go/591d334b-9cfd-4d94-a238-9738a5887976/downloads/LWVPR%202022%20Fall%20Voter%20Guide.pdf?ver=1664599959966
http://IllinoisVoterGuide.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RIaKs-AvcQ0


Here’s a roundup of local and national news: 
College students and the news: An article in PR Daily noted how college 
students get their news. As you might expect, it’s not from traditional media. A 
full 93 percent reported that their primary news source is discussions with 
peers, according to a Project Information Literacy survey. 
One problem with polls: Pew Research pointed out that political polls 
overrepresent people who are activie in their communities or active politically, 
which impacts the polls’ accuracy. According to the Sept. 21 article “Does 
public opinion polling about issues still work?”, 77 percent of adults 
responding to political polls said they voted in the 2020 general election 
while, overall, just 66 percent of adults voted. 

More democracy for Cook County offices: Voters will now get to decide who fills Cook County vacancies when 
there are more than 28 months remaining in the term, the LWV of Cook County newsletter reported. The League 
had submitted a letter to the Cook County Board of Commissioners earlier this year requesting this change. 
Previously, all vacancies before the end of a term had been filled by appointment.

I used to vote on Election Day because it gave me a feeling of pride and patriotism. Lately, I’ve 
been voting early because I don’t want anything to come up on Election Day that would prevent 
me from voting.   –Becky Mills

How Do You Vote?

How to Research those 60+ Judges on Your Ballot
Don't be intimidated by the number of judges on your 
ballot. Sorting out their ratings and backgrounds is 
easier than you think.
Here are three nonpartisan sources that can help: 

• Injustice Watch 2022 Cook County judicial election 
guide 

• VoteforJudges.org  

• IllinoisVoterGuide.org 

These simple tools can help you quickly determine 
who you want to support, and then lets you save your 
choices so you can take them with you to the polls.

Want even more information? Check out the 
VoteforJudges.org FAQ page for answers to questions 
like “Why should I vote for judges?” and “How do 
judicial candidates fund campaigns?” 

Look for the post at right on our social media pages, 
and then share it with your friends and family so you 
can help them make more informed choices about 
judges, too.

https://www.prdaily.com/how-college-students-get-their-news/?utm_source=RDH&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=RDH+(2022-10-11)&utm_content=article+title&utm_term=13&oly_enc_id=9463J5078734C2D
https://projectinfolit.org/pubs/news-study/pil_news-study_2018-10-16_executive-summary.pdf
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2022/09/21/does-public-opinion-polling-about-issues-still-work/
https://www.pewresearch.org/fact-tank/2022/09/21/does-public-opinion-polling-about-issues-still-work/
https://www.injusticewatch.org/interactives/judicial-election-guide/2022-general/en/
https://www.injusticewatch.org/interactives/judicial-election-guide/2022-general/en/
http://VoteforJudges.org
http://IllinoisVoterGuide.org
https://www.voteforjudges.org/faq/


Voter Services Continues to Work to Get Out the Vote

Maine South High School teacher Jenne 
Dehmlow, head of the social science 
department, poses in one of two new Voter 
Services selfie frames.

Social media posts will continue through Election Day to encourage voting and share important information.

Maine West students gather to register to vote. LWVPR 
partnered with other organizations in one last push to find 
students who hadn’t yet registered to vote and answer 
questions about the upcoming election. In addition to Maine 
West, volunteers visited Maine East, Maine South and Oakton 
Community College. 

How Do You Vote?

I prefer early voting because as a working mom it ensures I can vote.   —Rachel Georgakis



To join or renew online, go here or visit our website at lwvpr.org and select “Get Involved.”

PARK	RIDGE	LEAGUE	MEMBERSHIP	FORM		2022-2023
Individual Membership: $75.00 ___ Household Membership: $125.00 ___ Student: (ages 16-26) $25.00 ___

Please complete the following information and mail the form along with your check to :

League of Women Voters of Park Ridge
516 N. Rose Avenue
Park Ridge, IL 60068

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________________ State: ___________________ Zip: ________ 

Telephone: ________________________________ Email:_________________________________________ 

I opt-in the LWVPR Directory (we share your name, email + cell number with other LWVPR members) ________

Additional donations are greatly welcomed. The vast majority of our regular dues go to the national, state and 
regional Leagues for their continued outstanding work. Additional donations stay within our League and support our 
local educational programs.

Amount of Yearly Dues for period of September 1, 2022 to August 31, 2023: _____________________

Additional Donation: ____________________________________________________________________ 

I specifically want to sponsor a student member by donating an additional $25 ______________________

Committee Interests:

⥁ Voter Services

⥁ Observer Corps

⥁ Membership

⥁ Student Leadership

⥁ Budget Committee

⥁ Communications Committee

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTddzQIq4w_slj4neE29zDlvPsUOmdUUGKsA8V8sHsjXH6rg/viewform
http://lwvpr.org


Vice President  
Ginger Pennington  
gingerpennington1@gmail.com 

Director of Voter Services  
Mary Fontaine 
marycfontaine@gmail.com 
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To inquire about membership 
or ask a question: 

lwvpr.league@gmail.com

Contact Us  

For information about the 
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at 

www.lwvpr.org 

For the most current updates, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

President   
Julianna Lopez de Philbrook 
jmlopez23@gmail.com 
   
Treasurer  
Karen Hein 
lwvparkridge@gmail.com 

Director of Membership 
Amy Bartucci 
aeb925@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Tina Kapinos 

tina@kapinos.com

Board Of Directors
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