
LEAGUE UPDATE
League of Women Voters of Park Ridge  September 2022

Becky Mills addresses the need for 
openness in discussing the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan during public 
comments at the Park Ridge City 
Council meeting on June 7.

Upcoming Events
Tuesday  /  September 20 National Voter Registration Day. Ask someone to register to vote and show them how.   

  It only takes a few minutes to register to vote in Illinois at ova.elections.il.gov.  

Tuesday  /  September 20  Green Drinks Park Ridge, 7 p.m., Harp & Fiddle back patio, 110 Main St., Park Ridge.   
 Learn about the Forest Preserves of Cook County referendum, Vote Yes for Clean Air,   
 Clean Water, and Wildlife. Vote YES at the end of the ballot on November 8. 

Thursday  /  September 22   Rarely Running Consensus Call, 7:30 p.m. via Zoom. Watch your email for Zoom link. 

Saturday  /  September 24   Park Ridge Solar Homes Tour, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Visit gogreenparkridge.org for details. 

Thursday  /  September 29  City Commissions Speakers Panel: Do You Want to Serve? 7 p.m. to 8 p.m., Park Ridge   
 Public Library, 20 S. Prospect Ave. 

Saturday  /  October 1  River Trails Family Nature Walk, 10:30 a.m. & 1 p.m., 3120 Milwaukee Ave., Northbrook.      
 RSVP to lwvpr.league@gmail.com with Family Trail Walk RSVP in the subject line. 

Saturday  /  October 8  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 2:30 to 3 p.m. meet & greet with treats, 3 p.m. to 5   
 p.m. business meeting, Park Ridge Community Church, 100 Courtland Ave. 

Monday  /  October 17  Rarely Running presentation at the Park Ridge City Council meeting, 7 p.m., Park Ridge   
 City Hall, 505 Butler Place. 

Monday  /  October 24        First day of early voting. 

Thursday  /  October 27   “Solar for Your Home” 7 p.m., Park Ridge Public Library. Register for the in-person    
  presentation at https://parkridgelibrary.libcal.com/event/9276372. Sign up to watch the   
  program via Zoom at https://parkridgelibrary.libcal.com/event/9603812.
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Rarely Running Consensus Call Set for Sept. 22
We asked members of the Rarely Running Study Committee to share their thoughts on the study 
ahead of the Sept. 22 consensus call. The call will take place at 7:30 p.m. via ZOOM. 

I’m so grateful Sarah Nugent proposed this 
topic for our local league’s first study. Plenty of 
people in Park Ridge are aware of the lack of 
candidates running for our City Council, and 
there are many thoughts on why. This study 
allowed us to check assumptions and test 
theories.    

—Alice Dobrinsky    

It is not often that we get to celebrate 
a first in organizations as long and 
storied as the League of Women 
Voters. But thanks to the dedication 
and diligence of several of our 
members, our League is fast 
approaching the completion of our 
first position, Rarely Running: Why 
Aren't More People Running For Park 
Ridge City Council. This study is 
exceptionally important and extremely 
relevant to our current political 
climate as nationally, we are 
clamoring for more voices to speak 
up. I couldn't be prouder of this 
committee that has been tirelessly 
researching, interviewing, 
and compiling for nearly two years! I 
hope all members will join me and the 
committee on the consensus call 
September 22. It is vitally important to 
the completion of this position, but it's 
also a wonderful way to express your 
gratitude and support for your fellow 
members who have worked so hard 
and done such an amazing job. 
Please mark your calendars and keep 
an eye on your inbox for the call 
invitation!  
Once again, please join me in 
a congratulatory round of 
applause for these members and the 
outstanding job they have done: 
Sarah Nugent, Alice Dobrinsky, Becky 
Mills, Denise Pearl, Carla Owen 
and Maureen Hartwig.  
See you on September 22 at 7:30pm.   

—Julianna Lopez de Philbrook  
Co-President 

LWV of Park Ridge

W hile serving on council, I saw a number of 
uncontested races and thought some structural 
changes might encourage more citizens to run. 
When I decided not to run for another term, I 
wanted to see if anything could be done to make the 
role more appealing to a wider audience and to 
people like myself. I was excited to be a part of the 
Rarely Running study and explore this issue in a 
non-partisan, unbiased way. 

—Maureen Hartwig

League Co-President Julianna Lopez de Philbrook (far left) 
and members of the Rarely Running Study Committe (from 
left) Denise Pearl, Carla Owen, Alice Dobrinsky, Sarah Nugent 
and Becky Mills. (Not pictured, Maureen Hartwig.)



Conducting a study at the local level is a 
significant endeavor and achieving this is a milestone 
achievement for our Park Ridge League. Sitting in our member 
education session on September 8, I just felt so proud of the 
study group as well as grateful to everyone who used 
their time to have an energized and informed discussion on 
this really important topic. Of course I've known this, but that 
night it really struck me how many intelligent and wonderful 
people we have in our League and what a valuable resource 
we are together. If you've been busy, it's not too late. Read the 
packet, reach out to any study member with questions, and 
hop on the consensus call next Thursday, September 22!   

—Sarah Nugent

T he Rarely Running Study 
speaks to an important role that 
the League plays in our society, 
which is to understand and 
encourage greater participation 
in government. This is always 
an important goal, but is, I 
think, even more important at 
this time.  Having supported 
this Study is something League 
members should feel proud of, 
and I look forward to hearing 
more from members during the 
consensus call.   

—Carla Owen

More from the Rarely Running Study Committee

I have been a member of the LWV of Park Ridge for 
nearly 25 years, as well as a member of other local 
leagues before moving here. I never really got involved 
(other than paying dues) until 2016, when the energy and 
passion in the league exploded.   
Now we have almost completed our first local study, one 
of the more important things we can do to ensure 
government is working for our citizens. Understanding 
and participating in local government is a crucial aspect 
of that.  
I really enjoyed working with this group of ambitious, 
intelligent, and committed women and I hope the league 
embarks on future studies that benefit our community 
and that other league members get involved.   

—Becky Mills, Vice President, LWV of Park Ridge

L et me start by saying that "I LOVE RESEARCH!”  Being part of the Rarely Running 
Committee provided an opportunity to collaborate with other dedicated members of LWVPR 
who offered different strengths and perspectives to methodically study a local problem with 
the overall goal of improving our community. The committee members also offered feedback 
in a "critical friend" way.  One example of this is that I was referring to the study as BARELY 
Running, until a committee member told me to get the name straight!  HA!   

—Denise Pearl

Upcoming Dates 

Member Consensus Call 
Thursday, Sept. 22 
7:30 p.m. 
Via Zoom 
Look for link in your email 

Public Event,  
City Council Meeting 
Monday, Oct. 17 
7 p.m. 
Park Ridge City Hall 
505 Butler Place



Learn About Solar Power With Free Tour, Talk
Learn about going solar on a free tour of solar-powered 
homes in Park Ridge from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Saturday, 
Sept. 24. The tour is a joint effort between Go Green Park 
Ridge and the Park Ridge Sustainability Commission. 
The tour will feature more than a dozen homes with various 
roof styles. Some homes featured have purchased systems 
and others have leased them. 
Go to gogreenparkridge.org to see a list of featured homes 
along with more details about their solar systems, plus some 
photos and drone footage. Some properties will feature 
curbside viewing only, while one, at 506 N. Broadway Ave., 
will have solar experts on site. 
As a follow-up to the tour, the Park Ridge Public Library, 
Sustainability Commission and Go Green Park Ridge  will co-
host the program “Solar for Your Home” at 7 p.m. on 
Thursday, Oct. 27. In this free presentation, industry 
consultant Tim Milburn will cover options such as buying your 
own solar, group purchasing, leasing, community solar and low 
income programs.   
You can attend “Solar for Your Home” in person at the library or watch at home via Zoom. Sign up to attend in person at 
https://parkridgelibrary.libcal.com/event/9276372. Sign up to watch the program via Zoom at https://
parkridgelibrary.libcal.com/event/9603812. 

LWVPR Welcomes Its First Student Intern
LWV of Park Ridge welcomed 
Aleksandra Kajderowicz as the 
group’s first student intern. League 
member Erin Doubleday is serving 
as her mentor. 
Kajderowicz is a senior at Maine 
South who said she became 
interested in politics at the start of 
the pandemic. Now, she said, she 
wants to pursue a career where 
she can make change in the 
world. 
As an intern for the League, she 
hopes to get involved in raising 
voter turnout and making elections 
more appealing to young people. 
We are excited to have her help in 
our voting efforts this fall.Aleksandra Kajderowicz (left) poses with her League mentor, Erin Doubleday.

Did you renew your League membership? See page 7.
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Library Display Cases Share Voting Information
If you visit the Park Ridge Public Library 
this month, be sure to check out the 
second floor display cases filled with 
information on voting and the upcoming 
election. The display is a joint project 
between LWV of Park Ridge and Action 
Ridge.
In addition to the display, mail-in voter 
registration forms and handouts with 
information and links featured in the 
display are available at the reference 
desk.
Thanks to the volunteers who worked on 
the content for this display: Pat Lofthouse, 
Chris Parson, Karen Reid, Tina Kapinos 
and Mary Fontaine.
Discussions are ongoing with area 
businesses to find a location or locations 
for the display pieces in the remaining 
weeks leading up to the election.

This poster (above) is just part of the voting information on 
display at the Park Ridge Public Library during September.

Help Us 
Spread the 

Word
Did you see this post? 
Follow us on Facebook 
and Instagram and like 
and share our posts to 

help spread our 
messages about voter 

registration and the 
upcoming election.

https://www.facebook.com/leagueofwomenvotersparkridge
https://www.instagram.com/lwvparkridge/?hl=en


Here are some highlights from our latest Observer Corps reports: 

•   Aug. 15 Park Ridge City Council meeting: The meeting included 
discussion of the city’s strategic plan, the new biweekly meeting schedule of 
Council, “the Starbucks incident” where a youth was detained by a Chicago 
police officer, hours of operation for cannabis dispensaries and a comment 
from Action Ridge on the need for diversity, equity and inclusion efforts and 
affordable housing.  

• Aug. 15 Committee of the Whole meeting: New Holiday lights will be 
“warm white” and a school speed limit has been tentatively approved near 
Maine South on Talcott.  

• Aug. 18 Park Ridge-Niles School District 64 meeting: The school board meeting included a discussion 
of possibly starting a school resource officer program in middle schools, a construction update, and 
information on last-minute enrollment and hiring. 

For more details and to see reports posted on our website, go to https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps. Current 
Observer Corps volunteers are reminded that the sign up to cover meetings is located in the “Members Only” 
section on our League website, lwvpr.org. 

Observer Corps volunteers play a vital role in promoting transparency by attending local government meetings and 
posting reports to our website. To get involved, please contact Amy Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com.

CLICK HERE TO REQUEST YOUR MAIL BALLOT

Volunteers Write Postcards 
to Nevada Voters at League 
Event Supporting the ERA 
Some 15 LWV of Park Ridge members and friends 
turned out on a sunny afternoon for a postcard 
writing event at Whole Foods in Park Ridge on 
Sept. 9. Volunteers wrote 150 postcards to Nevada 
voters about the referendum to add a state equal 
rights amendment to Nevada's constitution. 

Thank you to Vote Equality and the Center for 
Common Ground for creating this get out the vote 
campaign, to the Park Ridge Whole Foods for 
graciously hosting our League and to League 
member AJ Conroy for organizing the event. 

Center for Common Ground is non-partisan voting 
rights organization led by people of color with a 
mission to educate and empower under-
represented voters in voter suppression states to 
engage in elections and advocate for their right to 
vote.  Learn more about other 
campaigns here: centerforcommonground.org/
postcarding. VoteEqualityUS (voteequality.us) 
specializes in a joyful ruckus to support our 
ratified 28th Amendment.Volunteers write postcards to Nevada voters at a postcard 

writing party earlier this month.

Photo:  Julianna Lopez de Philbrook
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To join or renew online, go here or visit our website at lwvpr.org and select “Get Involved.”

PARK	RIDGE	LEAGUE	MEMBERSHIP	FORM		2022-2023
Individual Membership: $75.00 ___ Household Membership: $125.00 ___ Student: (ages 16-26) $25.00 ___

Please complete the following information and mail the form along with your check to :

League of Women Voters of Park Ridge
516 N. Rose Avenue
Park Ridge, IL 60068

Name: __________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: _________________________________________________________________________________ 

City: _______________________________________________ State: ___________________ Zip: ________ 

Telephone: ________________________________ Email:_________________________________________ 

I opt-in the LWVPR Directory (we share your name, email + cell number with other LWVPR members) ________

Additional donations are greatly welcomed. The vast majority of our regular dues go to the national, state and 
regional Leagues for their continued outstanding work. Additional donations stay within our League and support our 
local educational programs.

Amount of Yearly Dues for period of September 1, 2022 to August 31, 2023: _____________________

Additional Donation: ____________________________________________________________________ 

I specifically want to sponsor a student member by donating an additional $25 ______________________

Committee Interests:

⥁ Voter Services

⥁ Observer Corps

⥁ Membership

⥁ Student Leadership

⥁ Budget Committee

⥁ Communications Committee

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTddzQIq4w_slj4neE29zDlvPsUOmdUUGKsA8V8sHsjXH6rg/viewform
http://lwvpr.org


Co-President   
Julianna Lopez de Philbrook 
jmlopez23@gmail.com 

Vice President  
Ginger Pennington  
gingerpennington1@gmail.com 

Secretary  
Kathy Hanson   
kahanson218@gmail.com 

Director of Voter Services  
Mary Fontaine 
marycfontaine@gmail.com 
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To inquire about membership 
or ask a question: 

lwvpr.league@gmail.com

Contact Us  

For information about the 
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at 

www.lwvpr.org 

For the most current updates, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

Co-President  
Arlene Levin     
arlene.levin@gmail.com 

Vice President 
Becky Mills 
rmills75@hotmail.com 
   
Treasurer  
Karen Hein 
lwvparkridge@gmail.com 

Director of Membership 
Amy Bartucci 
aeb925@gmail.com 

Newsletter Editor 
Tina Kapinos 

tina@kapinos.com

Board Of Directors

Here’s a roundup of local and national news: 
Run for alderperson: Candidate packages are available for anyone 
interested in running for alderperson in Park Ridge for Wards 1, 3, 5 or 7. You 
can pick up a packet at the clerk’s office at Park Ridge City Hall, 505 Butler 
Place, between 8 a.m. and 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. 
Candidates may circulate petitions beginning Sept. 20. For more information, 
visit the 2023 Candidate’s Guide on the Illinois State Board of Elections 
website. To see the boundaries for wards in Park Ridge, go here.  
Openings on Planning & Zoning: Applications for two open seats on the 
Park Ridge Planning and Zoning Commission are due by 5 p.m. Wednesday, 

Sept. 21. Interested residents are encouraged to complete an application. For 
more information, visit the Boards and Commissions page of the city’s website, https://www.parkridge.us. You can 
review applications from past applicants on the city’s website here and here.  
Letter to editor published: Director of Membership Amy Bartucci wrote a letter published in Journal & Topics on 
Sept. 14 encouraging residents to vote “yes” on the referendum that would increase funding for the Forest 
Preserves of Cook County. LWV of Park Ridge is part of the Vote Yes Coalition for Clean Air, Clean Water and 
Wildlife in Cook County. You can read Bartucci’s letter here. Learn more about the referendum at https://
www.voteyesforestpreserves.org
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Join Us! Click lwvpr.org for details.

https://cms9files.revize.com/parkridgeil/2023%20State%20of%20Illinois%20Candidates%20Guide.pdf
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/94130fe6114d4606af97b11fd0875e25?item=3
https://parkridgeil.rja.revize.com/forms/2122
https://www.parkridge.us/your_government/boards__and_commissions.php
https://www.parkridge.us
https://parkridge.granicus.com/GeneratedAgendaViewer.php?view_id=1&clip_id=2037
https://parkridge.granicus.com/GeneratedAgendaViewer.php?view_id=1&clip_id=2125
https://www.journal-topics.com/articles/letter-to-our-editor-support-tax-hike-environment/
https://www.voteyesforestpreserves.org
https://www.voteyesforestpreserves.org
mailto:jmlopez23@gmail.com
mailto:gingerpennington1@gmail.com
mailto:kahanson218@gmail.com
mailto:marycfontaine@gmail.com
http://www.lwvpr.org
https://www.instagram.com/lwvparkridge/
https://www.instagram.com/lwvparkridge/
https://www.facebook.com/leagueofwomenvotersparkridge
mailto:arlene.levin@gmail.com
mailto:rmills75@hotmail.com
mailto:lwvparkridge@gmail.com
mailto:aeb925@gmail.com
https://lwvpr.org/get-involved
mailto:lwvpr.league@gmail.com
mailto:tina@kapinos.com

