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To Review: Criminal Justice Positions

We’re now on Instagram!  Follow us at  lwvparkridge

The Illinois LWV is updating its official positions on criminal justice issues for 
the first time in years. These positions dictate what actions the state league 
will or will not take, such as supporting legislation. The process requires 
input from the local chapters, including ours. 
Here’s how it works: The state group offers a proposed position, and each 
chapter votes on whether it agrees or disagrees. It’s a yes/no vote, not a 
drafting session. The results are filtered back to the state level by early 
January. 
There are 14 proposed positions. We aim to discuss half at our October 
meeting and half at the December meeting and to have a final vote in 
January. 
We’d appreciate your reviewing the first seven positions (on page 7) and 
sending your initial reaction via a survey by Monday, September 28. Your 
input will allow us to focus our live discussion on the positions for which 
there are questions or differences of opinion.  Take the survey here.  
Below the consensus questions you’ll also find links to a variety of 
information. There are articles, videos and reports of various lengths. LWV 
sites have resources organized by each of the proposed positions. If you’d 
like some help finding info on a particular question, please email Mary at 
marycfontaine@aol.com.  
(See Criminal Justice, page 7.)

Our League will host a virtual public forum with candidates vying for the Illinois House seat in the 20th District, 
incumbent Republican Rep. Bradley Stephens and his challenger Democrat Michelle Darbro.  
The forum will take place on Zoom on Monday, September 28, starting at 7 p.m. The event is free and open to the 
public. To register for the forum, click here. Please submit any questions for the candidates in advance of the forum to 
lwvprforum@gmail.com.  
Heidi Graham, president of the LWV of Arlington Heights, will moderate the session, which is cosponsored by the NW 
Suburban AAUW. 
The 20th House District includes parts of Park Ridge, Des Plaines, Rosemont, Niles, Norridge, Schiller Park and 
Chicago’s far northwest side.

http://www.instagram.com/lwvparkridge
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mailto:lwvprforum@gmail.com
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Get Involved in Get Out the Vote Efforts2019-2020 Board 
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Request Mail Ballots Now! 
Click Here 
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Our League raised $200 through our fundraiser last month at Harp & Fiddle. 
The fundraiser coincided with the 100th anniversary of the 19th amendment. 
Thank you to all who participated and spread the word to your friends and 
neighbors.

Fundraiser Celebrating 19th Amendment Big Success

Social Media Specialist Among New Members
About 20 people attended our new/prospective member call earlier this month 
to learn about our League and how they can get involved. That call has 
already brought us several new members. Among them is Jenna Reed, who 
has volunteered to coordinate our social media efforts. 
Reed works in marketing and handled social media for the STAR Foundation, 
a small nonprofit in Georgia that teaches life skills and helps people find jobs. 
We are excited to have Reed lead our social media efforts. Help her generate 
engagement by sharing her posts, and inviting friends to like our League on 
Facebook and Instagram.

Here’s the latest on socially-distanced and at-home voting activities: 

• Help with socially-distanced voter registration. Any member willing to 
help with socially-distanced voter registration efforts should contact Karen 
Reid at kayreid@comcast.net. We are currently planning a Drive-Thru Voter 
Registration event for National Voter Registration Day on September 22. 

• Take the deputy registrar oath. For those LWV members who have taken 
or will take the online deputy registrar training and haven’t been able to 
make an appointment at the Cook County Clerk’s office to take the oath, 
staff from the office has informed us that you don’t need an appointment.  
Just go to the a Cook County Clerk’s office, take the oath and receive your 
deputy registrar kit.  All offices are supplied with the kits.   

• Become a deputy registrar. If you would like to become a deputy registrar, 
please contact Karen Reid at kayreid@comcast.net. 

• Write postcards to voters. Anyone who wants to help write postcards to 
encourage voters in swing states to vote can sign up here to pick up cards 
at one of several Evanston locations. Cards come in packs of 100. Write 
the cards out according to the provided script, address them, provide 
postage, and mail them on October 21. The sign up page includes a link to 
register for Zoom postcard writing parties on Monday nights.  

• Watch “How to Protect Your Vote.” The webinar hosted by the LWV of 
Illinois featuring U.S. Postal Service representatives is now available. You 
can watch it here or read the transcript here. 
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2020 Voter Guide

Early Voting & Drop Box Details 
Suburban Cook County residents can vote early or drop off their mail 
ballots in a secure drop box at Park Ridge City Hall, the Des Plaines 
Public Library or any of the early voting/drop box locations in 
suburban Cook County. Mail ballots will be time stamped and picked up 
daily from these sites. 

The City of Chicago has a separate board of elections. City residents 
can vote early or drop off mail ballots at any early voting site in the City 
of Chicago.  

On election day, November 3, voters must go to their assigned polling 
place if they wish to vote in person. Remember, many early voting sites 
and polling locations have changed from previous elections. Make sure 
to check before you go. For suburban Cook County, visit 
www.cookcountyclerk.com. For Chicago, visit the Chicago Board of 
Elections at www.chicagoelections.gov.  

Early voting and secure drop boxes are available beginning October 
19.  Hours for both locations are the same. 

Park Ridge City Hall 
505 Butler Place 

Des Plaines Public Library 
1501 Ellinwood St. 

Monday, October 19 - Friday, October 23, 8:30 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Saturday, October 24, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Sunday, October 25, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Monday, October 26 - Friday, October 30, 8:30 a.m. - 7 p.m. 
Saturday, October 31, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Sunday, November 1, 9 a.m. - 5 p.m. 
Monday, November 2, 8:30a.m. - 7 p.m. 

The Cook County Clerk’s office will have an Election Day Drop Box 
in Daley Plaza, 50 W. Washington St., Chicago. 

Sites & Hours

Avoid Long Lines  
With Early Voting  
Wait Time Tracker 
If you’re thinking of voting in person 
but are wondering how long you’ll 
have to wait in line, there’s a map for 
that!  
Select an early voting site on the  
early voting wait time viewer to see 
the address of your selected voting 
site and the approximate wait time. 
The map refreshes every 20 
minutes.

Get the Latest 
Election Info With 
Email Updates 
Suburban Cook County voters can 
stay up-to-date on election news 
with a signup tool on the Cook 
County Clerk’s website. You can opt 
to receive emails for any or all of the 
following: 

• General Election Information 

• Your Official Election Mailer 

• Polling Place Changes 

• Election Day Information 

• Cook County Clerk’s Office 
Newsletter 

Sign up here. You will need to 
provide your driver’s license/state ID 
number or the last four digits of your 
social security number to verify your 
voter information before being 
added to the list. 

https://www.cookcountyclerk.com/service/email-signup-tool
https://www.cookcountyclerk.com/service/email-signup-tool
https://www.cookcountyclerk.com/service/early-voting-wait-time-viewer
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http://www.chicagoelections.gov
https://www.cookcountyclerk.com/service/early-voting-wait-time-viewer


If you requested a mail ballot in suburban Cook County, you will be able to track the whole process, from when the 
office received your ballot request through to when they received your completed ballot. Go here on the Cook County 
Clerk website and provide your last name, birthdate, and either the last four digits of your social security number or 
driver’s license/state ID number. 
Mail ballots are scheduled to go out starting September 24 to all voters who have requested them. The last day to 
request a mail ballot is October 29, but officials recommend doing so as soon as possible to make sure you receive 
your ballot on time. 
For extra security, go to the U.S. Postal Service website and sign up for Informed Delivery®. With the free service, 
you will receive a daily email with snapshots of the mail you should be receiving that day or the next. If you see a 
photo of your ballot (or another piece of mail) and don’t receive it after four days, you can report it as missing on the 
Postal Service website.  
In case you’re worried about how the post office will handle the volume of ballots, postal workers speaking on a 
League of Women Voters of Illinois webinar indicated that the post office is coordinating with local election boards, 
including allowing election officials to pick up completed ballots themselves from their local post office if necessary.

2020 Voter Guide
Mail Ballots: Avoid These Common Mistakes

 If you’re voting by mail, make sure your ballot doesn’t end up in the rejection pile. In the 
2018  general election, 1.4 percent of mail ballots were rejected, according to the Election 
Administration and Voting Survey. Primary season saw an increase in rejected ballots, and 
experts predict that will continue in the general election. That’s due, in part, to more people 
voting by mail for the first time. Here are some steps to take to make sure your mail ballot 
counts: 
Don’t be late. Arriving late is one of the main reasons ballots aren’t counted. In Illinois, 
ballots must be postmarked by November 3 and received by November 17. To avoid missing 

the deadline, mail your ballot as soon as possible, or drop it off at a secure drop box before 
Election Day. If you bring your mail ballot to your polling place on Election Day, you will have to surrender it and vote 
in person. There will be no drop box on site. If you haven’t requested your mail ballot yet, what are you waiting for? 
Click here to request a ballot in suburban Cook County. The U.S. Postal Service recommends in its FAQs for voters 
that voters request their ballots as soon as possible but no later than 15 days prior to Election Day, or October 19. 
Seal and sign your envelope. Once you’ve completed your ballot and put it in the return envelope, seal your 
envelope and then sign your name where indicated. Signatures are matched to records just as they are when you 
vote in person. Once you’ve sealed your ballot, don’t open it. Ballots that have been opened and resealed, or ones 
that arrive unsealed, will be rejected, according to Illinois law. 
Follow directions and write legibly. Use blue or black ink to complete your ballot. Make sure you read and 
understand all the instructions before you start to fill out your ballot. 
If your ballot is rejected, you will be notified within two days after the rejection and have until 14 days after the election 
to resolve the issue with your local election authority. 
Photo: Asim Saeed/flickr

Ballot Tracking Aims to Give Voters Peace of Mind

Check Out Our Newly Updated Voting Page: lwvpr.org/voting 

http://lwvpr.org/voting
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If you lose your mail ballot, all is not entirely lost. Here are some scenarios that may prompt 
you to change to in-person voting, and what to expect, according to a webinar hosted by the 
LWV of Illinois. 
• You received your mail ballot, but changed your mind. Bring the ballot with you to the 

polling site. You will surrender your mail ballot and be allowed to vote in person. 
• Your mail ballot was sent out, but you never received it. You can vote in person using 

a provisional ballot. 
• You received your mail ballot, but either you lost it or forgot to bring it with you. You 

can fill out a provisional ballot. 
According to the Cook County Clerk website, once your mail ballot is sent out, you are put on the “who voted list.” 
Unless you surrender your mail ballot to an election judge at an early voting site or on Election Day, you will have to vote 
using a provisional ballot. Once county officials determine that you haven’t voted any other way, they will accept the 
provisional ballot. 
For other questions about vote by mail, see the Mail Ballot FAQS on the county’s website

My Dog Ate My Ballot!: 
What to Do If You Requested a Mail Ballot, But Now Want to Vote In Person

Photo:  Calvin Ma/Unsplash

2020 Voter Guide

Many election workers are often 
retirees, the very people at highest 
risk for contracting COVID-19. 
Because of this, there is a big push to 
hire young people to work on Election 
Day. Pay ranges from $200  to $365 
depending on the position worked. 
Workers must be U.S. citizens or, in 
the case of high school students, be a 
citizen by the next election. 

• High School Students must be at 
least 16 years of age and have a 
GPA of 3.0/4.0 or higher. 

• College Students must be 
registered to vote in Cook County 
OR have a GPA of 3.0 or higher. 

• Non-students must be registered 
to vote in Cook County.   

Go to www.cookcountyclerk.com/
agency/work-election-day for more 
details.

Election Workers 
Needed—Apply 
Online Today!

For More Information… 

www.cookcountyclerk.com for suburban Cook County residents to 
request a mail ballot, register to vote, check registration, and more. 
The site for City of Chicago residents is www.chicagoelections.gov. 
Click here for services to improve accessibility, including curbside 
voting, and click here to find out about voting from a nursing home or 
hospital. 

www.illinoisvoterguide.org for voting information and links to election 
boards within Illinois, operated by the LWV of Illinois. 

https://www.lwvcookcounty.org/voter-info.html for information on Cook 
County races, operated by LWV of Cook County. 

www.vote411.org a nationwide voting resource in both English and 
Spanish, operated by the National LWV. 

www.voteforjudges.org a one-stop site of evaluations of judicial 
candidates in Cook County from 12 different  bar associations. The 
group anticipates posting evaluations on September 15.   
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2020-2021 Membership Form 

Name:_____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________ 

City, State, Zip:  _____________________________________________________________________________  

Telephone:  Home: ___________________________________ Cell: ___________________________________ 

Email address: ______________________________________________________________________________ 

Membership dues (for period of September 1st, 2020 to August 30, 2021) 

Individual Membership: $75.00 ______  Household Membership:  $125.00 _______    Student: $35.00 ________  

Name and contact information of additional household member:  _______________________________________ 

___________________________________________________________________________________________  

Additional Donation:  _________________________________________________________________________ 

Additional donations are greatly appreciated!  The vast majority of our regular dues go to the National League, 
State of Illinois League, Cook County League and Lake Michigan Regional League for their continued outstanding 
work. As a Park Ridge League member, you also become a member of each when you join!  Additional donations 
stay within our League and support our local educational programs.  

Specific Interests or comments :  

Voter Services: _______________________Tabling Events ___________________Leadership: _____________ 

Observer Corps:  _____________________Newsletter Contributor: _____________Other:__________________ 

Social Media:       _____________________Photography______________________ 

Please mail  the membership form along with your check to: 

League of Women Voters of Park Ridge 
516 N. Rose Avenue 
Park Ridge, IL 60068 

7R�FRPSOHWH�WKLV�IRUP�RQOLQH��FOLFN�KHUH��If you would rather pay with Quick Pay by Zelle, please email and send to
lwvparkridge@gmail.com 

If you would rather pay with Quick Pay by Zelle, please email and send to lwvparkridge@gmail.com. If you would rather 
complete this form online, click here.

mailto:lwvparkridge@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1jMVuur8t8QKH2CLDhjdjgtxsA36-1zQpx9hqL9-80t4/edit?usp=sharing
mailto:lwvparkridge@gmail.com
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1jMVuur8t8QKH2CLDhjdjgtxsA36-1zQpx9hqL9-80t4/edit?usp=sharing


Contact Us  

For information on Membership 
please email us at:  
LWVParkRidge@gmail.com  

Find us on the web at lwvpr.org  

On Instagram: lwvparkridge 

On Facebook: League of Women 
Voters Park Ridge  

Criminal Justice Consensus Questions 1-7 
1. To reduce crime and violence, should there be investment in underserved and/or impoverished communities? 
2. Should there be periodic training for individuals working in the criminal justice system to recognize implicit racial 

and ethnic bias in order to more adequately work toward the goal of equal treatment under the law? 
3. Should a Gender-Responsive Approach be used for all offenders with the goal of equitable and appropriate 

treatment?  
4. Are efficient data collection, data sharing, and transparency critical in an impartial and unbiased criminal justice 

system? 
5. Criminal Justice Coordinating Councils 

A. Should Criminal Justice Coordinating Councils (CJCCs) be created throughout the state? 
B. Should CJCCs include a wide representation from local justice systems agencies, other government 

bodies, service providers, and the community?  
C. Should incentives and support be provided for the establishment of local CJCCs to assist them as they 

develop strategic plans to address crime and corrections policy?  
D. Should there be cooperation and coordination between the State and CJCCs in order to share 

experience and data with the goal of improving plans to address crime and corrections policy both locally 
and statewide?  

6. Policing 
A. Is building trust and nurturing legitimacy on both sides of the police/citizen divide foundational to positive 

relationships between law enforcement agencies and the communities they serve? 
B. Should law enforcement agencies collaborate with community members to develop policies and 

strategies to reduce crime? 
C. Should law enforcement adopt model policies and best practices for current technology-based 

community engagement that increases community trust and access? 
D. Should community policing be the guiding philosophy for all stakeholders (law enforcement agencies, 

schools, social services, churches and businesses)? 
E. Should quality training and education begin with recruits and continue throughout an officer's career? 
F. Is the wellness (health) and safety of law enforcement officers critical not only for the officers, their 

colleagues, and their agencies but also to public safety?  
G. Is it desirable for police to use alternatives whenever possible to deflect offenders from arrest? 

7. Pre-Trial Procedures 
A. Should we delete the existing position and revise our position based on consensus regarding the 

following issues? 
B. Should cash bail be abolished? 
C. Should defendants be detained in jail only if they are a flight risk or a danger to society? 
D. Should risk assessments be transparent and designed to exclude weights that may be prejudicial against 

certain populations? 
E. Should electronic monitoring be used rarely for offenders prior to trial and/or sentencing? 
F. Must the Bond Court Judge review the Public Safety Assessment that is the basis of determination as to 

an individual’s release? 
G. Should Pre-Trial Service providers remind defendants of court appearances? 
H. Should an attorney or a public defender be present for all defendants, at all hearings? 

Resource Links from LWV 
Written Materials: https://www.lwvil.org/uploads/1/2/3/7/123745968/written__resources_6-12.pdf 
Videos: https://www.lwvil.org/uploads/1/2/3/7/123745968/video_resources_6-12.pdf 
(See Criminal Justice Resources, next page.)

Criminal Justice (continued from page 1)
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Upcoming Events
September 22 National Voter Registration Day  

September 24 - October 5  First batch of mail ballots go out to those who 
requested them. 

September 24  Power the Vote, League of Women Voters of Illinois virtual 
gathering, noon to 1 p.m.  

September 28 Candidate Forum with challengers for the 20th District for the 
Illinois House of Representatives, Rep. Brad Stephens (R) and Michelle Darbro 
(D), 7 p.m. Register here. 

September 30 Last day to complete the U.S. Census. Share this link with friends 
and family: https://2020census.gov/en/ways-to-respond.html 

October 10 LWV of Park Ridge October General Meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

October 18  Last day for online voter registration. 

October 29 Last day to request a mail ballot. 

November 3  Election Day, 6 a.m. to 7 p.m.

Criminal Justice Resources (Continued from previous page.)

Additional Resource Links 
Articles: 
Why police violence against Black people persists—and what can be done about it 
After decades of police corruption, can Chicago finally reform its force 
A New Model of Policing in Chicago 
Despite a Spike in Shootings, Chicago’s Anti-Violence Workers Remain Resilient 
For Those Touched By Chicago’s Violence, Shootings Aren’t Always Senseless  
Fostering Equity: Creating Shared Understanding for Building Community Resilience   

Videos: 
Ta-Nehisi Coates on Fear and The Black Experience 
Ta-Nehisi Coates on Psychology and Power Dynamics 
University of Chicago Colloquium on the Crisis in Policing 
A conversation with President Obama: Reimagining Policing in the Wake of Continued Police Violence 
13th 

We Are Witness Chicago  

Studies: 

Illinois State Commission on Criminal Justice and Sentencing Reform 
Final Report of the President’s Task Force on 21st Century Policing (2015) 
Forward Through Ferguson

Contact Us  

For information about the 
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at 

www.lwvpr.org 

For the most current updates, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@LWVparkridge
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To inquire about membership: 

lwvparkridge@gmail.com 

https://fortune.com/2020/06/30/police-violence-brutality-black-racism/
https://www.wbez.org/stories/after-decades-of-police-corruption-can-chicago-finally-reform-its-force/c3cbe83f-3291-4be1-b977-8c70d431b921
https://interactive.wbez.org/curiouscity/community-policing/
https://www.npr.org/local/309/2020/07/27/895704558/despite-a-spike-in-shootings-chicago-s-anti-violence-workers-remain-resilient
https://www.wbez.org/stories/for-those-touched-by-chicagos-violence-shootings-arent-always-senseless/388d4c20-d7e2-4aed-9572-8e06f0867f76?utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=News_Newsletter_Weekly-Rundown_News_20200704
https://ccr.publichealth.gwu.edu/sites/ccr.publichealth.gwu.edu/files/pdf/Fostering%20EquityFull_compressed_0.pdf
https://youtu.be/ODixWkkcneM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Z4NvVHAuEBU&feature=youtu.be
https://www.law.uchicago.edu/recordings/colloquium-crisis-policing
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=q_qB6SsErpA&feature=youtu.be
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krfcq5pF8u8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.themarshallproject.org/we-are-witnesses/chicago
http://www.icjia.org/cjreform2015/pdf/CJSR_Final_Report_Dec_2016.pdf
https://cops.usdoj.gov/pdf/taskforce/taskforce_finalreport.pdf
https://forwardthroughferguson.org
https://www.facebook.com/LWVParkRidge
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https://interactive.wbez.org/curiouscity/community-policing/
https://www.npr.org/local/309/2020/07/27/895704558/despite-a-spike-in-shootings-chicago-s-anti-violence-workers-remain-resilient
https://www.wbez.org/stories/for-those-touched-by-chicagos-violence-shootings-arent-always-senseless/388d4c20-d7e2-4aed-9572-8e06f0867f76?utm_source=SFMC&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=News_Newsletter_Weekly-Rundown_News_20200704
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=krfcq5pF8u8&feature=youtu.be
https://www.themarshallproject.org/we-are-witnesses/chicago
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https://app.mobilecause.com/e/v4OS_g?vid=afc1x
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_RHIAmk4xTBuMgXMGphotpQ
https://2020census.gov/en/ways-to-respond.html
https://app.mobilecause.com/e/v4OS_g?vid=afc1x
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https://2020census.gov/en/ways-to-respond.html
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