
LEAGUE UPDATE
League of Women Voters of Park Ridge April 2021

 In This Issue 

• Annual Meeting Recap 

• Positions Adopted 

• Affordable Housing 

• Observer Corps 

• Ranked Choice Voting 
Bills in Illinois 

• Gerrymandered Maps 

• Member Snapshot

Members Approve Positions on Criminal Justice, Housing

Annual Meeting Sets Agenda 
for Upcoming Year’s Activities
Our League’s Annual Meeting on April 10 had a full schedule that included 
adopting plans for the year ahead. Here’s a brief list of actions approved by 
members: 

• Installation of the slate of candidates for two-year terms: Sarah Nugent and 
Arlene Levin as co-presidents; Becky Mills as co-vice president (serving 
with Rebecca Little); and Kathy Hanson as secretary. Karen Hein will begin 
the second year of her two-year term as treasurer. 

• Plans to pursue the study “Rarely Running: Why Aren’t More People 
Running for City Council?” 

• The addition of a diversity, equity and inclusion role or roles. 
• A board initiative to look at whether our League should expand to include 

neighboring communities. 
• Establishment of committees including changing the communications 

working group to a committee and establishing committees for voter 
services, membership and the environment. 

• Adoption of positions on criminal justice and affordable housing.

Our League adopted positions on criminal justice and affordable housing at our Annual Meeting on April 10. Member 
Mary Fontaine wrote the criminal justice statement while Co-President Sarah Nugent prepared the affordable housing 
statement. See both positions below. 

Criminal Justice: “The legitimacy of our criminal justice system rests on a foundation of transparency and 
fairness, free from racial and other bias. All stakeholders—the police, the courts, the prison system, and the 
community—must bolster this foundation. The system’s purpose is to reduce crime and promote public 
safety. That purpose is better served by reformation of offenders and their reconciliation with the community, 
rather than mere retribution. 

We agree with the positions proposed by the Illinois League of Women Voters in its 2020 Criminal Justice Reform 
Consensus Questions. Criminal justice reform will require changes in the culture and practices of the police, IDOC and 
our courts. We must also address some of the fundamental causes of crime and violence, including poverty, sub-
standard housing and education, and the dearth of services for the mentally ill. Every change and program should be 
evidence-based and regularly evaluated for effectiveness, balancing costs and results.” 

Affordable Housing: “The League of Women Voters of Park Ridge encourages policies that provide a 
decent home and suitable living environment for every family. The League supports increasing the supply of 
affordable housing in our community.”
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League Files Comment Supporting 
Affordable Housing in Park Ridge

Here are some highlights from our latest Observer Corps reports: 

• A discussion took place at the March 22 Park Ridge City Council meeting 
about the lackluster use of restaurant vouchers mailed to residents earlier 
this year. Problems with distribution, such as vouchers being left in the 
lobbies of multi-unit households rather than placed in mailboxes, may 
have resulted in some residents not receiving the vouchers. The city 
reimbursed restaurants $29,100 for redeemed vouchers, but an 
additional $264,000 set aside for the program remained unused and was 
“returned” to the budget. 

• At the Maine Township Board meeting on March 25, board members 
ratified a $2 million resident tax abatement amendment. 

For more details and to see other reports posted on our website, go to  
https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps.  

Observer Corps volunteers play a vital role in promoting transparency by 
attending local government meetings and posting reports to our website. To 
get involved, contact Amy Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com.

The League sent a public comment to the Planning & Zoning Commission in 
support of affordable housing as the commission discussed a draft of a 
comprehensive land use plan at its meeting on April 13. The statement read as 
follows: 

“The League of Women Voters of Park Ridge supports increasing the 
supply of affordable housing in Park Ridge, allowing those with a moderate 
level income to reside in our neighborhoods. We are in favor of 
addressing affordable housing in the Comprehensive Plan.  
Having affordable housing benefits Park Ridge. It enables residents to 
adapt to changing life circumstances  such as divorce, loss of a loved one, 
or loss of income and remain integrated in the community. It will also allow 
many to live near their place of employment.   
We encourage all residents to read the draft Land Use and Housing 
Chapters of the Comprehensive Plan, available 
at ParkRidgewonderful.com, and to participate in the conversation about the 
future of Park Ridge.” 
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Local election results: Narrow 
by race, township and/or precinct 
to view vote totals from the April 
6 Consolidated General Election. 
Mail votes postmarked by 
Election Day will be accepted 
through April 20.  Results are not 
final until April 27. 

Too close to call: In yet another 
reminder that every vote matters, 
at press time incumbent Mark 
Lysakowski was in a theoretical 
tie with write-in candidate Gloria 
Ludwig in Des Plaines’ 1st Ward. 
Although the Cook County 
website didn’t list the number of 
votes Ludwig had earned at 
press time, it did show that 
Lysakowski had earned 365 
votes, or exactly half of the 730 
votes cast. Vote totals could 
change depending on the 
number of outstanding mail 
ballots received in the coming 
days. See details about the race 
in this article in the Daily Herald. 

Big flip: After years of 
Republican control, it looks like 
voters may have flipped the 
Maine Township Board to all 
Democrats. Read details in the 
Park Ridge Herald-Advocate. 

State legislation update: Hear 
from state legislators about the 
latest on bills moving through the 
Illinois General Assembly at the 
Legislative Hour sponsored by 
the LWV of Illinois Issues and 
Advocacy Committee. The event 
will take place Monday, April 19, 
from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. Register for 
the virtual event here. 

Is that video real?: The 
Washington Post offered tips on 
how to be your own video sleuth 
in “How to spot a fake video.” 
The Post’s fact-checker team 
compiled the easy-to-follow tips 
that will help you spot 
manipulated or misleading 
videos.

Ranked Choice Voting Bills Gain 
Steam in Illinois House, Senate
Ranked choice voting has found some supporters in the Illinois legislature. 
Rep. Jaime M. Andrade Jr. has introduced a bill in the House, HB2416, while 
Sen. Laura M. Murphy and Sen. Mike Simmons have introduced a bill in the 
Senate, SB1785. Murphy represents the 28th District, which includes parts of 
Park Ridge and Des Plaines. 
The bills would affect races for governor, lieutenant governor, attorney 
general, secretary of state, comptroller, treasurer and members of the 
General Assembly. For more information, visit fairvoteillinois.org.  
Proponents of ranked choice voting claim it prevents “spoiler” candidates and 
discourages negative campaigning. Those opposed most often point to the 
cost of the system and confusion it can cause among voters. The LWV of 
Vermont details both sides of the issue in the blog post “Pros and Cons of 
Instant Runoff (Ranked Choice) Voting.”  
If you want to see ranked choice voting in action, keep an eye on the New 
York City mayor’s race. Voters there will use ranked-choice voting for the first 
time in the primary in June. Voters will be able to rank up to five candidates in 
the crowded field.

Click the video (above) from Fair Vote Illinois for a simple 
explanation of how ranked-choice voting works.

Candidate Forum Tops 160 Views
Our Candidate Forum featuring contenders for the 2nd Ward has garnered 
more than 160 views. Candidates for Ward 2, Fred Sanchez and Julianna 
Lopez de Philbrook., took part in the virtual forum on March 18. At press time, 
Sanchez led in the race by about 200 votes. 
Thanks to Prospect High School sophomore Lucy Neacy who moderated the 
forum hosted by Heidi Graham, president of the League of Women Voters of 
Arlington Heights. LWV of Park Ridge members Sarah Nugent,  Cindy Grau, 
Arlene Levin, Amy Bartucci, Karen Reid, Karen Hein and Carol Sales all 
contributed to making the event a success.
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Member Snapshot

Rebecca (Becky) Klem Mills   
  
Background: I was born in Pontiac, Illinois, but moved to Oak Park, Illinois 
when I was 6 months old, so that is where I was raised.   
Current home: I have lived in Park Ridge since August 1995.   
Occupation: I worked for over 35 years in the insurance industry, but I am 
now retired. I am a board member (former chair) of A Red Orchid Theatre in 
Chicago's Old Town.  
Family: My husband, Wilbur, my daughter, Abigail (Abby), 29, and our 
Rottweiler, Corona.   
Hobbies: I was an avid sailor but haven't done that for a while. I love to 
read, do crossword puzzles, travel, attend small theaters and stay active with 
local politics and advocate for issues I feel strongly about.    
Why I joined the League: My mom was a long-time member in Oak Park. I 
joined the LWV of Arlington Heights, Mount Prospect and Buffalo Grove in the early ‘80s. I had a little bit of a hiatus 
when I got married and lived in Elmhurst. I joined the LWV of Park Ridge when we moved here in 1995 or 1996. I 
support what the League does, how it does its work, that it's non-partisan and it takes positions on important topics. It 
couldn't be more important than it is now, with voter suppression laws popping up everywhere.   
Goals: To be more involved in local studies, voter registration and leadership. To cultivate new members.  
Political experience: I am an appointed commissioner on the Park Ridge O'Hare Airport Commission and the Planning 
& Zoning Commission.   
Brush with fame: Actor Michael Shannon is a founder of A Red Orchid Theatre in Chicago's Old Town neighborhood, 
so I have met him on several occasions. He's very humble and approachable.  
Favorite quote: “When you stand for nothing, you fall for everything.”  
Words to live by: “Do the right thing, because it’s the right thing to do.” 

Graphic: Dawn Conroy

LWV of Park Ridge has grown 
from 30 members one year ago 
to nearly 50 today!  

Increased membership means 
we can can expand our voter 
registration and education 
efforts, and build a more robust 
Observer Corps to promote 
transparency in local 
government.  

Are you a prospective member 
who wants to learn more? Email 
Amy Bartucci, director of 
membership, at 
aeb925@gmail.com.
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Upcoming Events
April 19  LWV of Illinois Legislative Hour, 5 p.m. to 6 p.m. Register here. 

April 21  LWV of Park Ridge Observer Corps Call for members of the Observer 
Corps team, 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. 

April 26  LWV of Illinois Lobby Day, 10 a.m. to 11 a.m. Register for the virtual  
event here. 

April 29   People Powered Day of Action,10 a.m. Eastern time, 9 a.m. Central. 

June 11-13  LWV of Illinois 60th Biennium Convention. Virtual event.
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To inquire about membership: 

lwvparkridge@gmail.com

Contact Us  

For information about the 
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at 

www.lwvpr.org 

For the most current updates, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@LWVparkridge

This free font (right), named 
Gerry, is made up entirely of 
gerrymandered districts in the 
United States. Illinois gets credit 
for (highlighted in blue) the J, N, U 
and Y, representing the 18th, 11th, 
4th and 12th Districts respectively.  
You can help make this font 
obsolete by getting involved in the 
movement to end gerrymandering 
and raising awareness about the 
redistricting process. Start by 
joining the national LWV People 
Powered Day of Action on April 
29. The national kick-off event will 
air virtually beginning at 10 a.m. 
Eastern time, 9 a.m. Central. Source: uglygerry

This Is What Gerrymandered Districts Look Like
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