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ERA RV Rolls into Park Ridge for 
Education, Voter Registration

Becky Mills addresses the need for 
openness in discussing the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan during public 
comments at the Park Ridge City 
Council meeting on June 7.

An RV promoting the ERA will make a stop in Park Ridge from 3:30 p.m. to 
5:30 p.m. on September 1 in the parking lot of Park Ridge Community 
Church, 100 Courtland Ave. Volunteers from the League of Women Voters of 
Park Ridge and Action Ridge will be on hand to register voters. 

The purple Ruthless Vote Getter RV (or Notorious RVG), a nod to the late 
Justice Ruth Bader Ginsburg, has been touring the United States making 

stops to advocate for gender equality 
and push for passage of the 28th 
amendment, the Equal Rights 
Amendment. 
"The Notorious RVG is a fun way to 
celebrate the 28th Amendment, while 
remembering the importance of 
voting for equality-minded 
candidates," said AJ Conroy, co-chair 
of ERA Illinois, a coalition of Illinois 
organizations working for the ERA.  
Illinois is still fighting through the 
leadership of our Attorney General 
Kwame Raoul who filed a lawsuit to 
have the amendment recognized.  

Illinois is joined by Nevada and Virginia in the lawsuit pending in the DC 
Court of Appeals.    
"Getting Illinois to finally ratify in 2017 took the combined effort of so many 
folks.  These stops in Illinois feel like mini-reunion parties," said Conroy, who 
also is a member of the League of Women Voters of Park Ridge. 
After touring the South last year, the RV is making stops in the Midwest with 
visits scheduled in Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Minnesota, Missouri and 
North Dakota. To learn more about the tour and the ERA, visit https://
voteequality.us. 
"The purple RVG is hard to miss,” said Conroy, “and you can't help but smile 
when you see her on the road.” 
Anyone who wants to help register voters at the event should contact Karen 
Reid at kayreid@comcast.net. 

RSVP  
for  

Our Social!

Details on page 4.
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Get Ready to Register Voters!

For the People Act Stuck in Senate

Make sure you are ready for National Voter Registration Day on September 
28. Become a deputy registrar to help register voters or renew your 
commission if you are a deputy registrar who hasn’t renewed since their term 
expired last November.
To become a registrar: Sign up for online training by sending your name, 
address, phone number, and email address to Karen Reid at 
kayreid@comcast.net.  
To renew your commission: Go to this page (on www.cookcountyclerkil.gov), 
complete and sign the “Deputy Registrar Voter Oath” form making sure to list 
your old deputy registrar number, and then send your completed form to the 
street address or email address listed on that form. A new card should arrive in 
one to two weeks.

The For the People Act remains stalled in the Senate, even after Texas 
legislators traveled to Washington, D.C., to encourage senators to pass the act 
in an attempt to thwart legislation that would restrict voting rights in their state. 

The For the People Act would, 
in part, curb gerrymandering, 
improve election security—
including cybersecurity, and 
promote transparency in 
campaign donations. You can 
read more about the For the 

People Act and keep track of its progress at govtrack.us.  
To make your voice heard on this legislation, follow these links to send an 
email through the League of Women Voters website, or call the offices of Sen. 
Dick Durbin or Sen. Tammy Duckworth.

“The freedom to vote is the 
backbone of our democracy and 
the one action that stands between 
us and autocracy.” 

 —Dr. Deborah Turner, board president,  
League of Women Voters of the United States 
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Census data and redistricting: States are 
forging ahead with redistricting after the release 
of census data this month. The Brennan Center 
tells the story behind the data in “The Upcoming 
Census Redistricting Data Release, Explained.” 
In Illinois, the data will be used to draw maps for 
U.S. congressional districts. New districts for the 
Illinois General Assembly have already been 
drawn using population estimates, but have been 
challenged in lawsuits filed by the Mexican 
American Legal Defense and Education Fund, 
and a pair of Republic leaders in the Illinois 
General Assembly. Capitol News Illinois offered 
updates on the MALDEF and Republican 
lawsuits in recent weeks, noting an anticipated 
trial date in late September. 

Des Plaines votes for inclusion: The Des 
Plaines City Council voted to strike down a rule 
that prohibited people from dressing as the 
opposite gender, just weeks after Park Ridge got 
rid of a similar rule. The Des Plaines change 
came at the prompting of a local attorney who 
also alerted the suburbs of Elk Grove and 
Schaumburg about similar laws, according to a 
Chicago Tribune report. The Des Plaines City 
Council also recently voted to fly the LGBTQ flag 
for one week during pride month, according to a 
report in Patch. 

Women’s Equality Day: Celebrate Women’s 
Equality Day on August 26, marking the adoption 
of the 19th amendment giving women the right to 
vote. The day’s events include dedication of a 
new marker in Oak Park honoring suffragist 
Grace Wilbur Trout and, of course, our social that 
evening. (See page 4 for details on the social.) 

Bystander intervention: Advancing Justice  
Chicago, an affiliate of Asian Americans 
Advancing Justice, is sponsoring bystander 
intervention trainings to combat hate. Several 
sessions are currently scheduled in August and 
September. Go here to learn more. 

Housing shortage and density: The reasons 
for the current housing shortage are complicated, 
but an NPR story featuring interviews with a 
housing supply expert and an economist 
suggests that zoning laws that limit multi-family 
dwellings may be part of the problem. Listen to 
the 3-minute interview or read the transcript 
here. 

It’s time to renew your membership! Stay involved in local 
League activities and keep up to date with what’s happening 
on the state and national fronts. 
League dues are now fully tax deductible.  
To renew, click “join now” to go to the Google form on our 
website and see payment options, or use the form on page 5 
to mail in your renewal. The deadline to renew is October 31. 

Annual fees are $75 for an individual membership, $125 for a 
household membership or $35 for a student membership. The 
largest portion of the fees go to the National and State 
Leagues. The rest of the money is divided between the 
Leagues of Park Ridge, Cook County, and the Lake Michigan 
Region. See the chart below for the breakdown of an individual 
membership. The Cook County League is waving its $4 fee 
again this year, so our Park Ridge League will keep $10.50, 
instead of $6.50, per member. 
As a League member, you should receive newsletters and 
other communications from our county, state and national 
Leagues under the following headings and email addresses:

• League of Women Voters, lwv@lwv.org  
• LWV of Illinois, info@lwvil.org 
• League of Women Voters of Cook County, 

info@lwvcookcounty.org 
Please add these email addresses to your address book to 
avoid having these communications go into your spam folder. 
If you find you’re not receiving information from one or more of 
these groups, contact Karen Hein at lwvparkridge@gmail.com. 

Stay Connected, Renew Your 
League Membership Now!

1%

5%

13%

41%

41%
National, $32
State, $32
Park Ridge, $6.50
Cook County, $4**
Lake Mich., $0.50

Where Your Dues Go

**Cook County has waived its $4 fee for this year, raising the 
share our League receives per member to $10.50.
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Here are some highlights from 
our latest Observer Corps 
reports: 

• At the July 19 Park Ridge City 
Council meeting, the council 
approved a request by the 
Planning and Zoning 
Commission to consider 
amending the city zoning 
ordinance regarding density 
regulations for independent 
living facilities. The aim is to 
make it harder for developers to 
get around current density 
limits.

For more details and to see other 
reports posted on our website, go 
to https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps.  
Current Observer Corps 
volunteers are reminded that the 
sign up to cover meetings is 
located in the “Members Only” 
section on our League website, 
lwvpr.org.  

Observer Corps volunteers play a 
vital role in promoting 
transparency by attending local 
government meetings and posting 
reports to our website. To get 
involved, contact Amy Bartucci at 
aeb925@gmail.com.
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Invite a friend and join us for our first League of Women Voters of Park Ridge 
social at 6 p.m. on Thursday, August 26. The event will take place at the home 
of Amy Bartucci, 530 N. Ashland, Park Ridge.  
The outdoor gathering will feature a short presentation on what’s happening in 
the League and how you can get involved. There will be plenty of time to 
reconnect with League friends and chat with prospective members. (In the 
event of rain or any changes, updates will be provided the week of the event 
via email notification and Facebook discussion.) 
Members who bring a prospective member to the social will have the chance 
to enter a raffle for a $25 gift card to Sweet & Tart in Park Ridge. 
To help you reach out to a friend or neighbor who might be interested in 
learning more about the League, you can use the template found under 
“Membership and Renewals” in the Members Only section of our website, 
lwvpr.org, Consider including a copy of our latest newsletter and the invitation 
to our social (above). As we work to expand our membership, feel free to also 
invite friends in the neighboring communities of Des Plaines and Niles to join 
us. 
And don’t forget to RSVP to the social! You can RSVP by going to our 
Facebook event here or by emailing Amy Bartucci, director of membership, at 
aeb925@gmail.com.

Introduce a Friend to Our League at 
Our Outdoor Social on August 26

Take a Nature Walk With the LWV of Cook County 
Guided nature walks for League members include an orientation and walk up to one mile. 

To register, email info@lwvcookcounty.org with your name, phone number, name of your local League and 
which walk you want to attend. Deadline to register is the Friday before the scheduled walk. 

Friday, September 17, 10 a.m. to noon (no rain date), River Trail Nature Center, Northbrook 
Thursday, September 23, 10 a.m. to noon (rain date September 24), Trailside Museum of Natural History, River Forest 
Wednesday, October 13, 10 a.m. to noon (rain date October 14), Sagawau Environmental Learning Center, Lemont
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PARK RIDGE LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP FORM  2021-2022

Individual Membership: $75.00 ___ Household Membership: $125.00 ___ Student: (ages 16-26) $35.00 ___

Please complete the following information and mail the form along with your check to :
League of Women Voters of Park Ridge

516 N. Rose Avenue
Park Ridge, IL 60068

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________ State: ___________________ Zip: _________

Telephone: _________________________________ Email:__________________________________________

Additional donations are greatly welcomed. The vast majority of our regular dues go to the national, state
and regional Leagues for their continued outstanding work. Additional donations stay within our League and
support our local educational programs.

Amount of Yearly Dues for period of September 1st, 2021 to August 31st, 2022: ______________________

Additional Donation: _____________________________________________________________________

Specific Interests:

⥁ Diversity Equity & Inclusion (NEW)

⥁ Environmental (NEW)

⥁ Student Leadership (NEW)

⥁ Voter Services

⥁ Observer Corps

⥁ Social Media

⥁ Tabling Events

⥁ Newsletter Contributor

⥁ Photography

To renew online, click “join now” to go to the Google form on our website and see payment options.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTddzQIq4w_slj4neE29zDlvPsUOmdUUGKsA8V8sHsjXH6rg/viewform


IT’S TIME TO GET INVOLVED!
It takes a lot of people to keep the League strong. Even volunteering just an hour or two a 

few times a year can make a huge difference. Here’s how you can help.

Learn more at LWVPR.org

ONGOING ACTIVITIES
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion; Environmental; and Student Leadership Committees: Forming now (and 
need leaders!). 2+ hours/month or bimonthly for meetings and prep, plus time to execute any plans

Rarely Running: Studying why so few people run for Park Ridge City Council. 3 - 4 hours/month

Neighboring Communities Initiative: Focusing on League expansion. 1-2 hours/month

Observer Corps: Reporting on public meetings. Up to 4 hours/month

Communications Committee: 1 hour for monthly meeting

Voter Services Committee: 1 hour every other month plus up to 1 hour/month for committee-related tasks

League Meetings: 2 hours, every other month on the second Saturday of the month

AS-NEEDED ACTIVITIES
Deputy Registrar: Registering voters. 2 hours/shift, with opportunities to work 8 -10 events in an election year

Candidate Forum: 2 to 5 hours during election cycle

Website: Updating information, 1 hour/ month

Writing/distributing press releases: 2-4 hours at a time a few times a year

Newsletter: Writing or researching an article. 1-4 hours at a time

Social media: 2-5 hours per month

Photography: 1 hour or more per event as needed

Sharing an idea: Sending a link to an event or article to
generate content for the newsletter and/or social media. Minutes!
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Upcoming Events
August 26  Social: Grow Our LWVPR Membership, 6 p.m., 530 N. Ashland, 
Park Ridge 

September 1  ERA RV and voter registration event, 3:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m., Park 
Ridge Community Church, 100 Courtland Avenue 

September 28  National Voter Registration Day 

September 28  Voter registration event at Maine West High School 

October 9  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

December 11  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

February 12  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

April 9  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3p.m. to 5 p.m.
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To inquire about membership: 

lwvparkridge@gmail.com

Contact Us  

For information about the 
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at 

www.lwvpr.org 

For the most current updates, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@LWVparkridge
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