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School Board Group Defeats Resolution that Would Have 
Endorsed Legislation Permitting Armed Teachers at Schools

Becky Mills addresses the need for 
openness in discussing the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan during public 
comments at the Park Ridge City 
Council meeting on June 7.

Two new groups have started discussions on the role our League can play in student leadership opportunities and in 
diversity, equity and inclusion. 
Denise Pearl led a discussion on student leadership again on Dec.13. If you want to join future student leadership 
discussions, please contact Amy Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com. 
Ginger Pennington is leading a discussion on diversity, equity and inclusion next month. If you want to take part in the 
DEI conversation, please click on the following link to fill out this Doodle to note your availability. Members interested 
in affordable housing are especially encouraged to attend. You can read our League’s policy about DEI on our website 
here.  
Our Environmental Committee is also in its early stages. Contact Sarah Nugent at s.nugent0221@gmail.com if you’re 
interested in learning more. 
Join one of these groups now and help shape the future of our League!

Student Leadership, DEI Groups Moving Forward

Illinois schools should not allow teachers and staff to be armed, 
delegates decided at the Illinois Association of School Boards 2021 
Delegate Assembly. The meeting took place on Nov. 20 in Chicago. 

By a margin of 202 to 181, delegates voted against the Student Safety 
and Protection Plan resolution that would have supported state 
legislation allowing school districts to permit trained teachers and staff to 
carry concealed firearms at school. This is the third time such a 
resolution has been defeated, according to an IASB press release. 

The Illinois League of Women Voters had opposed the resolution.  

Proponents of the resolution had argued that it could benefit rural areas 
where schools may experience slower police response times and have 
trouble filling security resource officer positions.  
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The City of Park Ridge is accepting applications for openings on its boards and 
commissions, including from high school students for its Youth Commission.  
The following positions are available with the number of available spots noted 
in parentheses: 
• Animal Commission (1) 
• Farmers Market Committee (1) 
• Historic Preservation (2) 
• Planning and Zoning Commission (1) 
• Youth Services Commission (students) 
• Zoning Board of Appeals (1) 
Applications are available here  on the city website, www.parkridge.us. 
Application deadline is Monday, Jan. 3 at 5 p.m. Return completed 
applications to Deputy City Clerk Brigid Madden by email, fax 847-318-5300, or 
mail or hand delivery to City of Park Ridge, 505 Butler Place, Park Ridge, IL 
60068. 
For more details about any of the positions, visit the Boards and Commissions 
section of the city’s website.

Apply By Jan. 3 for Open Positions 
on Park Ridge Boards, Commissions

Here are some highlights from our latest Observer Corps reports: 
• At the Park Ridge City Council meeting on Nov. 22, the first reading of the 

Tax Levy for 2022 was passed with an amendment to keep the amount the 
same as 2021 despite the advice of the city finance director. Aldermen Rick 
Biagi and Harmony Harrington voted against it. It looks like city revenues  
are up due to property sales and increased shopping in town during COVID.  

• At the Maine Township Board Meeting on Nov. 23, discussion included 
concerns about finances in areas other than the roads and bridges fund and 
the need for a tax increase to avoid serious financial problems. A final 
hearing of the tax proposal for 2022 will take place Dec. 27.  

For more details and to see other reports posted on our website, go to https://
lwvpr.org/observer-corps. Current Observer Corps volunteers are reminded 
that the sign up to cover meetings is located in the “Members Only” section on 
our League website, lwvpr.org. 

Observer Corps volunteers play a vital role in promoting transparency by 
attending local government meetings and posting reports to our website. To get 
involved, please contact Amy Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com. Interested 
League members can sign up for the next virtual Observer Corps Training  
from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Jan. 6. Register here. 
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Oakton Park Renovation Update:  
Residents who responded to the Oakton 
Park Project survey split on whether they 
favored a $31.7 million referendum to 
fund the full plan, while a majority saw 
renovation of the 52-year-old ice arena 
as a top priority. Read more in “Park 
Ridge Park Board divided on $31.7 
million referendum to upgrade Oakton 
Park with new sports building” in the 
Dec. 14 edition of the Park Ridge Herald-
Advocate. 

Critical Race Theory Explained: Join 
the League of Women Voters of 
Wheaton for the Zoom presentation 
“Critical Race Theory: What It Is and 
What It Isn’t,” part of its Civic Awareness 
Series. The program will take place Jan. 
13 at 7 p.m. Register here for the free 
program. 

Green Resolutions: Looking to reduce 
your carbon footprint in the new year? 
Check out the ABCs of EVs—Choosing 
Your Next Car from Go Green Wilmette. 
Visit their website, gogreenwilmette.org, 
for more tips on becoming a better 
steward of the environment. 

Primaries Delayed: Illinois isn’t the only 
state with a later than usual primary in 
2022. The North Carolina Supreme Court 
moved primaries from March to May due 
to pending court cases challenging the 
state’s political maps. An article on  
wral.com noted that, “The new voting 
maps are expected to deliver wins for 
Republicans in at least 10 of the sate’s 
14 U.S. House districts, and likely 
supermajorities in the state House and 
the state Senate, despite an electorate 
that’s politically near evenly split.” 

Plastic Waste on Display: The Plastic 
Bag Store features everything from 
carrots to cereal crafted from New York 
City trash. Store visits are free. You can 
buy a ticket to watch a series of puppet 
films ($30 adults/$20 students) that 
address the waste we leave behind. Visit 
the store at the Wrigley Building in 
Chicago from Jan. 20 through Jan. 30. 
See chicagopuppetfest.org for details. 

The percent of Black people charged with crimes has increased since 
2000, despite a steady decline in the number of people charged overall, 
according to an investigation by Injustice Watch and the Better 
Government Association with data from The Circuit. 
Black people made up 57 percent of defendants in Cook County Circuit 
Court in 2000. That rose to 65 percent in 2018, according to the report. 
Now, despite making up just 25 percent of the population in Cook 
County, Black people account for more than 60 percent of the criminal 
cases filed and are incarcerated at a rate of more than 17 times that of 
white people. 
Learn more about the story behind those numbers in the Dec. 1 article 
“Fewer People in Cook County Are Being Charged With Crimes. Why 
Are Black People Making Up a Larger Share of Defendants?” on the 
Better Government Association website, bettergov.org.  
You can read the League of Women Voters of Park Ridge position on 
criminal justice here.

Arrests Since 2000 Down— 
Unless You’re Black, Report Says

2022 Gubernatorial Primary Election Dates 

June 12 Last day to register to vote by online    
        application 

June 13 First day of early voting 

June 23 Last day to request a mail ballot 

June 27 Last day of early voting 

June 28 Last day mail ballots can be postmarked 

June 28 Election Day 

Go here to sign up with the 
Cook County Clerk’s Office 
to receive important 
election information by 
email.  

Applications for mail ballots 
are generally available 
about three months prior to 
Election Day. 
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Upcoming Events
January 6  Observer Corps Training via Zoom, 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Register here. 

January 13  “Critical Race Theory: What It Is and What It Isn’t,” LWV of 
Wheaton Zoom program, 7 p.m. Register here. 

February 12  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

April 9  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3p.m. to 5 p.m. 

June 13  Early voting starts for Gubernatorial Primary 

June 28  Election Day
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To inquire about membership: 

lwvparkridge@gmail.com

Contact Us  

For information about the 
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at 

www.lwvpr.org 

For the most current updates, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@LWVparkridge
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