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Candidate Forum for 2nd Ward Slated for March 18

Racism, Redistricting Among 
Topics for Issues Briefing
Help others prepare to advocate for change by inviting them to attend the 
Issues Briefings sponsored by the League of Women Voters of Illinois. The 
briefings will take place over Zoom on two consecutive Saturday mornings, 
February 20 and 27. 

The sessions on February 20 will focus on environmental justice, the path 
forward after the failure of the graduated income tax referendum and the role 
of housing as a determinant of economic success. The sessions on February 
27 will cover systemic racism and inequality, the role of sanctuary cities and 
mobilizing communities to advocate for themselves in the redistricting process. 

For a full schedule and list of speakers, and to register for the event, visit 
Issues Briefing 2021. Tickets cost $10 per day. Scholarships are available by 
contacting issues@lwvil.org. 

The League of Women Voters of Park Ridge will host a virtual candidate forum on March 18 from 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. for the 
race for the Park Ridge 2nd Ward. 

Candidates Fred Sanchez and Julianna Lopez de Philbrook will participate in the event moderated by a high school 
student and guided by Heidi Graham, president of the League of Women Voters of Arlington Heights. Look for details, 
coming soon, on how to register for the forum on the events section of our website, lwvpr.org.  

To volunteer to help with the event, contact Sarah Nugent at s.nugent0221@gmail.com. Help is needed in all aspects 
including planning, promotion, gathering questions and assisting the night of the event.

https://app.mobilecause.com/e/vW1qrw?vid=gkm6d
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http://lwvpr.org
mailto:s.nugent0221@gmail.com


Board Of Directors 

President   
Sarah Nugent  
s.nugent0221@gmail.com 

Vice President  
Arlene Levin    
arlene.levin@gmail.com 

Vice President  
Rebecca Little    
rebeccalittle78@yahoo.com 

Secretary  
Judy Fregetto    
judyfregetto@gmail.com 
  
Treasurer  
Karen Hein 
kaschmidthein@aol.com 

Director/Liaison to Go Green 
Park Ridge  
Cindy Grau  
cgrau8@gmail.com 
  
Director of Voter Services  
Karen Reid  
kayreid@comcast.net 

Newsletter Editor 
Tina Kapinos 
tina@kapinos.com 

 

Contact Us at:  
lwvparkridge@gmail.com 

Illinois Voter Guide to Release 
Info on Local Elections Feb. 25
LWV of Illinois will feature candidate information for the April 6 Consolidated 
Election in its Illinois Voter Guide beginning February 25. The guide will cover 
municipalities with populations greater than 10,000 and all school boards 
throughout the state. 

In the meantime, voters can still use the guide to link to online voter 
registration, vote-by-mail applications and to check their voter registration.

Make a Plan to Vote By Mail
The Illinois LWV reminds us that legislation that provided drop boxes for the 
November General Election expired December 31. Keep this in mind if you 
plan to vote by mail in the Consolidated Election on April 6.  

Request your mail ballot early (applications are being accepted now!). 
Remember to drop your completed ballot in the mail before Election Day—the 
sooner the better. To request a mail ballot in suburban Cook County, click 
here.  

Early in-person voting begins March 22. For more information, visit 
cookcountyclerkil.gov.  

Request a mail ballot: Click here!
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Meet Park Ridge candidates: Go Green Park 
Ridge invites you to the online event Park Ridge 
Candidate Meet & Greet on Tuesday, March 16, 
at 7 p.m. Candidates in the contested races for 
2nd Ward Alderman, Park Board, High School 
District 207 and City Clerk will participate. 

Black history and the LWV: Learn the role of 
women of color in the League of Women Voters 
in “The Untold Story of Women of Color in the 
League of Women Voters,” written by the 
league’s first Black president, Dr. Carolyn 
Jefferson-Jenkins. Dr. Jefferson-Jenkins served 
as the national league’s president from 1998 to 
2002. 

Transportation and the future of green 
energy: U.S. Rep. Sean Casten of Illinois’ 6th 
Congressional District will lead a discussion on 
electric transportation, including the 
government’s role in moving to green energy, in a 
Zoom event on Tuesday, Feb. 16, from 7 p.m. to 
8:30 p.m. Sponsored by the LWV Palatine Area 
and Palatine Cool Cites Evironmental Team, the 
event is free and open to the public. Go here for 
more details and here to register. 

Ballot battles: Three candidates for Norridge 
trustee were removed from the ballot for 
improperly fastening their petitions. They plan to 
appeal. Meanwhile, no word yet on an appeal to 
a decision to throw Republican candidates off the 
ballot in Maine Township.  

Fighting voter apathy: LWV of Glen Ellyn will 
address how to motivate people to vote in local 
elections in “Local Elections & You: Fighting Voter 
Apathy"  at 7 p.m., February 18, on Zoom. 
Speakers include Connie Mixon, a political 
science professor at Elmhurst University, Patrick 
Watson, NAACP political action chair, and 
Reatha Owen, senior field services director for 
the Illinois Association of School Boards. 

Candidate info: See who’s on the ballot in Des 
Plaines at speakdesplaines.org. The site 
promises more candidate information soon, 
including for the High School District 207 School 
Board and the Maine Township Board.

Observer Corps Program 
Expands, Keeps Local 
Government Accountable
Eleven of our League members are now trained to monitor 
local government meetings through our Observer Corps. 
Plans are underway 
to cover Park Ridge 
City Council and 
Maine Township 
Board meetings. 
Reports on these 
and other general 
meetings will appear 
on our website, 
lwvpr.org.  

Another training 
session for anyone 
interested in 
participating in the 
Observer Corps will 
take place online 
from 9 a.m. to 11 
a.m. on Saturday, 
March 20. For more details, contact Amy Bartucci at 
aeb925@gmail.com. 

For additional information on this program, visit our 
updated Observer Corps page on our website, lwvpr.org.

More Ways to Get Involved
Here are more way you can get involved in the LWV of 
Park Ridge: 

• Learn how to become a moderator for League-
sponsored candidate forums. A training session will take 
place after April elections. If you would like to 
participate, contact Amy Bartucci at 
aeb925@gmail.com. Want to learn more about what a 
moderator is responsible for during a forum? Watch our 
virtual candidate forum from last fall here. 

• Help with our communications efforts. If you’re 
interested in contributing to our website, newsletter or 
social media efforts, contact Amy Bartucci at 
aeb925@gmail.com. Curious but not ready to jump in? 
Let Amy know, and you can join us for any of our 
upcoming communications calls. 

• Join a working group for a proposed candidate study. 
For details, contact Alice Dobrinsky at 
alice.dobrinsky@gmail.com.
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Dawn Conroy   
  
Background: I have lived in the Chicago area my whole life, growing up on the 
Northwest Side of the city.  
Current home: My family moved to Park Ridge in 2015. We enjoy our neighborhood on 
the southeast corner of the city, near Edison Park. 
Occupation: I'm the manager, marketing services, for the American Society of Safety 
Professionals. We are a global organization that supports workplace health and safety, 
and our headquarters are located in Park Ridge.  
Family: My husband, Kevin, and I have been married since 2007, and we have one 
son, Neil, who is 8 and is in second grade at Roosevelt Elementary. 
Hobbies: In non-pandemic times I enjoy traveling, antiques/thrifting and dining out 
(those were the days!), and I'm also an avid member of Orangetheory Fitness.  
Why I joined the League: I wanted to connect with more women in the community with 
similar interests and gain a better understanding and be a more active participant in our local government. 
Prior political experience: I have assisted with several local campaigns' marketing efforts and really enjoyed it. I was 
also Student Council President in eighth grade, but my favorite part of the process was creating my campaign posters... 
probably was an early sign of my desire to go into marketing! 
Fun fact: I was a baton twirler as a kid and still enjoy giving it a twirl every now and again! 
Favorite quote: "Decisions are made by those who show up." —Aaron Sorkin 
Words to live by: "If you want to go fast, go alone. If you want to go far, go together." 
One more thing: I'm looking forward to meeting more of our members and getting to know you all!

Go Green Park Ridge is co-
sponsoring a watch party for the 
documentary “Youth v. Gov” on 
Thursday, March 11, at 6:30 p.m. 
The film is part of the online One 
Earth Film Festival, which runs 
March 5 through March 14. 

The film follows the case of youth 
now aged 13 to 24 who filed suit 
against the U.S. government for for 
the government’s failure to address 
the climate crisis therefore 
violating their constitutional rights 
to life, liberty, personal safety and 
property. The film is appropriate for 
ages 14 and up. Admission is free 
but an $8 donation is encouraged. 
Advance registration is 
recommend.  

Register for the film and watch 
party at Eventbrite. For a complete schedule and description of other films in the festival, visit www.oneearthfilmfest.org. 

Click above for a preview of the One Earth Film Festival.

Join Watch Party for Film on Court Battle Over Climate Crisis

Member Snapshot

https://www.oneearthfilmfest.org/films-az-2021/youth-v-gov
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/youth-v-gov-watch-party-tickets-138191690065
http://www.oneearthfilmfest.org
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=DJa3ARKXTv8


Upcoming Events
February 20  LWV of Illinois Issues Briefing 2021, register here 

February 27  LWV of Illinois Issues Briefing 2021, register here 

March 18  Candidate Forum, 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. 

March 20  Observer Corps Training, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

March 21  Last day to register to vote by online application 

March 22  First day of early voting 

April 1  Last day to request a mail ballot 

April 5  Last day of early voting 

April 6  Election Day 

April 10  LWV of Park Ridge Annual Meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., register here
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To inquire about membership: 

lwvparkridge@gmail.com
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Contact Us  

For information about the 
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at 

www.lwvpr.org 

For the most current updates, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@LWVparkridge
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