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Criminal Justice Positions Approved

Observer Corps Training to Take Place January 30
Anyone interested in monitoring local government meetings through our Observer Corps should sign up for the 
upcoming training session. The session will take place on Saturday, January 30, from 10 a.m. to noon.  
Provided by LWVIL, the training will offer an overview of Illinois' Open Meetings Act and the role of the Observer Corps 
to ensure transparency and accountability at public meetings. Responsibilities of observers and procedures for 
observing will be covered. Register here.   
For additional information on this program, visit our website, lwvpr.org, and click on the Observer Program tab. You 
can review the Observer Corps Resource Guide and check out past Observer Corps reports on local government 
meetings including Maine Township, the Park Ridge City Council and others.

Park Ridge League members Mary Fontaine and Becky Mills led a call on 
January 16 to determine the consensus of our Park Ridge League in support 
for or opposition to proposed criminal justice positions of the League of 
Women Voters of Illinois. Participating members voted unanimously in support 
for all 14 proposed positions. Visit here to learn more about LWVIL's study 
and proposed positions.  
Highlights from the consensus call include:  

• Support for community policing and restorative justice principles and 
practices   

• Support for training for individuals working in the criminal justice system to 
recognize implicit racial and ethnic bias in order to more adequately work 
toward the goal of equal treatment under the law 

• Support for police to use alternatives to arrest whenever possible 

• Abolishment of cash bail 

• Support for state funding of community-based sanctions and treatment 
instead of incarceration 

Prior to voting, some members raised questions about the extra cost or 
additional layer of bureaucracy some programs might entail. It was noted that 
the positions that call for reduced incarceration could actually save money, 
while any positions endorsing  new programs called for reviews to assess 
their effectiveness over time. 
The League of Women Voters of Illinois is gathering consensus from local 
leagues across the state through January and will formally adopt a revised 
position at the state convention this summer. Our Park Ridge league will 
formally adopt our own criminal justice position at our Annual Meeting in April.

https://www.lwvil.org/criminal-justice-position-update-study
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUoduCorj8sGtVzLMIqH7ftPSSQcPL92-UI
http://lwvpr.org
https://lwvpr.org/observer-program
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Park Ridge voters will see just a handful of contested races on their ballots in 
the April Consolidated Election.  
According to newspaper reports, races for mayor, 4th and 6th Ward aldermen, 
Park Ridge-Niles School District 64, and East Maine School District 63 are all 
uncontested. Contested races include City Clerk, 2nd Ward alderman, Maine 
Township High School District 207, Park Ridge Park Board of Commissioners 
and Maine Township Town Board. See this Park Ridge Herald-Advocate article 
for a list of candidates. 
The state of the Republican candidates for Maine Township Board is still up in 
the air after the entire slate was challenged because the meeting to determine 
that slate took place outside of Maine Township, contrary to election law. The 
township’s Election Board is scheduled to render its final decision on the slate 
on January 21. An appeal is possible. See the Journal & Topics for a rundown 
on this case. 
Des Plaines residents will see more contested races, including four candidates 
for mayor and five candidates in the 3rd Ward.  The Daily Herald noted that in 
both races, the incumbent can’t run again due to term limits. 
Sometime after election officials certify all candidates (the deadline is January 
28), you will be able to see what’s on your ballot by visiting 
cookcountyclerkil.gov. The deadline to file as a write-in candidate is Feb. 4. 
Local newspapers, including the Park Ridge Herald-Advocate, the Journal & 
Topics in Park Ridge and Des Plaines, and the Daily Herald in Des Plaines are 
probably your best sources for keeping up on local election information. 

Nearly Half of Park Ridge Races 
Uncontested in April Election

2021 Consolidated Election 
March 9  Voter registration closes for deputy registrars and 

 local election officials 

March 10   Grace period registration begins 

March 21   Last day to register to vote by online application 

March 22   First day of early voting 

April 1   Last day to request a mail ballot 

April 5   Last day of early voting 

April 5   Last day of grace period registration and voting 

April 6   Last day mail ballots can be postmarked 

April 6   Election Day
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https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/park-ridge/ct-prh-candidates-running-tl-1224-20201222-unovtyp23vfjxco3qjfro4skpy-story.html
https://www.journal-topics.com/articles/maine-electoral-board-votes-2-1-to-not-dismiss-complaint-final-vote-jan-21-on-whether-gop-slate-can-be-on-ballot/
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20201221/four-mayoral-candidates-in-des-plaines-three-in-mount-prospect
https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/service/your-voter-information
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/park-ridge/
https://www.journal-topics.com
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D.C. Statehood: After the recent attack on the 
Capitol, calls from the mayor of D.C. and others to 
make D.C. our 51st state have increased. The 
National LWV supports D.C. statehood and has a 
petition on its website under “Stand Up for DC 
Statehood.” The Washington Post laid out the 
struggle to make this happen in “Could D.C. become 
a state? Explaining the hurdles to statehood.” 

Observer Corps Nuggets: What kind of information 
can you find in Observer Corps reports? A LWV of 
Cook County report has updates on COVID, 
including noting that the county is finding it difficult to 
hire nurses, especially when an agency nurse can 
make as much as $200 per hour in other states. 

Election By Ping-Pong Ball: This reminder that 
every vote matters is brought to you by a suburban 
town near Houston where earlier this month a 
mayor’s race ended in a tie and the winner was 
determined by pulling a signed ping-pong ball out of 
a hat. The winner told the New York Times, “It was 
really exciting, but it’s a horrible way to resolve an 
election. It’s always better to have people decide 
elections, not random chance.” We couldn’t agree 
more. 

More People Vote for Judges: Injustice Watch 
reported that about 70 percent of Cook County 
voters cast votes in judicial retention races in 2020, 
more than in any election in the past 30 years. 
Participation has moved in an upward trend since 
1990, when less than 50 percent of voters 
participated in retention races. The increased 
participation has also brought with it a change in 
voting patterns, with one judge removed by voters in 
2018 and again in 2020. No judge lost a retention 
bid between 1992 and 2016. 

If you have an item to share on “The Short List,” 
please send it to Newsletter Editor Tina Kapinos at 
tina@kapinos.com. 

Here’s a picture by the numbers of the criminal 
justice system in Illinois. Thanks to Mary 
Fontaine for her help compiling this data. 

10,000 people in Illinois prisons in 1977 
38,150 people in Illinois prisons in 2019 
Source: Civic Federation 

15% of Illinois population that is African-
American 

56% of the Illinois prison population that is 
African-American 

Source: Vera Insitute of Justice 

$5 million spent daily on policing in Chicago 
1 day of money spent on policing = 
5 months of mental health spending 
18 months of the substance abuse         

counseling budget 
32 months of violence prevention spending 

(5.5 months under 2020 budget*)  
Source: Chicago Sun-Times   *Our City, Our Safety 

$1.5 billion budgeted for the Illinois 
Department of Corrections 

Source: Civic Federation 

$153 million budgeted to settle Chicago police 
misconduct cases in 2020 

Source: Block Club Chicago 

$5 estimated savings in recidivism costs for 
every $1 spent on education 

15,000 inmates without a high school degree or 
GED (as of June 2018) 

723 inmates who received a GED in fiscal year 
2018 

Source: WILL News 

Criminal Justice Numbers
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Member Snapshot
Carla Owen   
  
Background: I’m a local, through and through.  I spent most of my elementary 
school years in the Edison Park neighborhood of Chicago that borders Park 
Ridge.  My parents moved to Park Ridge when I was in 7th grade, and I 
attended the “old” Emerson Jr. High and then Maine South High School.  
Current home:  My husband and I moved to Park Ridge in 1992 and have 
lived here ever since. 
Occupation: I am an attorney, and I began my career as a labor and 
employee benefits attorney with Vedder Price in Chicago. More recently, I 
served as a pro bono attorney for Catholic Charities and currently I volunteer 
with Chicago Volunteer Legal Services as a guardian ad litem (GAL) 
representing the interests of children in contested custody matters. I feel 
fortunate to have found something that I love doing.  
Family: My husband, Terry, and I have been married for 31 years, and we 
have two children.  Christian is 26, an engineer, and lives and works in 
Chicago. Marisa is 23, an elementary school teacher in the Chicago Public 
School system, and she also lives in Chicago. 
Hobbies: I like to journal, cook, garden and read. I recently  took up oil 
painting. I’m not great at any of these things, but I enjoy them. I also love to travel, and look forward to getting back to 
that. 
Why I joined the League: After the 2016 election, I felt it was important to get more involved in what was happening in 
our country.  I think that I’d been lulled into some level of complacency about the world spinning on in the right direction 
without too much involvement.  But then suddenly I realized that it was not, in my view.  I'd been hearing about the 
League of Women Voters for a long time, and I thought it would offer me a good way to meet and work alongside others 
from our area who cared about our civic responsibilities and wanted to spur interest and participation in them.  As I am 
sitting here writing this, the US Capitol is alarmingly under siege, reinforcing my belief that informed involvement by 
citizens at all levels is very important. 
I was surprised to learn how few members the League had at the time that I joined, but was impressed with how 
impactful that small group could be. It  has been inspiring to see how our membership has grown recently.  Most 
importantly, being involved in the League has given me an opportunity to meet and work with a great group of women 
who I might not have ever crossed paths with otherwise.   
Goals: I just want to participate in League efforts and serve the League in whatever way I can. 
Political experience: Since December of 2012, I have been a member of the Maine Township High School District 207 
school board, which oversees Maine East, Maine South and Maine West.  I recently decided to run again for another 
term.  
Fun fact: For most of my pre-college years, I wanted to be a veterinarian. I love dogs, and I trained my Irish Setter to be 
an obedience champion when I was a teenager. I ended up a lawyer with two often ill-behaved (but so lovable) golden 
retrievers.  
Brush with fame: I met Bruce Springsteen, briefly. I cannot describe the meeting— I am a big fan and I was in 
shock. There is photo evidence, however. I also briefly met Hillary Clinton in 2016 when she came to Park Ridge for a 
campaign event, and I found her to be warm and attentive to each person she met.   
Favorite quote: “The years teach much which the days never knew.”  — Ralph Waldo Emerson 
Best advice: When I would agonize over some difficult decision I needed to make affecting my life, my mom used to 
remind me that very few choices in life are set in stone. She would tell me to think things through before acting, but don’t 
be paralyzed by indecision. This way of thinking gave me freedom to do and try things, and even if I had to change 
course I tried to learn through my mistakes.  
One more thing: It's a privilege and a pleasure to be associated with the League and its members. It's an 
accomplished, thoughtful, caring group of women, and I believe we make a difference in our community.  I'm looking 
forward to much more good work and achievement ahead.  



Upcoming Events

January 27  ERA Call to Action, visit VoteEquality.US for details. 

January 30  Observer Corps Training, 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. Register here. 

Feb 13  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Register here. 

March 21  Last day to register to vote by online application 

March 22  First day of early voting 

April 1  Last day to request a mail ballot 

April 5  Last day of early voting 

April 6  Election Day

Contact Us  

For information about the 
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at 

www.lwvpr.org 

For the most current updates, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@LWVparkridge
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To inquire about membership: 

lwvparkridge@gmail.com
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Request your mail ballot now for the April 6 election!
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https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZAlcuCrpzIuHNLCpR8LggkHU9i3Ku6CdEBH
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https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/agency/vote-mail
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