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Pritzker Signs Act With Provisions 
for Mail Voting, Cybersecurity

Becky Mills addresses the need for 
openness in discussing the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan during public 
comments at the Park Ridge City 
Council meeting on June 7.

Gov. J.B. Pritzker signed a voting bill on June 17 that delays the date 
of the next Illinois primary and allows voters to permanently vote by 
mail, among other provisions. Here are some of the highlights:


• New primary date: Moves the primary to June 28, 2022, with early 
voting beginning on May 19. This change is to accommodate the 
delay in census data needed for redistricting.  


• Election Day holiday: Makes the General Election on Nov. 8, 2022, 
a state holiday.


• Curbside voting: Permits curbside voting during early voting and on 
Election Day.


• Permanent vote by mail: Allows voters to opt in to permanent vote 
by mail status.


• Disability accommodations: Allows voters with a disability to 
receive a mail ballot electronically so they can vote using adaptive 
technology.


• Double duty permitted: Forbids local governments from enacting 
ordinances requiring a member of the General Assembly to resign 
before seeking local office. 


• Gender neutrality: Changes all statutory designations of alderman 
and aldermen to alderperson and alderpersons, and the 
designations congressman and congressmen to congressperson 
and congresspersons.


• High school voter education: Requires the State Board of 
Elections to prepare a one-page document on how to register to 
vote that high schools must provide to their students (though 
schools may disseminate the document electronically).


• Cyber security: Provides provisions to improve cyber security, 
including requiring election authorities to conduct monthly 
vulnerability scans.


To see the entire act, visit ilga.gov at Public Act 102-0015. 

Voting Dates 

September 28, 2021: National 
Voter Registration Day

June 28, 2022: New Primary 
Election date. Early voting starts 
May 19.

November 8, 2022: General 
Midterm Elections 

http://ilga.gov
https://www.ilga.gov/legislation/publicacts/102/PDF/102-0015.pdf
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Help Us Register New Voters on 
National Voter Registration Day!
As we gear up for National Voter Registration Day on September 28, we are 
still looking for more members to step up to become volunteer deputy voter 
registrars. Sign up with Karen Reid to schedule an online training session so 
you can help register new voters at our event at Maine West High School on 
September 28, and more throughout the year. 

To sign up for training, send your name, address, phone number, and email 
address to Karen Reid at kayreid@comcast.net. Karen will need to submit this 
information to the Cook County Clerk’s Office noting that the LWV of Park 
Ridge is sponsoring you before you can begin training. 

Curious about what the deputy registrar training will cover? Check out the 
“Deputy Registrar Training Manual” by clicking here. 

Members who have already served as deputy registrars are reminded to renew 
their commissions if they have not yet done so. The current term for deputy 
registrars runs from Dec. 1, 2020, to Nov. 30, 2022. To renew, members should 
go to this page (on www.cookcountyclerkil.gov), complete and sign the “Deputy 
Registrar Voter Oath” form making sure to list their old deputy registrar number, 
and then send their completed form to the address listed on that form.  A new 
card should arrive in one to two weeks.

Attendees at the League of Women Voters of Illinois convention in June 
approved an update to the League’s criminal justice position and three “pillars” 
for focusing advocacy efforts. 

The new criminal justice position was put together with input from Leagues 
around the state, including the LWV of Park 
Ridge. The LWV of Illinois will add this 
updated position to Where We Stand, 
which can be found on its website, 
lwvil.org. To see a draft of the adopted 
update, click draft position to go directly to 
the draft or select the “For Members” tab 

on the state League website and then go to 
“Convention 2021,” select “Proposed Program” and then choose “Criminal 
Justice Position Update.” 

The three pillars adopted will serve as the basis for the League’s advocacy 
efforts throughout the year. Those pillars are voting rights and election 
processes, the climate change crisis (including advocating for the Clean 
Energy Jobs Act and fighting for environmental justice for minority 
communities) and equitably meeting basic human needs (including healthcare, 
economic support, housing, safety, justice, and education). You can learn more 
about these issues at lwvil.org/active-issues.  

Criminal Justice Update Passed at 
LWV of Illinois State Convention, 
Advocacy Pillars Adopted

LWV of Illinois 
Convention Update

https://www.lwvil.org/where-we-stand
http://lwvil.org
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Redistricting continues: The redistricting process is 
underway with the final vote on the Cook County Board of 
Commissioners districts slated tentatively for August 30, 
dependent on the anticipated release of census data in 
mid-August. LWV of Cook County has played an important 
role in the process, including recommending that each 
municipality and Chicago neighborhood be within a single 
district. Check out the LWV of Cook County newsletter for 
more information on the process and the LWV of Cook 
County Action and Testimony page for the latest updates. 
Lawsuits pending: In addition to a challenge from 
Republicans, the Mexican American Legal Defense and 
Educational Fund (MALDEF) filed suit in June calling out 
state legislators for using American Community Survey 
estimates, rather than waiting for census data, to draw 
lines for districts for the Illinois General Assembly. “Using 
the ACS estimates to draw district boundaries puts all 
Illinois voters—especially those in in traditionally 
underrepresented communities, such as Latinos—at risk 
of being disenfranchised,” MALDEF said in a statement 
posted to its website. 
Talking politics: Chicago Tribune political reporter Rick 
Pearson talked about the state of Illinois politics at a 
program hosted by the LWV of Wheaton. Pearson gave a 
detailed explanation of what’s happening with redistricting 
at the start of the program. (It’s definitely worth a listen if 
you’re confused about the process.) He then addressed 
questions about how the tone of the Illinois legislature has 
changed since Emanuel “Chris” Welch took over as 
speaker (there’s more openness), the state of the energy 
bill (chance of passage looks slim), whether Adam 
Kinzinger or Jeanne Ives will run for state office soon 
(probably not) and more. Watch the program here. 
Double Duty: Rosemont Mayor Bradley Stephens isn’t 
the only one doing double-duty as a state representative. 
Another state representative, Thaddeus Jones, recently 
won the election for Calumet City mayor despite a town 
rule that candidates have to resign from any public, paid 
office in Illinois before running for mayor. Jones said that a 
recent Illinois law prohibiting such measures should put an 
end to the dispute. Read more here. 
Heat Waves Hit Minorities Harder: A study from 
researchers at the University of California San Diego 
noted that it can be significantly hotter in poorer, non-white 
neighborhoods than in wealthier, whiter neighborhoods in 
the same metropolitan area. This interactive map shows 
how redlining has affected temperature differences in the 
United States. According to the map, Park Ridge is .6 
degrees C below the Chicago area average temperature, 
while Pilsen (a 91 percent minority neighborhood) is 2.8 
degrees above. When converted to Fahrenheit, that 
means Pilsen averages 6 degrees hotter than Park Ridge.

With 13 candidates vying for the Democratic 
nomination for New York City mayor and New Yorkers 
using ranked choice voting for the first time, things 
were bound to get a little messy, and they did.  
Releasing figures throughout the process in an effort to 
promote transparency caused some confusion, 
especially when the New York City board of elections 
had to retract some figures due to mistakenly adding 
135,000 “test ballots” to the tally.   
On the voting side, although voters could rank up to 
five candidates, some chose to vote for only one 
candidate while others took the new process in stride. 
As one voter told the New York Times, “It’s really easy if 
people just learn how to read.” 
In the end, the candidate who led on Election Day 
ended up winning the nomination. 
The New York City board of elections posted round-by-
round vote totals on its website. Below is a sample of 
how things went among the top vote-getters. Third-
place finisher Maya Wiley gave her own take on the 
process in an opinion piece in the Washington Post, “I 
lost the NYC mayoral race, but women and minorities 
win with ranked-choice voting.” 

Democratic Primary for NYC Mayor 
Sample of Ranked Choice Totals 

Round 1 
Eric L. Adams  30.7% 
Maya D. Wiley  21.4% 
Kathryn Garcia 19.6% 
Andrew Yang  12.2% 

Round 5 
Eric L. Adams  31.7% 
Maya D. Wiley  22.4% 
Kathryn Garcia 20.5% 
Andrew Yang  13% 

Round 7 
Eric L. Adams 40.5% 
Maya D. Wiley. 29.1% 
Kathryn Garcia 30.5% 
Andrew Yang eliminated 

Round 8 (Final Round) 
Eric L. Adams 50.4% 
Maya D. Wiley  eliminated 
Kathryn Garcia  49.6%

How Ranked Choice 
Voting (Mostly) Worked 
in NYC Mayor’s Race

https://www.nytimes.com/2021/06/21/nyregion/nyc-voters-ranked-choice.html?referringSource=articleShare
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Here are some highlights from 
our latest Observer Corps 
reports: 

• At the July 6 Park Ridge City 
Council meeting, discussion 
continued on a hotel project on 
Higgins Road and the council 
voted unanimously to adopt 
changes to a city ordinance 
regarding dress to make it 
gender neutral. 

For more details and to see other 
reports posted on our website, go 
to https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps.  

Don’t find out the hard way that a 
city meeting has been cancelled! 
Check the City of Park Ridge 
website (www.parkridge.us) and 
go to “Agendas and Minutes” 
under the “Government” tab. You 
can also scroll to the bottom of the 
main page to “Upcoming Events” 
and click on the tab "See All 
Events" to verify meeting times 
and dates.  

Current Observer Corps 
volunteers are reminded that the 
sign up to cover meetings is 
located in the “Members Only” 
section on our League website, 
lwvpr.org.  

Observer Corps volunteers play a 
vital role in promoting 
transparency by attending local 
government meetings and posting 
reports to our website. To get 
involved, contact Amy Bartucci at 
aeb925@gmail.com.

Want to learn more? Visit www.illinoislegalaid.org for step-by-step 
instructions; www.ilga.gov for the full text of the act in Illinois; foia.gov for 
information on filing a FOIA on the federal level; and the 6-minute video  
“Everything you need to know about FOIA” from the Washington Post. 
League members can find detailed information on preparing a FOIA request 
and mounting an appeal at Guide to the Illinois Freedom of Information Act 
found under “Issues & Advocacy” in the “For Members/League Resources” 
section of the LWV of Illinois website, lwvil.org. 

https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps
http://www.parkridge.us/
http://lwvpr.org/
mailto:aeb925@gmail.com
https://www.illinoislegalaid.org/legal-information/submitting-state-foia-request
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VpAfQUIWGhg
https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5eb87706d3837677cd92bc85/t/5f2726603e950f19cae0abb1/1596401248094/guide-to-freedom-of-information-act_2007.pdf
http://lwvil.org


Member Snapshot

Danielle Powers 
  
Background: Born and raised in small town, Illinois (Pecatonica and 
Durand, Illinois, respectively—small farming communities in north central 
Illinois). 
Current home: I live right near Lincoln Middle and Washington 
Elementary schools in Park Ridge. 
Occupation: I'm a lawyer, representing small business and non-profit 
clients as well as residential real estate clients. 
Family: My husband, Will, children Graham (11), Fiona (10), August (6) 
and Arden (4). 
Hobbies: I love the natural world and enjoy gardening and birding. We 
also share our home with a number of rescued pets. 
Why I joined the League: I was craving a place to make a difference in our 
local community with like-minded individuals. 
Goals: I really would like to make our Park Ridge community a better place for all residents; also, selfishly, I'd like to 
meet new friends and expand my community reach. 
Prior political involvement: I did recently run unsuccessfully for City Clerk, so I have an interest in it. 
Fun fact: My friends and family believe I have a unique ability to spot wildlife that no one else sees. 
Favorite things: I love to laugh, so I enjoy comedy (especially stand-up) quite a bit; I also love to cook and eat amazing 
food. 
Favorite quote: “We do not have to become heroes overnight. Just a step at a time, meeting each thing that comes up, 
seeing it as not as dreadful as it appears, discovering that we have the strength to stare it down.” —Eleanor Roosevelt 
Words to live by: Perfect is the enemy of good. 
Best advice I ever received: Knowledge and skills are far better to share than keep for yourself; at some point, 
everyone has help along the way—be that help. 
One more thing: I'm honored to be a part of the League and can't wait to get involved! 

Property Tax Inequities, Refunds Subject of Treasurer’s Talk
Cook County Treasurer Maria Pappas gave a far-
ranging talk on property taxes at a Zoom 
program sponsored by the LWV of Cook County. 
Pappas discussed how residents can see if 
they’re owed a property tax refund and explained 
how those in predominantly Black and Hispanic 
neighborhoods are paying a greater percentage 
in property taxes than those in predominantly 
white neighborhoods. This graphic (at right), 
taken from her presentation, shows how 
residents of Riverdale, a predominantly African-
American community, are carrying a higher tax 
burden than residents of the predominantly white 
suburb of Inverness. Look for a recording of the 
talk at the LWV of Cook County website, 
lwvcookcounty.org. For more information on the 
debt study or to see if you’re owed a refund, visit 
cookcountytreasurer.com. 

http://lwvcookcounty.org
http://cookcountytreasurer.com


Upcoming Events
August 14  LWV of Park Ridge meeting via Zoom, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

August 26  Social: Grow Our LWVPR Membership, 6 p.m., 530 N. Ashland, 
Park Ridge. 

September 28  National Voter Registration Day 

September 28  Voter registration event at Maine West High School.
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To inquire about membership: 

lwvparkridge@gmail.com

Contact Us  

For information about the 
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at 

www.lwvpr.org 

For the most current updates, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@LWVparkridge

iiiiiiiiiii
iiiiiiiiiii
iiiiiiiiiii
iiiiiiiiiii

Graphic: Dawn Conroy

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

iiiiiiiiiiiiii
iiiiiiiiiiiiii
iiiiiiiiiiiiii

https://www.facebook.com/LWVParkRidge
https://www.instagram.com/lwvparkridge/
https://www.facebook.com/LWVParkRidge
https://www.facebook.com/LWVParkRidge
https://www.instagram.com/lwvparkridge/
https://www.instagram.com/lwvparkridge/
mailto:lwvparkridge@gmail.com
http://www.lwvpr.org

	Upcoming Events

