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Members Call for Transparency 
at June 7 City Council Meeting

Becky Mills addresses the need for 
openness in discussing the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan during public 
comments at the Park Ridge City 
Council meeting on June 7.

Citing recent email exchanges between a set of Park Ridge City Council 
members and the chair of the Planning and Zoning Commission, several LWV 
of Park Ridge members spoke up about the need for transparency at the Park 
Ridge City Council meeting on June 7.  
In both a written statement and public comments at the meeting, League Co-
Vice President Becky Mills, speaking as a member of the Park Ridge Planning 
and Zoning Commission, called into question actions affecting the 
Comprehensive Plan.  
“In the span of a few weeks,” Mills said in her statement, “the Community 
Preservation & Development Director was dismissed, four aldermen delivered 
legal disclosures about behind-the-scenes communications, and Freedom of 
Information Act (FOIA) documents of email communications between staff and 

officials have been 
circulated in the 
community.”  
Mills pointed out that 
directions the chair of the 
Planning and Zoning 
Commission gave to staff 
regarding the plan had not 
been approved by the full 
commission, and that 
affordable housing 
recommendations had 
been removed despite 
public commentary in 
support of this measure. 
In a statement in support 
of Mills, LWV member 
Ginger Pennington noted 
that city code calls for the 
Comprehensive Plan to 
reflect only the Planning 
and Zoning Commission’s 
deliberation and 
judgement.  
See Transparency, next 
page.

Addressing City Council, Becky Mills 
stresses the need for openness in 
discussing the Comprehensive Plan.

Voting Dates 

September 28, 2021: National 
Voter Registration Day

March 15, 2022: Original Primary 
Election date

June 28, 2022: New Primary 
Election date if proposed 
legislation is enacted. Early voting 
would start May 19.

November 8, 2022: General 
Midterm Elections 
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Transparency
Continued from page 1 
“As such,” Pennington wrote, “City staff was not to revise comprehensive plan 
drafts based on the directives of only the P&Z Chair, nor on the basis of City 
Council input, but only at the direction of the entire P&Z Commission.”  
Both Pennington and another League member, Kristin Berg, offered public 
comments at the meeting reiterating the need for transparency. 
Speaking on behalf of the League, Co-President Sarah Nugent read a 
statement calling for City Council members to adhere to a policy of openness 
and expressing disappointment with recent behind-the-scenes communications.  
“We are disappointed that some Council members felt the need to conduct City 
business in a way that did NOT represent the appropriate role or transparency 
of one’s role as a City Council member,” she said. 
You can read Nugent’s full statement below. Click on a name to read the public 
comments filed by  Becky Mills and Ginger Pennington.  
One resident speaking at the meeting called criticisms about the 
Comprehensive Plan process “petty” accusing those registering complaints of 
“dividing a community because you didn’t like the outcome.” 
Watch public comments from the June 7 city council meeting here beginning at 
1:02:47 with in-person comments about the need for transparency and 
continuing at 1:29:01 with audio comments. 
The Comprehensive Plan is a long-range document derived with community 
input. The plan acts as a guideline for city leaders to address topics including 
housing, sustainability, economic development, transportation and land use. 
Find details about the Comprehensive Plan at https://parkridgewonderful.com. 

Below is a transcript of the statement LWV of Park Ridge Co-President 
Sarah Nugent made at the June 7 Park Ridge City Council meeting. 

“ With the new Council recently seated, the League of Women Voters of Park 
Ridge thinks it’s timely to remind everyone of the importance of the 
relationship you have with the community.  The standards you’ve set are to 

be transparent, to promote effective two-way communication with the 
community and to adhere to a policy of openness. 
“But the process, roles of Council members and accountability of your work was 
called into concern when four members of the Council needed to make a 
disclosure at a meeting upon advice of the City's Legal counsel to comply with 
the current City's Code about email exchanges with the unelected chair of the 
Planning and Zoning Commission. In these emails (which were released 
through a FOIA), Council members were directing and giving input to the chair 
of the commission.   
“The League of Women Voters has been an active champion of openness in 
government throughout its history. The organization’s principles include the 
requisite that ‘government bodies protect the citizen’s right to know by giving 
adequate notice of proposed actions, holding open meetings and making public 
records accessible.” 
“We are disappointed that some Council members felt the need to conduct City 
business in a way that did NOT represent the appropriate role or transparency 
of one’s role as a City Council member.  
“We request that you seriously consider your disregard for the City’s code about 
these matters. In becoming a more forthright Council, you will promote an open 
way that effectively communicates with the citizens of Park Ridge.” 
—Sarah Nugent, Co-President, League of Women Voters of Park Ridge

Read Sarah Nugent’s Statement to City Council
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Voting Rights Bills Compared: As 
the For the People Act stalls in the 
Senate, some politicians are now 
pushing harder for the John Lewis 
Voting Rights Act. The Associated 
Press explained the differences 
between these two bills in 
“EXPLAINER: The differences 
between Democrats’ 2 voting bills.” 

Cook County Treasurer Talk: The 
LWV of Cook County is sponsoring 
“Food for Thought” featuring Cook 
County Treasurer Maria Pappas. 
This free program will take place via 
Zoom on July 15 from noon to 1 
p.m. Email info@lwvcookcounty.org 
and provide your name, League, 
phone number, and email 
address. Please put in the subject 
line: Food for Thought. A 
confirmation will be sent to 
you. Deadline to register is July 12. 

Contract Controversy: A low bid 
contract was automatically rejected 
from consideration because of a 
missing signature, according to a 
LWV of Cook County Observer 
Corps report on the May 20 meeting 
of the Metropolitan Water 
Reclamation District. 
Commissioners discussed changing 
this process which has resulted in 
16 bids being thrown out since 2016 
for lack of a signature, costing 
taxpayers an estimated $2 million. 

Summer Reading: Take a look at 
what some local leagues are 
reading in their book clubs: “Death 
and Life of the Great Lakes” by Dan 
Egan (Glenview/Glencoe); “After the 
Protests Are Heard: Enacting Civic 
Engagement and Social 
Transformation” by Sharon D. 
Welch (Cook County); “The Color of 
Law: A Forgotten History of How 
Our Government Segregated 
America” by Richard Rothstein 
(Naperville); and “The Sum of Us: 
What Racism Costs Everyone and 
How We Can Prosper Together” by 
Heather McGhee (Palatine). 

Become a deputy registrar and help register voters! A deputy registrar 
examines an applicant’s identification credentials and completes an 
application for them. Very easy and rewarding. This is a volunteer position.  
Contact Karen Reid at kayreid@comcast.net if you have any questions and/
or to schedule an online training session. 
Members who have already served as deputy registrars are reminded to 
renew their commissions if they have not yet done so. The current term for 
deputy registrars runs from Dec. 1, 2020, to Nov. 30, 2022. To renew, 
members should go to this page (on www.cookcountyclerkil.gov), complete 
and sign the “Deputy Registrar Voter Oath” form making sure to list their old 
deputy registrar number, and then send their completed form to the address 
listed on that form.  A new card should arrive in one to two weeks. 
Need a refresher? For a PDF of the “Deputy Registrar Training Manual,” 
click here or contact Karen Reid at kayreid@comcast.net to sign up for an 
online training session.

Get Set to Register Voters: 
Summer Is a Great Time to Become a Deputy 
Registrar or Renew Your Commission

No sooner had Gov. JB Pritzker signed legislation drawing new maps for the 
General Assembly and State Supreme Court then a group of Republicans 
filed suit charging the maps were based on inaccurate data. 
Here’s a rundown of what has happened so far with redistricting in Illinois 
and what is yet to come. 

• The state legislature forged ahead with new maps to meet a June 30 
deadline set by the Illinois Constitution. If legislation had not been passed 
and signed by that date, the task to draw new maps would have fallen to 
a bipartisan commission with an August deadline. If that commission 
deadlocked, then one party would get to appoint an additional member. A 
WTTW article “Census Delay Complicates Once-a-Decade Redstricitng 
Duty” offers a detailed explanation of the process. Spoiler alert: part of 
the process involves pulling a name out of a hat. 

• To meet the June deadline, state legislators used American Community 
Survey data, based on population estimates, because full data from the 
2020 census won’t be available until at least mid-August. 

• In its May newsletter, the League of Women Voters of Illinois called use of 
the American Community Survey data “concerning.” It explained, “The 
ACS estimates result in an undercount of the state population by 41,877 
people. A state representative district currently has about 107,000 people. 
This shift of nearly half the number of people in a state representative 
district can have a big impact on how communities are mapped.” 

• Republicans sued charging the data used to draw the new maps was 
inaccurate. 

• On the federal side, legislation that would move the Illinois primary from 
March 15 to June 28  is awaiting the governor’s signature. The move 
would enable legislators to use census data to draw boundaries for the 
U.S. House seats and give candidates adequate time to collect 
signatures once new boundaries have been set.

Redistricting Fights Continue
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When you join the LWV of Park 
Ridge you also become a member of 
the national, state and Cook County 
leagues. Newsletters and 
communications come via email 
under the following headings and 
email addresses: 
• League of Women Voters, 

lwv@lwv.org  
• LWV of Illinois, info@lwvil.org 
• League of Women Voters of Cook 

County, info@lwvcookcounty.org 
Please  add these email addresses 
to your address book to avoid having 
these communications go into your 
spam folder. If you find you’re not 
receiving information from one or 
more of these groups, contact Karen 
Hein at lwvparkridge@gmail.com. 

Here are some highlights from our latest Observer Corps reports: 

• At the May 17 Park Ridge City Council meeting, Alderman Harmony 
Harrington asked about the rationale for aldermen serving as liaisons for 
city commissions and boards. Since aldermen are not supposed to offer 
opinions or direct policy, she wondered if it would be more appropriate to 
have staff members serve in these roles. Council members discussed this 
point at their June 7 meeting. You can watch the discussion here, 
beginning at 1:44:53 and continuing through 2:18:00. 

For more details and to see other reports posted on our website, go to 
https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps. Current Observer Corps volunteers are 
reminded that the sign up to cover meetings is now located in the 
“Members Only” section on our League website, lwvpr.org.  

Observer Corps volunteers play a vital role in promoting transparency by 
attending local government meetings and posting reports to our website. To 
get involved, contact Amy Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com.

No matter your interest, there’s a League committee or activity that needs your help! 
Members passed a proposal at our annual meeting in April to develop several committees. Some committees have 
started meeting already and others are just forming, so now is a great time to get involved. 
Two committees need both someone to take the reins and members to help out—the Environmental Committee and the 
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee. The LWV has adopted positions on the environment on the national and state 
levels. Check them out to see how you can help spearhead similar efforts on the local level. The Diversity, Equity and 
Inclusion Committee will develop initiatives in support of our diversity, equity and inclusion policy posted on our website. 
Other committees include ones for budget, communications and voter services. The Communications Committee and 
Voting Services Committee both have meetings this week and welcome members to join in their discussions.  
See the list below for all the ways you can get involved in the LWV of Park Ridge and who to contact to get started. 

• Communications Committee (meeting Thursday, June 17, 8 p.m.) and Observer Corps (next training Thursday, 
June 17, 1 p.m.), contact Amy Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com.  

• Environmental Committee, Diversity, Equity and Inclusion Committee and Budget Committee, contact Sarah 
Nugent at s.nugent0221@gmail.com. 

• Voter Services Committee (meeting Wednesday, June 16, 7 p.m.), contact Karen Reid at kayreid@comcast.net.  
• Rarely Running, a year-long study on why so few residents run for City Council (details in the “Members Only” 

section of our website) contact Alice Dobrinsky at alice.dobrinsky@gmail.com. 
• Neighboring Community Inclusion, a group exploring whether to add other communities to the LWV of Park Ridge, 

contact Arlene Levin at arlene.levin@gmail.com. 

Get Involved in League! 
  Committees on Environment, Diversity Looking for Leaders

Are You 
Connected?
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Member Snapshot

Ginger Pennington 
 
Background: Born and raised in Springfield, Illinois. 

Current home:  I’ve lived in Park Ridge since 2011, having lived in the Chicago 
area since beginning a Ph.D. program in Psychology at Northwestern in 1997.  

Occupation:  Assistant Professor at Northwestern University (Psychology 
Department and Harvey Kapnick Center for Business Institutions).  I teach 
courses in psychological research methods, consumer psychology, gender, 
marketing, and consumer research. 

Family: Single mother to Olivia (16), Drew (14), and Zachary (5). 

Hobbies:  I have not made much time for hobbies since my youngest was born! 
But I’ve long enjoyed singing, amateur photography, theater, and reading 
(especially historical fiction).  

Why I joined the League:  I’ve long been a strong supporter of the basic 
principles promoted by the League.  Active participation in government by well-informed citizens is vital to the health of 
our local communities and nation as a whole.  I felt it was past time that I become a more active participant in the 
League’s efforts. 

Goals:  I’m most passionate about ensuring that officials and policy makers provide accurate information to the 
populace, and that voters are empowered with the skills and information they need to sift through all the noise and 
access objective, accurate updates on key issues.  I have a true passion for research, and I believe that policies should 
be based on evidence to the greatest extent possible.  

Prior political experience:  I was a Village Trustee for the Village of North Barrington before moving to Park Ridge. 

Brush with fame:  My most humorous encounter was with two-time Grammy Award winner LL Cool J.  I was staying in a 
hotel in the Los Angeles area to celebrate a family member’s 90th birthday. As a first-time mom, I was highly stressed 
about flying across the country with an infant for this occasion.  After a miserably long flight with a screaming baby (and 
highly irritated fellow passengers), I was so relieved to finally get to the hotel and have her fall asleep.  Right as she 
calmed down, a huge ruckus started up in the hallway. Naturally, we hopped into action and threw open the door to scold 
the offending party-goers.  It turned out to be LL Cool J and his entourage.  (He was really generous and considerate, as 
it turns out. He even had the concierge slip a note of apology under our door and invite us to brunch….a nice memento 
for Olivia’s baby book.) 

Best advice I ever received: Like many of us (women, especially), I sometimes impede my own progress by second-
guessing myself and letting self-doubt hold me back from decisive action.  In graduate school, this “imposter syndrome” 
was a huge source of anxiety.  I will never forget the advice given to me by a more senior Ph.D. student, and ultimately a 
lifelong friend.  She was patiently listening to me practice my first-year research presentation, stumbling over my words 
and panicking about what the faculty members might ask.  She asked me to stop, right in the middle of my presentation, 
telling me to take a deep breath and “just tell me about it as your friend, Shira.  Explain it like you would to a friend.”  This 
simple advice, to push down insecurities and shift the focus away from “impressing people” and toward genuine 
expression of your thoughts and interests, was surprisingly freeing.  I think of it all the time when nervous about a 
presentation, class, meeting, etc.  By focusing on what truly interests me and what I want to share, it not only reduces 
my anxiety, but it makes the communication so much more productive and interactive.  



Upcoming Events
June 17  Observer Corps training, 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m., contact Amy Bartucci at 
aeb925@gmail.com 

July 15  LWV of Cook County “Food for Thought” featuring Cook County 
Treasurer Maria Pappas, noon to 1 p.m. Free. Email info@lwvcookcounty.org 
and provide your name, League, phone number, and email address, with Food 
for Thought in the subject line. Deadline to register is July 12 

September 28  National Voter Registration Day Iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
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To inquire about membership: 

lwvparkridge@gmail.com

Contact Us  

For information about the 
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at 

www.lwvpr.org 

For the most current updates, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@LWVparkridge
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