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Spread the Word about March 18 Forum

Spring into the Year Ahead  
at Annual Meeting in April

President’s Message:

By Sarah Nugent 

Spring is almost here and that means it's time for our Annual Meeting! This 
year we'll meet on Saturday, April 10, from 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. This will take place 
virtually, and you can register here.  

Every April, we hold an Annual Meeting to celebrate the wins we've achieved 
over the last 12 months and make some important decisions, as a League, 
about what we are going to accomplish in the coming year. This includes 
voting on an annual program and approving any positions on the issues that 
we may want to adopt, as well as voting in a new Board of Directors and 
approving a budget.  

Although I'm saddened that we can't be together in person, I'm excited to 
celebrate virtually with you all and talk about the great things we have in the 
cooker for the 2021-2022 year. So, look out for an Annual Meeting packet that 
will be emailed by March 27, and please join us on April 10. 

Next training March 20! 
See page 2 for details.

Please help us get the word out to residents of Ward 2 about our Candidate 
Forum featuring city council candidates Fred Sanchez and Julianna Lopez de 
Philbrook. The virtual forum will take place on Thursday, March 18, from 8 p.m. 
to 9 p.m. 

You can share this link about the event from the Daily Herald, or share our 
posts from Facebook or Instagram. 

Register for the forum here. Please submit any questions for the candidates to 
lwvprforum@gmail.com. You may submit questions before or during the forum. 

Prospect High School sophomore Lucy Neacy will moderate the forum hosted 
by Heidi Graham, president of the League of Women Voters of Arlington 
Heights, which covers Arlington Heights, Mt. Prospect, Buffalo Grove, Prospect 
Heights, Wheeling and Elk Grove Village. 

The 2nd Ward includes portions of Park Ridge north of Oakton St. to the Des 
Plaines border. To determine your ward, go to www.parkridge.us and go to the 
“Our Government: City Council” section to find a link to the ward map, or visit 
www.cookcountyclerkil.gov and go to your voter information under “Elections. 

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvf-qupjIoHN3sOnCwlZQtugmvgSgevrz5
https://www.dailyherald.com/submitted/20210302/league-of-women-voters-of-park-ridge-to-host-virtual-candidate-forum-on-march-18?fbclid=IwAR2cDPEWFI0woOb4MBU5zXc0a0DdskKabZYMhcwQo63PyogztG6v1tI9dks
https://www.facebook.com/events/253729332989936
https://www.instagram.com/lwvparkridge/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Qqy8D-idSrmRoOxfukGIHQ?fbclid=IwAR3wkf5YlqGf2nwiWYEwfCImL17SbLmuPCOSaH3Sj3kyBN2ADkynYtHJBJ0
mailto:lwvprforum@gmail.com
http://www.parkridge.us
https://www.parkridge.us/assets/1/Documents/city-ward-street-schools-pub-fac-pkg.pdf
http://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov
https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/service/your-voter-information


Board Of Directors 

President   
Sarah Nugent  
s.nugent0221@gmail.com 

Vice President  
Arlene Levin    
arlene.levin@gmail.com 

Vice President  
Rebecca Little    
rebeccalittle78@yahoo.com 

Secretary  
Judy Fregetto    
judyfregetto@gmail.com 
  
Treasurer  
Karen Hein 
kaschmidthein@aol.com 

Director/Liaison to Go Green 
Park Ridge  
Cindy Grau  
cgrau8@gmail.com 
  
Director of Voter Services  
Karen Reid  
kayreid@comcast.net 

Newsletter Editor 
Tina Kapinos 
tina@kapinos.com 

 

Contact Us at:  
lwvparkridge@gmail.com 

Observer Corps Program Grows

Request a mail ballot: Click here!

Our Observer Corps program is off to a strong start this year with reports 
posted from recent Park Ridge City Council and Maine Township Board 
meetings. 
See the latest Observer Corps reports from our League at  https://lwvpr.org/
observer-corps. Reports are available for Park Ridge City Council meetings 
that took place on February 16, February 22 and March 1, and the Maine 
Township Board meeting from Feb. 23. 
We now have nearly a dozen members trained as Observers with Ryan 
Lipinski, Karen Reid and Amy Bartucci all posting reports so far. 
Trained League observers attend meetings and note what happens in reports 
that we post on our website to keep community members up-to-date and 
promote transparency. 
It’s not too late to get involved! Anyone interested in joining our Observer 
Corps team should sign up for the next training session via Zoom on 
March 20 from 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. Register in advance here. Questions? 
Contact Amy Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com.

Here are some highlights from our latest Observer Corps reports: 

• In an exchange described as “contentious” at the February 16 Park 
Ridge City Council meeting, a resident raised a question about a 
possible conflict of interest for a Park Ridge City Council member who 
also serves on the board of the Park Ridge Chamber of Commerce. The 
resident returned on February 22 to raise a question about an ethics 
ordinance and commented again at the March 1 meeting where he 
expressed what he thought was a need for a revision to the ethics 
ordinance. 

• At the Park Ridge City Council meeting on February 22, the topic of the 
new sustainability commission came up with discussion about 
appointing a staff member as a liaison to the council. 

For more details and to see other reports posted on our website, go to  
https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps.  

Observer Corps volunteers play a vital role in promoting transparency by 
attending local government meetings and posting reports to our website. To 
get involved, contact Amy Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com.

https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps
https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0sfu-prjwjHd18Wv7qjEsbJNZdPY_QeL8I
mailto:aeb925@gmail.com
mailto:s.nugent0221@gmail.com
mailto:arlene.levin@gmail.com
mailto:rebeccalittle78@yahoo.com
mailto:judyfregetto@gmail.com
mailto:kaschmidthein@aol.com
mailto:cgrau8@gmail.com
mailto:kayreid@comcast.net
mailto:tina@kapinos.com
mailto:lwvparkridge@gmail.com
https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/agency/vote-mail
https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps
mailto:aeb925@gmail.com


Congratulations to Members Nominated to Board
Congratulations to our members (below) who have been nominated for board positions. We will vote on this slate at our 
Annual Meeting on April 10. Thanks for the efforts of our nominating committee members Amy Bartucci, Cindy Grau and 
Carla Owen.  

Arlene has been a 
member of the LWV of 
Park Ridge since 2018.  
She is a deputy voter 
registrar and participates 
in Mom's Demand Action 
and Action Ridge 
activities.  Recently, she 
helped coordinate our 
League’s Candidate 
Forum for the 20th House 
District.  Arlene is excited 
about the reactivation of 
our Observer Corps and 
the League's 
expanding membership, 
and is looking forward to 
participating in 
voter registration and 
education for the local 
elections this spring. 

Sarah joined the LWV of 
Park Ridge in 2016. She 
served as co-vice 
president from 
2018-2019 and president 
from 2019-2021. Sarah 
has been very effective at 
taking our growing 
League to the next level 
during her presidency. 
She updated the website 
and has focused on 
rebuilding the Observer 
Corps. During her tenure 
the Park Ridge League 
participated in the 
Criminal Justice Issues 
Study, a first for our 
League in recent 
memory. She has agreed 
to serve as co-president 
to help the organization 
continue to gain 
institutional knowledge 
and become more 
effective.

Becky has been a 
member of the LWV of 
Park Ridge since 1996. 
She has held a number 
of positions over the 
years on Park Ridge city 
commissions, including 
Planning and Zoning, 
and the O’Hare Noise 
Compatibility 
Commission. Recently, 
she helped coordinate 
our League’s consensus 
building on the criminal 
justice study and 
subsequent position 
statement. Becky is 
excited about our re-
energized League and is 
looking forward to 
working with the board.

Kathy is a long-time Park 
Ridge resident who has 
been involved in a variety 
of community 
organizations over the 
years, including Park 
Ridge Juniors, Park 
Ridge Orchestra and 
Park Ridge Chorale. She 
also served as a Trustee 
on the District 64 ELF 
Board. Kathy joined the 
League last year and is 
looking forward to helping 
the League by serving on 
the board and getting to 
know many of us better.

Sarah Nugent 
For Co-President

Arlene Levin 
For Co-President

Becky Mills 
For Co-Vice President 
(Serving with Current 
Co-VP Rebecca Little)

Kathy Hanson  
For Secretary

Annual Meeting April 10! Register here.

https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvf-qupjIoHN3sOnCwlZQtugmvgSgevrz5


Voting Edition 

Ballot Changes: Republican 
candidates won their appeal and 
will now appear on the ballot for 
the Maine Township Board. 
Meanwhile, Jean Dietsch dropped 
out of the race for city clerk for 
Park Ridge leaving just two 
candidates in the race. 

Limited Drop Boxes: There will 
be no drop boxes at the Park 
Ridge City Hall this election, but 
there will be a limited number of 
drop boxes in Cook County 
including at the Skokie Court 
House. For a complete list of drop 
boxes and hours, click here. 

Mail Ballot Status: The Cook 
County Clerk’s Office reported in 
an email that mail ballots will start 
going out in late March. You can 
apply for a mail ballot here and 
track the status of your ballot here. 

Voting Rights Bill: The For the 
People Act, a comprehensive 
voting rights bill, passed the House 
on March 3. The legislation would 
restore the Voting Rights Act, end 
partisan gerrymandering and make 
campaign donations more 
transparent. Keep track of its 
status at govtrack.us.

Check Out the Illinois Voter Guide. Go to illinoisvoterguide.org to view the site produced by the Illinois League of 
Women Voters with help from volunteers statewide, including our own director of voter services, Karen Reid. You can 
learn about the candidates’ qualifications, find out their top priorities and discover where they stand on the issues. The 
most complete information is available for the races for city clerk, Ward 2 of the Park Ridge City Council and the Maine 
Township High School District 207 School Board. 

Watch a Local Forum. Register here for our League’s forum on March 18 with candidates for Ward 2 of the Park Ridge 
City Council, watch the online meet-and-greet on March 16 sponsored by Green Drinks Park Ridge or visit the Action 
Ridge website for a recording of their candidate program and written statements from Maine Township Board candidates. 

Check Your Local Newspaper. Recent articles include Q & A’s with candidates for the Park Ridge Park District Board 
and Maine Township High School District 207 School Board, and interviews with candidates for city clerk, all in the Park 
Ridge Herald-Advocate. Des Plaines residents can watch a recording of mayoral candidates in their meeting with the 
Daily Herald Editorial Board.

Where Can I Learn about Candidates for Local Office?

Graphic: Dawn Conroy

Vote Local! 
Make a plan to vote in our local elections. Mail ballots are available now. 
Early voting in Park Ridge starts March 22.

http://illinoisvoterguide.org
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Qqy8D-idSrmRoOxfukGIHQ?fbclid=IwAR0vtr2KK8uhrhjlblAGWOvlvdYv_Mq8PNKJV6Lrd-1nfTmc9iuHMoTYSMI
https://www.facebook.com/events/238420781067699/
https://actionridgepr.com
https://actionridgepr.com
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/park-ridge/ct-prh-park-board-election-tunnell-tl-0311-20210309-fxt6jyrjk5eglgi2y3jz7rxq7i-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/park-ridge/ct-prh-d207-school-board-questions-tl-0304-20210301-26bdp35f5ze5bgrogkpy5izlbe-story.html
https://www.chicagotribune.com/suburbs/park-ridge/ct-prh-clerk-candidates-tl-0304-20210302-dregpuefg5aw7phtgmzula6aby-story.html
https://www.dailyherald.com/news/20210223/watch-candidates-for-des-plaines-mayor-discuss-downtown-pandemic-response
https://www.journal-topics.com/articles/judge-rules-maine-republican-slate-can-have-spot-on-april-6-ballot/
https://www.journal-topics.com/articles/judge-rules-maine-republican-slate-can-have-spot-on-april-6-ballot/
https://www.journal-topics.com/articles/judge-rules-maine-republican-slate-can-have-spot-on-april-6-ballot/
https://www.journal-topics.com/articles/jean-dietsch-will-withdraw-from-park-ridge-city-clerks-contest/
https://www.journal-topics.com/articles/jean-dietsch-will-withdraw-from-park-ridge-city-clerks-contest/
https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/service/mail-ballot-drop-box-locations
https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/agency/vote-mail
https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/service/your-voter-information
https://www.govtrack.us/congress/bills/117/hr1


Member Snapshot

Ann Zartman
Background: I was born in Rockford, IL. I have also lived in Japan, Malaysia 
and California.
Current home: Park Ridge. 
Occupation: I am starting my own business called “Yes, Ann corporate 
training & events.” I provide fun and impactful ways for teams to build, 
connect and energize. 
Family: My husband, Javier, and I have two kids ages 8 and 10 and a dog 
named Simon. 
Hobbies: I love hot yoga, dancing, art, comedy writing and improv. 
Why I joined the League: I want to become more informed and involved with 
my local community. 
Goals: I want to help expand membership and participation in local 
government and promote environmental awareness. 
Prior political experience: I studied international policy and program evaluation in graduate school but have not 
worked officially in that capacity. 
Fun fact: I recently graduated from the Second City Conservatory program. It was a great experience to learn the craft 
of writing and performing comedy with extremely talented artists.  
Brush with fame: I attended a workshop with John Cleese and it was fascinating to hear his perspectives on comedy 
writing. I have also met the author John Grisham.  
Favorite things: I love to travel and am missing it! 
Favorite quote: My grandma always said, “I cannot do everything, but I can do something. And what I can do, I will 
do.” 
Best advice I ever received: When you are worried about being rejected for an interview, audition, etc: Just put 
yourself out there and let them tell you no.  
One last thing: It’s never too late to start something new!

Our League would like to thank Judy Fregetto for her years of 
service on the board as she steps down from her position as 
secretary after four years. 

Judy first joined LWV of Park Ridge after retiring five years 
ago. The Park Ridge League was just starting to become more 
active again, she said, and she was eager to get involved. 

“I have throughly enjoyed serving as secretary,” Judy said. “I 
have been able to get to know some remarkable women.” 

Judy will remain active in our League’s Observer Corps and 
voter registration efforts. She has found her League activities 
have played an important role in her life, noting that she has 
especially benefited from the League and its members given 
the unusual political and health environments we have dealt 
with over the past five years. 

Please join us in thanking Judy for her exemplary service on 
the board. We look forward to her continued participation in 
the League.

League Thanks Judy Fregetto for Service as Secretary

Judy Fregetto works at a drive-through voter 
registration event in September.



Upcoming Events
March 17  Green Drinks Online Candidate Meet-and-Greet, 7 p.m.  

March 18  Candidate Forum for Park Ridge Ward 2, 8 p.m., register here 

March 20  Observer Corps Training, 9 a.m. to 11 a.m. 

March 21  Last day to register to vote by online application 

March 22  First day of early voting 

April 1  Last day to request a mail ballot 

April 5  Last day of early voting 

April 6  Election Day 

April 10  LWV of Park Ridge Annual Meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m., register here

Iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii
iiiiiiiiiiiiiiiiii

To inquire about membership: 

lwvparkridge@gmail.com

Contact Us  

For information about the 
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at 

www.lwvpr.org 

For the most current updates, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@LWVparkridge

Early Voting Guide
Park Ridge City Hall Des Plaines Public Library
505 Butler Place 1501 Ellinwood St.

Early Voting Dates: March 22 through April 4.
Hours: 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Mondays-Saturdays; 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sundays
Visit the Cook County Clerk website for a complete list of early voting 
locations and hours.

Graphic: Dawn Conroy

https://www.facebook.com/events/238420781067699/
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_Qqy8D-idSrmRoOxfukGIHQ?fbclid=IwAR0vtr2KK8uhrhjlblAGWOvlvdYv_Mq8PNKJV6Lrd-1nfTmc9iuHMoTYSMI
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZ0sfu-prjwjHd18Wv7qjEsbJNZdPY_QeL8I
https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/agency/register-vote
https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/agency/vote-mail
https://us02web.zoom.us/meeting/register/tZUvf-qupjIoHN3sOnCwlZQtugmvgSgevrz5
https://www.facebook.com/LWVParkRidge
http://www.lwvpr.org
https://www.instagram.com/lwvparkridge/
https://www.instagram.com/lwvparkridge/
mailto:lwvparkridge@gmail.com
https://www.cookcountyclerkil.gov/service/early-voting-locations
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