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IL School Board Group Considers Firearms Resolutions

Becky Mills addresses the need for 
openness in discussing the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan during public 
comments at the Park Ridge City 
Council meeting on June 7.

Should school district employees be allowed to carry guns at 
school? That’s among the questions the Illinois Association of 
School Boards (IASB) will consider at its conference taking place 
Nov. 19-21 in Chicago. 
The IASB is considering two resolutions regarding legislative 
positions on firearms: 
• Resolution #2: Should school employees be allowed to carry 

firearms on school property as part of the Student Safety and 
Protection Plan? 

• Resolution #15: Should safe storage of firearms be required in 
homes with students under the age of 18 years? 

You can make your voice heard on these issues by reaching out to 
your local school board ahead of the conference. (See box.) 
The LWV of Illinois has recommended that IASB delegates vote NO 
on Resolution #2 and YES on Resolution #15. You can read more 
about the state League’s position on this issue and find background 
information here. LWV of Park Ridge leadership drafted a letter 
echoing the LWV of Illinois stance on these resolutions. 
The  IASB 2021 Resolutions Committee Report explains that 
Resolution #2 would not require all school boards to permit 
employees to carry firearms at school but could benefit rural areas 
where schools may experience slower police response times and 
have trouble filling security resource officer positions.  
For Resolution #15, the report notes that although Illinois regulates 
the storage of firearms in homes with minors under the age of 14, 
raising the age to 18 could potentially lessen school gun violence.  
“Between 70% and 90% of guns used in school shootings 
perpetrated by shooters under the age of 18 were acquired from the 
home or the homes of relatives or friends,” the report noted. 
“Furthermore, more than half of gun owners store at least one gun 
unsafely, without any locks or other safe storage measures.” 
To see the exact language of these and other resolutions under 
consideration and read the IASB’s rationale behind these 
resolutions, go here.

School Board Contacts 
You can reach out to your local school board 
ahead of the Illinois Association of School 
Boards conference Nov. 19-20 to let them 
know what you think of the proposed firearms 
resolutions. Below are links to email lists for 
school board members in our area. 

• Maine Township High School District 207, 
https://maine207.org/board/meet-the-
board/ 

• Park Ridge-Niles School District 64, 
https://www.d64.org/boe/contact-board-of-
education 

• (Des Plaines) Community Consolidated 
School District 62, https://board.d62.org  
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The Illinois Open Meetings Act ensures that citizens have open access to public bodies’ 
conduct, deliberations and records. Go to page 5 to learn more.
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For Some Volunteers, Voter Registration 
at Maine South Was a Family Event

Some deputy registrars got the chance to register their own family members at 
the LWV of Park Ridge voter registration event at Maine South High School 
earlier this month. Daisy Bowe’s daughter, Molly, stopped by to have her mom 
fill out her voter registration paperwork, and Jackie McNeilly registered her 
grandson, Alex McNeilly. 
In all, volunteers from our League and Action Ridge registered 83 students to 
vote. Thanks to all who volunteered their time:  Daisy Bowe, Marilyn Novak, 
Jackie McNeilly, Dorothy Nagelbach, Christine Perille, Ulla Sivertsen, Tina 
Kapinos and Karen Reid.  
If you would like to 
become a volunteer 
deputy registrar and 
help register voters, 
contact Karen Reid at 
kayreid@comcast.net. 
Remember, eligible 
Illinois residents who 
have a driver’s license 
or state ID can register 
to vote or update the 
address on their current 
voter registration online 
by going to the Illinois 
State Board of 
Elections website, 
https://
ova.elections.il.gov. 
Residents must turn 18 
by Nov. 8, 2022, to 
register to vote. 

Daisy Bowe (right) registers her daughter, Molly, to vote.
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Alex McNeilly (right) gets help registering to 
vote from his grandmother, Jackie McNeilly.
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Park Ridge sustainability updates: 
Hear updates about the new Park 
Ridge Sustainability Commission, the 
“green” parking lot under construction 
at the library and the proposed bike 
lanes on Busse Highway at the next 
Green Drinks Park Ridge meeting. 
The meeting will take place at 7 p.m. 
(with speakers slated for 7:30 p.m.) 
on Nov. 16 at Beer on the Wall, 106 
Main St., Park Ridge. Andrea Cline of 
the Sustainability Commission and 
Melissa Hulting who served as co-
chair of the Bike Task Force and now 
serves on the Park Ridge Park District 
Board will speak at the meeting. 

Niles library stalemate: The Niles-
Maine District Library Board spent 
more than four hours interviewing and 
discussing 12 applicants for an open 
trustee position only to conclude the 
meeting without reaching a decision, 
according to a report in the Park-
Ridge Herald Advocate. Activists have 
pushed for the appointment of a 
person of color to the board. 

A weighted vote in the 15th: After 
State Rep. John D’Amico announced 
his immediate retirement earlier this 
month, it became clear that some 
politicians would have more influence 
than others in naming his 
replacement. D’Amico had 
represented the 15th district, which 
includes a portion of Des Plaines. An 
article in the Journal & Topics 
newspaper explained how the 
selection process would involve a 
weighted vote, with State Sen. Ram 
Villivalam of the 8th district having the 
most say with a 38 percent weighted 
vote followed by State Sen. Laura 
Murphy of the 28th district (which 
includes parts of Des Plaines and 
Park Ridge) with 32.5 percent.  
More objectivity: In an email to 
subscribers on Oct. 29, the Daily 
Herald announced the formation of an 
Objectivity Council to help keep 
biases and emotions out of its 
reporting, and to ensure fair 
coverage. The paper hopes the 
council will serve as a model for other 
news organizations.

More than a dozen 
people took 
advantage of a 
bright sunny day 
on October 23 to 
take part in a 
guided trail walk at 
River Trail Nature 
Center in 
Northbrook. 
Attendees learned 
about the important 
role forest 
preserves play in 
our communities. 
The walk followed 
a series of similar 
trail walks 
organized by the 
League of Women 
Voters of Cook 
County to help 
members learn 
more about the 
local forest 
preserves ahead of 
a 2022 funding 
referendum. 
According to an 
October LWV of 
Cook County 
Observer Corps report, Cook County Board President Tony Preckwinkle noted 
that the referendum would raise property taxes by 1/10 of 1 percent. She said 
that the Cook County Forest Preserves provided a valuable outlet for 
residents at the onset of the COVID-19 pandemic, with visits to the Cook 
County Forest Preserves jumping from 62 million to 100 million in 2020.   
Thanks to Amy Bartucci for organizing the trail walk for our League. 
To learn more about upcoming forest preserve events or volunteer 
opportunities, go here. To learn more about forest preserve programs, 
including its work with underserved communities, go here.

Trail Walk Highlights Benefits of 
Cook County Forest Preserves

A League-sponsored trail walk attracted all ages to 
River Trail Nature Center in Northbrook.

The national League of Women Voters is calling on members to contact the 
White House to push for voting rights.  
Legislation that would protect voting rights remains stalled in the Senate.  
Visit the national League page here to send a message to the White House 
encouraging the president and vice president to make voting rights 
legislation a priority. 

Next Steps for Voting Rights
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Illinois Redistricting Process Lacks 
Opportunity for Community Input, 
Says Change Illinois Director Here are some highlights from our 

latest Observer Corps reports: 

• At the Park Ridge City Council 
meeting on Oct. 12, a city engineer 
explained a proposal for bike lanes 
on Busse Highway stretching from 
Touhy Ave. to the city limits. 
Several residents spoke out in 
opposition to the plan, which would 
eliminate 18 parking spaces.  

For more details and to see other 
reports posted on our website, go to 
https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps.   

Current Observer Corps volunteers 
are reminded that the sign up to cover 
meetings is located in the “Members 
Only” section on our League website, 
lwvpr.org. 

Observer Corps volunteers play a vital 
role in promoting transparency by 
attending local government meetings 
and posting reports to our website. To 
get involved, please contact Amy 
Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com. 
Interested League members can sign 
up for the next virtual Observer Corps 
Training  from 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. on Jan. 
6. Register here.  

Maps posted just hours before legislators voted on them, inadequate notice 
given for public meetings and a lack of accommodations for the hearing 
impaired and others has marked the redistricting process in Illinois, 
according to Madeleine Doubek, executive director of  Change Illinois. 
Doubek spoke at a LWV of Naperville program, “Redistricting: Does Our 
Map Deserve an ‘F’?” 

Doubek noted that despite Illinois residents overwhelmingly favoring a move 
to a nonpartisan process to draw legislative maps, making such a change 
could prove difficult. 

“It’s going to take all of us screaming about it from the top of our lungs that 
we demand better,” she said. 

Here are some highlights from her talk: 

• Incumbent Republicans aren’t the only ones having to run against each 
other in redrawn districts. After her district was redrawn so she would 
have to face Illinois’ only Latino representative, Jesus “Chuy” Garcia, in 
the Democratic primary, Marie Newman decided to run in a neighboring 
district where she will instead face another Democratic incumbent, Sean 
Casten. 

• The NAACP has filed suit charging that legislators drew lines that split the 
Black population in East St. Louis to create districts that give white 
incumbents a better chance of retaining their seats. 

• California’s move to a nonpartisan commission to draw legislative 
boundaries led to an increase of candidates of color winning seats in the 
U.S. House and California State Legislature as compared to when 
legislators drew the lines. 

View a recording of the program here.

Don’t forget to complete your survey on plans to renovate Oakton Park in Park 
Ridge. Surveys should be mailed by Nov. 23. 
The survey asks residents for their input on a potential bond referendum that may 
appear on the June 28, 2022, ballot. Revenues raised by the potential 
referendum would help fund improvements to Oakton Park facilities, including the 
ice arena. 
The Park District mailed surveys out to all residents late last month. For more 
information on the project, visit  https://www.prparks.org/Oakton-Project or see 
the article on the front page of our October newsletter. 
You can direct questions about the survey or funding proposal to Gayle Mountcastle, executive director, Park Ridge 
Park District, 847-692-3482, gmountcastle@prparks.org. 
Please mail your completed survey or drop it off at the Maine Park Leisure Center, 2701 W. Sibley St., Park Ridge, by 
Nov. 23.

Deadline Approaching to Complete Oakton Park Survey
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Upcoming Events
November 16  LWV of Illinois Member Training: “Moderator Training,” 10 a.m. to 
noon. Register here. 

December 11  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Look for a 
link on our website, www.lwvpr.org.  

December 13  Student Leadership Committee Meeting, 7 p.m. via Zoom. All 
members welcome to join. Use the Zoom link here. 

January 6  Observer Corps Training via Zoom, 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Register here. 

February 12  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

April 9  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3p.m. to 5 p.m.
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To inquire about membership: 

lwvparkridge@gmail.com

Contact Us  

For information about the 
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at 

www.lwvpr.org 

For the most current updates, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@LWVparkridge
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