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League of Women Voters of Park Ridge

Park District Staff Address Oakton Park Project

Source: www.prparks.org

League members raised questions about green energy,
funding and the safety of artificial turf when Park Ridge Park
District staff spoke about the proposed Oakton Park
renovation at our general meeting on Oct. 8.
Sandra DeAngelus, superintendent of finance, and Jennifer
Meunier, building and grounds project manager, talked
about the project that includes a major renovation of the
Oakton ice rink, plus the addition of a smaller “studio” rink,
an indoor turf field and a half-mile outdoor walking path.
Financing for the proposed $34 million project depends, in
part, on passage of $30.5 million bond referendum.
DeAngelus explained that the ice arena updates would
address the need to make locker rooms, restrooms and
multipurpose rooms compliant with Americans With
Disabilities Act (ADA) accessibility guidelines, as well as
change the ice mechanicals which currently use an ice
refrigerant that is no longer produced.
Other parts of the plan include moving the dog park to
another area of the parcel to make room for more parking,
updating netting and poles on the driving range, and
improving storm water management.
Although solar panels are not feasible due to the
“shadiness” of the property, DeAngelus and Meunier said
This rendering (above) shows the proposed Oakton
that the park district will look at ways to incorporate wood
Park renovation.
from some of the trees that need to be removed into the
design. The plan calls for the removal of 32 mature trees,
though some are reported to be in poor health.
Other issues raised at the meeting included whether costs could be defrayed with outside funding such as naming rights
and the importance of making sure any artificial turf is free of carcinogens or other potentially harmful material.
DeAngelus said the referendum would place a tax burden of about $108 annually on a homeowner with property valued
at $437,000. To calculate your own tax impact, go here.
A survey about the plan is scheduled to go out to residents on Oct. 18 with a deadline to return the survey by Nov. 23.
For more information about the plan, go to www.prparks.org and select the Oakton Park Project tab.

Membership Renewals Due October 31
It's membership season! Members, please renew and recruit to grow our League. We kindly request submissions for
renewals by Oct 31. Our membership/renewal form (also found on page 5), a list of meeting dates and more
information are here. Any questions? Please contact Amy Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com.
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Sign Up for Candidate Forum Training
The League of Women Voters of Illinois is offering training to members
interested in planning or moderating candidate forums. Our League hosts
candidate forums for local races within our service area. Moderators oversee
forums with candidates outside of their own voting districts, often serving at
forums hosted by other local Leagues. Upcoming training via Zoom for Illinois
League members includes:
• “How to Coordinate a Candidate Forum,” Tuesday, Nov. 9, 10 a.m. to noon
(register here) or Saturday, Nov. 13, 10 a.m. to noon (register here).
• “Moderator Training,” Monday, Nov. 15, 7 p.m. (register here) or Tuesday,
Nov. 16, 10 a.m. (register here).
To see samples of recent candidate forums, go here, or click on the video
below to view a LWV of Park Ridge candidate forum or here to view one hosted
by the LWV of Evanston.
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Heidi Graham, president of the LWV of Arlington Heights,
moderated this forum (above) hosted by LWV of Park Ridge.

How You Can Get Involved Now
Several members have stepped up to help shape newly forming
committee work focusing on the environment; diversity, equity and inclusion;
and student leadership, but we can still use more people to join the
conversations happening before Thanksgiving.
Here’s who to contact:
•
Environmental Committee, Sarah Nugent, s.nugent0221@gmail.com
•
Diversity, Equity and Inclusion, Ginger
Pennington, gingerpennington1@gmail.com
•
Student Leadership Committee, Denise
Pearl, denisepearl@gmail.com
We can always use more deputy registrars and Observer Corps members, too!
•
Observer Corps, Amy Bartucci, aeb925@gmail.com
•
Deputy Registrars, Karen Reid, kayreid@comcast.net

Volunteers Register More Than 200
New Voters at Area High Schools
The LWV of Park Ridge registered 217 students to vote at separate
events at three different schools. Eighty-nine students registered on
National Voter Registration Day at Maine West High School, 92
registered over two mornings at Maine East High School and 36
registered during two
lunchtime sessions at
Notre Dame College
Prep.

Apply for city posts: The City of Park Ridge
is accepting applications for the Animal
Commission (one position), the Farmers
Market Committee (five positions) and the
Youth Services Commission (one position).
Applications are due by Oct. 25. Go here to
the city website to submit an application.

“The students were
very excited about
becoming registered
voters,” said Susan
Gahagan-Mueller,
social science
department chair at
Maine West. The social
science department at
Maine West works hard
to encourage students
to register. “We
participate in National
Voter Registration Day
every year and run a
second drive in the
spring with the goal to
get all eligible students
registered to vote
before they graduate,”
said Gahagan-Mueller.

Students protest Niles library: The Niles
Youth Community has planned a protest of
the Niles-Maine District Library calling for the
library to choose a person of color to fill a
vacant board seat, asking for youth
representation and demanding that the
library update its mission to add the word
“equitably” so it reads “to equitably engage,
inform, enrich, and educate.” The Liberate
the Library Protest will take place Oct. 20.

Susan Gahagan-Mueller (center) and
students at Maine West High School.

Even with Cook County
offering online voter registration, Carl Brownell, Maine East social
science department chair, said students still appreciated the chance
to register to vote with the help of League members.
Said Brownell, “One teacher told me (her students) came back to her
classroom and they said, ‘We used to think you were the nicest older
woman in our lives. And now we met the League of Women Voters,
and they outdid you. They were so nice. They gave us stickers, they
gave us chocolate, they got us registered to vote.”
Karen Reid, director of voter services, and volunteers from LWV of
Park Ridge and Action Ridge volunteered at the events. Thank you to
everyone who helped, including several volunteers who helped at
more than one event. Our Maine West volunteers: Jackie McNeilly,
Tina Kapinos, Karen Reid, Ed Spire, Judy Fregetto, Arlene Levin,
Amy Bartucci, Nan Parson, and Chris Parson. Our Maine East
volunteers: Jackie McNeilly, Tina Kapinos, Ed Spire, Arlene Levin,
Karen Reid, Christine Perille, Daisy Bowe, Kristen Olson, Judy
Fregetto, Chris Parson, Nan Parson, Ulla Sivertsen, Cindy Grau and
Adrienne Jackson. Our Notre Dame volunteers: Jackie McNeilly,
Daisy Bowe, Ed Spire, Judy Fregetto, Mary Fontaine and Karen Reid.
If you would like to become a deputy registrar and help at future voter
registration events, please contact Karen Reid at
kayreid@comcast.net.

Police in schools: The Center for Public
Integrity reports that 1.7 million students
attend schools where there are police on site
but no counselors. Read a summary of a
panel on school policing sponsored by the
Center and a San Diego-based investigative
journalism organization in “Police Presence
in Schools Causes Long-term Harm,
Advocates Say.”
Zoning changes for affordable housing:
California took a small step toward
increasing affordable housing this month
when Gov. Gavin Newsom signed legislation
that would ban single-family-only zoning,
allowing for more duplexes and small
apartment buildings. Read the details in
“California is ending a rule that helped cause
its housing crisis” in Vox.
Redistricting lawsuit update: After Gov.
J.B. Pritzker signed new redistricting plans in
late September, the Mexican American Legal
Defense and Educational Fund (MALDEF)
amended its lawsuit charging that the state is
“unlawfully diluting the Latino vote.”
LWV Cook County raises objections: The
LWV of Cook County submitted a letter
objecting to the redistricting process in Cook
County. The League reiterated its stance that
lines should be drawn by a nonpartisan
commission rather than elected officials, and
called for more time between the publication
of proposed maps and meeting notices to
afford more opportunity for public comment.

Affordable Housing Panel Emphasizes
Importance of Grassroots Efforts
Attending city meetings, networking and educating residents were among
the tools panelists recommended during an affordable housing program cosponsored by the LWV of the Palatine Area and LWV of Glenview-Glencoe.
“Housing Matters: The importance of Stable, Affordable Housing for
Communities and What You Can Do” featured LWV of Park Ridge members
Nan Parson, Action Ridge co-founder, and Kristin Berg, board president of
Housing Opportunity Development Corporation and a housing advocate
with Action Ridge. Also participating were Amy Rosenfeld Kaufman, director
of development and community relations at Community Partners for
Affordable Housing (CPAH) and Kathy Cortez, the panel moderator, a LWV
of Palatine Area member and LWV of Illinois affordable housing issues
specialist.
After talking about inclusionary housing and community land trusts
(programs that create affordable home options within communities),
Kaufman stressed the important role community members can play in
getting city officials to adopt affordable housing plans in their communities.
“You have to have a local champion. You have to have grassroots efforts.
You have to have people who are energizing your agenda and bringing
people together,” Kaufman said.
Parson and Berg discussed ongoing efforts to have affordable housing
addressed in the Park Ridge Comprehensive Plan. Those efforts have
included meeting with public officials, speaking at city council meetings and
spearheading letter-writing campaigns.
When contacting city officials, Berg recommended that residents
personalize their messages. “The more personal the letters are, I think, the
better they are,” she said. “If people write letters all using the same
language, then you’re accused of just sending in form letters, and those are
too easily dismissed.”
Parson emphasized the need to network and make connections.
“If someone reaches out to you, respond and get involved wherever you
can,” she said, “because you never know how you can help them and they
can help you in furthering the goals that you have.”
Watch a video of the full program here.

Here are some highlights from
our latest Observer Corps
reports:

• At the Park Ridge City Council
meeting on Sept. 27, it was
announced that the city’s
website will soon include a
listing of FOIA activity dating
back to Sept. 1, 2021. The
listing will not include FOIAs
for the police department.

• At the Sept. 28 meeting of the
Maine Township Board,
township employee Marty
Cook gave an overview of the
Maine Township Recovery
Connection program, which
provides ongoing support for
citizens dealing with
addictions.

For more details and to see other
reports posted on our website, go
to https://lwvpr.org/observercorps.
Current Observer Corps
volunteers are reminded that the
sign up to cover meetings is
located in the “Members Only”
section on our League website,
lwvpr.org.

Observer Corps volunteers play a
vital role in promoting
transparency by attending local
government meetings and
posting reports to our website. To
get involved, please contact Amy
Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com.

Amy Rosenfeld Kaufman of CPAH shared this graphic (above) in a
recent presentation on affordable housing.
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To renew online, click “join now” to go to the Google form on our website and see payment options.

Upcoming Events

Contact Us

October 25 Application deadline for the Park Ridge Animal Commission,
Farmers Market Committee and Youth Services Commission. Go here to submit
an application.
October 26 “Fix or Nix the Filibuster,” a LWV of Chicago virtual event with Adam
Jentleson, author of “Kill Switch: The Rise of the Modern Senate and the
Crippling of American Democracy,” 7 p.m. to 8 p.m. Register here.
November 2 LWV of Illinois Member Training: “Protecting Pretrial Detainees’
Right to Vote,” 10 a.m. to 11 a.m., via Zoom. Register here.

For information about the
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at
www.lwvpr.org

For the most current updates,
follow us on Facebook and Instagram
@LWVparkridge

November 9 LWV of Illinois Member Training: “How to Coordinate a Candidate
Forum,” 10 a.m. to noon, via Zoom. Register here.
November 13 LWV of Illinois Member Training: “How to Coordinate a Candidate
Forum,” 10 a.m. to noon, via Zoom. Register here.
November 15 LWV of Illinois Member Training: “Moderator Training,” 7 p.m. to 8
p.m., via Zoom. Register here.
November 16 LWV of Illinois Member Training: “Moderator Training,” 10 a.m. to
noon. Register here.
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December 11 LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
February 12 LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m.
April 9 LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3p.m. to 5 p.m.

To inquire about membership:
lwvparkridge@gmail.com

Register to Vote Online
To register to vote or update your
registration online, visit the
Illinois Sate Board of Elections
website at:
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https://ova.elections.il.gov
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