
LEAGUE UPDATE
League of Women Voters of Park Ridge September 2021

Kwame Raoul Vows to Keep Fighting at ERA Event

Becky Mills addresses the need for 
openness in discussing the city’s 
Comprehensive Plan during public 
comments at the Park Ridge City 
Council meeting on June 7.

“Equality has no time limit.” That’s what Illinois Attorney General Kwame Raoul told to a crowd of about 40 people in 
Park Ridge on September 1 as he stood in front of a purple RV promoting the Equal Rights Amendment. 
The Notorious RVG (Ruthless Vote Getter), manned 
by advocates from VoteEqualityUS, stopped at Park 
Ridge Community Church before moving on to 
Palatine in the last leg of its Midwest tour. 
Raoul noted a recent setback where a judge 
dismissed a lawsuit filed by Nevada, Illinois and 
Virginia that challenged the 1982 deadline to ratify 
the ERA. Despite that court decision, Raoul vowed 
to fight on as did Lou Lang, a longtime ERA 
champion who served in the Illinois House for 32 
years. 
Acknowledging the voter registration efforts of the 
League of Women Voters of Park Ridge and Action 
Ridge, Lang emphasized that many state races are 
won by just a handful of votes—sometimes as few 
as just one vote per precinct—so getting more 
people registered and to the polls can make a 
difference. “It’s important to bring more people to 
this party,” he said. 
Raoul expressed optimism about the chance of the 
ERA finally becoming the 28th amendment to the 
Constitution. Noting that his daughter plans to 
attend law school, he said,  “For her, I am hopeful 
that when she takes her oath, she will be taking an 
oath to protect a Constitution that also protects her.” 
LWV of Park Ridge members AJ Conroy (of ERA Illinois), Nan Parson (of Action Ridge) and Karen Reid (our voter 
services director) all spoke briefly at the event. Thanks to League members Judy Fregetto and Arlene Levin, and Action 
Ridge members Jackie McNeilly, Chris Parson, Daisy Bowe and Marilyn Novak for manning voter registration tables.

It's membership season! Members, please renew and recruit to grow our League. We kindly request submissions for 
renewals by Oct 31.  
There are many ways to plug into our League. Start by joining our regular meetings and work towards participating in 
any of our various committees. Our membership/renewal form (also found on page 6), a list of meeting dates and 
more information are here. Any questions? Please contact Amy Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com.

Renew Your Membership Today!

Illinois Attorney General Kwame Raoul (right) and former 
Rep. Lou Lang talk about the ERA in this video taken during 
a visit to Park Ridge. (Click above to play the video.)

https://voteequality.us
https://lwvpr.org/get-involved
mailto:aeb925@gmail.com
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ofD6ZOCPXlo
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Deputy Registrars, Volunteers Needed 
for Two Voter Registration Events 

League volunteers will celebrate National Voter Registration Day on September 
28 by registering new voters at Maine West High School. 
Deputy registrars will work 2-hour shifts between 8:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. with 
COVID-19 precautions in place. The event will take place outdoors with 
volunteers and students masked. We will adhere to social distancing and 
proper sanitizing practices throughout the day. 
All deputy registrars should have received a sign-up invitation earlier this month. 
Many slots are still open! If you are a deputy registrar, please consider joining 
us. Other volunteers are welcome as well. If you are interested in helping, 
please contact Karen Reid at kayreid@comcast.net. Deputy registrars should 
complete the SignUpGenius form they received via email or contact Karen Reid 
for the link. 
Deputy registrars also should have received an invitation to sign up for a voter 
registration event at Maine East High School on October 7 and October 8, from 
8:30 a.m. until 12:30 p.m. on both days. The last time we visited Maine East, we 
registered more than 150 students! 
Both Maine West and Maine East High Schools are requiring that all 
deputy registrars or other volunteers be fully vaccinated against COVID- 
19. If you are volunteering for one of these events, please bring along proof of 
vaccination. 
Any members interested in helping with voter registration events are 
encouraged to become a deputy registrar. The process is easy. Simply email 
your name, address, phone number and email address to Karen Reid at 
kayreid@comcast.net to sign up for online training.

It’s Time to Get Involved! 
Here are a few ways you can get involved in the League right now. For a 
complete list of opportunities, along with approximate time commitments, see 
“It’s Time to Get Involved” on our website at lwvpr.org.   

• Help with voter registration events. See below. 

• Attend a one-hour virtual training on October 6 to become an Observer 
Corps member, or join a virtual meeting the week of September 20 to learn 
more. See “Inside Observer Corps” on page 4. 

• Join our virtual General Meeting on October 9 from 3 
p.m. to 5 p.m. Watch your email for details and save 
the link in “Upcoming Events” on page 7. 

• Volunteer for our new Environmental, DEI (Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion) or Student Membership 
Committee. Visit the "Get Involved" tab on our 
website for details.  

Questions? Send an email to lwvparkridge@gmail.com 
to get connected to a director or member who can help. 

IT’S TIME TO GET INVOLVED!
It takes a lot of people to keep the League strong. Even volunteering just an hour or two a 

few times a year can make a huge difference. Here’s how you can help.

Learn more at LWVPR.org

ONGOING ACTIVITIES
Diversity, Equity & Inclusion; Environmental; and Student Leadership Committees: Forming now (and 
need leaders!). 2+ hours/month or bimonthly for meetings and prep, plus time to execute any plans

Rarely Running: Studying why so few people run for Park Ridge City Council. 3 - 4 hours/month

Neighboring Communities Initiative: Focusing on League expansion. 1-2 hours/month

Observer Corps: Reporting on public meetings. Up to 4 hours/month

Communications Committee: 1 hour for monthly meeting

Voter Services Committee: 1 hour every other month plus up to 1 hour/month for committee-related tasks

League Meetings: 2 hours, every other month on the second Saturday of the month

AS-NEEDED ACTIVITIES
Deputy Registrar: Registering voters. 2 hours/shift, with opportunities to work 8 -10 events in an election year

Candidate Forum: 2 to 5 hours during election cycle

Website: Updating information, 1 hour/ month

Writing/distributing press releases: 2-4 hours at a time a few times a year

Newsletter: Writing or researching an article. 1-4 hours at a time

Social media: 2-5 hours per month

Photography: 1 hour or more per event as needed

Sharing an idea: Sending a link to an event or article to
generate content for the newsletter and/or social media. Minutes!

mailto:s.nugent0221@gmail.com
mailto:arlene.levin@gmail.com
mailto:rebeccalittle78@yahoo.com
mailto:rmills75@hotmail.com
mailto:kahanson218@gmail.com
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States Face Redistricting Challenges
Redistricting continues throughout the country as states set new 
boundaries for voting districts based on Census data released last month. 
While gerrymandering continues to be a problem, some states have 
adopted nonpartisan commissions and are employing mathematical 
formulas to try to draw fair maps. Here’s a roundup of what’s happening: 
Fighting in Illinois: The Illinois House passed an amended map that uses 
Census data to modify boundaries signed into law earlier this summer. 
Court dates are set for later this month in lawsuits challenging that earlier 
map. In both versions of the map, current Republican office holders would 
have to face each other in eight Illinois House and Senate races. NPR 
Illinois breaks down the details here.  
Doing the math in Virginia: Virginians voted last year to have a 
nonpartisan commission draw their maps. Now, that commission may 
enlist the help of a geometry professor from Tufts University to ensure 
those maps are fair, reports  the Washington Post in “Virginians want to 
prevent gerrymandering. Can a mathmetician help?”. 
Losing in blue states: The Associated Press reports that because more 
Democratically-controlled states than Republican ones adopted 
nonpartisan commissions to draw their maps, Democrats may be at a 
disadvantage. See why in “Democrats see consequences from 
redistricting reform push.” 
Seeing less red in Colorado: The big loser from nonpartisan map-
making in Colorado could be first-term Republican Rep. Lauren Boebert. A 
new map would have her competing against Democrat Rep. Joe Neguse 
in a solidly Democratic district, according to The Denver Post. 
Compromising in the Senate: When it passed the House, the For the 
People Act called for all states to adopt nonpartisan commissions to draw 
congressional districts. The Washington Post and others are reporting that 
a pared down version of the bill in the Senate now drops that requirement, 
instead setting court-enforceable criteria for states to follow in mapmaking.

The video above illustrates the impact of gerrymandering, the practice 
of drawing district boundaries to earn a political advantage.

Illinois redistricting update: Join the 
LWV of Deerfield for the virtual event 
“LWVDA Presents: Illinois Redistricting 
Update” at 7 p.m. on September 23. 
Register here for this free event. 

Oakton Park renovation meetings: 
Find out what’s happening with the 
Oakton Park renovation project. In-
person public meetings are scheduled 
at two Park Ridge locations: 9:30 a.m. 
on Saturday, October 2, at South 
Park, 833 W. Talcott Road; and 7 p.m. 
on Wednesday, October 6, at 
Prospect Park, O’Connor Community 
Building, 733 N. Prospect Ave. A 
virtual meeting is slated for 1 p.m. on 
Wednesday, October 13. (Register 
here.) Limited in-person seating will be 
available for the October 13 meeting 
in the Board Room at Prospect Park, 
Wohlers Hall. For more information on 
the proposed project, visit 
www.prparks.org and choose the 
“Oakton Park Project” tab.  

Winning on climate: Gov. J.B. 
Pritzker signed the Climate and 
Equitable Jobs Act putting Illinois on a 
path to 100 percent clean energy 
power by 2050, providing diversity and 
equity requirements for all renewable 
energy projects and setting tough 
accountability measures for utilities. In 
a statement on its website celebrating 
the Senate passage, the Illinois Clean 
Jobs Coalition called the legislation, 
“the most equitable clean energy jobs 
bill of its kind in the nation.” A lengthy 
press release  on www.Illinois.gov 
summarizes the bill in some 60 bullet 
points. 

Should you drink that?: The LWV of 
the Upper Mississippi River Region is 
hosting a virtual event on PFAs, 
known as “forever chemicals.” The 
event “Should You Drink That? The 
Unfolding Story of PFAs in Our Lives” 
will take place  from 6 p.m. to 7:30 
p.m. on October 4. Learn how these 
chemicals are affecting our drinking 
water and what you can do to protect 
yourself and your community. Go here 
for more information and to register for 
the event.
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https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/4284108935627655184
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Here are some highlights from 
our latest Observer Corps 
reports: 

• At the August 23 Park Ridge 
City Council meeting, aldermen 
discussed city assistance for a 
hotel project at 1440 Higgins 
Road. While some council 
members saw the hotel as 
offering a big tax boost for Park 
Ridge, others wanted more 
information before moving 
forward and one noted that he 
needs more convincing before 
voting to have the city become 
a “lender” for the project.  

• At the August 24 Maine 
Township Board meeting, 
members discussed the 
difficulty in accessing funds 
from the American Rescue 
Plan. The township would use 
these funds for projects 
including highway needs and 
cybersecurity programs. 

For more details and to see other 
reports posted on our website, go 
to https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps.   
Current Observer Corps 
volunteers are reminded that the 
sign up to cover meetings is 
located in the “Members Only” 
section on our League website, 
lwvpr.org.   

Observer Corps volunteers play a 
vital role in promoting 
transparency by attending local 
government meetings and posting 
reports to our website. Our local 
Observer Corps team will meet the 
week of September 20. The next 
round of Observer Corps Training 
for members interested in joining 
us is at 7 p.m. on Oct 6 (virtually). 
If you are interested in joining 
either event, please contact Amy 
Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com for 
a Zoom link. 

Together Again (Finally!) At Social 
About 25 members 
and prospective 
members attended 
our first Social last 
month hosted by 
Membership Director 
Amy Bartucci. 
Attendees heard 
about ways to get 
involved in the 
League and had a 
chance to catch up 
with friends and meet 
some new faces. 
Five prospective 
members in 
attendance have 
already opted to join 
our League. 
Welcome to Brenda 
Holcomb, Adrienne 
Jackson, Pat Larsen, 
Kristen Olson and 
Beth Rankin, along 
with Bridget Oleksy 
who joined just prior 
to our Social.  A 
special thanks to 
Amy and everyone 
who worked to make 
this event possible—
Kathy Hanson, 
Becky Mills, Dawn 
Conroy, Rebecca 
Little, Julianna 
Lopez de Philbrook 
and Tina Kapinos. 

Photos by Julianna Lopez de Philbrook

https://lwvpr.org/observer-corps
http://lwvpr.org
mailto:aeb925@gmail.com


The League of Women Voters of Cook County invites League members to register for one of their two remaining 
guided nature walks. These walks come on the heels of a unanimous vote by board members of the Forest 
Preserve District of Cook County to place a referendum for a tax hike on the November 2022 ballot. The vote 
was a first step in this process. 

According to a LWV of Cook County Observer Corps report, representatives from the Chicago Botanic 
Garden, Westside Ministers Coalition, Chicago Zoological Society, Audubon Great Lakes, Orland Grassland, 

Chicago Area Mountain Bikers, Friends of the Chicago River, Openlands, the Illinois Environmental Council and the 
Filipino-American Council all spoke in support of the referendum prior to the July vote.  
The LWV of Cook County guided nature walks for League members include an orientation and walk up to one mile. To 
register, email info@lwvcookcounty.org with your name, phone number, name of your local League and which walk you 
want to attend. Deadline to register is the Friday before the scheduled walk. 
The remaining walks are: 

Thursday, September 23, 10 a.m. to noon (rain date September 24), Trailside Museum of Natural History, River Forest 
Wednesday, October 13, 10 a.m. to noon (rain date October 14), Sagawau Environmental Learning Center, Lemont 
If you’re interested in seeing a similar walk organized in Park Ridge, contact Amy Bartucci at aeb925@gmail.com.

Cook County Nature Walks Prelude to Tax Referendum

Member Snapshot

Julianna Lopez de Philbrook 
  
Background: I was born in Chicago and raised in Park Ridge. 
Current home: I live in Park Ridge, in the second ward, close to Maine East. I 
bought this home a decade ago, but I've lived here for five years. However, very 
soon, I'll be returning to the seventh ward, to raise my children in the same area I 
grew up in! 
Occupation: Photographer, designer, painter, mom. 
Family:  I have a wonderful husband Micah, and my two beautiful children, 
Kendall, 3, and Bea, 4 months. 
Hobbies: With two kids, I don't find much time for hobbies lately. But I do love to 
garden, and I have a few books on my list to read if I ever have time again. 
Why I joined the League: I believe civic involvement is an important part of our 
responsibility as a member of society. Plus, I feel organizations that promote 
positive connections between women are very empowering.   
Goals: Since becoming a member, I have joined the Observer Corps and look 
forward to that role. And I hope to get more involved in LWV of Park Ridge 
actions and events.   
Prior political involvement: I recently ran for the Second Ward City Council seat 
here in Park Ridge.  
Favorite things: I am very much in love with true crime podcasts, and currently I'm obsessed with “Crime Junkie.” My 
favorite TV shows right now are “This is Us,” “Handmaid's Tale,” and of course “Law & Order: SVU.” My favorite foods? 
Well, I definitely love pizza the most, but I'm a fan of sushi, a really good veggie burger, and arroz con gandules. 
Favorite quote: "Those who do not move, do not notice their chains.”—Rosa Luxemburg 
Best advice I ever received: "Only dead fish go with the flow,” from a speed skating coach when I was 16. Maybe a bit 
gross, but I always took it to mean that I can forge my own path and make my own way in the world, that I don't have to 
go along to get along. 
One more thing: I am passionate about our environment and working towards a society where we live in a more 
harmonious and sustainable state with the natural world. 

https://www.lwvcookcounty.org/forest-preserve-board-reports
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PARK RIDGE LEAGUE MEMBERSHIP FORM  2021-2022

Individual Membership: $75.00 ___ Household Membership: $125.00 ___ Student: (ages 16-26) $35.00 ___

Please complete the following information and mail the form along with your check to :
League of Women Voters of Park Ridge

516 N. Rose Avenue
Park Ridge, IL 60068

Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________

Address: ___________________________________________________________________________________

City: _______________________________________________ State: ___________________ Zip: _________

Telephone: _________________________________ Email:__________________________________________

Additional donations are greatly welcomed. The vast majority of our regular dues go to the national, state
and regional Leagues for their continued outstanding work. Additional donations stay within our League and
support our local educational programs.

Amount of Yearly Dues for period of September 1st, 2021 to August 31st, 2022: ______________________

Additional Donation: _____________________________________________________________________

Specific Interests:

⥁ Diversity Equity & Inclusion (NEW)

⥁ Environmental (NEW)

⥁ Student Leadership (NEW)

⥁ Voter Services

⥁ Observer Corps

⥁ Social Media

⥁ Tabling Events

⥁ Newsletter Contributor

⥁ Photography

To renew online, click “join now” to go to the Google form on our website and see payment options.

https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScTddzQIq4w_slj4neE29zDlvPsUOmdUUGKsA8V8sHsjXH6rg/viewform


Upcoming Events
September 28  National Voter Registration Day 

September 28  Voter registration event at Maine West High School, 8:30 a.m. to 
3 p.m. 

October 6  Observer Corps Training, 7 p.m.  

October 7 & 8  Voter registration event at Maine East High School, 8: 30 a.m. to 
12:30 p.m. both days 

October 9  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting via Zoom, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. Join 
the meeting here. 

December 11  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

February 12  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

April 9  LWV of Park Ridge General Meeting, 3p.m. to 5 p.m.
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To inquire about membership: 

lwvparkridge@gmail.com

Contact Us  

For information about the 
LWV Park Ridge visit our website at 

www.lwvpr.org 

For the most current updates, 
follow us on Facebook and Instagram 

@LWVparkridge
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