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Matthew 5:17 	The Fulfillment of the Law
“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them”

Jesus’ words always targeted the deepest fibers of our humanity. He used parables to help disciples and apostles grasp, at least, the first layer of meaning, but He knew He was planting the seed for additional deeper interpretations to be developed long after His time on earth and, for the past 2000 years theologians and free thinkers have deepened our understanding of Jesus’ words by connecting them to all aspects of human life.
Jesus actually liked to question his disciples. There are 307 questions by Jesus in the Gospels. I am sure that Jesus created us with a mind able to understand the truth and a heart able to love. By asking questions He wanted to lead us to seek and find. Matthew 7: “Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened to you.”
I have read Matthew 5:17 many times (“Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them”) and it has never led me, until now, to think of anything more than the need that Matthew had to present Jesus as a legitimate Jewish rabbi that followed the Jewish law as the basis of His new doctrine. Matthew wrote his Gospel targeting a Jewish audience and it was critical for him to connect the law of the old testament with Jesus. And the Jewish law established, as it was summarized in the 3rd century, 613 commandments, known as ‘taryag mitzvot’. 
It also caught my attention, when I read through the first set of five book of the Bible, called the Torah or Pentateuch (Genesis, Exodus, Leviticus, Numbers, and Deuteronomy), the fact that we, Catholics, have not included in our own rules God’s explicit own words on how He wanted to establish His covenant with humanity. God described with significant detail in the Pentateuch all the clauses of the covenant but they are nowhere to be found in Catholic doctrine.
I wonder why we, Catholics, have only kept the 10 commandments, written initially by God’s hand (Exodus 20:1,17) and duplicated by Moses’ hand after the first tablets were destroyed (Exodus 34), and disregarded the remaining 603 commandments. Did all those rules and regulations have any meaning to Jesus during His time on Earth? Would He be OK with the changes introduced by the Church? Was I understanding all this correctly? What was I missing?
I found an “administrative” explanation in the Gospel for the change introduced by the Church. In the Book of Acts chapter 15, in what is called nowadays the Council of Jerusalem (AD 50), we learn that Paul and the Apostles, led by Peter, decided that gentile converts to Christianity were not obligated to keep most of the Law of Moses, including the rules concerning circumcision of males. The Council did, however, retain the prohibitions on eating blood, meat containing blood, and meat of animals not properly slain, and on fornication and idolatry, sometimes referred to as the Apostolic Decree or Jerusalem Quadrilateral. So, our original Church slashed at the council of Jerusalem close to 97% of all Jewish law for the gentiles converting to Christianity. I think Paul convinced the Apostles that following Jesus was more than adhering to a set of rules and regulations and that has been the norm since.
Beyond this procedural answer of why we only kept the 10 commandments, I was still missing Jesus’ explanation of what He actually meant when He said He came to fulfill the law? Was the decision of the Church in the Council of Jerusalem really aligned with Jesus’ commitment to fulfill the law?
Let’s look at Matthew 5:17 again. Jesus statement could be structured the following way: 
· Jesus did not come to destroy the law
· But Jesus came to fulfill it
Was the spirit of this 2-proposition structure used by Jesus anywhere else in the Gospel when talking about the law? We can actually find several instances, such as:
1. Matthew 5:27-28: “You have heard [from the law] that it was said ‘You shall not commit adultery’ But I tell you that anyone that looks at a woman lustfully has already committed adultery with her in his heart”
Law: “do not commit adultery”
Jesus fulfillment: “Do not fall to the sin of Lust”
2. Matthew 5:43-48:” You have heard it [from the law] ‘You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy’ But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you in order that you maybe sons of the Father who is in heaven”

Law: “You shall love your neighbor and hate your enemy”
Jesus fulfillment: “love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you”

3. Matthew 19:8:” Jesus replied: Moses permitted you to divorce your wives because your hearts were hard. But it was not what God had originally intended. I tell you that anyone that divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and marries another woman commits adultery”
 
Law: “Moses permitted you to divorce”
Jesus fulfillment: “Anybody that divorce and remarry commits adultery”
It is so evident that Jesus knew the law! He could probably cite the entire Torah from memory. But His knowledge was NOT our knowledge. He KNEW what the Father actually MEANT in every single word revealed to humans. Jesus also was aware of how hard our heart was and how badly we had misinterpreted the Father’s intentions for His creation. Jesus knew that many rules and regulations had been put in place, by men and not by God, to control all possible deviations, and also society, and it was time to go back to basics and explain God’s real plan.
Jesus was the son sent by the Father after all prophets had failed (Luke 20:9-19 The parable of the evil tenants of the vineyard) to teach humanity to follow God’s will. Jesus came to teach and correct us, and to set the record and doctrine straight. No more confusion after He dwelled on Earth and revealed the Truth.
He taught us that out of the hardness of our heart, Moses, NOT GOD, permitted some behaviors that were not the original intention of God.
Jesus was sent by the Father to retrain us. He brought us out of our spiritual infancy and made us jumped spiritually from the 10 commandments to the Beatitudes! An incredible spiritual jump! And I believe this jump is the fulfilment Jesus refers to in Matthew 5:17.
Let me explain this move from a rule-based religion to the spirituality of the Beatitudes. First, we need to understand that the 10 commandments targeted the control of our instincts. They exhorted us not to kill, steal, lie, give false testimony, or covet, to avoid idolatry and sanctify the one God, to honor family, to control our primary sexual instincts. God gave us the basic rules to start behaving not as animals but as humans. Not all 10 commandments were natural law. They introduced already a significant step in ordering human life.
The transformation path from Jesus started by Him asking us to use our reason to look BEYOND those commandments to find the essence of sin, the real structure of human behavior that leads us to violate the law. He said: “you did this (old law) out of the hardness of your heart, but NOW I say to you (new approach)” Jesus was teaching us to be aware of the seven deadly sins: pride, greed, lust, envy, gluttony, wrath, and sloth. He told us that we should not covet somebody else’s property or wife because that comes from the sin of envy and lust. He told us to love our enemies because not doing so comes from the sins of pride and wrath. Jesus told us to recognize that anything emanating from the seven deadly sins is not right and brings desolation to our spirit, whatever thousands of laws you could come up with. This is the fulfillment of the law!
In the last step of the transformation path set by Jesus He asked us to look BEYOND sin and punishment and seek to know God’s will. How God really wanted us to be and He gave us the Beatitudes. We no longer needed to look only at our behavior from the structure of sin, but also from God’s plan for salvation. This is mega-fulfillment of the law! Blessed are we because we know God and do His will.
Jesus brought us the message that God really trusted us and had decided it was the right time to move from our spiritual childhood full of rules and regulations, to a mature spirituality that is based on knowing God’s true desire for our salvation through Jesus’ way of mercy and compassion described in the Beatitudes.
This universal call to Salvation based on a path set by Jesus gave me final meaning to Matthew 5:17 “Do not think that I have come to abolish the Law or the Prophets; I have not come to abolish them but to fulfill them”
A way to apply these thoughts in our lives could be to change the way we prepare ourselves for confession and start looking at the three stages of spirituality:
1. STEP 1: Did I transgress any of the commandments?
2. STEP 2: Did I let myself fall to the temptations of the deadly sins?
3. STEP 3: Did I actively use the Beatitudes as the path for my life set by Jesus?
It is no longer enough not to think if we kill, steal, or lie. We also need to use our reason and faith to look at our deeper intentions and our alignment with the Beatitudes.
Pope Francis [2016] Modern Beatitudes # 3: “Blessed are those who see God in every person and strive to make others also discover Him”
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