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Stephanie Angelo hangs her artwork in an exhibit, “A Life After
Cancer,” at the Arlington Center for the Arts.

Artists evoke battles for life

By Jennifer Mann
Staff Writer

Rachael Wilcox was 7 years old
when her mother Shirley was diag-
nosed with cancer of the spine. Over
the last 20 years, she has watched her
mother battle the disease and con-
quer it.

Now, with her artwork, she hopes
to reveal pieces of her mother’s story,
and that of others: demonstrating that
hardships can make a person stronger;
that cancer can both overwhelm and
inspire; and that talking about the dis-
ease does not change reality, but can
certainly make it easier to cope.

Shirley lost the use of her legs when
the tumor in her back erupted and
caused nerve and cell damage. But at
age 65, she has found ways to work
around the obstacle and is living an
active life.

“My mother is a very strong per-
son,” Wilcox said. “She does more
than people who have their legs com-
pletely intact ... That kind of made
her a hero to me in many ways.”

Her mother’s struggle became an
inspiration for the exhibit, “A Life Af-
ter Cancer,” which is open for view-
ing at the Arlington Center for the
Arts, at 41 Foster St., through Feb. 24.
A reception for the exhibit will be held -
Saturday, Jan. 21, to benefit the Amer-
ican Cancer Society.

“I realized that my mother wasn't
the only hero,” explained the Newton
artist, who works primarily with ce-
ramics. “What I was trying to do with
these exhibits was to try to raise as
much awareness as possible about
cancer, and also raise as much aware-
ness as possible about life.”

After receiving a grant for the pro-
ject from the Museum of Fine Arts,
Wilcox paired with Boston painter
Stephanie Angelo to present the sto-
ries of 10 individuals who have fought
cancer during their lives: Some have
won the battle; others have lost.
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- Angelo, whose own mother
was diagnosed with cancer
nine years ago, has painted the
jportraits of farous wornen in
history who lived with the dis-
ease. What was interesting
about portraying the well-
hwwn personalities, she said,
‘was the glaring contrast be-
tween the glamour of their
lives and the darkness of the
disease within them.

“You kind of see the differ-
ngt dynamics of what a can-
cer diagnosis can have,” she
said, emphasizing these
women proved that receiving
the diagnosis does not trans-
Late to “a death sentence.”
~ In addition to the current
exhibit, the 25-year-old artist
has been focusing on art that
incorporates a female point of
Vew with religious topics,

i For “A Life After Cancer,”

Angelo intertwines the bright
flat colors and bold lines of her
?a)llc work with paper cut-
ungs and collaged elements.
In one piece, titled “Shirley,”
representing the actress and
unger Shirley Temple, a quote
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Survivors inspire artists
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P ie Angelo (left) and Rachael Wilcox stand in front or their artwork, which

is on display at the Arlington Center for the Arts through Feb 24.

possibly can — and that is giv-
ing to other people — you get
back 100 percent more.”

At another point in the
room, there is a sculpture ti-
tled “Dana.

Dana is Iy ‘tobeaz&

Js displayed promi ly
hcmss a portrait of the child
Nar, slightly obscured by pink
and silver ribbons that tumble
Irom above.
i “I'was one of the fortunate
actresses in Hollywood who
didn't wear falsies, because |
didnt need them,” it reads with
Qry humor. * felt pretty good
before the operation, and I felt
good afterward, I just lost a
good friend in between.”
Wilcox, 27, based her picces
on |nt(.rvlm\ s with four
women and one man, all of
whom had their own per-
spective on life with cancer.
The artist sculpted portraits
of each individual with
stoneware, displayed on Plex-
iglas. Below each display is a
CD player, with recordings of
king about life 1lh the .

She added the sharing was
for both of them, even
ughudm'dimcul mem-

‘m.h her, but there were
nther things 1 didn't know.™
* But there was inspiration
w\u\ln the memories — like
-whul her mother started walk-
jngthe halls of the hospital, as
well as she could withaut the
use of her legs. Fellow patients
soon joined her, and they con-
tinued to perform the daily rit-
‘ual, long after she no longer
‘could.
{ *“Ifyou could fight back, you
always had a chance,” Shirley’s
steady voice recalled, filtering
out from the speakers below
her sculpture.
Shirley called herselfl “a can-
rer cs " rather than a
cancer survivor. She talked
hbout re-evaluating her life, af~
ter making it through the many
rounds of chemotherapy and
rehabilitation.

The mother of three began
(p volunteer, and today still

on the board of visitors

for the Central New York DSO,
én agency that provides sup-
port and services for individ-
nals with developmental dis-
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t ¢ and do as best as you

orry about oneself,” she ex-
%A:vcd, “You have to get out
-

year-old female, who was di-

agnosed with a malignant
melanoma in her groin two
years prior to the interview.
As a dancer, she talked about
how rounds of treatment left
her too tired Lo move some
days. The illness allowed her
to realize the things she had

previously taken for granted,
she said, such as her dancing
and relationships. It was a
theme repeated in several oth-
ers’ messages in the room.

“Work doesn't take prece-
dence, because it’s not the
most important thing ... Fam-
ily and friends are,” she said,
her voice breaking. 5

In the interview Mond,

E
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“They have that piece of ler
that they can hold onto,” she
said. “1 think that's important.™

A Life After Cancer” is at
the Tufts Street Gallery within
the Arlington Center for the
Arts, 41 Foster St., now
through Feb. 2% (781-648-
6813). The artists will hold a

WulcoxuplainodDampasscd
away one year after the record-
ing was created. She has given
Dana’s family a copy of the CD
and a reproduction of the

this y from
5t Spm.. with 30 percent.
of proceeds benefiling the
American Cancer Society.
There is a $10 suggested do-
nation.




