
CLOSE YOUR DOOR 

 

1. In this case, 100 beats 1,000: Using thermal imaging cameras, researchers found that closed-
door rooms on both floors during the fire's spread had average temperatures of less than 100 
degrees Fahrenheit versus 1000+ degrees in the open-door rooms. 
 
2. Carbon Monoxide is a killer: A bedroom with its door left open has about 10,000 PPM CO 
(parts per million of Carbon Monoxide), which is extremely toxic. A bedroom with a closed-door 
has approximately 100 PPM CO. 
 
3. Fire is getting faster: 40 years ago, we had 17 minutes to escape our homes in the event of a 
fire. Today, due to synthetic materials, furniture, and construction, we now have 3 minutes to 
escape our home. 
 
4. Fire danger doesn't sleep: About half of home fire deaths result from fires reported between 
11 pm, and 7 am when most people are asleep. 
 
5. Breathe easier: In closed-door rooms, oxygen levels are at a breathable 18%, while open-
door rooms' oxygen levels are at 8%, which is extremely low. 
 
6. Life or death: In experiments done by FSRI, a victim in the closed bedroom was survivable 
and able to function well through every experiment and well after the fire department's arrival. 
In the open bedroom, potential victims would be unconscious if not deceased prior to fire 
department arrival or as a result of fire ventilation actions. 
 
7. Slow down: A closed door can slow the spread of fire, reduce toxic smoke levels, improve 
oxygen levels, and decrease temperatures dramatically – and that could make a life-saving 
difference in your home. 
 
8. Close the door when you're leaving: When exiting a burning structure, don't forget to close 
the door! It will cut off the fire's oxygen supply and may stop the fire's growth. 
 
9. Check those alarms monthly: It's important to take other safety precautions as well - roughly 
3 out of 5 deaths happen in homes with no working smoke alarms or no smoke alarms at all. 
 
10. Plan your escape: Having a fire escape plan for your home is also important to stay safe 
during a fire - visit every room with your family and decide on a designated meeting spot at the 
front of the house.   

 
Visit https://closeyourdoor.org/ for more information 
www.championsfire.org 
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