BZT Reading worksheet 4 (plus)

Copenhagen - one of the greenest cities in the world

[

0 Work in small groups and discuss the meaning of the following terms:

a green city
carbon-neutral

N T 9

organic
d ecotourism/ eco-friendly

9 Look at the photos of Copenhagen. Why do you think the city is considered “green”?

Vocabulary

Match the following words in the text in Exercise 3 with their definitions. Read the sentences in the
text where the words appear to help you understand their meaning.

1 agenda a cause little damage to the environment

2 consumption b many

3 initiatives ¢ togrow very well or be successful

4 numerous d the act of using, eating, or drinking something

5 commuters e alistof aims

6 sustainable f torelease anoise, smell, gas or other substance

7 thriving g people who regularly travel between work and home
8 emit h plansto solve a problem
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Reading worksheet 4 (plus)
Copenhagen - one of the greenest cities in the world

You are going to read a newspaper article about Copenhagen, one of the greenest cities in the world.
For questions 1-10, choose from the sections (A-F). The sections may be chosen more than once.

A

Making plans to protect the environment and prevent the damaging effects of climate change has been high
on the agenda for Denmark’s capital for many years. In 2014 Copenhagen was named the European Green
Capital and the city has committed to becoming the world’s first carbon-neutral capital by 2025. So what is
Copenhagen doing that currently many other cities around the world aren’t?

B

One of the major contributing factors to Copenhagen’s reputation as a green city is how people travel around.
The capital has a very strong bicycle culture and rather surprisingly, only 29% of households own a car. Riding
a bike is simply a way of life there; 41% of commuters are cyclists and there are more than five bikes to every
car. Even the taxis are fitted with bike racks on the roof. In 1995 Copenhagen was one of the first cities to offer
the free bicycle scheme for citizens and visitors and in 2013 it started using electric bikes. Another method of
transport frequently used in the city is the “GoBoat”, which has an electric, solar-powered engine and is used to
navigate through the city’s canals. It holds up to eight people and is made from sustainable sources.

C

The city is a thriving centre for the production and consumption of organic food. 88% of the food used in
public organisations, such as schools and nursing homes, is organic. It has markets and supermarkets entirely
devoted to organic food and the majority of its restaurants also specialize in serving organic produce. Whether
it be eating in or dining out, for the residents of Copenhagen eating organically is not a luxury, but purely a
matter of logic.

D

Another area in which Copenhagen succeeds in being “green”, is through its numerous eco-friendly hotels.
Ecotourism is very popular in the capital and over 70% of the city’s hotel rooms hold an official eco-
certification. It is commonplace for hotels to have an environmental plan, and manager, to ensure targets
are met in areas such as water, design, waste, energy consumption and food. Further to this, many hotels in
Copenhagen provide bikes for their guests.

E

Perhaps the biggest spectacle of Copenhagen’s unique approach to sustainability is its recently built ski slope,
hiking trail and climbing centre, built on top of a waste plant. This architectural marvel combines pleasure
with sustainability and has the capacity to convert 400,000 tons of waste each year and provide heat to 150,000
households. The plant will also emit smoke rings into the sky whenever one ton of fossil fuel C02 is released.
This display will almost certainly serve as an effective reminder to those wavering in their commitment to the
environmental cause.

F

This is just a taste of some of the initiatives the city has implemented in order to be more environmentally
aware. There are many more, such as recycling vending style machines, whereby consumers receive a small
amount of money for every plastic bottle they return. The city was also the first in the world to introduce a
green roof policy, in which all new buildings with roof slopes of less than 30 degrees, were required by law to
be vegetated.

B2+

[T

Copenhagen is most certainly leading the way in creating a more sustainable future and is a true inspiration to
other major cities around the world.
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BZT Reading worksheet 4 (plus)

Copenhagen - one of the greenest cities in the world

Tip

Before completing this task underline each of the key words in each of the statements below.

Then try to match these key words with synonyms from the text.

\—/

Which paragraph

1
2
3

O 000 ~N oo u

10

states that, in some cases, being green is a legal obligation for the inhabitants of Copenhagen
says that being eco-friendly has been a top priority for the city for a long time

suggests that for the citizens of Copenhagen being environmentally responsible is simply
common sense

states that the city has in place a number of different schemes which aim to protect the
environment

says that being environmentally aware plays an important role in business strategy in the city
mentions how the city uses eco-friendly materials to build with

suggests that being environmentally friendly can also be fun

talks about an initiative that is more than likely to have an influence on other people’s obligations
explains how different institutions are implementing one environmental initiative

suggests that Copenhagen has been very innovative in the field of infrastructure

Discuss the following in pairs or small groups.

Which of the initiatives you have read about exist in your town or city?
In what other ways can individuals help the environment?
Do you think your government is doing enough to protect the environment? Why/ why not?
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Teacher’s notes

0 This worksheet stretches students towards

.

N\

C1 level. The text introduces some

C1 vocabulary, some of which is explored
in the pre-reading tasks. Students are
encouraged to locate these words in the
text to help them deduce the meaning
from the context. In this worksheet
students will be completing a reading
comprehension task, styled as Reading
and Use of English Part 7. In this type of
task students need to match a statement
to a section of the text. For this exercise
students will need to read for specific

Reading worksheet 4 (plus)

information, detail, opinion and attitude.
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In this exercise students will be asked to discuss
a few key terms mentioned in the text, which
they may not be familiar with. Ask students to
discuss these terms in small groups or pairs and
feedback to the whole class.

Answer

a) agreen city - a city focused on protecting the
environment

b) carbon neutral - not producing carbon
emissions

c) organic - not using artificial chemicals when
keeping animals or growing plants for food

d) eco-friendly - describes someone or
something which is designed not to damage
the environment/ ecotourism- providing
holidays which do not cause any damage to
the environment.

Once students have understood these key
environmental terms ask them to look at the photos
of Copenhagen and elicit why they think the city is
viewed as one of the greenest in the world.

Answers

Mountain dwellings - buildings in Copenhagen
are provided with roof gardens.

Copenhagen harbour - the area provides green
energy and has boats that offer environmentally
friendly travel in the city.

Cyclists in Copenhagen - Cycling is a very popular
form of transport in Copenhagen and it was one
of the first cities to provide free to use bicycles.

Vocabulary

Tell students to complete this vocabulary
task, which pre-teaches some of the C1 lexis
found in the text. Encourage students to
locate these words in the text, which have
been highlighted in bold, to help them deduce
the meaning from the context.

Answers

1e 2d 3h 4b 5g 6a 7c 8f

Tell students that they are now going to
complete the exam style reading task. Before
completing the exercise, draw students’
attention to the tip box at the end of the
text. This advises students to underline the
key words in the question statements before
completing the task and encourages them

to think about synonyms and paraphrases,
which makes it easier to match the questions
with a section of the text.

Answers

1F 2A 3C 4F 5D 6B 7E 8€E
9C 10 8B

Ask students to discuss the questions in pairs
or small groups and then feedback to the
whole class.
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