Wisdom from Joseph Unpacked

Stanza 1

| once knew pain that cut me deep,

A pit where brothers left me weep.

Yet even there, God shaped my heart—
To honor others from the start.

Scriptural Insight:
Joseph’s journey began in betrayal and suffering, yet even in the pit God was shaping his heart.
Scripture shows that God often forms character through hardship, not comfort.

e Genesis 37:23-28 — Joseph is stripped, thrown into a pit, and sold.
¢ Genesis 50:20 — God uses evil intentions for good.
o Romans 5:3-4 — Suffering produces perseverance, character, and hope.

Leadership Truth:
Honor is not learned in ease. Itis forged when pain is surrendered to God instead of turned into
bitterness.

Stanza 2

When power came into my hand,

And | stood ruler of the land,

Revenge knocked loudly at my door—
But honor asked for something more.

Scriptural Insight:
Joseph rose to power, but Scripture highlights his restraint. Though he held authority over those who
wronged him, he refused to use it for revenge.

e Genesis 41:41-44 — Joseph is given authority over Egypt.

e Proverbs 16:32 — “Better a patient person than a warrior, one with self-control than one
who takes a city.”

e Romans 12:19 — “Do not avenge yourselves... leave room for God’s wrath.”

Leadership Truth:
True leadership is not revealed by how much power we gain, but by how much restraint we exercise
when we have it.



Stanza 3

For every wound that marked my past,
God wrote a story meant to last.
He turned my sorrow into grace,
So | could meet my foes face-to-face.

Scriptural Insight:
Joseph learned to see his story through God’s sovereignty rather than personal offense. This
reframing allowed him to face his brothers with clarity and compassion.

e Genesis 45:5-8 — Joseph credits God’s plan rather than their betrayal.
o Isaiah 55:8-9 — God’s ways are higher than ours.
e 2 Corinthians 1:3-4 — God comforts us so we can comfort others.

Leadership Truth:
Honor grows when leaders trust God’s purpose more than their own perspective.

Stanza 4

| learned that strength is not demand,
But gentle words and open hand.

To lift another when they fall—

This is the truest strength of all.

Scriptural Insight:
Joseph’s gentleness toward his brothers reflects God’s definition of strength—power under control.

o Genesis 45:3-4 — Joseph weeps and invites his brothers near.
e Philippians 4:5 — “Let your gentleness be evident to all.”
e Matthew 20:26 — “Whoever wants to be great among you must be your servant.”

Leadership Truth:
Strength that lifts others reveals far greater authority than strength that dominates.

Stanza 5

So choose the path where mercy leads,
Where hearts grow soft and pride recedes.
For those who hurt you need it too—
Honor may heal them... and you.



Scriptural Insight:
Joseph’s mercy did not erase the past—but it healed the future. In extending grace, he brought
restoration to both sides of the wound.

e Genesis 50:19-21 — Joseph reassures and provides for his brothers.
e Matthew 5:7 — “Blessed are the merciful.”
e Colossians 3:13 — Forgive as the Lord forgave you.

Leadership Truth:
Honor has a healing effect—not only for those who receive it, but for the one who gives it.

Stanza 6

If you would lead, then lead with love;
Let God’s own wisdom rise above.
Honor others as yourself—

And watch God’s purpose write itself.

Scriptural Insight:
Joseph’s life illustrates that when leaders choose honor, God’s purposes unfold beyond what they
could control or predict.

e Romans 12:10 — “Honor one another above yourselves.”
e Philippians 2:3-5 — The mindset of Christ.
e Proverbs 3:5-6 — Trust the Lord, and He will direct your paths.

Leadership Truth:
When honor leads the way, God does the writing. Our role is obedience; His role is outcome.

LeadershipLore Closing Reflection

Joseph’s story teaches us that honor is not a reaction—it is a decision. It flows from humility, is
sustained by trust in God, and reveals a leadership strength the world rarely understands. When
leaders honor others above themselves, they step into a story far bigger than their own—one
authored by God Himself.



