
Salt of the Earth vs. Works of Darkness 
 

Salt of the Earth (Matthew 5:13; Galatians 
5:22–23) 

Works of Darkness (John 10:10; 
Opposites) 

 

Preserves life – holding back decay and 
corruption 

 

Destroys life – spreads corruption and 
ruin 

Flavors the world with God’s truth and love Poisons the world with lies and hatred 

Covenant faithfulness – reflecting God’s 
holiness 

Unfaithfulness – breaking covenant, 
betrayal 

Love – caring sacrificially for others Hatred – bitterness, cruelty, murder 

Joy – delight in God and His blessings Despair – sorrow, misery, hopelessness 

Peace – reconciliation, wholeness, calm spirit Conflict & Fear – strife, division, anxiety 

Patience – endurance, long-suffering Impatience & Rage – anger, rash actions 

Kindness – mercy, compassion Harshness & Cruelty – selfishness, abuse 

Goodness – moral integrity, righteousness Corruption & Evil – greed, dishonesty 

Faithfulness – loyalty to God and others Unfaithfulness – betrayal, unreliability 

Gentleness – humility, tender strength Pride & Violence – arrogance, domination 

Self-control – discipline, mastery over desires Indulgence & Addiction – reckless living 

Brings life abundantly (John 10:10b) Steals, kills, and destroys (John 10:10a) 

 


