Wisdom from Obed-Edom

Stanza 1

I did not ask for heaven’s weight to rest beneath my roof,

The holy came unannounced, demanding reverent truth.

No hand could claim possession, no voice could boast control,
I learned that fear and pride both misdirect the soul.

Scripture Unpacking:

Obed-Edom did not seek proximity to the Ark; it was placed in his care after tragedy struck
Uzzah (2 Samuel 6:6-10). The Ark represented God’s holy presence—dangerous when
approached casually, yet life-giving when honored rightly. This stanza reflects the biblical
tension between fear and pride: fear that recoils from God’s presence, and pride that
presumes control over it.

“The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom.” (Proverbs 9:10)
“Who may ascend the mountain of the Lord? He who has clean hands and a pure heart.”
(Psalm 24:3-4)

Measured Stewardship begins when a person neither flees responsibility nor claims
ownership over what belongs to God.

Stanza 2

The Ark was never mine to use or bend to my design,

| swept the floors with trembling hands and measured every sign.
To guard what is not yours requires a quieter art—

To bow before the Giver first, then tend the gift with heart.

Scripture Unpacking:

The Ark was not a tool, symbol, or possession—it was sacred. Obed-Edom’s posture
echoes the Levitical call to careful, obedient service rather than innovation or
manipulation.

“They are to carry the ark... but they must not touch the holy things or they will die.”
(Numbers 4:15)

“Trustin the Lord with all your heart and lean not on your own understanding.” (Proverbs
3:5)

True stewardship requires humility before action—submission before service.



Stanza 3

No trumpet marked my faithfulness, no crown adorned my name,
The blessing grew in unseen ways, untouched by public fame.

| found that God delights to trust the watchful and the small,

Who serve Him well in borrowed space, unseen by crowds or hall.

Scripture Unpacking:

Scripture records no speeches, prayers, or announcements from Obed-Edom—only the
outcome: God blessed his household (2 Samuel 6:11). His faithfulness occurred quietly,
without platform or applause.

“Your Father, who sees what is done in secret, will reward you.” (Matthew 6:4)
“Whoever is faithful in very little is also faithful in much.” (Luke 16:10)

Measured Stewardship flourishes in obscurity long before it is ever trusted with visibility.

Stanza 4

I learned the weight of sacred things is not in wood or gold,
Butin the care of steady hands that never seek to hold.
Too tight a grip invites our fall, too loose a grip betrays—
Measured hands are open ones, obedient in their ways.

Scripture Unpacking:

The Ark’s power was not in its materials but in God’s presence. Mishandling it brought
death; reverent obedience brought blessing. This stanza captures the biblical balance
between reverence and restraint.

“Do not be over-righteous... why destroy yourself?” (Ecclesiastes 7:16)
“The meek shall inherit the land.” (Psalm 37:11)

Measured Stewardship avoids both grasping control and careless neglect—it lives in
obedient balance.



Stanza 5

The day it left, | let it go, though blessing filled my door,

For stewards know the season’s end is part of serving more.
What God entrusts, He may reclaim without a word or sign,
And faith is proved when loss is met with trust instead of mine.

Scripture Unpacking:

When David resumed transporting the Ark, Obed-Edom released it willingly (2 Samuel
6:12). True stewardship does not cling to blessing or assignment—it trusts God beyond the
season of favor.

“The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away; blessed be the name of the Lord.” (Job 1:21)
“There is a time to keep, and a time to cast away.” (Ecclesiastes 3:6)

Faith matures when obedience continues even as blessing departs.

Stanza 6

So hear my counsel, passerby, when heaven draws near:

Receive with awe, serve without claim, and walk in holy fear.

For God gives more to those who prove they do not need to own—
Measured stewardship is learned when faith is left alone.

Scripture Unpacking:

This final counsel echoes the principle that stewardship is proven not by possession, but
by posture. God entrusts more responsibility to those who are not ruled by control,
recognition, or entitlement.

“Moreover, itis required of stewards that they be found faithful.” (1 Corinthians 4:2)
“Humble yourselves under God’s mighty hand, that He may lift you up in due time.” (1

Peter 5:6)

Measured Stewardship is learned when faith rests in God alone—not in outcomes,
ownership, or applause.

Closing Insight

Obed-Edom’s story reminds us:
God watches not what we hold—but how we hold it, and whether we can let it go.



	Wisdom from Obed-Edom
	Stanza 1
	Stanza 2
	Stanza 3
	Stanza 4
	Stanza 5
	Stanza 6
	Closing Insight


