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Harmonized Tariff Schedule System User Guide

Introduction

This document describes how users can access the Harmonized Tariff Schedule (HTS) on the
United States International Trade Commission (USITC) website. Generally, HTS users can search
the HTS database, print entire (or sections of) HTS publications, view change records for each
HTS publication, and export the HTS data in various consumable formats. What follows is a
more detailed description of the HTS system—the information and functionality contained
therein. See Appendix A for a more detailed description of the HTS itself—its purpose and
content.
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HTS Home Page

®E Anofficial website of the United States government  Here's how you know ~ HTS System Alerts ~ HTS Notices ~

= PLEASE NOTE: This site will be down for routine maintenance on April 6, 2023 between 5pm and 6pm. x

— Search the Current HTS

e Harmonized Tariff Schedule | 2023 rrrsa revision 5

The Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTS) sets out the tariff rates and
statistical categories for all merchandise imported into the United States. The HTS is based on
the international Harmonized System, which is the global system of nomenclature applied to
most world trade in goods.

= For the list of tariff numbers for additional duties on goods that are products of China, please click HERE.

NOtheS = For a summary of the recent legal actions relating to imports from Russia and Belarus, click HERE x
2023 HTSA Revision 5 pownLoap G7  [ETIERTTTS

Full Decument: All Chapters and General Notes

The links below correspond to the various sections in the HTS Table of Contents. Clicking on a
link will download the corresponding Adobe PDF file.

v About the HTS

Table of Contents, Preface, Change Record, etc.

General Notes

% General Notes; General Rules of Interpretation; General Statistical Notes
General Notes 1-36

Section I:

% Live Animals; Animal Products
Chapters 1-5

Figure 1: HTS Home Page

The Home page displays the current version of the HTS, separated into four main sections.
About the HTS, General Notes, Sections that cover Chapters 1-99, and Appendices. There is
also a collapsible red System Alert banner at that top of the page, and a collapsible gray Notices
banner. Click the X in each banner to collapse the banner.

For External Use Page 4
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Home Page Layout

About the HTS
Table of Contents. Preface, Change Record, efc.

Cover

Change Record The record of legal and statistical changes in this edition of the Harmonized Tariff Schedule
Preface

Table of Contents

Notice to Exporters

China Tariffs

DOWNLOAD 5§

DOWNLOAD 537

DOWNLOAD G2

DOWNLOAD G2

DOWNLOAD Cj?

DOWNLOAD Ej?

Figure 2: About the HTS

About the HTS includes information about the HTS including the Cover, Change Record,

Preface, Table of Contents, Notice to Exporters, and China Tariff information.
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General Notes
M General Notes; General Rules of Interpretation; General Statistical Notes

General Notes 1-36

General Notes Full Document DOWNLOAD 7
General Rules of Interpretation General Rules of Interpretation DOWNLOAD @
General Mote 1 Tariff Treatment of Imported Goods and of Vessel Equipments, Parts and Repairs DOWNLOAD T
General Note 2 Customs Territory of the United States DOWNLOAD T
General Note 3 Rates of Duty DOWNLOAD 7
General Note 4 Generalized System of Preferences (GSP) DOWNLOAD W
General Note 5 Automotive Products Trade Act DOWNLOAD W
General Note 6 Agreement on Trade in Civil Aircraft DOWNLOAD T
General Note 7 Caribbean Basin Economic Recovery Act (CBERA) DOWNLOAD T
General Note 8 United States-lsrael Free Trade Area Implementation Act of 1985 DOWNLOAD T

Figure 3: General Notes

The General Notes section provides general notes, general rules of interpretation, and general
statistical notes.

Section I:

Live Animals; Animal Products
Chapters 1-5

Chapter 1 Live animals Export DOWNLOAD G2

Chapter 2 Meat and edible meat affal Export DOWNLOAD 57

Chapter 3 Fishand crustaceans, malluscs and other aquatic invertebrates DOWNLOAD @

Chapter 4 Dairy produce; birds eggs; natural honey; edible products of animal origin, not elsewhere specified or included Export DOWNLOAD @

Chapter 5 Products of animal origin, not elsewhere specified or included Export DOWNLOAD @

Figure 4: HTS Section

For External Use Page 6
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Each Section is comprised of HTS chapters which the user can download in PDF by clicking
either the Chapter Number or Download. The user can also export the tariff data for each
chapter by clicking Export.

Appendices
Chemical Appendices, Pharmaceutical Appendix, Statistical Annexes

Chemical Appendix to the Tariff Schedule DOWNLOAD B3
Pharmaceutical Appendix to the Tariff Schedule DOWNLOAD B
Intermediate Chemicals for Dyes Appendix to the Tariff Schedule DOWNLOAD G2

Annex A-Schedule C, Classification of Country and Territory Designations for U.S. Import Statistics
Statistical Annexes Annex B-International Standard Country Codes
Annex C-Schedule D, Customs District and Port Codes

DOWNLOAD Cp?

Figure 5: HTS Appendices

The Appendices provide access to relevant appendix information, including the Chemical
Appendix, Pharmaceutical Appendix, etc.

Search HTS

The HTS search queries the database to find current information specific to certain goods or
items in the HTS.

To perform a search, enter your search term(s) in the Search the Current HTS field. Search
terms can be a text string of a word(s) or a numeric value matching an HTS heading or
subheading number. Press Enter or click the magnifying glass icon to initiate the search.

BE Anofficial website of the United States government  Here's how you know HTS System Alerts ~  HTS Notices ~

» PLEASE MOTE: This site will be down for routine maintenance on April 6, 2023 between 5pm and 6pm.

— Search the Current HTS

e Harmoniz&d=¥

The Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (HTS) sets out the tariff rates and
statistical categories for all merchandise imported into the United States. The HTS is based on
the international Harmonized System, which is the global system of nomenclature applied to
most world trade in goods.

For the list of tariff numbers for additional duties on goods that are products of China, please click HERE.

Notices b4

For a summary of the recent legal actions relating to imports from Russia and Belarus, click HERE

Figure 6: HTS Search Bar

For External Use Page 7
United States International Trade Commission



Harmonized Tariff Schedule System User Guide

Search Terms

Individual words, phrases, or HTS heading or subheading numbers can be searched. Different

search terms produce different search results.

Search Term

Search Results

Single word
Phrase surrounded by double-quotes

Phrase with no quotes

Phrase with each word surrounded by double-
quotes

HTS Heading/Subheading

Words prefixed with a hyphen sign (-)

Returns tariff records containing the word, or a
related version of the word

Returns tariff records containing the exact phrase

Returns tariff records containing AT LEAST ONE
word from the search term, or a related version
of the word

Returns tariff records containing EVERY word
from the search term; every word must be exact

Returns the specified HTS heading/subheading as
well as all subordinate subheadings

Negates the word so that any tariffs containing
that word will be excluded from the search
results

Note: The HTS search will ignore common words listed in Appendix B.

Note: When searching without quotes, the HTS returns results with the same root word as the

search term (i.e., stemming). For example, the same results are returned when the user

searches for any of these words: sensitized, sensitizing, sensitivity.

The HTS Search feature does not support:

e Searching chapter or section notes

e Wildcards or regular expressions to search partial words or phrases

For External Use
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Search Results

BE Anofficial website of the United States government  Here's m Alerts ~ HTS Notices ~

» PLEASE NOTE: This site will be down for routine maintenance on April 6, 2023 between 5pm and 6pm. x

» HTS usitcsov

For the list of tariff numbers for additional duties on goods that are products of China, please click HERE.

Notices X

For a summary of the recent legal actions relating to imports from Russia and Belarus, click HERE

Search

: Download Chapter 4 &, Export
S 81 ° rE Ch.p‘-ant.‘ o - -

RATES OF DUTY @

0401 Heading/ Stat Unit of
Milk and cream, not Subheading Suffix Article Deseription Quantity 1 2
concentrated nor containing ° General Special @

added sugar or other
sweetening matter: Milk| and cream. not concentrated nor

0402 0401 containing added sugar or other sweetening

Milk and cream, concentrated matter:

or containing added sugar or Free (he AL
other swestening matter: (Az. AU

. BH.CL.CO.D.

0402.99.03.00 0401.10.00 00 Of a fat content. by weight, not exceeding 1 liters 0.34¢/liter EIL IO KR 0 5¢/liter
_ _ percent and kg ¥
In airtight containers MA, OM. P PA.
0403 PE. 5. 56)
Yogurt; buttermilk, curdled milk AT Of a fat content. by weight. exceeding 1
and cream, kephir and other = .
fermented o acidified milk and percent but not exceeding 6 percent:
cream, whether or not Free (A, AU,
concentrated or containing ~ . liters ) BH. CL. CO.D.
added sugar or other For not over 11.356.236 liters enterad in 0.43¢/liter i
sweetening matter or flavared 0401.20.20 | 00 any calendar yosr andkg | EIL.JO.KR. 17¢/liter
or containing added fruit, nuts cmse |7 MA, OM, P PA,
or cocoa: PE. S, S5G)
0403.90.85.00 it Free (AU, BH.
Fermented milk other than S
1.5¢/1it GL GO 1L 10,

dried fermented milk or ather 0401.20.40 | 00 Other and kg fer | e 17¢/iter
than dried milk with added e U KB, M. OM, |
lactic ferments PA PE.S.85G)

Figure 7: Search Results Window

The Search Results window includes two panes — a left pane, and a right pane. The search
term(s) are highlighted in the results.

For External Use Page 9
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Search Results: 81 @

0401
Milk and cream, not

concentrated nor containing o
added sugar or other
sweetening matter:

0402

Milk and cream, concentrated
or containing added sugar or
other sweetening matter:

0402.29.03.00
In airtight containers

0403

Yogurt; buttermilk, curdled milk
and cream, kephir and other
fermented or acidified milk and
cream, whether or not
concentrated or containing
added sugar or other
sweetening matter or flavored
or containing added fruit, nuts
Or COCOoAa:

0403.90.85.00

Fermentad milk other than
dried fermented milk or other
than dried milk with added
lactic ferments

0404

Whey, whether or not
concentrated or containing
added sugar or other
sweetening matter; products
consisting of natural milk
constituents, whether or not
containing added sugar or other
sweetening matter, not

Figure 8: Left Search Results Window

The left windowpane displays the search result count and all HTS numbers and article
descriptions that match the query. Results are displayed in HTS number order, lowest to
highest. Clicking an HTS number updates the content displayed on the right windowpane.

For External Use Page 10
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Heading' Stat

Subheading Suffix Article Description

Milk| and cream, not concentrated nor
0401 containing added sugar or other sweetening

matter:

Of a fat content. by weight, not exceeding 1
percent

0401.10.00 0o

0401.20 Of a fat content, by weight, exceeding 1

percent but not exceeding 6 percent:

For not over 11,356,236 liters enterad in

0401.20.20 00
any calendar year

0401.20.40 | 00 Other

0Of a fat content, by weight, exceeding 6

0401.40 .
percent but not exceeding 10 percent:
Described in general note 15 of the tariff
0401.40.02 00 schedule and entered pursuant to its

provisions

Unit of
Quantity

liters
and kg

liters
and kg
cmsc

liters
and kg
cmsc

liters

Download Chapter 4 &,

General

0.34C/liter

0.43¢/ iter

3.2¢C/ liter

RATESOFDUTY ©

1
Special (i ]

Free (Az. ALl

BH.CL.CO.D,

E. L. J0.KR. 0.5¢/liter
MA
PE. §. 5G]

Free (Az. AU,
BH.CL COD.

170G/ liter

PE.3.36

Free (AU. BH.

1.7¢C/ liter

Free (A= ALl
BH.CL.CO.D.
16¢/liter

Figure 9: Right Search Results Window

The right windowpane shows the Rates, Chapter Notes, and Section Notes tabs. It also
provides a download and export function for the search results. If you searched for more than
one keyword, the first search result is shown at the top, and the search term is highlighted in

green.

The Rates tab is selected by default and displays the following information:

e Heading/Subheading. This is the HTS Number (4, 6, or 8 digits)

For External Use
United States International Trade Commission
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e Stat Suffix. A two-digit number that: combined with the Heading/Subheading is the 10-
digit HTS Number. This column also links the two-digit number to the U.S. Customs and
Border Protection’s Customs Rulings Online Search System (CROSS) for classification
rulings on the item.

e Article description

e Unit of Quantity

e Tariff Rates. Composed of three columns:

o General Rate of Duty
o Special Rate of Duty
o Column 2 Rate of Duty

For External Use Page 12
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Download Chapter 4 o Export IS
FH chapt.r Hotes ] o o -

CHAPTER 4
DAIRY PRODUCE; BIRDS" EGGS; MATURAL HONEY; EDIBELE PRODUCTS OF ANIMAL ORIGIN,
NOT ELSEWHERE SPECIFIED OR INCLUDED

Notes

1. The expression "milk™ means full cream milk or partially or completely skimmed milk.

2. For the purposes of heading 0403, yogurt may be concentrated or flavored and may contain added sugar or other
sweetening matter, fruit, nuts, cocoa, chocolate, spices, coffee or coffes extracts, plants, parts of plants, cereals or
bakers’ wares, provided that any added substance is not used for the purpose of replacing, in whole or in part, any
milk constituent, and the product retains the essential character of yogurt.

3. For the purposes of heading 0405:

(a) The term "butter” means natural butter, whey butter or recomhbined butter (fresh, salted or rancid,
including canned butter) derived exclusively from milk, with a milkfat content of 80 percent or more but
not more than 95 percent by weight, a maximum milk solids-not-fat content of 2 percent by weight and a
maximum water content of 16 percent by weight. Butter does not contain added emulsifiers, but may
contain sodium chloride, food colors, neutralizing salts and cultures of harmless lactic-acid-producing
bacteria.

(b) The expression "dairy spreads” means a spreadable emulsion of the water-in-oil type, containing milkfat
as the only fat in the product, with a milkfat content of 39 percent or more but less than 80 percent by
weight.

4 Products obtained by the concentration of whey and with the addition of milk or milkfat are to be classified as
cheese in heading 0406 provided that they have the three following characteristics:

(a) A milkfat content, by weight of the dry matter, of 5 percent or more;
(b} & dry matter content, by weight. of at least 70 percent but not exceeding 85 percent; and
(e} They are molded or capable of being molded.
5. This chapter does not cover:
(a) Non-living insects, unfit for human consumption (heading 0511);

(b} Products obtained from whey, containing by weight mora than 95 percent lactose, expressed as
anhydrous lactose calculated on the dry matter (heading 1702);

(c) Products obtained from milk by replacing one or more of its natural constituents (for example, butyric v

Figure 10: Chapter Notes Tab

The Chapter Notes tab displays the notes for the chapter, where the searched item is found.
For example, you executed a search and selected 0401.10.00 from the left windowpane results.
You will see Chapter 4’s chapter notes when selecting the Chapter Notes tab.

Harmonized Schedule (HS) “chapter notes” are internationally prescribed legal language under
the HS. Chapters may also contain “additional U.S. notes” applicable at the HTS 8-digit level.

For External Use Page 13
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In addition, chapters may contain “heading notes” or “subheading notes” that explain the
coverage of an individual 4- or 6-digit HS provision, or “U.S. subheading notes” applicable at the
8-digit level. See Appendix A, or the USITC’s HTS e-Learning module for more information.

" "
FE Ch.pt.r Hotes [] Download Chapter 4 -

SECTION |
LIVE ANIMALS; ANIMAL PRODUCTS

Notes

1. Any reference in this section to a particular genus or species of an animal. except where the context otherwise requires,
includes a reference to the young of that genus or species.

2. Except where the context otherwise requires, throughout the tariff schedule any reference to "dried” products also
covers products which have been dehydrated. evaporated or freeze-dried.

Figure 11: Section Notes Tab

The Section Notes tab displays the notes for the section where the searched item is found. For
example, you executed a search and selected 0401.10.00 from the left windowpane results.
You will see Section I's section notes when selecting the Section Notes tab.

For External Use Page 14
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Section notes, which are legal notes, appear at the beginning of a section. These notes may
apply to all, or a stated portion of, any section. These notes may dictate the use of particular
terms or the meaning of stated principles in the covered provisions, or they may state which
goods are included in or excluded from the section. See Appendix A, or the USITC’s HTS e-
Learning module for more information.

Download Chapter 4 & Export [B
Search Results: 81 @ A7 Rates rE Chapter Notes E Section Notes euoa e =
RATES OFDUTY @
0401 Heading/ i
= Stat Unit of
Milk and cream, not Subheading Suffix Article Description Quantity 1 2
concentrated nor containing o General Special @
added sugar or other
sweetening matter: Milk| and cream, not concentrated nor
0402 0401 containing added sugar or other sweetening
Milk and cream. concentrated MEHEE
or containing added sugar or Free (A+ AU
other sweetening matter: e
0402.99.03.00 0401.10.00 00 Of a fat content, by weight, not exceeding 1 liters 0.34¢/liter 0.50/liter
In airtight containers o o percent and kg " V
0403
Yogurt; buttermilk, curdled milk Of a fat content, by weight, exceeding 1
and cream, kephir and other 0401.20 :
fermentedyor acidified milk and percent but not exceeding 6 percent
cream, whether or not Free (A AU,
concentrated or containing liters BH.CL CO.D
added sugar or other For not over 11,356,236 liters entered in 0.43¢/litgr | ™
sweetening matter or flavored 0401.20.20 | 00 any calendar year and kg v E L. 1O, KR. 17¢/liter
or containing added fruit, nuts cmsc MA. OM. B BA.
or cocoa:
0403.90.85.00
Fermented milk other than liters 1.5¢/liter
dried fermented milk or other 0401.20.40 00 QOther and kg : 1.7¢/liter
than dried milk with added cmse I
lactic ferments PA.PE. S 5G)
0404 0401.40 Of a fat content, by weight, exceeding 6
Whey, whether or not ’ percent but not exceeding 10 percent:

Figure 12: Download Chapter

Download Chapter allows you to download the entire chapter for the searched item.
Downloads appear as .pdf links. Click Open File to open the downloaded file and save it to your
desktop.

Note: The way pdf downloads are handled are specific to your browser.

For External Use Page 15
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Export

Export Format

csv -

HTS Numbers

From

To

Include styles (i.e. bold, italics)

Export

Figure 13: Export Parameters

Export allows you to export a set of data using current HTS numbers as the export criteria. This
works like the Export function accessible from the hamburger menu.

For External Use Page 16
United States International Trade Commission



Harmonized Tariff Schedule System User Guide

No Results Found

- 4 .
Scarch Resutts:0 @ e — Download Chapter 0 &

No matching resulis found for "unicorn”. No Rates Found

Figure 14: No Results Found

On occasion, searches may return no results. Modify the search criteria to find the correct data
in HTS or contact HTS Help.

For External Use Page 17
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Home Page Menu

Download

Tariff Resources

HTS Help

Figure 15: HTS Menu

The menu button provides quick access back to the Home screen, to the Download and Export
functions, to Tariff Resources, and to HTS Help and the Guide.

Home returns you to the Home screen, regardless of where you are in HTS.

Download takes you to the current HTS (About the HTS, Section I, Section I, etc.). Clicking any
section downloads the corresponding .pdf file.

Export takes you to the Export function where you can export current HTS data in multiple
formats using HTS numbers as the export criteria.

e Export Format - This is the export format. The options are:
o CSV: Comma-separated value
o Excel: Like CSV, but formatted for immediate access to Microsoft Excel
o JSON: JavaScript Object Notation. This is a standard format used for data object
notation on the web (also mandated by data.gov)

For External Use Page 18
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e HTS Number - There are two boxes to indicate the range of HTS numbers to include in
the export. The export will include the two numbers at the start and the end of the
range.

¢ Include styles — If checked all style and formatting information (e.g., bold, italics,
underline, superscript, subscript) is included in the exported data

The output of the export includes the main HTS tariff schedule data, including HTS Number,
Article Description, Unit of Quantity, General Rate of Duty, Special Rate of Duty, and Column 2
Rate of Duty. It does not include section or chapter notes nor any end notes or other
information to help with classification.

To export archive versions of the HTS go to Tariff Resources.

Tariff Resources takes you to the HTS trade and tariff information page Harmonized Tariff
Information | United States International Trade Commission (usitc.gov).

HTS Help opens the HTS help contact form HTS Help | United States International Trade
Commission (usitc.gov).

Guide opens this HTS external user guide.

For External Use Page 19
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HTS Archive

BE Anofficial website of the United States government  Hare's how you know + HIS System &lerts ~  HITS Notices ~

Saarch the

Harmonized Tariff Schedule 3 HTSA Revision 5

The Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States (H s out the tariff rates and
statistical categories for all merchandise imported into the United States. The HTS is based on
the international Harmonized System, which is the global system of nomenclature applied to
most world trade in goods.

= For the list of tariff numbers for additional duties on goods that are products of China, please click HERE x

Notices
= For a summary of the recent legal actions relating to imports from Russia and Belarus, click HERE,

2023 HTSA Revision 5 DOWNLOAD TR
Full Document: All Chapters and General Notes

The links below correspond to the various sections in the HTS Table of Contents. Clicking on a
link will download the corresponding Adobe PDF file.

About the HTS

Table of Contents, Preface, Change Record, ete.

General Notes

¥ General Notes; General Rules of Interpretation; General Statistical Notes

General Notes 1-36

Section I:

¥ Live Animals; Animal Products
Chapters 1-5

Figure 16: HTS Archive button

The Archive button opens the HTS Download Archive.
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BE Anofficial website of the United States government  Here's how you know HTS System Alerts ~  HTS Notices
s PLEASE NOTE: This site will be down for routine maintenance on April 6, 2023 between 5pm and 6pm_ x
] HTS_USlTC_G(}\,’ Search the Current HTS 2023 HTSA Revision 5

. = For the list of tariff numbers for additional duties on goods that are products of China, please click HERE.
Notices X

= For a summary of the recent legal actions relating to imports from Russia and Belarus, click HERE

Download Archive [ Gotocurrant |

The following HTSA files are available back to 1989, the first vear of publication of the
Harmonized Tariff Schedule. Due to changes in software and formats, many of the early files do
not contain all the graphics lines and header information as was originally printed. They do,
however, contain the necessary information to look up duty rates that were in effect at the time.
Electronic revisions were made available for interim periods between publication of Basic and
Supplement versions, but are not included here. Thus, some changes may have occurred between
the publications listed, but are always reflected in the following editions.

Year: 2023 Releases

» 2023 HTSA Revision 4 {(04/25/2023)

Year: 2019 Releases

. Revision 5

Revision 4 (05
Basic Edition (02
Revision 10 (0

= 2019 Revision 1(03/20/2019
Year: 2021 Releases

2021 Basic Revision 1(03/16/2021)

Figure 17: HTS Download Archive

The Archive page displays a hyperlink to each available publication published through the HTS
system.

Except for the last link, (HTS Archives (2015 and older) which takes the user to an archive that
includes older HTS publications) clicking on any HTS revision number opens a page outlining the
selected publication. The outline for the selected publication operates like the Home Page—
click a general note, chapter, appendix, etc., to access a corresponding PDF file.

For External Use Page 21
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RESTful API

To support Open Government initiatives, the HTS system provides an interface to extract search
and export results. HTS uses a Representational State Transfer (RESTful) web service APl to
provide this data.

The base URL for all calls to the HTS REST API (HRA) is: https://hts.usitc.gov/reststop

Search

Search for tariff articles containing a given word/phrase as specified by the parameter. This will
provide a list of up to the first 100 tariff articles in JSON format matching the query.

GET: https://hts.usitc.gov/reststop/search

PARAMETER | TYPE REQUIRED DESCRIPTION

keyword String yes Search phrase. For a detailed explanation on search terms
please see the section “Search Terms” of this document.

Example: https://hts.usitc.gov/reststop/search?keyword=copper

Export

Export a given range of tariff articles as specified by the parameters. This will provide a list of
tariff articles within the specified range and in the specified format.

GET: https://hts.usitc.gov/reststop/exportList

PARAMETER | TYPE REQUIRED | DESCRIPTION

format String yes Export format type - Supported format values are JSON, CSV or
XLSX

from String yes HTS Number denoting the start of the range

to String yes HTS Number denoting the end of the range

styles String no Value must be either “true” or “false”. If value is “false” then all

styling information such as underline, bold, italics, subscript,
superscript is removed from the output
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EXAMPLE:
https://hts.usitc.gov/reststop/exportList?from=0100&t0=0200&format=JSON&styles=true

Error Codes

CODE DESCRIPTION
500 Internal Server-side error
For External Use Page 23

United States International Trade Commission


https://hts.usitc.gov/reststop/exportList?from=0100&to=0200&format=JSON&styles=true

Harmonized Tariff Schedule System User Guide

Appendix A: Description of the HTS

Introduction to the Harmonized Tariff Schedule

The Harmonized Tariff Schedule of the United States, Annotated for Statistical Reporting
Purposes (HTS), is published by the U.S. International Trade Commission (Commission) as
directed by Congress. The HTS contains both legal (enacted or proclaimed) and nonlegal
(statistical or reference) provisions specifically designated. All goods imported into the United
States are subject to the provisions of the HTS, as well as to regulations of U.S. Customs and
Border Protection (Customs) and laws that Customs enforces.

Section 1204(c) of the Trade Act states that the legal provisions contained in the Commission’s
publications of the HTS, as updated, are statutory in nature. Other resources provided by the
Commission, such as the online trade Data Web or the HTS search tool, can assist in classifying
goods in trade, but importers should rely primarily on the legally authoritative HTS itself in
preparing Customs documents. The classification of imported goods is first the responsibility of
importers, while the interpretation of the HTS regarding such goods is the responsibility of
Customs. Except for goods listed in the Notice to Exporters, goods being exported from the
United States can also be reported under the HTS provisions covering them; the goods listed in
that Notice must instead be reported under provisions of Schedule B, administered by the
United States Census Bureau (Census).

Goods are described in terms of the structured nomenclature commonly known as the
Harmonized System (HS), whose numbered provisions appear in the HTS as 4-digit headings and
6-digit subheadings, together with legal rules and notes. Subordinate U.S. categories may
appear as 8-digit subheadings with their rates of duty; in some cases, U.S. duty rates are in fact
added to HS product categories. The 4- and 6-digit HS provisions contained in HTS chapters 1
through 97 are administered by the World Customs Organization (WCO), and their wording,
numbering, and coverage are internationally agreed, subject to periodic changes (usually
implemented every five years). These changes are proclaimed in the HTS by the President
under section 1206 of the Trade Act, following a USITC investigation under section 1205 of that
Act and the required Congressional lay-over under section 1206. In general, requests for
changes in the HS notes or nomenclature must be submitted first to the Commission for
appropriate review and potential submission to the WCO, while changes in HTS legal provisions
or rates of duty must be enacted.
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The HS General Rules of Interpretation (GRIs) and the Additional U.S. Rules of Interpretation are
applied to the nomenclature in chapters 1 through 97 to determine how goods should be
classified in the headings and subheadings of the HTS. Although classification is largely uniform
among countries using the HS, national differences may exist due to judicial or customs rulings
or national legislation and may also exist regarding newly developed types of goods. Because
the HTS is a hierarchical system of product description, it is not possible to classify all goods in
trade by doing an electronic search, and HTS provisions must be reviewed to locate the one
that most specifically describes each shipment. Thus, the potentially applicable headings should
first be compared; once a heading is chosen, its subordinate provisions at the same indentation
level in the nomenclature structure should be compared. Goods are classified in the provisions
of chapters 1 through 97, although many shipments may be eligible for different duty
treatment under U.S. chapters 98 or 99.

The nonlegal statistical elements that appear in the HTS are formulated by an interagency
committee authorized under section 484(f) of the Tariff Act of 1930 (19 U.S.C. 1484(f)) or by the
Commission. Information about the operation of this Committee and procedures for requesting
statistical changes in the HTS or in the export schedule, Schedule B, are set forth later in this
preface. Other statistical elements are included for the convenience of the user. For example,
footnotes (which may elaborate on a provision or refer to another HTS provision) are merely
informational, their presence or absence has no legal effect, and the language contained in
footnotes has no effect on the legal text or its interpretation. A list of legal instruments and
nonlegal actions affecting an HTS edition is set forth in the preface and, together with the
change record and chapters 98 and 99, should be consulted to locate any actions that may
apply to specific goods. (See changes pertaining to the current edition, below.)

Note that this edition of the HTS does not contain complete updates to the rules of origin used
to determine product eligibility under U.S. free trade agreements. Updates to existing rules are
negotiated to consider the changes made in the HS, which are reflected in the HTS and the
national schedules of partner countries. A Compiler’s Note set forth below the Additional U.S.
Rules of Interpretation provides updated information on the status of each agreement’s rules.
Customs officials should be consulted when the rules of origin and updated
headings/subheadings do not align.

A “basic edition” of the HTS is printed and posted for each year in which staged duty reductions
or major legal changes must be reflected. Online electronic revisions to the printed HTS are
posted to the Commission’s web site (www.usitc.gov) periodically when the HTS is changed,
along with links to the public laws, Presidential proclamations or Federal Register notices that
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make such changes. Large-scale changes affecting many chapters may also be issued as printed
supplements; however, in some years no printed supplements are issued and all changes are
reflected in online revisions. The entire HTS is posted for each revision, even if changes are not
made in all chapters, but the change records for revisions are not cumulative of all changes
since the basic edition or printed supplement. The change record for each revision relates to
that revision’s preface list of documents making legal or statistical changes. The change record
in any printed edition or supplement contains all changes since the previous printed document
(and thus cumulates all changes from online revisions since that printing).

The HTS is a U.S. nomenclature system used to classify traded goods based on their material
composition, product name, and/or intended function. The HTS is designed so that each article
falls into only one category. It is divided into chapters, each of which has a 2-digit number. Each
product category within the various chapters is designated by 4, 6, 8, or 10 digits. The 4-digit
categories are called "headings." The 6-, 8- and 10-digit classifications are called "subheadings."
U.S. Customs and Border Protection (CBP) uses this system and its rules to classify imported
goods. Nearly every good that is imported into the United States is classified in an 8-digit
category. For example, the 8-digit classification for "cotton sewing thread put up for retail sale"
imported into the United States is HTS subheading 5204.20.00, and the 8-digit classification for
copper cathodes is subheading 7403.11.00. There are over 10,000 of these 8-digit subheadings
covering goods in the HTS.

One function of the HTS is to enable CBP to determine the rate of duty applied to an imported
good. Using the examples above, the general rate of duty for cotton thread is 4.4%, and for
copper cathodes the general duty rate is 1%. “Duty” is often used interchangeably with the
word "tariff." Rates of duty vary depending on whether a good originates in a country that
benefits from a preference (Canada has completely duty-free trade under the North American
Free Trade Agreement, (NAFTA)). There are columns in the HTS to denote the general, special,
and maximum duty rates for each line item.

The HTS contains the nomenclature structure of the Harmonized Commodity Description and
Coding System, otherwise known as the Harmonized System (HS). The HS is administered by
the World Customs Organization (WCO). WCO committees are composed of member country
representatives that keep the system up-to-date and make decisions about classification
guestions submitted by governments. The underlying idea of the Harmonized System is to use a
common set of descriptive categories for goods in trade and to allow these categories to be
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further subdivided in the tariff schedules of WCO member countries for more detailed duty or
statistical purposes.

The United States International Trade Commission (USITC) maintains the HTS system so that the
public and other agencies calculate the tariff rates for products into the United States. The
primary users of the HTS are Customs and Border Protections (CBP) and USTR (United States
Trade Research), who use this information for actual application of tariff rates and for data
analysis.

The HTS system provides the user with the ability to search the HTS database, print entire (or
sections of) HTS releases, view change records for each HTS release, and export the HTS data in
various consumable formats.
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Appendix B - Words Ignored by HTS Search

a
about
above
after
again
against
all

am

an

and

any

are
aren't
as

at

be
because
been
before
being
below
between
both
but

by
can't
cannot
could
couldn't
did
didn't
do

does
doesn't

For External Use

doing
don't
down
during
each
few
for
from
further
had
hadn't
has
hasn't
have
haven't
having
he

he'd
he'll
he's
her
here
here's
hers
herself
him
himself
his
how

i1've
if

in
into
is
isn't
it

it's

its
itself
let's
me
more
most
mustn't
my
myself
no
nor
not
of
off
on
once
only
or
other
ought
our
ours
ourselves
out
over
own
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same
shan't
she
she'd
she'll
she's
should
shouldn't
S0
some
such
than
that
that's
the
their
theirs
them
themselves
then
there
there's
these
they
they'd
they'll
they're
they've
this
those
through
to

too
under

Page 28

until
up
very
was
wasn't
we
we'd
we'll
we're
we've
were
weren't
what
what's
when
when's
where
where's
which
while
who
who's
whom
why
why's
with
won't
would
wouldn't
you
you'd
you'll
you're
you've
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your
yours
yourself
yourselves
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