Program Engagement Plan
Veteran Affairs & Rehabilitation

The 2025-2026 ALA administrative year emphasis is mission driven and family focused. We are going back to why we were organized and focus on the family — not just the families we serve — but The American Legion Family.
American Legion of Alabama Department VA & R Chairman:  
	Illaya G. Oglesby-Porter
	B.W. Howell Unit 171 
	8325 1st Avenue North
	Birmingham, AL  35206
	708-491-8182 cell  
illayagoporter@gmail.com
	
Purpose: The purpose of the Veterans Affairs & Rehabilitation program is to actively promote, support, and deliver essential services that enhance the lives of veterans and their families. These services include housing assistance, counseling, job placement, and guidance with navigating benefit claims, as well as outreach to homeless veterans and mental health support. Through these comprehensive efforts, the program strives to make a tangible difference in the well-being and stability of those who have served.
Key Program Statements and Chairman Notes:
· To emphasize the importance of the VA&R program.
· Visitation to the various districts across Alabama
· Inform our Legion Family at Mid-Winter and Convention 
· Share resources with all Legion Family members 
· Encourage more VAVS within our facilities.
· Support therapeutic rehabilitation and healing through arts and crafts and other hobbies.
· Contact my local VA staff member who instructs this therapy and assist where possible and either with donations for supplies or dedicated time.
· Continued support of our veteran caregivers, family members and survivors.
· Recognizing the vital roles played by caregivers and family members in supporting veterans
· Offer emotional support, respite care and resources to help them cope with the challenges they face
· Volunteer at local and state VA facilities
· Raise awareness about mental health assistance
· Educate veterans and their families about available mental health resources.
· Encourage them to seek help when needed and provide information on crisis hotlines and counseling services.
· Promote “Be The One” Campaign
· BUDDY CHECKS
· Contact your local American Legion post to see if you may volunteer with their Buddy Check Program or during Buddy Check week Oct. 20-24, 2025. For more information, please visit www.legion.org/buddycheck/about.
· Service veterans in your area
· Look for opportunities to directly serve veterans within your community.
· Consider volunteering at shelters, food banks, or programs that support homeless veterans.
· Promote Job Fairs with Veteran Placements/Opportunities
· Collaborate with organizations like the American Legion, State Department of Veterans Affairs, and local Chambers of Commerce. 
· Spread the word about job fairs specifically tailored for veterans and their families. These events can connect them with employment opportunities.
Available Resources
· BE THE ONE 
· American Legion BE THE ONE campaign is dedicated to ending Veteran suicide. The report from the VA strengthens our resolve to save lives and bring hope to those affected by suicide through advancing scientific research, educating the public about mental health and suicide prevention and advocating for public policies that support suicide prevention strategies tailored for the Veteran community.
· The American Legion’s Be the One initiative encourages American Legion Family members, veterans, servicemembers and others to take action when they believe a veteran is at risk of suicide.
· For urgent help: Veterans experiencing a crisis can call 988 and press 1 for mental health assistance. Counselors are available 24/7. They may also text 838255 or visit the VA crisis line website veteranscrisisline.net
· Wreaths Across America
· WreathsAcrossAmerica.org
· National Wreaths Across America Day is an event held in more than 3,000 local communities each December. It is a day where volunteers of all ages, demographics and backgrounds gather to place live balsam veterans’ wreaths on the headstones of our nation’s heroes, joining together to say each of their names out loud one more time and in doing so, keeping their memories alive.
· Although best known for this annual nationwide event, Wreaths Across America’s mission to Remember the Fallen, Honor those that serve and their families, and teach the next generation the value of freedom is yearlong and carried out by individuals finding a way to serve in their communities. Wreaths Across America offers many programs and opportunities to share the stories of veterans, their families and those who serve our country. 
· National Wreaths Across America Day will be held on Saturday, December 13, 2025. Join the more than two million volunteers and supporters who will gather to Remember, Honor and Teach at more than 4,225 participating locations in all 50 states, at sea and abroad.
· Honor Flight Inc.
· HonorFlight.org
· Honor Flight Network is a national nonprofit organization comprised of independent hubs working together to achieve the Honor Flight mission. In furtherance of this common goal, we have the enormous privilege of showing our nation’s veterans the appreciation and honor they deserve.
Participation in an Honor Flight trip gives veterans the opportunity to share this momentous occasion with other comrades, remember the fallen, and share their stories and experiences with other veterans. Honored veterans always travel free of charge, thanks to generous donations to our organization.  While initially focused on America’s World War II veterans, Honor Flight Network has expanded its mission to include those who served during the Korean War and the Vietnam War. The Honor Flight TLC program also honors veterans of any service era who are critically ill.
· Two hubs are serviced in Alabama
· Pensacola, Fl – Greg White - 334-222-2907 – greg@wandmcpa.com
· Dothan, AL – Travis Parke – 334-949-7846 – info@wuregrasshonorflight.com
· Military and Veteran Caregiver Network
· Hero Care Resource Directory - https://www.redcross.org/get-help/military-families/services-for-veterans/military-veteran-caregiver-network.html
· Search for community-based resources, national support organizations as well as programs and services serving every zip code in America. 
· Categories for support include food, housing, goods, transit, health, money, care, education, work and legal.  There are search filters for veterans, service members and caregivers.
· National Veterans Creative Arts Festival
· Member.legion-aux.org/member/committees/VAR
· Sponsored in conjunction with the Department of Veterans Affairs (VA), the American Legion Auxiliary and Help Hospitalized Veterans, the National Veterans Creative Arts Festival (NVCAF) is a week-long event that showcases the creative achievements of veterans receiving treatment at VA facilities.  With participation open to any veteran enrolled at a VA Medical Center, an outpatient clinic, or living in a state veterans’ home, approximately 140 medal-winning veterans are asked to participate at NVCAF each year. Veterans participate in many mediums, including visual arts such as painting, sculpting and drawing, as well as creative writing, dance, drama and music.
· Center for Development and Community Engagement (CDCE, formerly known as VAVS)
· Volunteer.va.gov
· Founded in 1946 to provide for our nation’s Veterans while they are cared for by VA health care facilities
· One of the largest centralized volunteer programs in the Federal government
· More than 7,400 national and community organizations support the program
· Volunteers have provided over 760 million hours of service and nearly $1.9 billion dollars in gifts and donations since 1946
