
A Message from Kahu
 

Let us not therefore judge one another any more: but judge this rather,
that no man put a stumbling block or an occasion to fall in his brother's
way. - Romans 14:13 

In 2019, the world was struck with a pandemic. This pandemic persisted
and took an unexpected turn in 2020. The whole world was humbled by a
series of lockdown; life came to a standstill. A number of people lost their
jobs; others lost a friend or family member.

The sequence of events have injured many individuals in varied ways.
Interestingly there is a flip side to this narrative. For others, this turn of
events has been a breakthrough moment. People have made “waves"
during the Covid 19 pandemic. Whichever way it has been for you, I
believe these happenings have left a statement and imprint on your heart.
Depending on the intensity of the impact of covid 19, each one of us is
either nursing our way to recovery, figuring out the route to recovery or
counting our blessings.

In moments like this, an available shoulder to lean on is invaluable. We
need to be each other’s Anchor. According to Proverbs 27:17, Iron
sharpens Iron, so one person sharpens another. 
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BEING BURDEN LIFTERS: YOUR BROTHER’S KEEPER

"The world was made partly that there may
be prayer; partly that our prayers might be

answered." - C.S. Lewis
 

A Mino'aka Moment
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This famous scripture also, Hebrews 10:25 reads; Not forsaking the
assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but
exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day
approaching. Have you ever wondered why the bible has emphasised
brotherhood and sisterhood? 

Here we are, children of God in a world that has set standards different
from that of our father. In our down moments we can only have each
other to turn to for encouragement. Who do we turn to, if the very
people to sharpen and encourage us offer judgement and rejection?
When it feels like the heavens are closed over us and we can’t seem to
hear from our father?

In our lowest moments, aside our father, we are all we have. It’s a nice
feeling to know there's a friend I can talk to. Words don’t have to be
uttered necessarily to lift up each other: Sometimes it’s the smile;
sometimes it’s the kind gesture; Sometimes it’s just the pleasant
thought that you can count on me!

Never forget this- we are vessels. God works through us, we are
mediums and channels through which God can effect a change. In our
own little way, we can avail ourselves for God’s use. How? By emptying
ourselves of our own judgments and thoughts, and dying daily. That
way, we can ask our father, how can we be used today? Who knows, you
may unknowingly speak a word of encouragement to a brother who is
at the verge of giving up.

Just as Roman’s 14:13 puts it, let’s not be stumbling blocks or an
occasion to fall in a brothers way. Be a reason why someone can rise
again!

People have become “shock absorbers”. They take it all in and try to
move on. But really, how much can we take in? It only takes a little
while and we break down.

We are to Sharpen and encourage each other. The guy close to you
needs you. Maybe the lady you passed by the street needs you. Maybe
it’s just a hug, a smile or even a long talk. Whichever way, let’s be
instruments of peace and not destruction. Let’s bear each other up. 
Galatians 6:2 reads;  Bear ye one another's burdens, and so fulfil the law
of Christ. This scripture teaches us to bear each other up, in other words
make someone’s burden your burden and vice versa. In doing this we
are fulfilling the law of Christ and being vessels through which God can
bless another person’s life.

To anyone who is down, be encouraged. Our God does not slumber nor
sleep. He watches Jealously over you! He knows the end from the
beginning and rest assured, His thoughts are good, leading you to a
place of goodness.

Kahu Makuakane

Join us every Sunday at
8:30am for services

onilne at Kawaiahao
Church TV at

www.youtube.com/
kawaiahaochurchtv
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The Pastors Office
has recently been
relocated to the

Wedding Center as
construction in the

basement of the
church took place

on December 27th.
 

If you would like to
schedule a meeting

with Kahu please
email

info@kawaiahao.org
or call the business

office at 
808-469-3000.

 
 

As Saint Francis Prayed;
 

Lord, make me an 
instrument of your peace:

where there is hatred, 
let me sow love;

 
where there is injury, 
pardon; where there is

doubt, faith;
where there is despair,

hope;
where there is darkness,

light;
where there is sadness, joy. 

 
Let this Also be our Prayer.



We ask for your prayers this week January 16, 2022.

We give glory to God for the life of Kahu Da Pavao who passed away last week. He
was the Kahu of ‘Opihikao Church in Puna.

We lift our prayers to Ann Bolan who has entered the heavenly kingdom. We ask for
continued prayers for her husband Jim and her family.  We pray for Aunty Dottie
Suiso a longtime member who also has passed. 

Kawaiaha’o Church celebrates the life of our faithful servant Joel Leong who has
gone home to be with the Lord. We send our prayers and love to Lissa Leong and
‘ohana.

Jurielle Cassandra asks that you pray for her as she takes on a new responsibility on
becoming a pilot and for Kehaulani Kapua-Racpan that her daughter will come home
for Christmas.

Please pray for Barbara Bagley and her 7 year old son who are experiencing dark
forces, the health of Mele Hio-Stowers, Phil and his family, Uncle Peter Galuteria,
who is recovering from a stroke,  Aunty Mona Joy and Uncle Ben Lum. 

Mr. Charles “Charlie” McAuliffe, that his lungs heal and become stronger.  We pray
for Mrs. Jennifer Sagan Michel, that her cancer goes into remission. We continue to
pray for Mililani Byers, Ann Ishikawa, for Kapela Wong, for aunty Keala Kaimimoku,
for aunty Abbey Nery, for Sally Akaka-Truong, for Michael Auto Antolin, for aunty
Claudette DeGarcia, for aunty Ruby Donlin, for Auhana Kamai’s son to strengthen
his whole body from diabetes and for Lisa Stender. 

Prayers go out to those who need healing mercies, to those who have lost their jobs,
to those who have no food or struggling with trying to keep their business alive, and
those who are struggling financially and spiritually.

Most of us know of someone who has contracted COVID and we share in your
prayers for these people.

Other family and friends who an use our prayer; the Kia'āina Ohana, the Leloy ‘Ohana,
Rasor ‘Ohana, Elton Goo, Naliko Keli’iho’omalu, Nancy Chaplick, Lionel Quindeca, Keith
Kalani Akana, Leila Nagamine, Pat Warren, Ka’eo Kealoha-Lindsey, Kahu and Mama
Kahu Kaina, Mela Kealoha-Lindsey and ‘Ohana.

Those serving in the armed forces: Justin Honda, Lokahi Kanahele, Craig Lapilio, Kala’e
Leong, Keoki Leong, Patrick Ma’ae and Keelan Domingo.

We would also like to extend prayers to those who have requested help online; Jurielle
Cassandra Angel Martinez-Parel, Maile Akiko Keliihoomalu and Amanda van Loon

Pray for Each Other
A L W A Y S  C H O O S E  T O  T R U S T  I N  G O D



 

During his first imprisonment in Rome, Paul wrote the Books of Colossians
and Ephesians. Here, he is writing a letter of thanks and friendship to
Philemon, his family and the home church. At the time, the Roman Empire
included millions of slaves and bondservants. Slavery was common practice
and was not based on racial heritage, but due to capture in war, judicial
punishment, piracy, or the international slave trade. Bondservants entered
into a voluntary contract to serve for a specific amount of time for a
particular wage or other considerations. Released slaves and bondservants
were called freedmen (Acts 6:9, 1 Cor. 7:22). This statue was seen as a reward
for loyalty and good service. Roman law made a slave absolute property of
the master, they had no legal rights, and many abused their bondservants.

This letter to Philemon is only one chapter, with one small story about one
big subject matter; slavery. Do you really know what the Bible says about
slavery? Even in America, slave owners used the Bible to support and defend
slavery. They claimed it was God’s way and if you skip over most of the Bible
and not pay close attention, you might even believe it. The Bible does say,
“slaves, obey your masters” (Ephesians 6:5-8). But don’t stop there – read on.

Do you know that in 1807 the first Slave Bible entitled “Parts of the Holy
Bible” selected for the use of the Negro slaves was published. It omits much
of the old and new testament that speak about Moses and God’s great rescue
from slavery. When God established the law for His own people, great
portions were devoted to justice, equality and freedom, opportunities for the
poor, protections for the widow and orphan, understanding and fair
treatment for foreigners. God prohibits harsh treatment of servants
(Leviticus 25, Isaiah 58:3-4)). The slave Bible is a great picture of the
incomplete and hypocritical nature of the Christian faith that tolerates
oppression both then and now. The slave Bible removed Paul’s instructions
to slave to get their freedom if they could and his reminder that a man slave
is the Lord’s freedman. Incomplete faith is dangerous. Your blind spots,
whether accidental or intentional can do a lot of damage. The letter to
Philemon is about opening your eyes to that blind spot. If you’re not paying
attention to the world around you right now in 2021, you might think that
slavery is a thing of the past – think again! 

Take a better look about this very serious subject. First, look closer at the
Bible and you will find that God consistently calls His people to end
oppression and stand for justice. If you look closer at history, you’ll find that
the movement to end the British slave trade and to end slavery here in the
United States was led by those who read the Bible and took it seriously. Look
closer at the present and you will see that slavery is real and present in 87%
of the World’s nations, including right where you and I live today. As
Christians, we can and should make a difference unless we chose to do
nothing to end it.  

Philemon was a friend and brother in Christ to Paul. He was a wealthy man
who owned a home as well as slaves. At the time, no one thought twice about
ownership of slaves because much of the population in Rome was a slave.
That’s how it worked in those days. There was no concept of a world without
slavery. According to Paul, Philemon was a good man, devoted, a community
leader and hospitable, who opened his home to guests and to a home church.
Church was a new concept; as only a few years earlier Paul arrived and
began sharing the story of Jesus, the Son of God. The story of hope, of
redemption, of forgiveness, and freedom from sin. Some people ignored
Paul’s teachings, but Philemon listened, took it to heart and got right with
God along with his wife, Apphia and their son, Archippus.
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After  leaving Phi lemon to reach more towns,  Paul  continued to share the
gospel  and change l ives .  But  wherever he went,  there was trouble and so
again,  Paul  is  back in Rome under house arrest .  Whi le  sharing the gospel ,
one l i fe  he changed connected Paul  r ight  back to his  fr iend Phi lemon.
Onesimus was a  runaway s lave of  Phi lemon and although his  master  was a
good man Onesimus ran away;  a  serious cr ime in the Empire.  We don’t
know the detai ls  of  why Onesimus ran away,  but  he did.  The phenomenal
stories  that  Paul  shared with Phi lemon that  changed his  l i fe  was what
Onesimus heard as  wel l  –  that  Jesus loved him.  

The Son of  God made himself  a  servant  and died the death of  a  common
thief ,  a l l  so Onesimus could f ind hope and freedom in Christ .  One more
soul  was made whole by hearing the stories  of  Jesus told by “a  s lave of
God” (Titus 1 : 1 ) ,  Paul .  The young man that  was st i l l  a  s lave who ran away
from work,  got  to work helping Paul .  This  was a  problem because r ight  or
wrong,  he st i l l  belonged to Phi lemon and Paul  knew it .  What was true for
Onesimus is  st i l l  true for  us today.  Gett ing r ight  with God,  doesn ’t  make
the world r ight ,  f ix  your past  or  the system we l ive in .  In  God’s  eyes he is
a  son,  but  in  the eyes of  the world,  he is  an outlaw.  

The spir it  had a  plan that  spans history.  Al lowing fa ith to af fect  every part
of  your l i fe .  Paul  te l ls  masters  to respect  their  servants  and treat  them
wel l ,  knowing that  God is  master  of  them both.  The Bible  consistently
portraits  the equal ly  of  a l l  peoples .  Paul  te l ls  Phi lemon to take back
Onesimus,  no longer a  s lave but  a  fe l low man and a  brother in  Christ
(Phi lemon 1 : 12-16) .   

Throughout the Bible  the consistent  command of  God is  to do just ly ,  love
mercy,  and walk humbly with Him.  We are to uphold the cause of  the weak
and marginal ized,  care for  a l iens,  and vis it  pr isoners .  The Son of  God
(Jesus)  te l ls  us  Himself  that  whatever we do for  the least ,  we do for  Him.
Gods plan for  His  Kingdom is  made of  every tr ibe,  every tongue,  and every
nation (Galat ians 3 :28) .  There is  no racism.  This  one smal l  story is  a  grand
reminder that  one person matters  and the impact  of  one person and one
smal l  letter  on the course of  history may surprise you or  help to deepen
your understanding.

I  pray that  your partnership with us in  the fa ith may be effect ive in
deepening your understanding of  every good thing we share for  the sake
of  Christ  (Phi lemon 1 :6) .
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Bible Reading Plan
JANUARY 16 - JANUARY 22JANUARY 16 - JANUARY 22

SUNDAY: 1 SAMUEL 25-27SUNDAY: 1 SAMUEL 25-27

MONDAY: PSALM 17, 35, 54, 63MONDAY: PSALM 17, 35, 54, 63

TUESDAY: 1 SAMUEL 28-31: PSALM 18TUESDAY: 1 SAMUEL 28-31: PSALM 18

WEDNESDAY: PSALM 121, 123-125, 128-130WEDNESDAY: PSALM 121, 123-125, 128-130

THURSDAY: 2 SAMUEL 1-4THURSDAY: 2 SAMUEL 1-4

FRIDAY: PSALM 6, 8-10, 14, 16, 19, 21FRIDAY: PSALM 6, 8-10, 14, 16, 19, 21

SATURDAY: 1 CHRONICLES 1-2SATURDAY: 1 CHRONICLES 1-2
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