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KAWAIAHAʻO CHURCH AWARDED GRANT TO PRESERVE AND DIGITIZE 
NATIVE HAWAIIAN ARCHIVES 

HONOLULU, HI- Kawaiahaʻo Church was selected by the InsFtute of Museum and Library 
Services (IMLS) to receive a FY2021 NaFve American/NaFve Hawaiian Museum Services award 
for applicaFon MN-249194-OMS-21 in the amount of $98,288 for its Nā Makamae o Kawaiahaʻo 
Project.  

Kawaiahaʻo Church, the first ChrisFan church built on Oʻahu, just celebrated its 200th year 
Bicentennial Anniversary.  Known as the “Mother Church” of Hawaiʻi, it was the primary place of 
worship for many Hawaiian aliʻi.  Many Hawaiian notables were bapFzed, married, and 
ulFmately, laid in state at the Church.  Over the years, many family members and kanaka were 
laid to rest on Kawaiahaʻo Church grounds. 

“Kawaiahaʻo Church is sacred ground,” said Kahu Kenneth Makuakāne, Senior Pastor at 
Kawaiahaʻo Church.  “We have so much history and there are so many stories that needs to be 
preserved and perpetuated.  We want to have the opportunity to preserve these records and 
pass on this knowledge to our next generaFon.” 

Outside of its important religious history, the Church was the epicenter of important poliFcal 
developments throughout Hawaiʻi’s history.  On the front steps of the church, King 
Kamehameha III spoke the words that today are part of the state moao “Ua Mau Ke Ea O Ka 
ʻĀina I Ka Pono” ader the Hawaiian Kingdom’s sovereignty was restored from and by the BriFsh 
in 1843. 

Hawaiʻiʻs early parliaments and the ConsFtuFonal ConvenFon of 1864 all met at Kawaiahaʻo 
Church. “He Mele Lāhui”, a composiFon wriaen by Queen Liliʻuokalani who was the church’s 
choir director and organist, became Hawaiʻi’s first original naFonal anthem and was first played 
at Kawaiahaʻo Church. A majority of Hawaiʻi’s rulers took their consFtuFonal oath of office at 



Kawaiahaʻo Church and Hawaiʻi’s first democraFcally elected head of state, King Lunalilo, is 
buried on the church grounds. Ader the coup that overthrew the Hawaiian Monarchy in 1893, 
Kawaiahaʻo Church conFnued to play a part in Hawaiʻi’s history through the Territorial and post-
Statehood periods. 

With this award, Kawaiahaʻo Church plans to digiFze and preserve the management of many of 
its records and history.  This will also allow for more public online access through the web and 
social media plajorms.  CollecFons to be digiFzed, cataloged, and transcribed include: church 
administraFon, sacramental records, land, buildings, grounds records, audio tapes, music, and 
photographs.  

Moreover, documents such as bapFsm, marriage, death, and funeral records will provide 
genealogical data for Hawaiʻi residents. A project coordinator and digital archive specialist will 
coordinate the project in addiFon to creaFng a series of videos for community members to 
provide instrucFon on the use of the digital collecFons to conduct research on family history. 

“We want to mahalo IMLS for this award which will not only allow us to beaer preserve 
important parts of history, but allow us to share this informaFon with our greater community,” 
said Kahu Makuakāne.  “Congressman Ed Case and our Hawaiʻi delegaFon have been 
instrumental in this award and we want to thank them for their conFnued support.” 

For more informaFon, please contact Wendy Awai-Dakroub by email at wendy@kawaiahao.org 
or call the Pastor’s office at 808-469-3069. 

About Kawaiaha’o Church 
For 200 years, Kawaiahaʻo Church has stood as a beacon of faith in central Honolulu.   
Kawaiahaʻo Church is a historic Congrega=onal church located in Downtown Honolulu on the 
Hawaiian Island of Oʻahu. The church, along with the Mission Houses, comprise the Hawaiian 
Mission Houses Historic Site, which was designated a U.S. Na=onal Historic Landmark in 1962.  

About IMLS 
About IMLS The Ins=tute of Museum and Library Services is the primary source of federal 
support for the na=on’s 123,000 libraries and 35,000 museums. Our mission is to inspire libraries 
and museums to advance innova=on, lifelong learning, and cultural and civic engagement. Our 
grant making, policy development, and research help libraries and museums deliver valuable 
services that make it possible for communi=es and individuals to thrive. To learn more, visit 
www.imls.gov and follow IMLS on Facebook and TwiRer. 
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