
SO NONE SHOULD PERISH

BY KENNETH MAKUAKĀNE

I was looking out the window from my dining room table one early
morning and found myself staring at the tree I had planted almost fifteen
years ago.  It was a slight twig with a few leaves when I received it. 
 Through the passage of time, I have trimmed it countless times and
raked its leaves even more.  I know each branch, each knot, each sprout. 
 My child grew up on it, ate on it, fell from it.  I have sat beside it, on it and
finally under it.  I protected and nurtured it until it began to protect and
nurture me under the its shady canopy.

Yet this particular morning I saw this creation of God from another
perspective.  I didnʻt see the green, vibrant, self-assured leaves proudly
propping themselves up to be noticed over the other young hopefuls. 
 Instead, my eyes were drawn to those few yellow leaves, withered and
worn, tired and tattered, barely hanging on for dear life to their branches.  
And just as suddenly as my thoughts came, one of them gives up
clutching to its branch, succumbing to the inevitable, taking its last
breath, then floating silently, somberly, peacefully to the ground as the
wind sang a whispering farewell on its finally flight.
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I welled up inside, looking at the ground now scattered with yellow and
brown leaves and to add to my further sadness, I failed to follow its
demise to the ground and therefore could not discern which of those
leaves on the ground was its latest addition.

Then I wondered what went through the personified mind of this leaf
throughout its lifetime on the branch. It surely enjoyed its birth, youth
and adult life basking in the sun, the moon, and the rain. It didnʻt have a
care in the world or a reason to care. It just existed for the sake of
existence. And one auspicious day its stem began to shrink and dry up,
making it difficult for it to eat and drink. 

As it realized it was not invincible, it began to look at all the other leaves,
not just on its branch, but on every single branch. It needed to tell its
story. 

It needed to tell them to care for one another, lest all should perish.

The Bicentennial Speaker Series celebrates Kawaiaha’o Church - from 1820 –
2020.  The 3rd Sunday of every month at 4:00 PM, Hawaii time, we will

broadcast with a live Q&A chat following the presentation.  The program will be
re-broadcast the following Sunday at 12 noon on our YouTube: Kawaiahao

Church TV.   We invite you to continue to join us throughout the year.
 

JOIN US THIS SUNDAY!
Sunday, March 21, 2021   4:00 – 5:30 PM

YouTube:  Kawaiahao Church TV
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

An illustrated talk by Tomiko Conner on Kawaiaha'o Female Seminary,
the mission school for Hawaiian girls founded in 1864.  The boarding school

was kitty-corner from Kawaiaha'o Church on King Street and the ties between
the two were both intimate and strong.  She will share the stories and histories

of the kaikamahine o ke kula hanai o Kawaiaha'o and highlight the many
daughters of Hawaiian missionaries and ministers who attended the school.
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We pray for Aunty Keala Kaimimoku and her ohana as her daughter Harriet
just passed away on March 7th.  Angie Rasor's mother, Heather Caparoso
who is recovering from heart surgery. Sally Akaka-Truong who is home
healing from her surgery.  Ann Ishikawa who is having health issues went
back into the hospital, Aunty Abbey Nery and Michael Auto Antolin who is
healing.  Mililani Byers who needs daily prayers for her healing, prayers for
Aunty Keala Kaimimoku who is healing well, for Aunty Claudette DeGracia
who is in a recovery facility and needs our prayers too, for Aunty Ruby
Donlin and ‘Ohana, for Kapela Wong who is now home-continues to need
our prayers, to Ann Bolan who continues to heal, to Maile Keli’iho’omalu
and “Ohana.  We add prayers for Lissa Leong who is healing from her fall. 
 Prayers for those who need healing mercies, to those who have lost their
jobs, to those who have no food or other life necessities, to those who
have lost their businesses or are struggling with trying to keep their
business alive, and those who are struggling financially and spiritually.

Most of us know of someone who has contracted COVID and we share in your
prayers for these people.

Other family and friends who an use our prayer; the Rasor ‘Ohana, Elton Goo,
Naliko Keli’iho’omalu, Nancy Chaplick, Lionel Quindeca, Keith Nalani Akana,
Leila Nagamine, Pat Warren, Ka’eo Kealoha-Lindsey, Kahu and Mama Kahu
Kaina, Mela Kealoha-Lindsey and ‘Ohana and Use Kawakami.

Those serving in the armed forces: Bradley Beauchan, Justin Honda, Lokahi
Kanahele, Craig Lapilio, Kala’e Leong, Keoki Leong, Patrick Ma’ae and Keelan
Domingo.
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Wendy Awai-Dakroub
Executive Administrator
wendy@kawaiahao.org
Tel: 808-469-3069

Sasha Kamahele
Executive Assistant
sasha@kawaiahao.org
Tel: 808-469-3061



 

AMOS, the author of this Book, is a Shepherd and a fruit picker from the Judean
village of Tekoa (due south of Bethlehem) when God calls him – even though he
doesn’t come with a priestly background or education. During the ministry of Amos,
both Judah and Israel enjoyed great prosperity. The people interpreted this as God’s
blessings and grew complacent. Amos can see that beneath all of this, the nation is
corrupt to the core. Amos’s mission was to deliver the message that God’s patience
was exhausted, and that He was bringing severe judgement unless the people
changed their wicked ways.

Amos includes not only Israel, but also the surrounding nations of Damascus, Gaza,
Tyre, Edom, Ammon, Moab, and Judah in his prophesies. By these prophesies you
can see that God is the ultimate Monarch of all nations. Regardless of their religious
heritage, everyone will still have to answer to God for their actions. 
Amos preaches about the judgement that the people are inflicting upon themselves
because of their wickedness. Amos asks God to end the plagues to give the people
more time to repent. The northern kingdom cursed Amos and accused him of being
evil and demanded he leave. They ignored the message from Amos and was taken
captive, but his preaching was still of significant value. This was important because
at least it encouraged the faithful few, “the remnant,” and probably added to their
numbers. 

Amos declares the downfall of the people. He reprimands the country for proclaiming
to be righteous while neglecting its poor and needy, and taking advantage of the
weak. He prophesies of future famine.

Amos warns of God’s promise to destroy the people and the land, which comes to
pass when the Assyrians invade. The Book comes to a close as Amos prophesies
God’s promise of restoration in the end days.

So if you you’re tempted to think that the gospel message you carry is ineffective,
think again, and remember that “it is the power of God to salvation” (Romans 1:16).
God’s word will never return void (Isaiah 55:11). Don’t ever measure the value of your
obedience just by what you can see. What is important is to always trust and obey the
results to God. Only eternity will reveal the fruit of the seeds YOU plant as a faithful
servant of the Lord Jesus! (Proverbs 25:13).

Bible Reading Plan - March 21 - 27

WE ARE DOING A ONE YEAR WALK IN READING
THE ENTIRE BIBLE TOGETHER.

MONDAY: Isaiah 35-36
TUESDAY: Isaiah 37-19; Psalm 76
WEDNESDAY: Isaiah 40-43
THURSDAY: Isaiah 44-48
FRIDAY: 2 Kings 18:9-37; 2 Kings 19:1-37; Psalm 46, 80, 135
SATURDAY: Isaiah 49-53
SUNDAY: Isaiah 54-58

 
 

’ ’

 

Visit our website to order online!
 

The Summary of AMOS– Old Testament - 30


