
 

My grandmother always took us to church, since we were born,
whether we liked it or not.  There was no negotiation, no bribing,
no tantrum to get out of it.  She was the epitome of sainthood. 
 There was always a morning ʻohana at the beginning of the day
and an evening ʻohana before we went to bed.  Fridays were
dedicated to youth Christian Endeavor.  Saturday was "clean the
churchyard day".  Sunday was an all-day thing with bible study,
Sunday School, big church, and grown-up meetings that lasted
most of the afternoon.

My parents were the same way at the church they served.  In our
country church, there was always something to clean or fix or
break down or build up.  So when people my age said they were
brought up “in church,” they meant every word of it.

I remember asking my grandmother in her later years why she
spent so much time in church and in her womenʻs bible group and 
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“It may be possible to gild pure gold, but
who can make his mother more beautiful?”

—Mahatma Gandhi
 



always reading the Bible and why she always took us with
her.  She said, “If you feed your Keiki poi when they small
kids, they going to be ono for poi when they come back
home as adults.  But, if you no feed them the poi when they
kamaliʻi, they no ono the taste when they grow up.  The
same thing with the Bible, when you no feed them the Word
of God when they young, they no ono the Word when they
grow up because they no maʻa.”

This conversation took place a few years after I finished
college and went away to start a new life.  And during these
first few years, I hadnʻt attended a church.  But for some
reason, it was in those formative years that I felt like I was
missing a part of myself.  I thought it was missing my
parents or my hometown or other stuff.  However, I was
playing golf on a Sunday morning and drove past the cart
barn, on the way to the next hole to find a small group of
people gathered in a church setting inside that covering. 
 The very next week, my curiosity got the best of me and I
found myself sitting in the last row listening to a thirty-one-
year-old “surfer dude” pastor and a group of twenty
somethings playing worship music.  I was overcome with
the feeling of completeness - like I was home again.  This
was the missing piece of my life.

So, to hear my grandmother speak those words of wisdom
to me just filled me with so much joy.  It was her version of
Proverbs 22:6 - Train up a child in the way he should go: and
when he is old, he will not depart from it.

To my incredible grandmother and mother whose faith in
God became the rock and foundation of my faith - HAPPY
MOTHERʻS DAY!  

My poi tastes so ono…

Join me every
morning at 8:00 -
8:01 a.m. from
wherever you are,
as we spend one
minute praying
together for our
loved ones, for our
church, for our
world and for each
other. Together, let
us lift our prayers
to God each and
every day. Of
course, as the
Spirit moves, you
are welcome to
continue past the
minute.



We continue to pray for Mililani Byers, Ann Ishikawa, for Ann
Bolan, for Kapela Wong, for aunty Keala Kaimimoku, for aunty
Abbey Nery, for Sally Akaka-Truong, for Michael Auto Antolin, for
aunty Claudette DeGarcia, for aunty Ruby Donlin, for Lissa Leong.

Prayers go out to those who need healing mercies, to those who
have lost their jobs, to those who have no food or struggling with
trying to keep their business alive, and those who are struggling
financially and spiritually.

Most of us know of someone who has contracted COVID and we
share in your prayers for these people.

Other family and friends who an use our prayer; the Rasor ‘Ohana,
Elton Goo, Naliko Keli’iho’omalu, Nancy Chaplick, Lionel Quindeca,
Keith Nalani Akana, Leila Nagamine, Pat Warren, Ka’eo Kealoha-
Lindsey, Kahu and Mama Kahu Kaina, Mela Kealoha-Lindsey and
‘Ohana and Use Kawakami.

Those serving in the armed forces: Bradley Beauchan, Justin Honda,
Lokahi Kanahele, Craig Lapilio, Kala’e Leong, Keoki Leong, Patrick
Ma’ae and Keelan Domingo.

 



 
HAGGAI was a prophet to the Jews in Judah and Jerusalem after their return from
captivity in Babylon in 536 B.C. (Ezra 5:1; 6:14). His name means “Festive.” His
ministry lasted only four months, but Haggai made every day count by boldly
declaring the word of God. Much of his accomplishments came by motivating the
people of God to remain true to God’s purpose. 

Throughout Jewish history, God had always given some onward expression to
accompany His covenant promise. The elderly Haggai strongly urged the people to
get excited and committed to rebuilding the Temple, which had ceased. But the
people are more concerned with fixing their own houses, and as a result,  they have
forgotten about unity, love for God, and for each other. Haggai speaks to what they
have lost and that blessings come to those who put God first in their lives, and the
vision of God’s glory fill ing the Temple when it is completed. The people heed the
call to rebuild the Temple.

Haggai shares three prophesies. First,  that God will  “shake up the earth and restore
peace.” Second, that God will  bless His people even though they have been defiled
by unclean people and customs. Third, that God will  use Zerubbabel as His chosen
leader. Once the people got their priorities straight by devoting their time, energy,
and financial resources to rebuilding God’s Temple, God promised to bless them
again (verse 19). 

Sometimes people are not careful and get so caught up in building their own homes
and their own lives. They completely forget about supporting their own local church
and God’s ministry and they wonder why the blessings stop. This is a violation of
God’s laws of financial blessing (Malachi 3:8-11).

It’s not enough to just recall your childhood days of going to church for generations
with your Kupuna and Makua. You must physically, financially, and actively be
involved with the work and ministry that God has set before you. If  not, God’s
people may find their jobs, investments, opportunities, and finances drying up. God
doesn’t need you to sit back and critique and point blame or tell  people how to fix
things. Judgement is God’s job alone.

No one person can do this alone; it  takes the entire church to support God’s
ministry. God should always be the number one focus in our lives and in our church.
Once we recognize this, get on board, and worship God completely, including with
our finances, we can expect increase and blessing.

Bible Reading Plan - May 9 - May 15, 2021
WE ARE DOING A ONE YEAR WALK IN READING THE ENTIRE BIBLE TOGETHER.

MONDAY:   Ezekiel 24-27
TUESDAY:   Ezekiel 28-31
WEDNESDAY:   Ezekiel 32-34
THURSDAY:   Ezekiel 35-37
FRIDAY:   Ezekiel 38-39
SATURDAY:  Ezekiel 40-41
SUNDAY:   Ezekiel 42-43
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