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D E V O T I O N S

GOOD FRIDAY

I wondered why such a horrible and gruesome day
in history would be given the name Poʻalima
Hemolele, "Good Friday."  I mean this was the day
Jesus was flogged with whips, endured the painful
crown of thorns on his head, forced to carry a
heavy wooden beam through the town and up the
hill, bounded with ropes on this beam then having
giant stakes driven through his hands and feet to
make sure he wasnʻt going anywhere, hoisted in an
upright position to hang on this cross, stabbed in
his side by a sword, ... you know the rest.  Yikes,
what an inhumane society.
 
And then I divinely stumbled on this John 15:13
verse that says, "Greater love has no one than this:
to lay down one's life for one's friends."  Good
Friday is Good because Christ showed His great
love for us and purchased salvation with the cost of
His life.  Iʻve heard it said and I agree, it is indeed
"God's Friday."
 
Thank you Lord for saving my soul
Thank you Lord for making me whole
Thank you Lord for giving to me
Thy great salvation so rich and FREE
        Amen



A  P R A Y E R F U L  L I F E

"Blessed are those who can give without
remembering and take without forgetting."

PRAYER REQUESTS

We pray for our world, for our nation, for our
state, our county, and our community, let us
also pray for those we know intimately by
name. 
 
     We continue to pray for Minta Nishimura

as she continues to heal from her surgery, for
aunty Mona Lum who was hospitalized and is
healing, for aunty Ruby Donlin and ʻohana, for
Kapela Wong as she continues her treatments
and to her loving ʻohana, to Ann Bolan who
continues to heal, for our sister Lehua

Galuteria who finds comfort in the Lord as
she continues to heal and Kathleen Tsui who
is recuperating.  Blessings to those who need
healing mercies.
 
    Other family and friends who need our
prayers: the Rasor ʻohana, Maile
Keliʻihoʻomalu, Elton Goo, Naliko
Keliʻihoʻomalu, Nancy Chaplick, Lionel
Quindeca, Keith Kalani Akana, Leila
Nagamine, Pat Warren.
 
    Those Serving in the Armed Forces: 
 Bradley Beauchan, Justin Honda, Lokahi
Kanahele, Craig Lapilio, Kalaʻe Leong, Keoki
Leong, Patrick Maʻae, Keelan Domingo.

- Our Easter Prayer -
 

Dear Heavenly Father, we come before your altar as your people, baptized into the death and
resurrection of your Son, Jesus the Christ. Through the power of your Holy Spirit, enable us to gain

a greater appreciation for your love, which embraces and sustains us in our pilgrimage here on
earth, and grant us increased faith, that we might live our lives more fully reflecting your love to

those around us. 
 

In Jesus name we pray, 
Amen!

Kahu Emeritus William Kaina and I share a moment



I F  T H E S E  W A L L S  C O U L D  S P E A K

If I were to mention the word WALL
and solicit from you words or
phrases associated with this word,
what might some of your responses
be?  
1.  The Great Wall?
2.  The Walls of Jericho?
3.  The Berlin Wall?or 
4.  The Wailing Wall?
OR some sayings with the word
“wall” may come to mind:
1.  “Read the handwriting on the
wall”?
2.  “Walls have ears”?or
3.  “A fly on the wall”?
In just this short exercise in word
association, you can see walls are
not just physical structures built for
protection and establishing
boundaries, but also referred to in
an abstract and metaphorical sense.
With this in mind and as I reflected
on the history of this church to
come up with a subject for the
speaker series,

Good afternoon, I suppose all of you
know that I have my origins in deep
waters of the Hawaiian seas and not
in a quarry, for I’m really an
amalgamation of 14,000 coral rocks,
each weighing 500-1000 lbs.  It took
thousands of men working in shifts
around the clock to form me into
the walls of Kawaiahaʻo Church for
my four facades to be completely
erected by 1840.  It was a proud day
for me when the church was
dedicated on July 21, 1842 after five
years of toil and labor.  

Can you imagine 5000 men and
women gathered in this sanctuary
and the grounds of the church for
the dedication with the young King
Kauikeaouli Kamehameha III in
attendance?  At the end of the
dedication ceremony, the attendees
in unison consecrated the building
with a loud proclamation, "To
Jehovah, our God forever and ever."
Since 1842, I have heard and
witnessed so much history of not
only of the church but of Hawaii. 
My chest beams with pride as I
“wear” the plaques and tablets that
serve as  tributes to those that
served Godʻs church at Kawaiahaʻo.
In my lifetime, I have felt the gamut
of emotions just as you may have,
from joy to sadness to trepidation to
remorse and more.  Today, I will
share with you the stories behind
some of the tablets and vignettes of
events that I bore witnessed to:
 
TO BE CONTINUED ...

BY KEIKO DʻENBEAU

I conjured the walls of Kawaiahaʻo
Church as a memory bank of
information of worship services,
sermons, conversations,
sacramental ceremonies and other
events that have ever transpired
within the walls of the sanctuary as
well as the exterior perimeter of the
walls.  Thusly, the birth of the topic
came about of this talk with you, “If
These Walls Could Speak.” 
Pondering further on the topic, I
thought I should REALLY let the
walls speak, so here in the first-
person voice is the walls speaking to
you……………



W h o  W o u l d  H a v e  T h u n k ?

KALAPANA, PUNA, HI

Kalapana Maunakea Church in June 1990, right before it was destroyed by the lava flow.  This was the church of my dadʻs
mother and also the church of my uncle, Kahu William Kaina. (He would be called to serve Kawaiahaʻo Church in 1984.)  My
father conducted the final evening church service as the lava crossed the stone wall and began to ignite the Hale Pule.

Kalapana Maunakea Church 

Rev William Ellis established this church, two weeks after he planted the Kalapana
Church in 1823. It was built on land donated by my ʻohana.  My great-great
grandfather Rev. Daniel Makuakāne began his ministry here in 1853. My great grand

uncle, Rev. William Kamau served as its next Kahu.  (At age 83 he would be called to

serve Kawaiahaʻo Church in 1934).  My father, Rev. John Makuakāne became Kahu in
1987.  Upon his death in 2006, my mother, Rev. Violet Makuakāne became the next
Kahu.  In 2012, my cousin Kahu Clara Daog became the minster.

ʻOPIHIKAO, PUNA, HI ʻOpihikao Congregational Church 

WAIʻŌHINU, KAʻŪ, HI Kauahāʻao Congregational Church 

Kauahāʻao Church was established in 1841 by the Rev. John Paris.  It was my momʻs
church.  In the 1930s through 1946 her uncle, Rev. Henry Kaʻapana was the Kahu.
Interestingly enough, the Kekuna ʻohana, who are related to the Kahu and my

grandmother, lived across the street from the church.  (My ʻohana Rev. Curt Kekuna

would be called to serve Kawaiahaʻo Church in 2004.)



T W O  H U N D R E D  Y E A R S  A G O

THE JOURNALS OF
APRIL 12, 1820

12, - A busy, trying, joyful and
important day. Bro. Thurston and
Dr. H. and their wives, Thos. H and
Wm. T. landed and took up their
residence at Kirooah near the King's
dwelling, the day was spent
principally in preparing and
removing their effects from the brig,
dividing out to them such portions
of the common stock as seemed
desirable and necessary for their
immediate use, and making the best
arrangements in our favor for their
comfort and usefulness. As the Brig
lay about a mile from the shore, the
boats were employed all day in
transporting their goods &c to the
beach, and several of the King's men
with one of the brethren removed
them from the beach to the house.
After tea, at evening they took leave
of the Thaddeus and of the
remaining part of the family, and
repaired to their lodgings on
heathen shores, accompanied by
Bro. Bingham and Capt. Blanchard,
who soon lei 6 them to the peculiar
privations and enjoyments of their
new and untried situation, end
immediately sailed for Woahoo. The
blessing of the God of Israel rest
upon them and make their dwelling
place a Bethel, their instructions a
light to those that sit in darkness,
and their influence a perennial
stream whose gentle flow shall
fertilize the barren waste and make
glad the city of Zion's God.
(Thaddeus Journal)

April 12.  This morning for the first
time, I set foot on heathen ground. 
After a voyage of five months & a
half, you need not wonder if I tell
you I found it difficult to walk much
on land, without being fatigued.  I
went to the house (or rather hut)
where our brethren are to reside.  It
is about 20 feet square.  It has but
one room, and in it are two windows
and the door.  In one corner of the
room was a bedstead, two sides
were fastened to the wall, the other
two were supported by the stump of
the cocoanut tree.  Instead of a
cord, there were around sticks laid a
few inches from each other.  These
were covered with a thick bed of
straw and on the top there was a
mat spread.  The hut is made of
sticks and a kind of flag curiosity
worked together.  Which renders it
a comfortable habitation.
I saw the ruins of idolatry for idols
standing on the shore near the place
where we look landed.  They are
made of carved wood, about eight or
ten feet in height.  Their heads are
nearly as large as a bushel basket,
resembling the picture of Satan
more than anything else.  These I
understood are sold for firewood. 
After tea, we took leave of our
brethren and sisters who are to
remain behind.  Capt Blanchard and
Brother B accompanied them to
land.  They have now returned the
anchors are weighed and we are on
the way to ward destined home. 
(Mercy Partridge Whitney Journal)

April 12, 1820 - Today our dear
brethren and sisters went on shore
and entered the field of their long
anticipated labours. Our tenderest
feelings were brought into lively
exercise, when we were called to
give the affectionate embrace and
parting hand. We hope our friends
will be made comfortable even in
this barren place; the greatest
inconvenience will probably be the
scarcity of water. We shall sail for
Woahoo about 10 o'clock tonight. 
(Samuel Ruggles)

KAHU NOTES:
 
Notice that the missionaries and the
person keeping the ship's log did not
yet develop  the written Hawaiian
language and thus we see  their
phonetic renderings of Hawaiian
words which I bolded.  I find it
interesting that the writers wrote
what the Hawaiian passengers
verbalized pretty closely.
For instance Kirooah is their written
moniker for Kailua, Kona.  Another
one is Woahoo for Oʻahu.
However, they do use unsettling
words like "heathen," defined as an
unconverted member of a people or
nation who does not acknowledge
the God of the Bible or an
uncivilized or irreligious person. 
 They were probably using the first
definition in 1820, but it doesnʻt sit
well in 2020.



“GOT A FEW MINUTES?”

Every Tuesday and Thursday on the
Kawaiahao Church TV YouTube channel

“Got A Few Minutes?” is my daily devotions for you that is taken
from the UCC Daily Devotions.  I take a few minutes unpacking
a daily scripture and a small reflection by the writer of the day.
Join me by going to the YouTube app on your cell phone or
YouTube.com on your computer and search for Kawaiahao
Church TV.  

W o r s h i p p i n g

KAWAIAHAO CHURCH TV

8:30 am
 Sunday Worship Service 

on the Kawaiahao Church TV 
YouTube channel

Join me for Sunday Worship Service by going to the YouTube
app on your cell phone or YouTube.com on your computer and
search for Kawaiahao Church TV.  

Or you can cut and paste this link to your browser.
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCZYzBcB6d88RyPbQGLXCo4Q

Or you can cut and paste this link to your browser.
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLH9HhJ_a6l5IHqsbn9ybidAVwhFvcGSHN

FACEBOOK
Kawaiahaʻo Church site

Please follow us on Facebook by going to the Facebook app on
your cell phone or Facebook.com on your computer and
search for Kawaiahao Church. 

 
Or you can cut and paste this link. to your browser.

https://www.facebook.com/kawaiahaochurch/



Y o u t h  N e w s

Instagram account is @kclifeunderconstruction
 

We have ZOOM bible studies every Wednesday at 7pm. Information
posted on instagram for the weekly meeting code. 

 
email Sasha at sasha@kawaiahao.org or Keiko at keikodenbeau@gmail.com

Life Under Construction  



2 0 2 0  V I S I O N

The Bicentennial TV Documentary will be aired on KITV.
This show will also be streamed live on our Kawaiahao Church TV channel.

Mark your calendars.



 

REMEMBER THIS HYMNAL?

I would love to hear from you!
Got any stories you want to share?

Any prayer requests?
Any other request?

 

kmakuakane@kawaiahao.org

Contact Kahu Kenneth Makuakāne

K

U N S U B S C R I B E
If you do not wish to receive further correspondence, 

email me with the word UNSUBSCRIBE.

Send in any stories you want to share? 
 And send pictures too...

AHU
 ORNER


