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The Highwood Theatre's All-Student Company Awakens The Power of
Storytelling in

PETER AND THE STARCATCHER
The Tony-Award Winning Prequel to “Peter Pan”
All aboard the journey to Neverland! Continuing Highwood’s highly anticipated 16th Season of
productions, Rick Elice’s Tony Award Winning play Peter and the Starcatcher arrives just in time for the
holidays at The Highwood Theatre: presented from December 7th - 16th, 2018 in the heart of downtown
Silver Spring. Premiering two phenomenal student casts performing in repertory (2nd-7th graders &
8th-12th graders) and Highwood’s most complex stage design to-date, this production combines the
imaginative minds of over 40 youth cast & technical crew in sharing the untold, moving prequel to Peter
Pan.
Evoking the magical spirit of J.M. Barrie’s beloved source material, Peter and the Starcatcher provides
the origin story for “The Boy Who Never Grew Up” and the Neverland world we have all come to know but not without its own share of twists and turns. Featuring mermaids, singing pirates, and a touching
story of friendship and loyalty, this play with music inspires the child within us to never grow up.
Unlike its predecessor, Elice’s take leaves much of the ‘magic’ to the interpretation of the actors and the
audience. From flying crocodiles to levitating actors, the storytelling nature of the show proves a thrilling
challenge for any ensemble: especially for a company like Highwood’s with the mission of “building
community through theatre.” In addition to narrating much of the action, Starcatcher requires its actors to
bring to life many different elements - characters, set pieces, and even locations - through collective use
of their bodies, voices and movement.
Starcatcher will also mark Highwood’s most technically complex set yet: the construction of two pirate
ships. Director Matthew Nicola elaborates on this bold vision and what that means for audience
experience: “A show like Peter and the Starcatcher requires limitless creativity from all involved, and what
The highwood theatre

914 Silver Spring Avenue
Silver Spring, MD 20910
www.thehighwoodtheatre.org | info@thehighwoodtheatre.org | (p) 301-587-0697 | (f) 703-533-8749

executive director

artistic director

Kevin Kearney

Matthew Nicola

better production to pull out all the technical stops for? Our intimate space allows audiences to experience
this magical journey right alongside the actors.” Nicola adds, “the work of our talented student tech team
has only further proven the lessons of this beautiful play: that the power of imagination and bonds of a
community can truly change the world. We cannot wait audiences to share in this experience!”
------Peter and the Starcatcher w
 ill run for a limited engagement at Highwood’s home in downtown Silver
Spring: Friday, Saturday and Sunday, December 7-9, and again on Friday, Saturday and Sunday,
December 14-16.
About The Highwood Theatre
The Highwood Theatre is a nonprofit organization dedicated to bringing the community together through
theatre. Now in its 16th season, Highwood’s guiding principle is “anyone can do theatre.” Highwood was
founded in 2004 and began executing its mission through seasons of professional quality theatre
featuring all-student casts, design teams, and production staff. In 2013, in conjunction with its relocation
to the heart of downtown Silver Spring, The Highwood Theatre expanded to more fully carry out its
mission and develop innovative, engaging programming for artists of all ages through professional and
student productions, classes, and programs in schools and for home schooled students.
Contact Information
Tickets: http://www.thehighwoodtheatre.org/tickets
The Highwood Theatre Office: 301-587-0697
PETER AND THE STARCATCHER
Written by Rick Elice; Music by Wayne Barker
Directed by Matthew Nicola; Music Direction by Connor Crotzer; Set Design by Dante Stasio, Finn
Beals-Simon, Zane Peterson; Prop Design by Fiona Lipczenko, Simon Ellerbe; Lighting Design by Jonah
Witte, Charlie Fears, Jasper Wolosin, Max Heckschler; Sound Design by Simon Ellerbe, Leo Hetzler,
Eliana Beals-Simon; Costume Design by Tip Letsche, Stacy Walker
A STUDENTS' THEATRE PRODUCTION
December 7 - 16, 2018
Fridays at 8 PM, Saturdays at 2 & 8 PM; Sundays at 2 PM
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