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Marlene and Ed met in high
school in Hammond, Indiana
and married on Jul 11, 1953.

Now, let’s dig into a
few of their family
stories . . .

Marlene Mroz was born on January 2, 1935, in East Chicago, Indiana, to Alex Mroz and
Michaelene (Mazurkiewicz) Mroz.

Edwin Smithers was born on April 2, 1934, in Hammond, Indiana, to Roy Smithers and
Mildred (Wolff) Smithers.

When Marlene was in middle school, her family moved to Hammond, where she would
eventually meet Edwin—known to many by his nickname, “Whitey.” Their love story
began in a truly memorable way. At age 15, Edwin was riding his bicycle through
Marlene’s neighborhood with a friend when they spotted a girl and asked if she knew
any “cute girls.” That girl happened to be Marlene’s younger sister, Jacqueline. Without
answering, Jacqueline simply walked up the steps to her porch, opened the front door,
and called out, “Marlene, there’s someone out here looking for you.” And just like that,
a relationship that would last more than 40 years was born.

Marlene and Edwin married and had six children—four daughters and two sons. They
raised their family in Hammond before relocating to Wisconsin in 1976.

Edwin was a hardworking rock lather, a trade now largely replaced by drywall
installation. He also served as a Union Steward, advocating for workers' rights
throughout his career. He passed away in 1987.

Marlene continues to share her love and creativity with her family and friends through
her quilting and painting—a living legacy of care, warmth, and artistry.
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Marlene Mroz Born on January 2, 1935. Her family immigrated from Southern Poland and the Baltics. /{
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Your Tree ¢ Southeast Poland

jour family tree linked to
this DNA test.

Smithers-Mroz
228 people Community History

Southeast Poland is part of a region historically known
s Western Galicia. This area has a rich history of ethnic
diversity,including Poles, Ukrainians, Rusyns, Jews,
Russians, Belarussians, and others. Historically, these
Tarnobrzeg ethnic groups lived mostly in harmony with each other.
Through trade and social interaction, many people
became multilingual. Most inhabitants were farmers,
except those who lived in Krakow and 2 few small towns.
Poverty led many to migrate to North America in the 19th
and 20th centuries.
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DENMARK

LITHUANIA .
Primarily located in: Estonia, Latvia, Lithuania

Also found In: Belarus, Poland, Russia, Ukral Jewish Peoples of Europe
Learn more :
BELARUS Primarily located in: Belarus, Hungary, Lithuania, Latvia,
Moldova, Poland, Romanie, Utkraine
Also found in: Russis, Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Czech

r G , , Slovaki
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About this Region SLOVAKIA

Thousands of years ago, the early ancestors of the peoples AUSTRIA

In our Baltics region came from the east and south, They HONCARY MOLDOVA . X
entered a landscape of low-lying piains, thousands of lak SWITZERLAND About this Region
and milllons of acres of forest, a beautiful boundary zone

straddiing eastern and western Europe. Inhabitants have CROATIA ROMANIA
seen Vikings, crusading Teutonic Knights, empires, and

The historic dispersal of the Jewish population from its
origin in the Levant on the east coast of the
Mediterranean resulted in insular communities
5, but they have maintained an scattered throughout Europe, North Africa, Central Asia,
antachment to land, culture, and freedom. SERBIA and the Middle East. Although some Jewish
communities enjoyed positions of relative peace and
BELARUS Beag Full Higlo prosperity, many more were segregated from
KGsovo] BULGARIA mainstream society by law, custom, and prejudice,
GED Aok experiencing sustained per:
Jewish populations from northern and e:
MACEDONIA are often known as *Ashkenazi- *Sephardic
Jews who were expelled from Spain during the
Inquisition and mostly settied in North Africa and
southeastern Europe.
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Edwin Smithers Born on April 6, 1934. His family immigrated from England, Scotland and Germany.
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England & Northwestern
Europe

Primarily located in: Channel Islands, England

Also found in: Belgium, France, Germany, Isle of Man,
Luxembourg, Netherlands, Switzerland, Wales
Learn more about this map and ethnicity
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Your ethicity estimate is 19%, but it can range
from 0-37%. @

CZECHIA

About this Region

The history of Britain, the heart of our England &
Northwestern Europe region, is often presented as one
aroup of invaders aiter another displacing the native
population. The Romans, Anglo-Saxons, Vikings, and

QUSTRIA Normans all left their mark on Britain both politically and

culturally. However, the story of Britain is far more complex.

In fact, modern studies suggest the earliest populations
weren't wiped out, but adapted and absorbed the new
arrivals,
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Germanic Europe
Primarlly located in: Germany, Netherlands

Also found in: Austria, Beigium, Czech Republic, France,
witzeriand

but it can range

About this Region

The dramatic landscape of our Germanic Europe region
fises from Dutch and German lowiands along the North Sea
through forested uplands to Austria's AIps in the south. The
German people were united by language and culture before
Germany became a united country in 1871, Known as Des
Land ger Dichter und Denker (*the land of poets and
ermany is home to some of the oldest
universities in the worid, and this region has a long tradition
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Edwin Smithers, 1941 and 1949

Scotland

Primarily located in: Scotland

Also found in: Channel Islands, England, Faroe Islands,
France, Isle of Man, Luxembourg, Northern Ireland

ur Scotland result?
Learn more about this map and ethnicity

Your ethnicity estimate is 11%, but it can range
from 0-22%.©

About this Region

With its center in the northern third of the island of Great
Britain but stretching down to Brittany in France, our
Scotland ethnicity region is known for its geographical
beauty, medieval architecture, and folklore. Gaelic and Scots
have influenced regional English dialects and are both still
spoken in some areas. National symbols, including the Lion
Rempant, clan tartans, and bagpipes, are often recognized
internationally alongside symbols of traditional cuisine, lik
whisky and haggis.




Marriage license of Alex
and Michaelene.

Alexander Mroz &

Michaelene Mazurkiewicz
Marlene’s parents

Michaelene
Mroz
1913-2001

Alexander
Mroz
1900-1943

Alex Walter Mroz, Marlene’s father, was the second eldest
son of John and Mary Mroz. He was born on February 26,
1909, in East Chicago, Indiana.
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In November 1932, Alex married Michaelene (Mickey)
Mazurkiewicz, the daughter of Michael and Aurelia
Mazurkiewicz, also of East Chicago. The couple had two
daughters, Marlene and Jacqueline.

Marlene F
Mroz

Alex was often referred to by his middle name, Walter, and
some official documents list him as Walter Mroz—a detail
that occasionally required correction. Similarly,
Michaelene’s name appears in various spellings across
historical records.
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During their marriage, the family lived in two homes in East Alex with Marlene;
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Note the alternative spelling of Michaelene’s name in the marriage announcement. Alex’s WW2 Draft Card DSl



Alexander Mroz
Marlene’s Father

Unfortunately, the marriage of Alex Mroz
and Michaelene (Mickey) Mazurkiewicz
came to an end in 1941 when Alex left his
family and moved to Michigan. For a brief
time, he lived with Michaelene’s sister
before his life was cut short by tuberculosis.

He died in 1943 at the young age of 34.
Many questions remain about what led Alex
to leave, and we will likely never know the
full truth. Some believe he may have been
trying to avoid being drafted into World
War Il, as records show the draft board was
actively searching for him. Others speculate
that he may have known he was seriously il
and chose to leave in order to spare his
family the pain of watching him decline.
And of course, it's also possible that he
simply walked away from a marriage that
was no longer working. The reasons remain
unclear.

What we do know is that Michaelene and
her daughters, Marlene and Jacquelene, did
not learn of his death until well after he had
passed. Still, there appears to have been
some level of communication between Alex
and Michaelene after his departure, as a
few letters from Alex were preserved.

Marlene retained only two memories of her
father: that he enjoyed eating liver and
onions, and that he once appeared in the
window of their home at Easter—either
holding a bunny or wearing bunny ears.
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Alex was a patient at Herman Kiefer hospital
in Detroit for a month before succumbing to
Tuberculous (TB), an often-fatal disease
affecting the lungs and pulmonary system,
spread in part by poor sanitary conditions in
the city’s slum neighborhoods.

TB and Polio cases were spreading widely in
the 1930s and 1940s. Herman Kiefer was one
of several hospitals sprinkled across the city
of Detroit at the time. focused on treating
contagious diseases and prevention.

Above is a record
of Alex making
payment of $25 to
Michaelene after
he left family ion
1941.
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Michael & Aurelia Mazurkiewicz

Marlene’s Maternal Grandparents

Michaelene’s parents, Michael
Mazurkiewicz and Aurelia Stankiewicz, were
both born in Poland and married in April

1896.

After 13 years of marriage, they made the
life-changing decision to immigrate to
America, seeking greater opportunity and a
safer future for their growing family.

Michael arrived first in 1909, landing at Ellis
Island before continuing on to Chicago,

where he

Aurelia followed a year later in 1910, bravely
making the journey with their five young
children in tow.

Once reunited, the family settled in East
Chicago, Indiana, where they would build a
new life and eventually welcome three more

children.
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Michael Mazurkiewicz,

circa 1937

was met by family members.
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Below is a copy of a letter from 1995 from one of Michael
and Aurelia’s eldest daughters (Violet) to her niece

is of the ship Marlene, daughter of Michaelene. Her letter validates the
“Rotterdam” that records we located while contradicting several of the more

Aurelia and the ~ “ interesting stories shared by Michaelene.
1

The photo to the right

children travelled on. o
The ship manifest is
shown at the bottom
right of the screen.
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In the 1896 Ostrowiec Swietokrzyski records in the province of Kielce
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v ...m....,.,..uu.. o s ek ofGorgromsreed ey 20,1907, b g
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Took place in the village of Ostrowiec on 21 April/3 May 1896 at 8 o'clock in
the afterncon, We announce that in the presence of the witnesses
Wojciech Cieplelowski.colonist, age 48, and Jozef Serafin, colonist, age
35both residing in the village of Wymysiow, today a religious marital
union was concluded between Michal Mazurkiewicz, bachelor colonist, 20|
years old, son of Antoni and his wife Elzbieta, née Zimolag( Zimolong) the

spouses, born in the village of Piaski Kunowskio of the Kunow parish and /d/' T
residing with parents in the village of Wymysiéw, and Aurelia ]
Stankiewicz, a maiden, 22 years old, daughter of already deceased Michal | . P,
and Agnieszka, nde Przywlocka, the spouses, born in the village of . ? ~
Przyboréw of the Denkéw parish and living in Plaski of Ostrowlec b | e b X
parish.This wedding was preceded by three announcements of the banns ;/’{w«
in the local parish church of the village Ostrowiec on 19,26 April and 3 4 ey
May, according to the new style, of the current year, The newlyweds [ s —
stated they did not conclude a prenuptial agreement. Permission for the B & sy | Pt
wedding was given to the groom by his parents, who were present at the o Ak éf:/"
wedding ceremony, verbally The religious wedding ceremony was g MO 7> A
performed by priest, administrar of this parish, Feliks Latalski. This act was ::fdf‘j i ézr
read aloud to the illiterate people present and signed by Us only. ol Mostan '/43 )
B ) o
b Mo,

Transcription from Polish church records detailing the 1896 wedding ceremony of
Michael and Aurelia (Stankiewicz) Mazurkiewicz.




Michael & Aurelia Mazurkiewicz
Married 1896 to 1936

FALL FATAL T0
FASTCHICAGO M

Michael Mazurkiewicz was born on August
30, 1875, to Elzbieta (Zimalong) and Antoni
Mazurkiewicz. His life was cut short at the
age of 59 when he tragically fell down a
flight of stairs in his home. He passed away
on March 11, 1936.

At the time of his death,

Injuries received when he fel
down a flight of steps in his hom
at 4726 Qlcott avenue caused the
death last night of Michael Mazu

cago for the last 25 years,
Mazurkiowicz, employed by the
W. P, A, suffered a skull fracture,
The accldent happened at 0 o'clock
and he succumbed at 11:45 o'clock.
Surviving him are his wile,
Aurclla; seven daughters, Mi-
chaelene Mroz and Elizabsii, Mar-
Hot East Chicago, Lora Kov.
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Michael was employed by the W.P.A.
(Works Progress Administration)—a New
Deal agency that provided jobs to millions
of Americans during the Great Depression
through public works projects. Before
joining the W.P.A., Michael worked as a
machinist at American Steel. Notably, his
WWII draft card recorded that he was
missing the small finger on his left hand—
likely the result of a work-related accident.

Michael with two of his
grandchildren in 1926,
notice the missing finger on

Aurelia Mazurkiewicz (née Stankiewicz) was
born on April 5, 1874, the daughter of
Agnieszka (Przylowka) and Michal
Stankiewicz.

Michael and Aurelia were married for 40
years and had eight children—one son and
seven daughters. Michaelene was the
second youngest of the siblings.
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Following Michael’s death, Aurelia moved
to Hamtramck, Michigan to be closer to
three of her daughters. She died there on
March 25, 1941, at the age of 66, from
rheumatic fever and cardiac failure.

7

News report of
Michael’s fall in his
home leading to his
death.
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Michael and Aurelia’s death certificates.

kiewicz, 59, resident of East Chi-@

Shown below in both photos is Aurelia Mazurkiewicz and
her second youngest child, Michealene. The story goes that
the baby photo of Michaelene was taken in 1913 because
she was very ill, and they wanted to make sure they had a
photo of her. The photo on the right was taken in early
1940s.




John (Jan) Mroz 4 ‘ Vo= "”"“ %fo;m
Marlene’s Paternal Grandfather  [IFSSSEE NG i :
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Baron (Bara
18851924

John Mroz was born on February 15, 1879, A ! ¢ KathERyEE Ma
in Piotrowka, Podkarpackie, Poland. His £

father was Casimirus Mroz, son of Mathias
Mroz and Agnes Sanocki. His mother was
Catherine Pikula, daughter of Sebastian
Pikula and Marianna Gierlicki.
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The surname “Mroz” means “frost” in
Polish.
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Adiress

John immigrated to the United States in
1899, arriving at Ellis Island and joining
relatives in Allegheny, Pennsylvania. He
later moved to East Chicago, Indiana, where
he built a new life.

John death was caused
by heart issues and
granddaughter
Marlene Smithers
recalls visiting him
often before he passed
away when she was
seven.

On October 11, 1904, John married Mary
(Marianna) Baron (Baran) in Lake County,
Indiana. Mary had immigrated from Poland
in 1902. The couple made their home at
525 Northcote Avenue in East Chicago and
went on to have seven children. Their
second eldest was Alex, father of

Marlene F
Mroz

“He raised polish

Mroz family photo. John and Mary with John’s sister’s family.
chickens and made

Michaelene.
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able to tell if it was
dusty.”




To the left is
Charles and Emma’s parents, Herman and Emily Hoge.

Emma Wolff Photo taken at the turn-of century (1900).

Charles & Emma Wolff

wedding photo;

Edwin’s Maternal Grandparents 1908, Chicago, & & g : : -
Illinois. Below is a | @}" ‘ r‘_‘ ‘
photo of Charles v
t‘:\nd Emma taken % Wilkar izzbeth ”ax"t E“’@;’:ﬁﬁﬂ
Charles F. Wolff was born on September 23, in 1939. R R
1880, in Germany, the son of Elizabeth
(Ardnt) and William. He married Emma
Augusta Hoge on August 15, 1908, in Lansing,
Illinois.
RE Sany

Emma Augusta Hoge was born in Chicago,

Illinois, on September 21, 1886, the daughter : ~ % ¢ _' 5 o
of Herman and Emily (Krapel). Herman and a’/‘f,{:u%;% '—';g Ve
Emily immigrated from Tadens, Germany. j WG J,,,W ‘
Charles and Emma had 11 children during ”3“7 1o ,23 Charlez £ Epmas
their marriage, losing three of them as e ........ == *sze-0e2
children. P Ol -
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Charles was a barkeeper early in his career s T X S R B
and then became a bricklayer. He died on July i ..._! oot A s B el TS
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Emma died on August 20, 1968, in Lansing,
Illinois, at the age of 81.
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Herman Wolff

Edwin’s Uncle — Died at 13

As previously mentioned, Charles and Emma
Wolff lost three children at a young age.
While the circumstances surrounding two of
those deaths remain unknown, we know a
great deal about how their son Herman'’s
short life came to a tragic and heartbreaking
end at the age of 13.

Herman was shot and killed by another 13-
year-old boy with a reputation as a
troublemaker. The story reads like
something out of a movie—shocking,
senseless, and deeply sad. Some in the
community believed it was cold-blooded
murder; others saw it as a tragic accident.

The boy who shot Herman was Walter
Schultz, a known delinquent who had
reportedly been involved in a grocery store
robbery shortly before the shooting. The
reporting at the time painted a bleak picture
of Walter’s life. There was no mention of a
mother, and his father—described as a
drinker—was widely blamed for Walter’s
behavior.

For the Wolff family, the loss was
devastating. Yet even in their grief, they
remained committed to seeking justice for
their son. In an extraordinary move, they
petitioned the court to force Schultz to view
Herman’s body, perhaps in the hope that it
would impress upon him the magnitude of
what he had done.
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‘Walter Schultz, aged 13 years, ar-
ed the 'shot. After ' the ;
Schultz fled. He scurried e, " 1eft
his gun, and te by the act
he had committed, ran all the way
to the home of his grandmother at
Munster. Police officers, tracing
him, arrived at the Munster hiding
place. They were met at the door
by the aged grandmother, She stop-
ped them at the threshold.

“He is not here,” she sald in re-
ply to their queries,

There was an intrechange of com-
pliments. A window In the rear
banged. Officers heard it and ran to
the back of the house. Young Schutz
was fleeing across the flelds. They |
caught him In the woods, a short
distance away.
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Herman Wolfti
“It ‘will teach him a luton. It
will burn into his brain & pleture
that he will never forget and that
wilt bes a constant wmlat to him

throughout life.”

That is what the family of the
slain boy is reputed to have told
policg chief Eckstein.

KILLING WAS

He will go back to the scho
which bhe served fifty-three

& Lansing grocery store.
Coroner H J. White, at th
quest

through the “ignorance and
lessness of Walter Schults.”

Wolff's parents stoutly
tained that the punishment
out to young Schultz was not

man, who was kililed by Schults last
Sunday afternoon when the lad
passed & dare to Schultz to pull the
trigger of the nmew shotgun he held
fn hia hands, repeated over and
over agaln tha dying words of her
son that, “Walter should be hang-
ed, he should bs hanged!"

Clyde Cleveland, counsel for the
Wolft family, in winding up his
esu before the coroner, stated that

what disp 1 the auth-
orn!u made of the boy, one thing
was certain, and that was that
Schultz should not be milowed to
réturn to Lansing. The village was
rid of him nnd didn’t want to msoe
him again with & possible repeti-
tion of the scene that robbed Wolft
of his 1ife,
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James W. Smithers
Edwin’s Paternal
Great Grandfather
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James W. Smithers, great-great grandfather of
Edwin Smithers, was born in Frankfort, KY, in
1851 to James L Smithers and Elizabet Tutt.

In 1955 the family moved to Rantoul, IL where
the railroad expansion was providing
opportunities.

James married Mary Lake in 1878 in Rantoul.
Later, they moved to Streator, IL, where he was
employed as a locomotive engineer for NYC
Railroad and they raised five children.

James retired in 1919 on pension from the New
York Railroad after being a member of the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers for more
than forty-two years. He was honored by the
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers in 1926 as
“of the oldest railroaders and suffered many
hardships to help better the working conditions
and bring them up to what they are today.”

James died at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Ed
Teifke, in Kankakee, IL, in 1926. His body laid in
state in Kankakee before the body was taken by
automobile to Rantoul for burial.
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Member Division 354
The members of Divislon 354 B, of L. E
asd Division 316 G. 1. A, and & sumber of
lavited guests, sssembled st a banquet
Monday evening, January 21st to honor one
of the oldest members of the B, of L. E,
Brother James Smithers. Just before the

Note that the name on the
gravesite is Smithers without an
“s”. Both versions of the name
were used for generations so we
can not confirm which is correct,
“Smither” is an occupational
surname referring to someone
who is as metalworker.

After firing oo this road for two years, he
wis promoted to engincer and ran the

for one and a half years that he had belped
to set up. In 1503 bo changed to the L I.
& 1. railroad, which was later brought by
the New York Central lises, and worked
there continooualy until he was
in 1919,

Brother Bmithers first joined
at Urbana, later transferring
124 ot Centralis and when be

be
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i
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pleasantly spent with musle, singing,
games, and daseing.
Brother Bmithers is one of the oldost rall-




Benjamin Head
Edwin’s 4x Paternal
Great Grandfather

Benjamin Head was born in 1756 in
Spotsylvania, Virginia, to his father, Alexander
Spence Head and mother, Sarah Pinson.

The Head family immigrated from England in
the 1600s. In addition to Head being a common
surname, the same first names were used
frequently, making research of direct
descendants a challenge. There is much more
work to be done in researching this branch of
the family, but this slide includes information
collected about Benjamin from various sources.

We know that Benjamin was a distinguished
patriot, enlisted in the Continental Army in
1777, joining the 5th Regiment. He also served
with the 1st Regiment Light Dragoons, Cavalry.

He married Mary Mildred "Milly" Long on July
19, 1785, in Culpeper, Virginia and they
migrated to Kentucky in 1792 and died in 1809.

Benjamin Head was reared in Spotsylvania county, Vir-
ginia, and was a soldier in the Revolution, enlisting in
1777. He served in Col. Theoderick Bland's Regiment of
Dragoons, was promoted to Captain in 1780 for bravery
and good conduct, testimonials being given as to his char-
acter and bravery, and the high regard Col. Bland had
for him. He was taken prisoner at Lanier's Ferry in 1780,
and exchanged as prisoner of war May 6, 1781,

On October 2, 1789, his father, Alexander S. Head, and
wife, Sarah, deeded him 331 acres of land in Berkeley
Parish, Spotsylvania county. Joseph Head and David
Head were witnesses. Benjamin sold a part of this Jan-
vary 7, 1791, to Edward Herndon, and purchased from
Herndon part of another tract. Benjamin Head and wife,
Mary, also sold land to Joseph Herndon.

My ancestor’s services in assisting in the establishment of American Independence during the W.
of the Revolution were as follows: . -

...................... M. _W._Scott's History of Orsnge Co., Va, P, T7._______

H Declerstion of IndoPendeuce. He served first zs = priyste in Capt.
;_G_o_qrse___S_tt_x_babls_r_l.e.lg._q-sgspgmrith Virginis Regiment commended by Col.
Josish Parker, snd Col, Charles Scott. On serving his first enlist-

g ment he enlisted szein es a priyate in Capt. Alexsnder Spottwood

3 h.ndf-idse's Troop 2lso designated 28 3rd Troop, 1st Regiment Light

% Dragoons, Continentsl Troops commended by Col. Theodorick Elsnd. His
" name appears on the muster rolls of that organization for the period

8 from Januery to Novexmber 1778 which besrs remerk relative to him as

ffollows: “Appointed Dec. 28, 1780; sick in bospital st Ealtimore,
* Joiped and pd." (Promoted). S SRS
..................................................... Adj. Gen, =

-

_J»om Piler HISTORY SHEET
Benjamin

Surname: HEAD 2 0of 2
Given name: Benjamin
Date of record: 16 January 1809

Source:Franklin Co. Will (Franklin, KY:
Franklin Co. Court House, June 6,
1979) Book Ib, p. 84-85.

Benjamin Head clec:cl - inventory (extract record)

15 Shoats 15. 1 waggon & 5 per gees  50.
Inventory of 1 log chair 73 5 axes 7.50
what Benjamin 3 Sows & pigs 7.50 2 old plows o
Ieft behlnd 6 hoes 5. 1 grubing hoe 75 cts

2 hoes 1.50 2 bells 50.

when he died. 1 cow & calf 10. 1 do do 10,
2 Barling 7.50 Callars & 2 Scts geers 4. 1
1 large Iron Kettle 37 one little oven 1. 8 Lexing
1 man sadle s 4. 1do do $ 4. 8 4
1 Jack screw 3 1 coopers adds 75 cts 3|75 i exy
1 Grind stone 2 1 pr Sillards $ 2. 4 o
1 flesh pork sadle 75 cts 3 waters Vessels 75 cts  1|s0
1 pot oven & pot rack  § 6. 1 churn 50 cts 650
parcel of old pewter $ 4. 3 crocks 75 cts 4|75 REE
1 whiskey barrel TS e e e e S e e et T a 75 » C::J%LT‘T‘A

Total amount  $3438|78
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Benjamin Head and Mary “Millie” Long 407

The National Society Colonial Dames of the XVII Century verified
seventeenth century records for Henry Head and Frances Spence. The
Society accepted the information on my papers and my sister’s papers as
follows:

1 - Henry Head was born about 1695 and died May 5, 1765 in Spotsyl-
vania County, Virginia. He married Francis Spence, daughter of
Alexander Spence. Their children were:

Henry (Harry) Head born ca 1716;

Alexander Spence Head born ca 1721;

Mildred Head born ca 172?2; and

Benjamin Head born 1731.

1I - Alexander Spence Head, the son of Henry Head and Francis Spence,

i was born ca 1721 and died after 1790 at St George’s Parish, Spotsyl-

vania County, Virginia. He married Sarah ____. Their children were:
Heary Head,
David Head,
Benjamin Head, born in 1756,
Issac Head,
James Head, and
they may have had a son, Joseph Head, and
another, Alexander Spence Head, Jr.

III - Benjamin Head, the son of Alexander Spence Head and Sarah was
born in 1756 at Spotsvivania County, Virginia and died in 1808. He
married, July 19, 1785 in King William County, Virginia, Mary "Millie"
Long who was born in 1767 and died in 1794. She was the daughter of
Bromfield Long and Sarah. Their children were:

Mory MDAl and hnea Aezil 14 1707, ~—3



Catherine King Leech
Edwin’s 4x Paternal
Great Grandmother

Catherine (Kate) Tedrow King was born on March 14,
1807, in Somerset, Pennsylvania, to Mary Catherine King,
age 38, and Michael Tedrow, age 50.

Catherine’s mother died when she was 3 days old. Her
father remarried and she was mistreated by her step-
mother. Fortunately, her Aunt Polly was allowed to adopt
her and Catherine took the last name of King.

She lived with her Aunt Polly in Pennsylvania until 1821,
when she was 14 and met Joseph Leech, who was 18.
They married in 1823 and had nine children during their
22-year marriage, 6 boys and 3 girls.

Joseph died Feb 1843 at age 40, about 1 1/2 months
before their youngest child was born and is buried at St.
Joseph's Chapel near Little Mad River, Muskingum Co,
Ohio. He was a shoemaker by trade as well as a church
elder.

In 1849, single mother, Kate loaded her 9 children and

belongings in a prairie wagon and headed for Illinois along
with another pioneer family. After 6 weeks they arrived at

Hennepin on September 15th, and she purchased 240
acres of land at $12.00 an acre Northeast of Hennepin.
She gave each of her 6 sons 40 acres.

Kate died at 76 and is buried at Riverside Cemetery,
Hennepin, IL.

Her son, Joseph, married Elizabeth Jerrow, and is the
great-great grandfather of Edwin Smithers.

Mrs. Elizabeth Leech (nee Jerrow)
Putnam Record, October 19, 1899

Obituary- Mrs. Joseph Leech, who has been an invalid for several months,
died October 12t-at the age of 46. At times she suffered terribly, and
many times it was thought she could not possibly survive another attack,
but she lingered until October 12, when she passed peacefully to the
beyond. Elizabeth Hunter Jerrow was born June 15, 1853, in County
Antrim, Ireland.

At the age of 16 she came to America, locating in Putnam county, where
she has since resided. She was united in marriage with Joseph Leech,
March 15, 1876. To them were born three children, Katie, Thomas and
Mamie.
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