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Now, let’s dig into a 
few of their family 
stories . . .

This Photo by Unknown Author is licensed under CC BY

Marlene and Ed met in high 
school in Hammond, Indiana 
and married on Jul 11, 1953.

Marlene Mroz was born on January 2, 1935, in East Chicago, Indiana, to Alex Mroz and 
Michaelene (Mazurkiewicz) Mroz.

Edwin Smithers was born on April 2, 1934, in Hammond, Indiana, to Roy Smithers and 
Mildred (Wolff) Smithers.

When Marlene was in middle school, her family moved to Hammond, where she would 
eventually meet Edwin—known to many by his nickname, “Whitey.” Their love story 
began in a truly memorable way. At age 15, Edwin was riding his bicycle through 
Marlene’s neighborhood with a friend when they spotted a girl and asked if she knew 
any “cute girls.” That girl happened to be Marlene’s younger sister, Jacqueline. Without 
answering, Jacqueline simply walked up the steps to her porch, opened the front door, 
and called out, “Marlene, there’s someone out here looking for you.” And just like that, 
a relationship that would last more than 40 years was born.

Marlene and Edwin married and had six children—four daughters and two sons. They 
raised their family in Hammond before relocating to Wisconsin in 1976.
Edwin was a hardworking rock lather, a trade now largely replaced by drywall 
installation. He also served as a Union Steward, advocating for workers' rights 
throughout his career. He passed away in 1987.

Marlene continues to share her love and creativity with her family and friends through 
her quilting and painting—a living legacy of care, warmth, and artistry.
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Marlene Mroz  Born on January 2, 1935. Her family immigrated from Southern Poland and the Baltics.

Marlene Mroz, 1937 
and 1952.



Edwin Smithers  Born on April 6, 1934. His family immigrated from England, Scotland and Germany.
Edwin Smithers, 1941 and 1949.



Alexander Mroz & 
Michaelene Mazurkiewicz

Marlene’s parents

Alex Walter Mroz, Marlene’s father, was the second eldest 
son of John and Mary Mroz. He was born on February 26, 
1909, in East Chicago, Indiana.

In November 1932, Alex married Michaelene (Mickey) 
Mazurkiewicz, the daughter of Michael and Aurelia 
Mazurkiewicz, also of East Chicago. The couple had two 
daughters, Marlene and Jacqueline.

Alex was often referred to by his middle name, Walter, and 
some official documents list him as Walter Mroz—a detail 
that occasionally required correction. Similarly, 
Michaelene’s name appears in various spellings across 
historical records.

During their marriage, the family lived in two homes in East 
Chicago: one on Todd Street and another on Magoun 
Avenue. As of 2022, both locations are vacant lots.

While they were together, Alex worked at Inland Steel and 
also made a living delivering furniture.

Alex with Marlene; 
1937. At left, with 
Michaelene’s 
brother, Vincent 
(Bill), mid 1930s.

Marriage license of Alex 
and Michaelene.

Note the alternative spelling of Michaelene’s name in the marriage announcement.

East Chicago, Indiana; circa 1940.

The birth certificate 
of Jacqueline with 
numerous errors.  

Note, another 
spelling of 

Michaelene’s 
name, Alex was 

referred to by his 
middle name and 

Jacqi was identified 
as Aurelia (her 
middle name).

Alex’s WW2 Draft Card



Alexander Mroz
Marlene’s Father

Unfortunately, the marriage of Alex Mroz 
and Michaelene (Mickey) Mazurkiewicz 
came to an end in 1941 when Alex left his 
family and moved to Michigan. For a brief 
time, he lived with Michaelene’s sister 
before his life was cut short by tuberculosis.

He died in 1943 at the young age of 34.
Many questions remain about what led Alex 
to leave, and we will likely never know the 
full truth. Some believe he may have been 
trying to avoid being drafted into World 
War II, as records show the draft board was 
actively searching for him. Others speculate 
that he may have known he was seriously ill 
and chose to leave in order to spare his 
family the pain of watching him decline. 
And of course, it's also possible that he 
simply walked away from a marriage that 
was no longer working. The reasons remain 
unclear.

What we do know is that Michaelene and 
her daughters, Marlene and Jacquelene, did 
not learn of his death until well after he had 
passed. Still, there appears to have been 
some level of communication between Alex 
and Michaelene after his departure, as a 
few letters from Alex were preserved.

Marlene retained only two memories of her 
father: that he enjoyed eating liver and 
onions, and that he once appeared in the 
window of their home at Easter—either 
holding a bunny or wearing bunny ears.

Alex Mroz, 
1937.

Above is a record 
of Alex making 
payment of $25 to 
Michaelene after 
he left family ion 
1941.

The article from 
the Hammond  
Times in 1943, 
indicated that 
the draft board 
was looking for 
Alex. He had 
already  moved 
to Detroit by that 
time, according 
to hospital 
records for 
almost two years 
prior to the date 
of the article 
being published.

Alex with Marlene, 1935.

Alex was a patient at Herman Kiefer hospital 
in Detroit for a month before succumbing to 
Tuberculous (TB), an often-fatal disease 
affecting the lungs and pulmonary system, 
spread in part by poor sanitary conditions in 
the city’s slum neighborhoods.

TB and Polio cases were spreading widely in 
the 1930s and 1940s. Herman Kiefer was one 
of several hospitals sprinkled across the city 
of Detroit at the time. focused on treating 
contagious diseases and prevention. 



Michael & Aurelia Mazurkiewicz
Marlene’s Maternal Grandparents

“

Michaelene’s parents, Michael 
Mazurkiewicz and Aurelia Stankiewicz, were 
both born in Poland and married in April 
1896.

After 13 years of marriage, they made the 
life-changing decision to immigrate to 
America, seeking greater opportunity and a 
safer future for their growing family.

Michael arrived first in 1909, landing at Ellis 
Island before continuing on to Chicago, 
where he was met by family members. 
Aurelia followed a year later in 1910, bravely 
making the journey with their five young 
children in tow.

Once reunited, the family settled in East 
Chicago, Indiana, where they would build a 
new life and eventually welcome three more 
children.

Transcription from Polish church records detailing  the 1896 wedding ceremony of 
Michael and Aurelia (Stankiewicz) Mazurkiewicz. 

The photo to the right 
is of the ship 

“Rotterdam” that 
Aurelia and the 

children travelled on. 
The ship manifest is 

shown at the bottom  
right of the screen.

Aurelia with 
six of her 
children 

Michael Mazurkiewicz, 
circa 1937

Below is a copy of a letter from 1995 from one of Michael 
and Aurelia’s eldest daughters (Violet) to her niece 
Marlene, daughter of Michaelene. Her letter validates the  
records we located while contradicting several of the more 
interesting stories shared by Michaelene.



Michael & Aurelia Mazurkiewicz
Married 1896 to 1936

Michael Mazurkiewicz was born on August 
30, 1875, to Elzbieta (Zimalong) and Antoni 
Mazurkiewicz. His life was cut short at the 
age of 59 when he tragically fell down a 
flight of stairs in his home. He passed away 
on March 11, 1936.
At the time of his death, 

Michael was employed by the W.P.A. 
(Works Progress Administration)—a New 
Deal agency that provided jobs to millions 
of Americans during the Great Depression 
through public works projects. Before 
joining the W.P.A., Michael worked as a 
machinist at American Steel. Notably, his 
WWII draft card recorded that he was 
missing the small finger on his left hand—
likely the result of a work-related accident.

Aurelia Mazurkiewicz (née Stankiewicz) was 
born on April 5, 1874, the daughter of 
Agnieszka (Przylowka) and Michal 
Stankiewicz.
Michael and Aurelia were married for 40 
years and had eight children—one son and 
seven daughters. Michaelene was the 
second youngest of the siblings.

Following Michael’s death, Aurelia moved 
to Hamtramck, Michigan to be closer to 
three of her daughters. She died there on 
March 25, 1941, at the age of 66, from 
rheumatic fever and cardiac failure.

“

Shown below in both photos is Aurelia Mazurkiewicz and 
her second youngest child, Michealene. The story goes that 
the baby photo of Michaelene was taken in 1913 because 
she was very ill, and they wanted to make sure they had a 
photo of her. The photo on the right was taken in early 
1940s.

Michael with two of his 
grandchildren in 1926, 

notice the missing finger on 
his  left-hand.

Michael and Aurelia’s death certificates.

News report of 
Michael’s fall in his 
home leading to his 
death.



John (Jan) Mroz
Marlene’s Paternal Grandfather

John Mroz was born on February 15, 1879, 
in Piotrówka, Podkarpackie, Poland. His 
father was Casimirus Mroz, son of Mathias 
Mroz and Agnes Sanocki. His mother was 
Catherine Pikula, daughter of Sebastian 
Pikula and Marianna Gierlicki.

The surname “Mroz” means “frost” in 
Polish.

John immigrated to the United States in 
1899, arriving at Ellis Island and joining 
relatives in Allegheny, Pennsylvania. He 
later moved to East Chicago, Indiana, where 
he built a new life.

On October 11, 1904, John married Mary 
(Marianna) Baron (Baran) in Lake County, 
Indiana. Mary had immigrated from Poland 
in 1902. The couple made their home at 
525 Northcote Avenue in East Chicago and 
went on to have seven children. Their 
second eldest was Alex, father of 
Michaelene.

Tragically, Mary died young in 1924 at just 
39 years old, after 20 years of marriage.
At some point in his later life, John became 
blind. Although the cause is unknown, it 
may have been due to a work-related injury. 
According to the 1920 census, he worked as 
a “chipper,” a job likely involving wood or 
metalwork.

John Mroz passed away at home on 
June 25, 1942, at the age of 63.

Mroz family photo. John and Mary with John’s sister’s family.

John death was caused 
by heart issues and 
granddaughter 
Marlene Smithers 
recalls visiting him 
often before he passed 
away when she was 
seven.

“He raised polish 
chickens and made 
pickles that he stored n 
the basement. And, he  
had a beautiful 
vineyard. 

I also remember that 
he kept a very clean 
house. Which I thought 
was interesting 
because he was blind. 
He would run his finger 
across the table and be 
able to tell if it was 
dusty.”



Charles & Emma Wolff
Edwin’s Maternal Grandparents

Charles F. Wolff was born on September 23, 
1880, in Germany, the son of Elizabeth 
(Ardnt) and William. He married Emma 
Augusta Hoge on August 15, 1908, in Lansing, 
Illinois. 

Emma Augusta Hoge was born in Chicago, 
Illinois, on September 21, 1886, the daughter  
of Herman and Emily (Krapel). Herman and 
Emily immigrated from Tadens, Germany.

Charles and Emma had 11 children during 
their marriage, losing three of them as 
children.

Charles was a barkeeper early in his career 
and then became a bricklayer. He died on July 
26, 1953, at the age of 71.

Emma died on August 20, 1968, in Lansing, 
Illinois, at the age of 81.

To the left is 
Charles and 
Emma Wolff 
wedding photo; 
1908, Chicago, 
Illinois. Below is a 
photo of Charles 
and Emma taken 
in 1939.

Emma 
Wolff,, taken 
in the late 
1950s..

Emma’s parents, Herman and Emily Hoge. 
Photo taken at the turn-of century (1900).



Herman Wolff
Edwin’s Uncle – Died at 13

As previously mentioned, Charles and Emma 
Wolff lost three children at a young age. 
While the circumstances surrounding two of 
those deaths remain unknown, we know a 
great deal about how their son Herman’s 
short life came to a tragic and heartbreaking 
end at the age of 13.

Herman was shot and killed by another 13-
year-old boy with a reputation as a 
troublemaker. The story reads like 
something out of a movie—shocking, 
senseless, and deeply sad. Some in the 
community believed it was cold-blooded 
murder; others saw it as a tragic accident.

The boy who shot Herman was Walter 
Schultz, a known delinquent who had 
reportedly been involved in a grocery store 
robbery shortly before the shooting. The 
reporting at the time painted a bleak picture 
of Walter’s life. There was no mention of a 
mother, and his father—described as a 
drinker—was widely blamed for Walter’s 
behavior.

For the Wolff family, the loss was 
devastating. Yet even in their grief, they 
remained committed to seeking justice for 
their son. In an extraordinary move, they 
petitioned the court to force Schultz to view 
Herman’s body, perhaps in the hope that it 
would impress upon him the magnitude of 
what he had done.



James W. Smithers
Edwin’s Paternal 

Great Grandfather

James W. Smithers, great-great grandfather of 
Edwin Smithers, was born in Frankfort, KY, in 
1851 to James L Smithers and Elizabet Tutt. 

In 1955 the family moved to Rantoul, IL where 
the railroad expansion was providing 
opportunities. 

James married Mary Lake in 1878 in Rantoul. 
Later, they moved to Streator, IL, where he was 
employed as a locomotive engineer for NYC 
Railroad and they raised five children.

James retired in 1919 on pension from the New 
York Railroad after being a member of the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers for more 
than forty-two years. He was honored by the 
Brotherhood of Locomotive Engineers in 1926 as 
“of the oldest railroaders and suffered many 
hardships to help better the working conditions 
and bring them up to what they are today.”

James died at the home of his daughter, Mrs. Ed 
Teifke, in Kankakee, IL, in 1926. His body laid in 
state in Kankakee before the body was taken by 
automobile to Rantoul for burial.

“

James Smithers family – Parents James and Mary (Lake), 
sons Edwin (front ) and Harold (back); and daughters.

Note that the name on the 
gravesite is Smithers without an 

“s”. Both versions of the name 
were used for generations so we 
can not confirm which is correct, 

“Smither” is  an occupational 
surname referring to someone 

who is as metalworker. 



Benjamin Head
Edwin’s 4x Paternal 
Great Grandfather

Benjamin Head was born in 1756 in 
Spotsylvania, Virginia, to his father, Alexander 
Spence Head and mother, Sarah Pinson.

The Head family immigrated from England in 
the 1600s. In addition to Head being a common 
surname, the same first names were used 
frequently, making research of direct 
descendants a challenge. There is much more 
work to be done in researching this branch of 
the family, but this slide includes information 
collected about Benjamin from various sources.

We know that Benjamin was a distinguished 
patriot, enlisted in the Continental Army in 
1777, joining the 5th Regiment. He also served 
with the 1st Regiment Light Dragoons, Cavalry.

He married Mary Mildred "Milly" Long on July 
19, 1785, in Culpeper, Virginia and they 
migrated to Kentucky in 1792 and died in 1809.
. 

Benjamin’s 
grandfather, 
Henry Head 
(1695-1765)

Documentation provided to Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR).  

Inventory of 
what Benjamin 

left behind 
when he died.



Catherine King Leech
Edwin’s 4x Paternal 
Great Grandmother

Catherine (Kate) Tedrow King was born on March 14, 
1807, in Somerset, Pennsylvania, to Mary Catherine King, 
age 38, and Michael Tedrow, age 50.

Catherine’s mother died when she was 3 days old. Her 
father remarried and she was mistreated by her step-
mother. Fortunately, her Aunt Polly was allowed to adopt 
her and Catherine took the last name of King.

She lived with her Aunt Polly in Pennsylvania until 1821, 
when she was 14 and met Joseph Leech, who was 18. 
They married in 1823 and had nine children during their 
22-year marriage, 6 boys and 3 girls.

Joseph died Feb 1843 at age 40, about 1 1/2 months 
before their youngest child was born and is buried at St. 
Joseph's Chapel near Little Mad River, Muskingum Co, 
Ohio. He was a shoemaker by trade as well as a church 
elder.

In 1849, single mother, Kate loaded her 9 children and 
belongings in a prairie wagon and headed for Illinois along 
with another pioneer family. After 6 weeks they arrived at 
Hennepin on September 15th, and she purchased 240 
acres of land at $12.00 an acre Northeast of Hennepin. 
She gave each of her 6 sons 40 acres.

Kate died at 76 and is buried at Riverside Cemetery, 
Hennepin, IL.

Her son, Joseph, married Elizabeth Jerrow, and is the 
great-great grandfather of Edwin Smithers.

Mrs. Elizabeth Leech (nee Jerrow)
Putnam Record, October 19, 1899

Obituary- Mrs. Joseph Leech, who has been an invalid for several months, 
died October 12th.at the age of 46. At times she suffered terribly, and 
many times it was thought she could not possibly survive another attack, 
but she lingered until October 12, when she passed peacefully to the 
beyond. Elizabeth Hunter Jerrow was born June 15, 1853, in County 
Antrim, Ireland. 

At the age of 16 she came to America, locating in Putnam county, where 
she has since resided. She was united in marriage with Joseph Leech, 
March 15, 1876. To them were born three children, Katie, Thomas and 
Mamie.

“

Gravestones of Catherine (above) 
and her mother (right).

Death certificate of Mayne (Mamie) Leech, 
Catherine’s grand daughter, Ed’s grandmother.
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