Screen Use and Digital Media Policy
At Scallywags we are committed to providing a rich, active, and communication friendly environment. Whilst we recognise that digital technology plays a part in the modern world, our priority is to protect young children’s physical development, sleep and social interactions. This policy outlines our strict limits on screen use in line with national health and educational frameworks.

Screen Time Limits by Age
· Children under 2 years of age: Digital screens including tablets, televisions and smartphones will not be used at all during our settings hours. 
· Children aged 2 to 5 years of age: Total screen time will be strictly capped at a maximum of 15 minutes per day.

Principles of Use
· Content – All media must be high quality, age appropriate, slow paced and explicitly linked to early learning or language development. It will be advert free and free of scrolling and autoplay features. Video streaming platforms with algorithms (such as YouTube) are prohibited unless content is pre-vetted and downloaded. 
· Context – Screen use must always be a shared, social experience. Children are never left to use a device passively or alone. Background television or tablets are strictly prohibited.
· Co-regulation – Staff will actively sit with, talk to and guide children during screen use, using media as a prompt for conversation, questioning and real-world connection.

Physical Health and Well-being
· Screens will never be used during mealtimes, snack time or immediately before nap times.
· Device use must never replace outdoor play, physical activities or hands on sensory experiences.
· Staff will monitor children’s posture and viewing distance when they are interacting with a screen.

We shall be using the below from time to time as part of teaching only
Alpha blocks, Number jacks, BBC Bite Size Videos, BBC Teach, Mr Tumble, Topic related activities Remembrance Day, the nativity story, black history, science week etc and Indoor play exercise children’s activities



Screen Use and Assistive Technology for SEND children
We recognise that for children with Special Educational Needs (SEND) digital devices can be essential tools for communication, learning and inclusion. The strict screen time limits do not apply to assistive technologies that support a child’s specific learning, communication or physical needs.

· Augmentative and Alternative Communication (AAC) – Children who use tablets or dedicated communication devices to speak, express needs or interact will have unrestricted access to their devices throughout the day.
· Individualised Support Plans – Screen use for SEND children will be guided by their individual Education Plan (IEP), Health and Care plan (EHCP) or in close consultation with the setting’s SENCO and external specialists.
· Sensory Regulation – Where a device is used for sensory calming or emotional regulation, it must be planned, purposeful and monitored by a member of staff to avoid over stimulation or isolation from peers.

Staff and Personal Devices
· Staff are strictly prohibited from using personal mobile phones, smartwatches, or tablets in rooms where children are present, in accordance with our safeguarding and e-safety policy.
· Only setting owned, password protected devices may be used to document learning or display educational media. 

Partnership with Parents
· We share our screen use guidelines with parents to encourage a consistent approach to digital wellness at home

Use of Famly 
We use the Famly platform to document children’s learning, track development and communicate with parents. To ensure this does not distract from high quality care, staff must adhere to the following guidelines.
· Child-first focus – Staff must prioritise interacting and playing with children over documenting moments. Tablets should be used discreetly and efficiently.
· Batch Uploading – Where possible staff must take brief notes or take photos during the session, completing the uploads during designated non-contact time or quiet periods.
· Device Security – Famly may only be accessed via setting owned, password protected tablets or devices. Staff are strictly prohibited from downloading or logging into the Famly app on personal mobile phones or personal smart devices.
· Privacy and GDPR – Devices must be locked immediately after use. Photos and videos taken within Famly must never be shared outside the Famly ecosystem.

Please also refer to our E-Safety and Safeguarding Policies.

Signed on behalf of the pre-school ………………………………
Adopted on …………………………………………………………...






