CURRICULUM POLICY
At Scallywags, our curriculum is designed with the pre-school motto in mind 'Nurture, grow, succeed'. Our Aim is to provide a Safe Nurturing environment where ALL Children are valued to allow them to grow and develop to succeed. We do this by following the Revised Early Years Foundation Stage (EYFS) 2021
Intent

Our curriculum is therefore the cultural capital we know our pupils need so that they can gain the knowledge, skills and understanding they require for success. They can only do that if we embed the right habits for learning through the Characteristics of Effective Teaching and Learning – Play and Exploration, Active Learning and Creative and Critical Thinking.

We largely follow a child centred approach and follow the interest of the child.  Staff plan according to the children interests and needs to help them to build their learning over time.  We have more recently incorporated an ‘in the moment approach’.  This aids us in ‘tuning into’ the child and maintaining learning momentum. 

Throughout our setting, children can choose how and where they learn.  We provide them with practical yet playful support.  Staff create environments conductive to conversations and present them with challenges to extend their thinking. Children can learn through whole room activities, small circle time sessions and from one-to-one support.  Our staff work closely with outside education and healthcare professionals if children need additional support to progress.

At Scallywags we intend that our inclusive curriculum educates all the children in knowledge, skills and understanding, to be effective, inquisitive, curious, independent learners and influence their wider thinking across all areas of the curriculum.  The curriculum is designed to: recognise children’s prior learning from their experiences at home and sometimes previous settings, provide first-hand learning experiences, whilst allowing the children to build resilience, ambition, and integrity. 

Every child is recognised as a unique individual, and we celebrate and welcome differences within our pre-school community. We endeavour to give the children the Cultural Capital they need for future success i.e., giving each child the best start in life and the support that enables them to fulfil their full potential and achieve future success. We wish our children to believe in themselves and their abilities and capabilities, to belong to the pre-school learning community and the wider community and to become successful in their academic career and beyond.

Implementation 

We recognise that children will learn most effectively when they are healthy, safe, and secure, when their individual needs are met and when they have positive relationships with the adults who care for them. We aim to provide a setting that encompasses a safe and stimulating environment where children can enjoy learning and grow in confidence that helps them to achieve their fullest potential.

We ensure the content of the curriculum is differentiated to meet the needs of all learners and is taught in a logical progression so that children build on prior learning. 

Through observation and discussion, areas of need and next steps are identified for all children and a daily adult led activity planned to ensure good progress is made. We include interventions for groups or individuals when necessary.

There are also a range of stimulating and engaging activities which the children can access independently and a variety of opportunities for child-initiated play. 

High level involvement occurs most often when children can pursue their own interests in an enabling environment supported by skilled staff. Planning in the moment helps to make this possible. The adults are there to facilitate learning. They do this through observations and interactions.

Our adults know the children very well and have a sound understanding of child development. This ensures that the adults enhance and extend the learning at the appropriate level.

Our outdoor area is used all year round and in most weather conditions. Children have daily opportunities to access the outdoor environment which also enables them to increase their levels of physical activity. At Scallywags, the outdoor learning environment is seen as an extension of the classroom within which children are encouraged to use and apply their newly acquired knowledge and skills through outdoor learning opportunities that also engages all pupils in a positive way with their local, natural environment.

Impact

The impact of our curriculum can be measured by the way in which our children are inspired and excited about their learning. We work to ensure our children develop into confident and positive learners, who are excited by new challenges and not put off by difficulty.

We believe that every child is unique – they all have the potential to achieve; and our broad, varied curriculum allows every child to excel now and, in the future, based upon their own personal strengths and interests. 

From their different starting points, all children will make good progress academically, emotionally, creatively, socially, and physically. Knowledge, understanding and skills will be secured and embedded so that children attain highly and are fully prepared for their next stage of education and beyond. 

Organisation and Planning
· The Curriculum leader is responsible for the day-to-day organisation of the curriculum, ensuring that keyworkers are fully trained in all curriculum areas and child development.
· We have 6 focus children a week – we receive input from the parents/carer the week before and this helps us to plan for those children the following week.

· We have an ‘in the moment approach’.  This aids us in ‘tuning into’ the child and maintaining learning momentum.
· A learning walk takes place twice a week.
· The adult led activities are planned to support the children in the areas they are not on target in.
· An amalgamation of evidence and knowledge of children’s learning is used to build up the children’s individual learning journey’s and these are discussed termly to see if the children are on track. 

· Interventions are put into place if needed. 
· Where appropriate early years pupil premium is applied for to support and enhance the children’s learning and development.

Caterpillar Curriculum Goals
•
Begin to become Independent

•
Speak with 2-3 words

•
Follow Simple instructions

•
Good listening and attention 

•
Make lines and marks

•
Begin to use the potty
Butterfly Curriculum Goals

•
Able to share and take turns

•
Be independent in toileting

•
Be able to put own coat on/Dress with some support

•
Able to make their own choices

•
To be able to talk about their own experiences, talk about what they are doing and       confidently ask and answer questions

•
Confident to have a go and try things

•
Begin to make mark to represent their name/Talk about their drawings
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