TRANSITION POLICY
At Scallywags, we believe that we should prepare children for entering each stage of their learning and we have developed this policy to ensure continuity of learning and a smooth transition for each child.

We acknowledge the following transitional stages as. 

· Home to Pre-School 
· Caterpillar Room to Butterfly Room

· Pre-school to Nursery/Reception

We believe that best early year’s practice sees learning as a continuum and that our role is to smooth the way between the child’s home experience and the EYFS. Transition is managed in a thoughtful and planned way, taking account of the needs of each individual child.

Transition into Scallywags

When a family expresses an interest in the preschool, they will be invited to come in for a visit at a convenient time for both parties. The family will be shown around the pre-school as well as given information and directed to the website. A registration form will be completed, any necessary funding information will be gained, and allocated days and hours will be agreed. A welcome pack is given to all families once they have started.  
Starting pre-school is a big step and we aim to make it as smooth as possible for the children and families. Detailed information on any needs of the child is collected before starting at Scallywags. A key worker will be assigned to the child and an on-entry booklet is filled in with the key worker and parent. This is used to help us gain as much knowledge about the child so we can establish the starting point in their learning and development.
Settling In 

If needed, we encourage parents to stay with their child as part of the settling in process. The amount of these visits will be dependent on the individual child and led and guided by parents/carers and key person. We are happy for children to bring a favourite toy, comfort item or other transitional object with them from home. We collect information at point of entry about any other professionals who are involved with the child and family. We may also need to ask for parental permission to work with other professionals, to ensure that the setting is ready to meet the child’s care, health, physical, emotional, social, and learning needs.

Sharing information

The environment in our setting reflects the needs and interests of each child. We use observation and assessment to plan for each child’s learning and development. All those involved with the child share this information. Learning Stories show a child’s interests, learning, development and progress through observations and photos. We encourage parents to add information to their child’s Learning Story through our parent point and Parent focus sheets. We operate an open-door policy and promote communication with families by using a variety of methods, for example, a newsletter, facebook, parents whatsapp group, parental consultation meetings, parents’ events, outings and parent point.
Transition from Caterpillars to Butterflies

Scallywags is divided into 2 areas. The Under 2’s and 2year olds are in the caterpillar area and the 3- and 4-year-olds are in the butterfly area.

During their time in the caterpillar area the children are integrated with the butterflies at various times of the daily routine such as snack time and outdoor play. During these times the butterfly key workers build relationships with the caterpillars and the children get used to being in the different environment. Therefore, this enables their transition to be a smoother process once they turn 3 or their development requires early transition.
Transition from Pre-school into school 
We aim to make transition into any new setting from our Pre-school as fluid, positive and smooth as possible.
1. Teacher visits - We welcome and encourage teacher visits to our setting so that they can observe the child in their learning and play, begin to build a relationship with the child and liaise with the key person about the child’s interests, background, and development needs. 
2. Discussions with children - We help our children to explore positive ideas about school by positive discussions in circle times, introducing ‘school’ role-play materials during the summer term, reading stories about starting school, listening, and responding to the children and their thoughts.
3. Childrens self-independence – We encourage the children to become as independent as possible with there everyday care, e.g health and hygiene needs, communicating own wants/needs, getting dressed and managing snacks/lunch etc.
4. Practitioners Links to Schools - We have a transfer form that details information about the unique child including their interests, current developmental needs, routines, and requirements. Learning stories and tracking documentation is passed on to schools and if appropriate discussed with new teachers. 
This policy was adopted at a meeting of the pre-school held on 08.10.18.
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