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BLACKBIRD ADVENTURES
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Sherps in the. - harbour are safe, but ~thatod

Sail on the South Seas, swim crystal waters,
volcanoes, dive blackbirding shipwrecks, learr
documentaries, visit former recruiting location
kindegartens & community buildings, help wor

play a round of golf, dine & fine wine, horse r

game fi1 shing, a gal

What-"s Your ADVENTU RE?
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Wanted: 1 Tall Ship
Why:To hel p take the | ol

Needed: $1 Million

info@blackbird.vu
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| HAVE NEVER WATCHED so much soccer
in my entire life . What a treat! The
Blackbird Soccer Challenge on Ambrym

exceeded everyoneds exple

challenges faced, money raised, the
community spirit and the excitement. Itis
yet another moment | will never forget.

This edition we focus on Amb ~ rym. A
sunken hospital, volcano and football
Planning is already underway for the next
Blackbird Soccer Challenge in West
Ambrym with it expanding into other
sporting, cultural and arts  events. A canoe
race, volleyball, boxing and Island dress
competition will feature in what is to

become one of West Ambrly

and cultural events each year. Keep
December free!

The Blackbird Soccer Challenge has a Iso
started discussions on additional festivals
including North Ambrym, Melekula and in
Port Olry, Espiritu Santo that will include a
bareback horse race on the beautiful sand

beach.
Our FINDING FAMILY BLONG YUMI E
program has taken a lot of twists and t urns

with the unexpected, the unheard and the
unsaid. We meet families in Vanuatu
seeking our assistance  for their grand
mot her 6s - of&boiigingl origin from
Australia!

Our UNKNOWN ISLANDER  E project
aims to search for and record locations of
lost South Sea Islanders, whether
shipwrecked at sea, buried on a cane farm
or sent to the wrong island.

| TELL MY STORY . Starting with
Paramount Chief Willie Bongmatur , whom
more than 10 years ago was instrumental
in the search for my ancestors. A jou rney
that takes my family back to no les s than
four different islands throughout Vanuatu.
A story that shows just how small the world
really can be.

Get your passport out and all geared up
because we have an exciting new range of
expeditions, adventure s and events around
the pacific to get you out of your seat. The

bid for Vanuatuds first

competition heats up, as does the
expansion of Blackbird Events with more
sporting and cultural festivals on the
drawing board.

This edition has plent y of ways for you to
get involved and plenty of competitions.
Send us your story, yarns, favourite
picture, best recipe or a little bit about your
team, family or community to be in the
running for some great prizes.

You have been asking for it and we have
set the ball in motion with the search  for
the top 24 songs from throughout Australia
and the South Pacific about before time and
blackbirding for  our new Blackbird Album
for release later this year.

Blackbird has also launched a new Black
Feather E wine selection, with all profits
going into our projects and some very
collectable editions. We also want you to
join Blackbird in the work we do, perhaps a
member, supporter, volunteer or writer.

I

The aim of the recent Wontok
conference in Bundaberg is to set up a
National Representative Body for
Austealfan SouttsSea Islamders. | look
forward to this bodyos
our programs and the expansion of our
key project Finding Family Blong Yumi.

To date, Blackbird h as not received a
single dollar of government funding  and
whilst we think this  has been hard work,
we have to remind ourselves it was not
as hard as the work our old people did!

AHow many | umps of HA
would you I|like in vy
mdés key sporting

However, our expansion of the  Finding
Family Blong Yumi program requires
funding from the government and private
sector to enable us to provide the
resources w e need on the ground.

We are again seeking supporters for
our Tall Ship Campaign and our
ultimate goal of bringing our tall ship to
fruition by the end of the year. So too,
our historic Torres Strait pearling lugger
Antonia  desperately needs your help.

Please consider your involvement and
support in our work, the work of your
local organisation and in projects
throughout the South Pacific .| would like
to acknowled ge all those who came
before us and those who struggled for us
to get our recognition.

We acknowledge those who continue to
represent us so passionately, w ho work
hard in our communities and keep our
communities and families strong.

For all of us who have lost a loved one
this year our thoughts, prayers and
blessings are with you all.

Thankyou Tumas, Big Esso and Siba den
Sonia Minniecon -Smith
Founderand  Chairwomen

L eague AUSTRALIA

Telephone +61 400 441 440
PO Box 3110, North Mackay, Queensland, Australia 4740
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VANUATU

Telephone +678 5484 711
PO Box 755 . Luganville, Espiritu Santo, Vanuatu

www.blackbird.vu



STORIAN Blbhg Yu WIN! WITH YOUR STORIAN

Send your STORY  or PICTURE  via email at
info@blackbird.vdor the chance to win a Blackbird Soccer
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ow I could
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Hope to hear from You soon,

Sincerely, DN
Samoa Dear Blackbird
To whom it may concern: RE: Schooner Saucy Lass
My interest is |
RE: Finding Family N the Schooner Sa
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family re-connect with family in Vanuatu. They took great care with our personal family History,

mformation by keeping us informed and mvolved at all times, Blackbird has been able to give
us photographs, video mterviews and even a custom story which has helped to confirm our
own family storses and filled m some missing pieces. We now have some fanuly connections
i our homeland, something we have been trying to do for many years. Very exciting times
ahead for our family, thanks to Blackbird.
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of the first group ofpaCtiiic islanders

blackbirded to Queensland.

end in photos of your family,
3 f origin, your grandparents,
acejof significal piece of
ery or clothi en, a
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An amazing shot of a pod of dolphingaken from our
vessel 300m from shore at Craig Cove.

inner picked to receive a beautiful
orial of Papua New Guinea by

Above: Michael engages warriors frm the Gaua Custom
Village. Or vice




My story. H ow it started with one paramount"v
CHIEF and ended with another

-~ p

L¢Qf
Bongmatur is waiting for me at the airport.

He had heard of my existence. Well, henew& 2 dz ¢ K| (i

2F Y& 3INJI y RriEd, theksfonpora

a LaBddPar&mount Chief Willie  Blackbird has called 2012 théear for

finding Familyso | would like to share with

Sehraha Ithope that some of you would read

alYsS Aa GNXzS T2

¢ KS
wherel have used both our oral history and
historical records to track down our

ancestry.a® Y2(iKSNDRA
Vanuatu goes back at least three
generations My grandmother was born in
Queenslanchowever her parents were not.
She had one sibling, who through
circumstanceshat effected many families,
was given a different surname due to a

02yy SOl

LQ@S dzy 02 @S NisuRdergtgnding sThroyghetiopg orat

history we have found that both great

his disappearance, and had been waiting for this and it will encourage you to keep going 9grandparents come from East Ambae (also

a long time for this day to comel on the
20KSNJ KIFYRZ RARYyQi
grand man was, what place he had in the
Vanuatu society, let alone my own family,
vilage and historyl § g1 a 2

in your search. You may find we could be

F dohrecedandbibddférant iffdematiok B

share.
I have been lucky that there have been

&S domei ik ryfamiowEbrdv begun the

That was more than ten years ago. Since search for my ancestors and found out
then this grand chief has passed on, leaving anformation that now could be lost.

legacy, writings, history and children who area 2 NB

now, as always were, a closely connected
family to my grandfather on Ambrym. You
see theycome from Wakon village, a little
more than an hour away by canoe and a
small walk. Previously their village was

GKFy uwn &SI NE |
my Uncle Robreturned to Craig Cove, West
Ambrym to find outabout where his father
(and my grandfather) came from.

| believe that through much discussion and
conferring with chiefs and elders they found

[2y82t62tZ FTNBY ¢ KA O Hurdaindctioh. ANV His $aiily and many

grandfather came from. For years before
time they have married amongst my people
in Fali and Tenak village, West Ambrym.

others in the wider Minniecon clan have
gone back to reconnect.
MyadzyQa &A&0SNE

know as Oba, Aoba Island).
{i My Ggandfather was born on Gaua, his
marriage certifiate names a specific village
whichstill exists today Other information
has also provided us a link to other families
from the same village, whose own search is
similar to my own. Going badkter this year
wil proyige mare iRfeirgation.N2 G K S NJ
| believe tkat many of our aoestas tried
to maintain contact wherg@ossible with
their fellow islanderslt is apparent that
some may have tried to follow the same
marriage traditions here in Queensland that
they had on their islands of origin.
All of a suddenam realising how | am
related to someone or a certain family in

s K Sy Queenglandgget thesexfgmiligs greialsp n Q &

If I had my time again all those years ago| | travelled to Vanuatu to find our relatives as| connected back in the Islands.uGamily
would have asked him a thousand questions.well as some older cousins on that branch of ties are particularly strong in Bundaberg,

| would have asked my own father two
GK2dzal yR Y2NB
is still alive seems to now relish in the fact
that she is a constargounding board and
information portal for all things South Sea
Islander, particularly the old days in
Rockhampton, Queensland, Australia.

Some years latethe Minniecon family
farewelled the loss of a great woman, my
Fdzydiez G(KS
daywe lost an entire generation. This first
generation Australian South Sea Islander
family, ny fatherand all 14 of his siblings
had nowpassed.

It adually scares me to think thathave no
paternal aunties or uncles left on this lmeh
of my family tree an am nowwart of the
oldest living generation. With this sense of
realisation | developed an even stronger

our ever growing tree. Many others have

a life changing experience.
So what hae | found? | like many of you

Rockhampton, Mackay and Cairns and

i dzS a ( A BoyieibXck ahd | hape ihdaysnare gk &s it is SPread far and wide throughouhe entire

country.
Whilst my story had a sombre beginning |

have come across a web of connectivity that am happy to say that | have a very big

goes back ongwo or three generations.

¢ KN2 dzZ3 K 8 azlad¥dcorded € Q
history (Queenslan8irths, Deatls &
Marriages records)it has showmmy

f I &1 CGhthat)y grandfathieros ilathe B & & &dmR S

Ambrym Island. His parents names link
directly back to custom naes on West
Ambrym. Some of mytdR Q &
custom names dg found on West Ambrym,
and nowhere else.

Queenslandecords show a name, the same
as my great grandfaer, listed on a register
of Pacific Islanders arriving at Maryborough
Ay GKS f1GS mynnQao

sense of finding out and sharing as much as lhis movements throughout his lifejatches

can about my family, how they lived and
where we came from. Just as importadg
we have living relatives back on the islands
of our origin?| know there are many of us
who share a similar story.

our family oral historyhis connedbn and
our lineage match.

Records show he is froRentecost Island.
His name links him, still today, directly to a
certain area of the Island.

extended family and in that | have those wh
| call and who | have a relationship with like |
would an Aunty or Uncle. As well as having
similar relatioxships with family in the wider
Australian South Sea Islander, Aboriginal and
Torres Strait Islander community.

On Ambrym where our connection is

a A ad s steng; andgwhergghe gelationship system is

different to ours | have others whoalso call
mother, father, Olfala and uncland who
care for me as such, and more uncles,
aunties, sisters and brothers that | could ewt
want for. And that is the one of the greatest
gifgs yonrgceiverRVifep seehiRg fa angd ( 2 NB
finding family.

| have not yet completed msearch and |
imagine that | will uncover more information
that will raise questions and | may even
jdzSadAz2y Y& 26y TFTAYRAY3
suppose what searctor familyis about.
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" Blackbirding  in the main began
in Australia w ith Sydney
parliamentarian and merchant,
Captain Robert Towns who imported
South Sea Islanders coinciding with
the birth of the sugar industry in the
new colony of Queensland.

However, Captain Ben Boyd is the
first acknowledged blackbirder
bringing 18 3 men, 7 women and 2
boys in 1947 from the Loyalty Islands
and New Hebrides on three separate
voyages.

Recruiting in Australia ended
following an Act of Parliament in
1904 but continued on for a number
of years.

From 1863 to 1904 Queensland
sugar and cotton plantations,
pearling and fishing vessels and
domestic households  were worked by
South Sea Islanders who were
recruited i or more accurately during
the Blackbird fédrbpao
men who were, and are still known
today as Blackbirder s.

62,000 Islanders were brought to
Queensland from the Solomon
Islands, Vanuatu and Papua New
Guinea. A small number of labourers
came from the Polynesian and
Micronesian islands such as Tonga,
Kiribati and Tuvalu.

farms,

B Y —— ~
. ;“amﬁia?joarec uite .
"~ Northern Solomons, Vanuatu

[ Suri tﬁg time Fiji also

from Vai

HOcted consistent regrumn
uatd, Solom

Rotuma '.:.f!u

Islands. Ger

,A,".J

N P

and other parts of the South Pacific
as did plantation owners in New
Caledonia.

Peruvian blackbirders also
conducted a series of devastating
slave raids, which significantly
depopulated Polynesian and
Micronesian Islands in just two
years between 1862 and 1863.

The recruiter s themselves,
including ships captains and their
crew came from all over the world
including France, Scotland, England,
Australia, Spain, Germany and
America. The ship owners were
Australian businesses including CSR
(Colonial Sugar Refinery), Burns
Philp, politicians, plantation owners
and even one Queensland Premier.

The fate of these Islanders is
varied and many, from returning to
their island after their term to
Faving a quacessful life in their new
country with many children and
grandchildren.

Others being lost at sea,
murdered or shipwrecked and
completely unaccounted for. Either
way, there are many that have not
found their family,
where they ended up, nor know

where thev come from.
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ny-question
to thelr father
andfather uncle am

Did they have ch

granchildren? Did they make the
journey? Where did they go? What
happened to them?

Similarly in Queensland and Fiji,
the decendants of those recruited
may now have hundreds of family
members from a
seek their own information about
which Island or village their
grandfather or grandmother came
from and what the vill  age is like
today. Do they remember?

Australian South Sea Islanders
seek to reunite with family members
of those that remain in their original
village and to take the journey home.

It is widely accepted that whilst the
majority of Australian and Fij ian South
Sea Islanders have some very general
knowledge of where their grandparents
came from in a broader sense, (ie:
somewhere in Vanuatu or Solomon
Islands) in the majority of cases they

dondét know their
names and customs, their f ~ amilies and
have had little or no contact.

Blackbird is operating the Finding

Family Blong Yumi program in
Australia, Vanuatu, Solomon Islands,
d Bijnadd New @atendonia as a free
service and to date has still not
received any government funding.
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The labour schooner  Helena , built
in 1874 in New Zealand, recruited
from the New Hebrides and the
Solomon Islands for Queensland
sugar plantations for many years.

On 31 % July 1899, Helena was
wrecked on the Wide Bay Bar at the
southern end of Fraser Island. She
had been wa iting for the weather to
improve after leaving Maryborough
onthe 26 " July with four returning
labourers . The wind dropped as
Helena attempted to cross the bar
and she drifted onto the beach off
the southern tip of Fraser Island.

A 1996 report in the Courier Mail
stated that an anchor was caught in
the net of a fishing trawler in
February of that year. Comparisons
were made between the anchor and
the picture above and it is believed
it belongs to the former recruiter.

Blac kbird Adventures has been
on the hunt for the final resting
ground of this notorious recruiting
schooner to provide evidence for
the Queensland Historic Shipwreck
Survey being undertaken by the
Department of Environment and
Resource Management.

Sonars of the area are going to be
undertaken later in the year of the
many wrecks scattered in the area.
Blackbird is hoping a suitable match
of the size of Helena is picked up by
sonar, enabling investigative dives
to gather information about the
wreck and con firm her origin

10

Any timbers that survive may
provide a match to timbers that
were used by the New Zealand ship
builders to provide further evidence
of her existence and resting place.
No lives were | ost. There is no
treasure. There is however a past.

Blackbird is currently gathering
photographs, records, crew and
owner information, ports, recruits
and any information the public may
have in her history or final resting
place. If your family is involved
somehow, as an original recruit,
owner, crew, agent or supercargo,
we urge you to participate and
provide your information for this
valuable project.

Our FINDING HELENA project is
not just about Helena . Itis a 10
year project to document a nd
record as many vessels involved in
the recruiting trade. The aim is to
provide detailed information on
each vessel, the recruiting history,
notable events and circumstances,
owners and agents and as much
information as possible about the
final resting place of each ship.

Helena.

Schooner, 126 tons.

Photo courtesy John Oxley Library

Blackbird Adventures aims to
locate shipwrecks from known sites
throughout Queensland, Torres
Straits, Papua New Guinea,
Solomon Islands and Vanuatu.

The initial target sites are those
locations that are recorded to have
a loss of life from the wreck. These
sites were and will always remain
the final resting place, not just of
the ship, butalso lost members of
the South Sea Islander community
and c rew that never made it.

Our UNKNOWN ISLANDER
project aims to ensure that these
gravesites  are recorded and help
us to learn the origin, history and
names of the recruits lost to the sea
so that some recogni  tion can be
given to their life.

We are also on the hunt to find if
one last labour vessel still exists
somewhere in the world today!

If you would like to become
involved through research, dive
expeditions or have information you
can share about any labour vessel
please contact us via email:
adventures@blackbird.vu

Masters, McQuaker,

1882, Grahl 1883, A. Turner 1884, Connell 1888, W. R.

Reynolds 1895-6, G. McArthur 1896, J. Doig, W. R.
Reynolds 1897, W. R. Reynolds 1898, 99, 1891, 94, 95.
Mate and several men killed Am-

J. Doig, 1892, 1895.

bryn October 1888 (Pageant of Pacific).
from trade October 1898, owners having decided to sell
(“Courier,” 24/8/97, 6/10/98).
31/7/99, on her 30th voyage, the only one, it is said, on
which she was not insured. Reynolds, master, severely
censured by Marine Board (“Courier,” 6/9/99).

Withdrawn
Wrecked Wide Bay,
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Photo courtesy John Oxley Library

More than 62,000 people were
brought to Australia, many more to Fiji,
New Caledonia, Samoa and Papua New
Guinea. How many more were
shipwrecked, killed , lost at sea, died of
disease or never seen again?

The Peruvian slave raids were some of
the most de vastating of all. Between
1862 and 1864, 3,634 Polynesians were
stolen from their Islands to work as
slaves on the guano mines in Peru.

Less than four short years after the
raid, only 257 of the recruited Islanders
survived, with 3,215 dead as a direc t
result of the raids. To add further insult,
the sickness and disease introduced by
slavers resulted in the deaths of a
further 2,950 people who had not even
left their island. 6,000 dead in 6 years!

What happened to the memory of
these Islanders who ¢ ame from the Cook
Islands, Easter Island, Niue, Samoa,
Tuvalu and Kiribati?

What has happened to the Islanders
buried on cane fields throughout Fiji and
Samoa? Who knows of the location of
graves on Queensland plantations?

Many oral histories an  d family stories
tell of those lost before they landed;
those lost before their time expired,;
those lost on the way home.

B 1 a c k bWnkndvindslander
program is designed to raise awareness
of the many South Sea Islanders
missing, lost and unaccounted f or.
Those lost at sea, resting on un -
identified shipwrecks on reefs and atolls
throughout the South Pacific.

The labour schooner  Peri was one of
many stories of loss of life at sea. The
ships manifest and register of recruits is
still yetto  be identified but on one trip
alone, only 13 of the 80 recruited
Islanders made it ashore.

In February of 1871, Captain John
Moresby, Commander of HMS Basilisk ,
was sailing inside the Great Barrier Reef
on his way to undertake survey work in
the seas su rrounding New Guinea.

On 5" February, just off Cardwell, the
masthead man reported
a h e a dCaplain Moresby, strongly
opposed to the trade, hoped she did not
belong to a kidnapper.

The manner of sailing suggested to
the trained mariner that all was not well.
Getting no response from raising the
ensign, she was boarded and the scene
on board was one of extreme horror.

Her few living souls were Aliving
skeletons, creatures dazed with fear and
mort al weaknessé some
alive, and the sleeping figures were
dead bodies, fast losing shape of
humanity, on a deck f

The name of the vessel had been
whitewashed out, and only after much
scrubbing were Captain More s by 0 s

able to read the letters across the stern
- the labour schooner  Peri.

It transpired that 3 months earlier the
labour vessel Nukulow had brought a
cargo of some 180 kidnapped Solomon
Islandersto Rewa River, Fiji where 100
were sold by auctio  n to planters from
between £10 and £15 a head.

6Sail rig

n

Labour Schooner Perr
.

L e
'Q

The remaining 80 were transferred to
the schooner Peri, in the charge of three
white men and a Fijian crew, to be taken
to plantations on other islands in Fiji

A dispute about food between the
starved Islanders and the ill -tempered
white cook led to him being thrown
overboard. The remaining two whites
and the Fijian crew were rushed and
also met the same fate.

As the Islanders did not know how to
sail su ch a large vessel, Peri drifted for

h four weeks over 1,800 miles and never
touched bottom,  all the way through the
Great Barrier Reef Peri had long run
out of water, food and had suffered 67
deaths not counting the original crew
when she was found. Many were buried
at sea at unknown coordinates, at the
mercy of tide and time.

Captain Moresby took  Peri to Moreton
Bay and was preparing to take her to
Sydney when the Queensland

wGovemmentdriedetd intervene saying
she was not a labour vessel but a Fijian
prison ship and should be returned to

uthe Fijlan Golvernménb o d Peéri was
eventually wrecked on 13 ™ June 1877
near the Breaksea Spit.

en

Do you have an UNKNOWN

ISLANDER story or know about a shipwreck
that may have lost lives? Do you know of graves,
historical or heritage sites that need to be
protected and identified?
Contact the Unknown Islander projecttoday at

info@blackbird.vu
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Built in 1956 in Brisbane anownedboat
builders Norman Wright & SonrANTONIA A99
sailed into the finaperiod of the Torres Straits
pearling industry. She was not the last lugger
built but she is certainly one of the most famou

ANTONIAvas built for Jack Zafer (trading as
Whyalla Shell Company) who used the vessel
pearling operations arouhTorres Strait over a
long period until the 1970s, along with a sister
vessel built a year or so later namadINIKI
ANNIKA98was recently made famous in the
movieAustraliastarring Nicole Kidman and Hug
Jackman taking the children to Mission Island.

He commissioneANTONIAs his first
purposebuilt pearl shelling boat. Jack and his
friend Phil Rose, an engineer, discussed the ty.
of vessel required with Ron Wright in Brisbane
who then designed th&NTONIAJack chose
Norman Wright's yard to budlANTONIA
because of their reputation as builders of fine
boats.

A sturdy Gardner engine was ordered for
ANTONIAut the ship bringing it from England
was grounded on the Arabian coast, and with
the engine presumed lost, a replacement
Gardner was boug from a local fishing vessel
and put intoANTONIAAfter the launching,
Zafer, with Phil Rose, sailed and motored the
boat north to Thursday Island to begin work.

The two sisteishipsANTONIANd ANNIKthen
worked the pearling fields in the Torresat for
almost two decadesANTONIAvas the fastest
lugger to operate in the Torres Strait and was
incorporated into Torres Strait Islander culture
and history in traditional songbat survive to
the present.

Between them ANTONIA&NdANNIKbrought
in record quantities of pearl shell, both having
skilled Torres Strait Islander skippers and crew

ANTONIAvas skippered by Frances Sabatino an
holds the record for the most pearl shell collecte
in one trip- twenty-two tons (22 tonnes)when
the average for a whole season was around
twenty tons.

The nameANTONIAs pronounced 'afT ONEEa'
forbecause of the family's Greek origins. Jack Zafe
father-in-law had been a Greek merchant seama
whose name was Antoni (pronounced-A®Nee),
or Anthony in English. However holding to the
tradition of a female name for a boat, Antoni was

S.

ANNIKlWwas acombination of Anne and Nick,
Jack's two older children, whilst the youngest ch
was named Anthony, so all the Zafer children ar

peconnected to their father's boats.

ANTONIAs one of the few surviving lageeriod
Thursday Islan&earling Luggersnd is a craft
designed and built bidorman Wright and Sont
is closely connected to éfinal period of pearling

the end of the evolution of the Thursday Island
pearling lugger as a saigged working craft.

ANTONIAvas designed in 1956 by Ron Wright
and built in Queensland by Norm&h Wright's
firm of boat builders (lateNorman Wright and
Son$ at Bulimba, on the Brisbane River. It is
wooden construction, gaff rigged as a ketch with
an auxiliary motor and was used in the pearling
industry, working out of Thursday Island for man
years

ANTONIAs a good example of the typical
construction and layout of a pearling lugger and
working craft of that period. Th&0ft long carvel
planked hull is laid out with internal bulkheads
separating the holds and the accommodation aft
There is a small cabin ditheinternal ballast is
made up of loosely packed river stones.

s Please contact us if you have the ability to save

h changed to Antonia, the Greek feminized version.

r

=)

Id

P

operations in the Torres Strait area and represents

y

who worked on them over many years.
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this historic vessel.

PROJECT Pearling LuggeANTONIA

DETAILS

WHO

COST

TARGET

DONATE

Preservatior& restoration of historic
Torres Strait pearlinlyggerAntonia

Government programs, philanthropists,
individuals, businesses, schools, non
profits, rotaries, councils.

From & per person. Buy a bottle of
Pearl Divemport and enjoy yourself.
$50,000 is even better.

$500,000give or take!

Anything you can. Government
programs or relevant grants that may
assist are most welcome.

If you want something in return,
contact us about sponsorship, wine
paclkages, ceramics, model replicas,
artworks & pearls for the better half.

CONTACT adventures@blackbird.vu



http://203.35.183.199/emuseum/code/emuseum.asp?emu_action=advsearch&rawsearch=EventName/,/is/,/Pearling%20Luggers/,/false/,/true&moduleid=7%20&newprofile=ARHVEvents&newstyle=single
http://203.35.183.199/emuseum/code/emuseum.asp?emu_action=advsearch&rawsearch=DisplayName/,/is/,/Norman%20Wright%20and%20Sons/,/false/,/true&moduleid=2%20&newprofile=ARHVPeople&newstyle=single
http://203.35.183.199/emuseum/code/emuseum.asp?emu_action=advsearch&rawsearch=DisplayName/,/is/,/Norman%20Wright%20and%20Sons/,/false/,/true&moduleid=2%20&newprofile=ARHVPeople&newstyle=single
http://203.35.183.199/emuseum/code/emuseum.asp?emu_action=advsearch&rawsearch=DisplayName/,/is/,/Norman%20Wright%20and%20Sons/,/false/,/true&moduleid=2%20&newprofile=ARHVPeople&newstyle=single
mailto:adventures@blackbird.vu

Geoff Hayes takes us on his journey to Fali
Village, West Ambrym,

An ocean swim just before dawn at
Craig Cove down from the small
village of Fali, must surely rate as
one of the most simplistic, blissful
and enjoyable experiences one
could ever hope for.

As | float | am energised by the
occasional burst of hot water bubbling
from the springs that permeate their
way from the depths of
crust.  As the first rays of day peek
above the high sombre hills to the east
my eyes scan the jetty that once was.

Now only a jumble of rocks and cement

this platform served as a vital lifeline for

south -west Ambrym. It is hard to

imagine the power of sea and wind that

could toss giant blocks of concrete

around as though pebbles washed up by
gentle waves. The rusting hulk of a
cargo carrier wreck defines the futility of
mands endeavours
naturebés outburst.

The warm springs serve as a reminder
of the deep forces within the bowels of
the earth that caused massive erupt ions
from volcanoes sitting not so many
miles distant inland. The contrast of
these violent forces and the love shown
by the local Ni i Van families brings me
to a state of both deep awe and
humility. | meditate on the stark
contrast that exists between ma nods
cruelty and how this action serves as the
origin of a powerful outpouring of love
and emotion.

Family folklore is that one of my
forefathers served as crew on a sailing
ship that bought convicts to Australia.
Could it be possible that one of my
ance stors was partly responsible for the
unimaginable horror of the slave trade
that existed between New Hebrides and
Australia and ultimately, the reason for
my visit to this village? This village of
Fali so delicately nestled between
mountain and sea.

By subterfuge and callous acts young
men and women were stolen from the
bosom of their families and taken
thousands of miles to Queensland and
forced to labour on newly established
sugar cane farms.

Now 150 years later, Sonia, a beautiful
des cendant of one this stolen generation
is to be a bride in a privileged custom
wedding ceremony being married to my
affable nephew Michael.

_ hat |
again thesttt;vrh%p Icr,?ﬂ r faiifies 18 ie

|

Since the return of her uncle many
years ago, the village of Fali has been a
Laich to Sahia, dthiint her ba ck with
an unguenchable desire to reconnect
with the family of her ancestors, the
essence of her being. With the
invaluable assistance of Michael who
shares similar values, this reconnection
was the catalyst for a venture to
reconcile the stolen generation
true heritage.

Adopting the name applied to the
slave trade Blackbird , Michael and Sonia
began ine will be a Jifelong

with their

reconciled to their true heritage and long
lost families.  Finding families blong
yumi. Making my way back to our
guesthouse | could not help but wonder
at the hospitality of the Fali village

family.
Our oO6guest housebo
someonebs real house

us for our visit. | could not really find

out whose house it actually was however
| suspected that the owners were the
folk sleeping on matting outdoors and
who unobtrusively swept the cottage
during the day. This generosity was
typical of kindness shown by the
families.

The flightinaY -12 aircraft from Port
Villa to Craig Cove was an adventure in
itself. The scenery of rugged mountains,
dense vegetation and an intriguing
coastline was breathtaking. In
comparison Google earth presents only a
sterile snapshot.

We landed on a narrow airstr ip with
ocean as a backstop. Many of the local
families had gathered and the
atmosphere was electric with excitement
and anticipation. For once in my life |
could know the feeling of being truly
treated like royalty. Even Prince Charles
had not experience d this!

A short walk to Fali and we were
greeted by hundreds of locals including
many important guests and dignitaries.
The ladies were truly beautiful in their
bright island dresses.

was
ma diteakes veay ilitile dirhel tcefall into the

Each wedding guest was presented
with leis and a seven - piece string band
played stirring lively music that had the
power to make your feet move.
Welcoming speeches followed with
Pastor Bruno Taliban translating for
those of us not fluent in Bislama.
Following the main welkam ceremony
we were escorted to Sonia
clan | eader, affectionate
Fell ad and the Paramount
Village welcomed us with a speech that
was dignified and sincere. The sentiment
was reinforced by ah  uge banner that
read i

WELCOME TO YOU ALL TENAK
FAMILY FROM AUSTRALIA BACK TO
YOUR ANCESTORS LAND. FEEL FREE
I THIS IS YOUR HOME T THE
PEOPLE ARE YOUR FAMILIES
actually

village lifestyle. The desire for western
luxuries diminishes replaced by a pace
of life that infuses calm and an inner
sense of wellbeing. Granted, we had
been spared the hard work necessary to
maintain a subsistence lifestyle. It is
quite apparent that the serenity of
village life needs to be seen in the light
of the lack of health and educational
facilities.

The generosity of the village was
humbling. The evening before our
departure everyone gathered in the long
house for formal speeches of farewell
and the presentation of carvings to each
gue st. In return, what more could be
said to these wonderful people than
sipaden, sipaden. Your family blong my
family 1 my family blong your family.

At the airport next morning the local
families lined up to farewell us as we
made our way to the plane. Our sadness
on leaving was more than matched by
our new familyds
leave. The Old Fella took my hand in
both of his. A man with the humility to
publicly shed atear - he was certainly
not alone.

sadness
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TOP 20 Wags To
T INVOLVLE. D

B lackbird has put together our top 2 ways to get involved in projects throughout the South Padififor individuals, families,
Chiefs, Elders, businesses, governments, philanthropists, photojournalists, artists, musicians, students, schools, churches,
community groups and volunteers.

GIVE MONEY e SOIGIORLS

Au;;;;s«-w'"""mmauonalm
It buys things. Sheets of iron , finding family, paying staff, solar S, o et
lights, med ical supplies, birthing kits... Even donated goods cost Snceasn T’MC |r }Jam
money - storage |, shipping containers, freight , insurance and getting "v-Vanua(uYumlB Ong

woamaton Fealng

on the ground where it is intended . See page 34 for more details. i Pt

SPONSOR A STUDENT

-&m,n nul "_‘
School fees are one of the biggest challenges to education in the
South Pacific. Sponsor a student in Vanuatu from $2 per day. Annual
school fees start at $600AUD equivalent to 3 months wages.
Eventual aim? Fr ee education for all. See page 18 for more details.

Tall Ship BLACKBIRD

Join our campaign to raise $1 Million for the launch of Tall Ship

Blackbird and take the journey home. Tall Ship Blackbird will travel
throughout the South Pacific and Australian waters finding families,

conducting expeditions, adventures and youth leadership programs.

BLACKBIRD EVENTS

Participate in a Tropical Golf Challenge, Blackbird Soccer Challenge,
Sports, Arts and Cultural Festival or help us organise events
throughout Australia and the South Pacific.

WHAT'S YOUR ADVENTURE?

Join Blackbird Adventures on a trip of a lifetime. Our existing
adventures range from relaxed and easy to extreme and
adventurous. Let Blackbird organise your very own finding family
expedition back home to your Island in the South Pacific.

HELP BUILD A COMMUNITY HAOS

Help us build community buildings that provide multiple functions
the local community including kindergarten, school, dining halls,
" churches and cyclone shelters. Canot
ﬁ of iron, bag of cement and a solar light. See page 23.

BUY SOMETHING

Buy a case of BLACK FEATHER E wine, raff le ticket, soccer ball,

supporterds gear or coffee cup. Whilst your_ 5}
light, stationary or first aid supplies for one of our communities.

DONATE GOODS & SUPPLIES
e Blackbird accepts donations of goods and supplies including medical

: supplies, first aid kits, stationary, solar lights, fishing and diving
" gear, generators, clothing, shipping containers, household items,
mowers, bicycles and more. We also accept items for fundraising.

THE UNKNOWN ISLANDE Re

Blackbird is supporting the work of local community organisations

and h eritage bodies to identify the locations of South Sea Islanders

lost in the past. Shipwrecked, un -mar ked graves,
11 for more details and how to get your Unknown Islander found.



http://www.blackbird.vu/

WORK WITH US

Seeking expedition leaders, photojournalists, camera operators, web
developers, researchers, professionals in medical, construction,
business, engineering, marine, env ironment, diving and archaeology,
shipwrights, sailors and event coordinators. Check out page 34!

EXPFEDITIONVESSEL

Blackbird is looking for major corporate sponsors and supporters to

complete our 64ft aluminium expedition yacht. Corp orate packages
are available including exclusive 5 -day sailing, fishing and diving
adventures for 10 guests or staff & exposure throughout the Pacific.

FINDING HELENA

Pirates, Blackbirders, Missionaries and Shipwrecks. Join Blackbird
Adventures in the hunt for shipwreck locations, ship information,
photographs and to find out if one last vessel still exists somewhere
in the world today. See page 10 for further details.

BLACKBIRD -THE ALBUM

The top 24 songs from around the South Pacific will make it onto

Bl ackbirddéds new album to be released
Bands, Island Reggae, Hip Hop, R&B, Gospel, Custom, Country and
acousticé Who will make it adtdipagettéhe al

WIN COMPETITIONS

Enter our competitions for the chance to win great prizes and get
known. Photographic competitions, kai kai recipes, letters and yarns
and our Bigfala raffle will get you in the winning mode.

PEARLING LUGGER ANTONIA

Save ANTONIA, one of the last historic Torres Strait pearling luggers
and restore her to her former glory. We need money! Contributions,
donations, grants and programs that assist with materials,
shipwrights, training and equipment are welcome. (See Pagel?2)

REMEMBER BLACKBIRD

Next time you go shopping REMEMBER BLACKBIRD. Buy an extra pair
of shoes, a solar light, exercise book, pack of bandaids, pencils,
underwea r, childrens clothes, sheets, towels and school back packs.

CORFORATLE PARTNERSHIFS

Becoming a corporate partner is easy with any or all of our projects,
activities, events or fundraising campaigns. Exposure is provided
throughout Australia and the South Pacific through this magazine,
our website, our documentaries and event sponsorship.

ADVERTISE WITH US

We have a ranges of advertising options through the magazine,
website and e vents. Contact the editor today at info@blackbird.vu

JOINUS

Membership and supporter packages are available for individuals and

families. Support a particular project or campaign, receive discounts

on merchandise and expeditions, get exclusive access to events and

befirst to find out whatés happening on t

TELL 20 PEOPLE

Telling 20 of your friends, family and networks of our projects can
sometimes  be the biggest benefit of all. Forward STORIAN to your
friends, share links to our website, Facebook and Youtuebe channel.
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UNTITLED . .

”’)u\rr\ o‘F H‘\,e Year?

Ca”ing all singers, songwriters, string bands,

musicians, collaborators & producers-..

.hy Q9 . 99b ! {|Y Therearenoruleson songs or
and the team and Blackbird are going compositions, whether hip hop, full
to make it happen. instrumental, vocal, tradional,

BeforeTIMEProductionss looking custom or Island Reggae. eVire
for the top 24 songs from singers, looking for some of the most
songwriters, bands, musicians and outstanding composers of our time
collaborators from Australia and and we plan on taking the best from
throughout the South Pacific for this| — across the styles.

&SI ND& NBf SIas 2[F risSimecamposers, gwvidusly £ S R

recorded tracks and yet to be written
No surprise the theme for this masterpieces are all eligible for the
& S| NI &s all dbautktackbirding | new album as arerbt time singer
-the good, the bad and the unknown songwriters.
- and encompasses the days from Submissions will close in October
before time through to the future. this year for a release in early
We are also on the lookout for December. During the lead up we
compilations to celebrate the new will be opening a competition for the
generations of South Sea Islanders| album cover artwork design, album
throughout the Pacifi, their cultures,| title and the song selection process,
customs and ultimately their life. criteria anda request for judges.

album for Blackbird.

TOKOSOUWIA

TITLE: BACKYARD BOOGIE TITLE:  MARRIED LIFE
NAME: JBOOG NAME: TOKOSOUWIA

COUNTRY: Hawaii COUNTRY: Vanuatu
GENRE: Reggae GENRE: Island String Band

TRACK PICK : Take it Slow TRACK PICK : Married Life

WRAP: Wow! You have got to get WRAP: One of Vanuatuos

yourself onto the web and check this selling string bands now with the

guy out . sl and r edgg a dategtyVolyme g alburp ¢ sMarried
J Boogds neBackgatdbum, Life . This is the first time the
Boogie , continues adding to the young Tokosouwia  sound makers
artistos impressive || i shfvepgducedanalbumwithout

accomplishments, now officially some of their veteran members.

becoming the #1 Billboard Reggae Songs from the album were

Album, while also debuting at #18 on played during the recent  Blackbird

Billboarddés Heatseeker sSocH ghalienge  and gotthe
The album debuted last week at #1 whole island grooving.  Anticipation

on iTunes Digital Reggae Charts & #2 for their next album due the middle

on Amazon Digital Reggae & World of the year wi Il hopefully feature a
Charts. Check it out! new song about the Blackbird

Soccer Challengeé ol
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WHAT
Blackbird the ALBUM
WHEN

Songs can be submitted until
31°% October 2012.
Set for a December release.

WHY

To celebrate the South Seas
& the survival of cultures leading
up to the 150™ anniversary.

WHO

String band, hip hop, R&B,
islandreggae, custom village,
gospel,
whatever! Singersongwriters,
new artists, old songs and those
not yet penned!

country

HOW

best

Email info@blackbird.vior an
information kit or to submit your
tracké

Sibaden

ail an man!
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NEXT OF KIN E

[ , E
Fiercely proud of their culture and history, THE LAST KINECTION / : i

are extraordinary: uncompromising in their worldview, but with s
optimism and an outstretched hand. ., :
Fromthe self -assured 6 Fi nd A (WeNyg@i Wudhi m NESSE
Ngai Yirinbu: | am sfr ajgtieput |EE
commandihg 6 Toget (ét® you could only ¢
shoes, maybe then we could talk, maybe then we could walk
t oget hNEXDQFKIN is strikingly insightful.

1

my

TITLE: NEXT OF KIN
NAME : THE LAST KINECTION
COUNTRY : Australia

Created in the aftermath of a horrific car accident in 2008 T where GENRE : Hip Hop
Nay was pronounced dead at the scene before her brother Weno TRACK PICK : Are We There Yet?
noticed the blanket that covered her moved slightly. Ultimately the WRAP:  The Last Kinection has
incident became the subject of a Crash Scene Investigations created one of the most positively
program. It is truly a tale of triumph over adversity: staring down energetic records of 2011,  The
the utterly devastating prospect of never walking or talking again, to Confronting, The Passionate,
making songs with such a prefect storm of power and melody. The Inspiring  NEXT OF KIN.

Took out Best Single and Best

. Band at the Australian 2011 Deadly
Guests on the record include some of AAL{N%;JSa_I|1aLoKsbsmroescremlr

including Trials (Funkours) and Briggs from the Golden Er a label, single™8/Ar ¢ We Therbangsyet ? ¢
OziBatla from The Herd, Rival MC from Impossible Odds , Lotek the urgeney of Indigenous survival
and Omar Musa . Simone Stacey , Nayos former par {;DRb ochs Wit a collision of

Shakaya , appears on the lead single 0Are We There Yet g0 shootingandinfectious

melody. Make no mistake, this is
an important record for 2012.

2011 DEADLY
AWARD WINNERS
Band of the yeor

Single of the year
Guests indude Trials (Funkoars),

ool ¢ | biiges, Simone Sicey (Shokaya),
N SE4700T @) K a0 | iokk onibat(The Herd)

THIS IS A RECORD OF DEFIANCE, LAUGHTER AND REFLECTION — BEAUTIFULLY ARTICULATE VOICES BRINGING AN INDIGENOUS
EXPERIENCE INTO SHARP FOCUS WITH A BLAZING SET OF BANGING HIP HOP

: OUT NOW ON ELEFANT TRAKS through §i RTIA 1BUTION : (ol
M www.elefanttraks.com / www.inertia-music.co /?;fwwih ction.com

¥




Sponser 2 Student T@éfagﬁ

F A : v Whilst Vanuatu is the happiest place on earth and one of the rbeautiful

Y ol ' v h‘.\ places to live, today in 2011 there is still no running water, electricity, sewerage

- or infrastructureand no jobs on many of the Islands and villages in Vanuatu.

9GSy Ay =zl ydzZ GdzQa OFLIAGEFE 2F t 2NI A
hotels without the basic needs of life.

9RdzOF GA2Yy A& y23G FNBS Ay = ydz (dzod (
children to school, the choice can be unbearable. Many villages do not have
secondary schools and in some cases students negdvel to other parts of
the Island or in the majority of cases having to attend boarding school on
another Island away frortheir families and community.

School fees range from between 50,0009 P0,000VT ($5085900AUD) per
year- equivalentto between2andp Y2y i Ka ¢l 3Sa F2NI I L
education for an entire yearEmailfamily@blackbird.vdor your information Kkit.

Boomerang Festivald Island Style

WHO THREW THE FIRST BOOMERANG Blackbird Adventuredas teamed up with
L dzZAGNF € ALYy | 02NAIAYI f docasHFEmESHBit Santd, tha dedcEnSantsldf ¢
Ancient Egyptians, Eskimos and Indians had | the original makers of the New Hebrides
their own version, superseded by the bow and boomerang, with the goal of holding an annual
arrow. The oldest wooden boomerangs have, Boomerang Festivain the West Coast of
been found in Australia, dated 8,000 years old. Espiritu Santo, Vanuatu.

Arnhem Land rock paintingsofm 15,000 years The usually plain item, organisers hope to add
ago also show the boomerang form. some colour after seeing the designs from

On the West coast of Espiritu Santo in Australian Aborigines and starting to put out
Vanuatu, another boomerang is part of the long their own designs. They have also put the
history of this strange aeronautical device. invitation out for the main eent ¢ the

b2 2yS OFy 0S5 &dzNB 2 Fbodmiéréng thd\ging SolnpelitianQ &
original birthplace. Howewve one thing for Still in early stages of planning, if you have an

sure is that boomerangs were used on Espiritu interested in boomerangs, want to be involved
Santo from before time and plans are in place| or just kept in the loop, email us at Blackbird
for a revivak Island style. Adventuresadvertures@blackbird.vu

Nambawan fun Seaplane blo Santo e tuff tumas!
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BIGFALA /-
RAFFLE =

BLACKBIRD International has put together one  BIGFALA raffle this
month with a major focus on rugby league. A fantastic range of prizes of
signed jerseys including Vanuatu Rugby League , Indigenous All Stars
Welcome to Country , North Queensland Cowboys  (including a signed
football) and supporters shirts from the mighty Cherbourg Hornets . A
bigfala thankyouto  Sol Bellear  for his generous donation. Sipa.

Not to be outdone, there is also a new Blackbird Soccer Ball, DVD of the G
2012 Blackbird Soccer Challenge Mends Final, woven baskeltus: 1
Gaua and moreé Tickets are only $2 each, orSs
available until 10 " May 2012 or until sold out!

The highest ticket seller will also receive a brand new Vanuatu Rugby
League supporters shirt . Yes you heard right, if you want to sell tickets
and think you can sell plenty, or just want to give it a go for the chance to
win the shirt email us at family@blackbird.vu __ for ticketsto  be sent out.
Dondt d&etaellingorgetbuying , wh at ebuteoitast!

apua New Guinea is the

worl ddés | ast great

This new, 120 -page souvenir

book is a must have record of

the c olour, culture and life of
Papua New Guinea.

Contact Blackbird for your
copy fresh off the press.
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7z De-
EauprioN IN AMBRYM Istayp, New HEBRIDES, :
Rurokr 0¥ _ pesmer, 1913, BY Dz. Bowie. .

1013, a little after 5 p.m. it was obeerved that

O the 6th December, was in active eraption to an exceptiohi

Amb Island r
:l:g‘:: Beé’a;‘::& ool:xy::- of steam were seen to rise many thousands of ht:
e The s S A s o
‘way i iral fashion thro a ) I
:h::y:w:ha%‘fr:ho arater. Th:gauoseodiug explosions followed each other in
'rapid sucgession, &5 well as in added force, until within an

s losions were reduced from about three

intervals between the explosi . _ koo
:)inmn::seu‘)nunder one minute, and ultimately there was apparently no m

tc"(:l.)‘?l::lt beiore davk, dense columns of steam and smoke were ’?b::;ve:
rising somewhere in the western edge of .the G_teat Ash Plain, :
darkness fell we could ensily soe & great river of incandescent lava rm
towsrds Baulap ; another was running towards Port Vato. W:o ;u] ne
(i ey b e B 1 D B Ty
it reao o 868, .m.
?:&ph:s::::, uc:::ﬁnuo& to flow down that valley for at least & whole day

o new lava-gtream was sighted rushing down
hillside about three miles and a half north-east along the ;mst. 1t reached
the sea i 'balytot.hswwtoikrongl’omtm_: t 2 a.am. :
{e.) Soondbauhehs&sr.rumrmhed thomltbeqamew‘;erys p:ge:'
that 'Anot,lmr lava-flow was on its way to the sea. Dnnngi hi'lh b:tv;ge »
the aky was brilliantly li6 up.fbul: now':hﬂthovtﬁh _vthienm ::ix:h gix e
the varions rivers of 1ava, b ey 0
?llnu;?gn:: that we could discern objects hundreds of yards .“':tal i
gtream reached the seb two miles to the north-sast of the hospital abou
. December. . )
2.3(::5111,];2!:& simultancously with stream (¢) another made its 8p) e::ﬂw
back in the hills st the head of Lowes Val‘l::‘};. mn:h gtream, :y:: [ - ‘hya
obgerve, was oOming much nearer to us, o mnhnaMm, oﬁwtho bty

% about five miles an hour. Certal .
flow & ad at one place the lava poured over 8 precipice ‘b’f'“h: il;)v_i:'

LW
grm.‘cgyhstg& The sight was magnificent a3 well 83 awe-Inspirng.
which was quite ineandedcent, cumo‘qmckiy on, glxlrmng up
trees, tossing them all aglow in the air. As they | ag&m n -
they rebounded high in the aix, emitting sparks like a L..M.nam. v
wheels. Soon after 3 a.m. the lava &n with & savage Lo
roar into the sea. The gight was & superb, and never to rgo(unmu.h

Thcdinuthchvaﬂowodt.hr h the forest mm::ry i
of the noise of & hurricane with the boom of the ocean -ashing
the sea within three-quarters of &
ital vilns b!l:l: mu:l 8 valleg;::x-
exoept on the s2s side, e valley was & a
ﬁ:d::dbnyhslf long bl;' about & mile broad at its widest part, and narrow-
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. 98 YEARS AQO a devastgting eruption changed the Island of Ambrym forever. This photo
B prior to the eruption was the view from the Presbyterian hospital situated labnwolwol, Dip Point.
Openspace, large shady trees and the most beautiful black sand bea

gra adate |

e
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Photo courtesy Dr Felix Speiser

ing to within half a mile at the sea. The hills around ranged fromis00 &. to
1,245 ft,, and we considered everything inside this barrier as being quite safe.

Just about the time, or shortly before, the last stream reuhc:ﬁ the sea
we saw & dense volume of black smoke rising from the hilltop on the east
side, near the entrance to the valley and overlooking the hoepital. When
day broke we discovered the top of the hill was bamg blown out, but as
yet there was no sppearance of fire; only some oontinuous expulsive force
was driving the hilltop out. There were no separate e losions observable.
The force was continuous. Soon, however, fire appeared, and the force in-
creased quiokly, so that one could observe the steadily diminishing in
height. the side of the hill looking west was acted upon, and decreased more

nickly than the other sides, and about 10 a.m. on the Tth Java began to flow
gown the hillside into the vailey and through of the hospital compound.

{¢.) The ground in the valley could be fel¢ in motion—a kind of heave’
—not violently, but reminding one of a slight motion at sea. This motion
was not continuous, but at very short intervals,

Shortly after 10 a.m. an explosive eruption blew the hospital and other
buildings into the air. The force of this explosion was terrific. First a
great eheet of what appeared to be elegtrio flame flashed from the ground,
and immediately following was a mighty roar and orash like myriad
thunder-olaps one piled on snother. The heat, too, was intense. We could
wse for un mstent only the carrugated won spreading ont like sointillating

and then it was gome. Kxplosion then followed explosion almost
continnously for four days at least. Sometimes there would ba o short
interval, but the intervals did not last long.

U& We discovered at daylight that another lava-stream bad flowed
behind our hills towards Cralg's Cove. This stream stopped on the plain
shout 500 yards from the beach. This stream was the biggest of all, being
in some parts sbout three-quarters of a mile wide.

(g.) About 3 p.m. on the Tth a submarine voleano broke out about a
mile from the shote off Lamb Point, Soon an island was formed, and within
sixteen hours had joined the mainland. After four days the aotivity of this
voleano ceased.

On Tuesday, the 9th December, a geyser suddenly broke out a few hundred

inland from Craig Point. Water must have been foroed to a consider-
able height, for we were drenched in & mud bath while over 500 yards from
the shors. The geyser lasted for probably fifteen minutes or more. Im-
medintely after the geyser ceased a roac like a ing torrent was heard.
Very soon a river extending in width from the trading-station at Craig
Point to Malver tore its mad rush to the sea  For half an hour or so there
was a great volume of water, which ually diminished in volume, snd
apparently in speed. This river ran for at least six hours.

On Sunday, the 7th December, there were six distinet craters in the
vicinity of Dip Point, West Ambrym. The whole district was undoubtedly
» fairly recent voleanic ares. In the valley behind the hospital, az well as
at Craig's Cove, outoraps of lava could be seen at various points, and there
was little evidence oF weathering, the lava in many places wppearing
rugged, as it does soon after cooling.




The 100%™ ANNTVERSARY

In December 2013, BLACKBIRD INTERNATIONAL in partnership with the community of

West Ambrym , are planning to commemorate the 100 " anniversary of the volcanic
erupton t hat changed Ambrymds | an @he lcogptabwasd notromywae r . refuge
for local islanders, it was a central hospital for the region that took patient s from many

surrounding islands, also housing for

, trading

white missionaries, traders and plantation owners
or as the missionaries, doctors and nurses

edition we follow the story told by Chi

. down to him-by his father and'%:_‘ ﬂdfé‘[l‘rerw:h
= .I"nWOWVOI VLlIage at the ﬂﬁleenheeruptlon

S

Dip Pomt was a prime hunting ground for labour recrqlters as

there was always a guarantee of plenty of re-
Many ship records of the day note =
It would be true to say that some of those-on

the hospital.
recryiting  location.
ship log, whilst picked up from

cruitsh  ang gaf' ' 0
Dip Paint - asthe=-

Dip Point = would have com

another  village on Ambrym or an entirely dlfferenﬁs|andw“‘§_‘§3meth

Whilst we still"have 48 months to prépare

what will'be a week
Lake Lonwalwol and Dip Peint.

Sams Bungalows

Imagine stepping off your small
aircraft onto the grassy tarmac at
Craig Cove Airfield on the volcanic
island of Ambrym, Vanuatu. The air is
sticky, and its wonderfully warm, the
locals all smile and warmly welcome
you to their home. You are warmly
greet ed by the smiling face of local Air
Vanuatu agent. This is Sam, the owner
of Sambés Bungal ow!

Sam and Helena and their family run
the unique and welcoming bungalows
which are just a short walk from the
airport, si tuated in the village of
Enmila on West A mbrym. The
beautiful tropical garden setting is
quiet and gives you a real village feel.

You are in a rural village and whilst
there is no electricity, Sam will run the
generator for a few hours each night,
although if you take a torch or better
still a good solar light you can enjoy a
book or just lay back and listen to the
blissful quiet.

Just remember to take enough Vatu
for your accommodation, and any
transport you may need, especially if
you are trekking to the Volcano. All
money spent here,  stays here and you
will be making a real contribution to
the community.

- we d':%eah‘p\
a connection to Ambrym, the hbspital and the q'uptlon»to Become>. B .
involved in the planning, information gathering and celebrations s

-fong event, bothgin Craig-Cove,

Some basic first aid supplies will be
handy too, and
repellent and a mossie net will be
ideal. There is a local store in a village
close by, and you can also visit the
store at the Commercial Centre which
stocks most of your basic sup plies,
including water.

Sam and Helena and the family
make you feel like their home is your
home, weather you are here to visit
the village, swim and snorkel in the
beautiful clear waters of Craig Cove or
using it as a rest stop on your way to
and ret urning back from the Volcano.
It6s a place where yo
village life, relax and gow ith the Island
flow. Nambawan!

Sambés Bungal ows

West Ambrym, Vanuatu

i f itds

Black sand beach,
during visit to Wakon Village,

Dip Point,
2011

.Do 9 t“ H ° !
Mng {he Meospita

The eruption in 1913 that destroyed the
hospital and surrounding buildings left in
itdos place a | ake,
water, a combination of fresh water, acid
rain and salt water. Lake Fante ng now
covers much of the site of the hospital and
the old village of Lonwolwol, with the
concrete remains of the front steps still
visible.

Leading up to the 100 ™ anniversary,
Blackbird Adventures and Before TIME
Productions  will work with the West
Ambr ym community, in particular Wakon

now fill

u Vilagento recerg iafermagian absut the

history of the volcano and the hospital, the
eruption and the local custom stories of the
cause of the event.

Blackbird Adventures 6 expeditions
West Ambrym over the next 12 months will
include visits to Wakon village, Dip Point,

Lake Fanteng and to the northern villages
of Ranon and Magam and the volcano.

A number of dive expeditions will be
conducted on Lake Fanteng where conc rete
remains of the hospital are underwater and
to document any structure or object that
can be identified. We hope to produce a
series of publications that can be used to
raise funds for the centenary celebrations
in December 2013.

You may want to take some small p/HO Blackbird Ad - ventures
snacks although the meals are WHAT : 100 ™ Anniversary Celebrations
generous, with freshly baked French WHEN : December 2013
loaves every dey, yummy peanut WHERE :  West Ambrym
butter, fresh fruit and a hot cup of tea DETAILS : Expeditions run year -round

or coffee is served for breakfast, and
dinner could include lap lap, rice,
chicken or fish.

starting at $2,200 inclusive of all meals,
transport, activities and accommodation.

Return airfares from Brishane start at $550
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ISLAND ROCK

CHRISTIAN SCHOOL
By Krishna Nahow

In January | received an email from
the Island Rock Christian School
Authority Pastor Godwyn Dingley
looking for sponsors to help
with school stationaries  to start off the
first S emester asthe school will open
it& doors on the 13 ™ February 2012.

On behalf of Island Rock Christian

SChOOI, | would like tothank Blackbird onia Minnieco tor Go wyn,

team members  Sonia, Michael and Espiritu Santo, Vanuatu

Pastor Bruno who jumped on board to

help us without question and hand Although the target of $220AUD was

delivered stationary bought in Australia reached on 8 February the fundraising

to Pastor Godwyn in Santo. didn't stop. The Mwotlap ~ community in e —
On January 27, 2012 we created the Port Vila fundraised another 12,800Vatu. Australian South Sea Islander

online fundraising campaign ~ : This money went towards the purchase Recognition 2012 - Rockhampton

of school uniforms. Island Rock

HELP ISLAND ROCK SCHOOL RAISE Christian School is in constant need of Rockhampton group Linking The

A$220 TO BUY STATIONARY donations and sponsorship. If you think Generations (LTG) was formed in 2008 by four

BEFORE 13 FEBRUARY 2012. you can help please contact Pastor individuals: ~ Marsha Corowa, Earl Harbin,

) . o Godwyn at  godwyn_d@yahoo.com Matthew Cooke and Fredreka Bickey. The four
Special thanks for a major contribution Vewe Nek, Anton Newe, realised they all had one unique vision that is
from aNorfolk Island  family who  are ) to keep the history, culture and knowledge of
descendants from the Banks Islands . Krishna Nahow &

) the Australi an South Sea Islanders alive and
Pastor Godwyn Dingley strong for many more generations to come.

LTG identified that there was a
communication and cultural knowledge gap
between elders and youth in our different
Australian South Sea Islander communities we
also noticed the  low number of young people
actively participating in our Australian South
Sea Islander organisations.

Since 2008 Rockhampton has held two
Australian South Sea  Islander Recognition
dinners, both of which were extremely
successful in attracting over 800 pe ople for
the two events. This year the team
coordinating the  Australian South Sea

\ / Islander Recognition 2012 are Earl Harbin,
RS AN g Fredreka Bickey, Robbie Mann (Jnr), Trumaine

The 11 ™ Festival of Pacific Arts is a The 27 Pacific Island Countries and Warcon, Alayas Wallace, Janine Mann,
unique opportunity for Solomon Islands to Territories expec  ted at the festival are: Deborah Warkill, Darren Warkill, Dealonna
showcase its cultural diversity to the American Samoa, Australia, Cook Bickey and Latoya Harbin. The elders advisors
Pacific region and the world. It will be a Islands, Easter Island, Federated are: Debbie Bickey, Mae Mann & Robert Mann
time of unification and celebration for States of Micronesia, Fiji Islands, (Snr) and Kim Bickey.
Solomon Islands, creating much -needed French Polynesia, Guam, Hawaii,
opportunities in the field of arts and Kiribati, Marshall Islands, Nauru, New You can follow progress on facebook:
culture, and contributing to social and Caledonia, New Zealand, Niue, Norfolk Rockhampton Australian South Sea Islander
economic progress. Island, Northern Mar  iana Islands, Recognition 2012.

It will be the largest regional event ever Palau, Papua New Guinea, Pitcairn
hosted in Solomon Islands, with about Islands, Samoa, Solomon Islands, WHEN: Saturday, 25th August 2012
2,500 performers, artists and cultural Tokelau, Tonga, Tuvalu, Vanuatu & . . .
practitioners from 27 countries and Wallis and Futuna. WHERE: CQ Universit y Community Sports
territories in the Pacific region, plus Complex, Yaamba Road
thousan ds of visitors who are keen to see www.festivalofpacificarts.com North Rockhampton

and be part of the festival.

The 2011 Moranbah Tropical Golf Challenge was
held in Moranbah on a warm and sunny spring
afternoon. We had over 100 players from the
community and one Vanuatu visitor who all fronted up
in the best tropical attire although we were more than 2
hours from the closest salt water.

Our host s, t he Moranbah Gol f Cl
Busk and club were instrumental to making our day a
\ 'y . gre at success. Blackbird is now supported through
Watched Biving Program , - B M A @vatched Giving Program and is proud to have
s this support. 1 fyou work for BMA and would like to
support us through the Matched Giving Program
contact us today.

Blackbird Golf Challenges are being organised
throughout Australia and the South Pacific. Mackay,
Rockhampton, Brisbane and Espiritu Santo, Vanuatu
are next on the cards. Want to host a golf challenge?

Proflle
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we travel up the coast from Luganwlle the capltal of ESplﬂwtO, cars and bu
and are replaced with people walking and  picininnis on horseback led by their parents.
- There are small villages spattered amongst the coastline and rainforest. Up here in this = -
- beautiful setting.; you hav e to be as resourceful and self -sufficient, as if living on one of the

many islands of Vanu atu.

e . = Weare in this beautiful part of Espiritu Santo to visit the site of one of our PacificAID
CedpbUxec¢s -
- o
P & e
-2 L 0il C ity H
- & evteucoil Community Haos

_

PASTOR CEDRIC has invited us to This serene picture is the result of
visit his community in the hope we can hard work and forced relocation
help them raise the necessary funds to following a devastating hurricane that
enable the community to grow, wiped out their village some years ago.
develop and nurture their young. The Pastor Cedric (pictured) shows us
primary need for the community is a around his new plot and explains that
multi -purpose building that will it takes the picinni  nis 4 hours to walk
function as a kindergarten, a church on to Kindy s chool at Port Olry with their
Sundays and in case of a cyclone or parents, and as such  many do not do
disaster be a centre of refuge. the journey. He points to a green

QOur t ruck, without 4WD or air - patch behind the house, Aithis is
conditioning, trundles and pushes its the community haos wi | | hegsays.
way through the rain  -drenched tracks. His own church is but a few sheets of
The windows are  down and warm air corrugated iron on local timbers tied SITE Levteucoil Village,
rushes through t he ¢ abtogethertd gravidetsare shalterdrom . e
sticky and so is the mud that we both sun and rain. No walls, no floor Cape Qwros, Espiritu Sant.o,
encounter on the way. except it he grass that glo DETALS A multi -purpose community

We meander our way thro  ugh the The plan is to build a building that building for a kindergarten,
rainforest, drive past towering ancient can function as ac hurch on Sundays school and disaster shelter.
bamboo, fruit laden Breadfrui t trees and be used as a kindy school during WHO Groups of between 8 & 20
and aged and yellowing coconut palms the week. Perhaps in time, they can
that must be close to their  time . use it for teaching, however most cosT From $2,900 per person

We pass through a stock fence ~ and important from a structural point of including all accommodation,
see some of the healthiest and happy view is its use in the event of a cyclone meals, golf, extreme fishing,
free ranging cattle | have  ever seen. or disaster. diving, sailing, spa treatments,
They are quite relaxed as we drive by. We hand over much needed solar . -
The cleared block ahead of us is tidy light s, some gifts and a Blackbird paintball, b -orse riding and local
and the grass green and lush. We spot soccer ball as a thank you for the attractions  such as Champagne
a glorious thatched hut and other beautiful kai kai had in the afternoon Beach and the Blue Holes & your
buildings at the end of the track. breeze and head back for the hour own Blackbird Adventures
Thereds a garden behi njdurnéyhoeugknvitec h e n Survival Kit
building abundant with all the plants We wantyou , our supporters , to join o o
and food s to sustain the community. us to help make Pastor Cedric & dream TARGET A $500 minimum fundraising

We are greeted by a cute little areality. Youcan donate as little as target per person is required on
picinnini who is obviou  sly delighted to $100 or join an expedition to Espiritu top of expedition costs.
see her father and just as happy to see Santo throughout the year and help DONATE Candt make it? $100
visitors. A smaller boy demands his build the foundations, make bricks, sheet of iron, 1 bag of cement &
father & attention and will not settle construct the roof and have an 1 solar light.
until he is pi cked up. experience of a lifetime. CONTACT adventures@blackbird.vu
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Blackbird helps to reunite descendants of South
Sea Islanders sent to farms and plantations in
Australia, Fiji, Papua New Guinea, New
Caledonia, Samoa & Peru

WHATO0OS YOUR STORI £

f'amﬂa@bl-ackbird yu
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U ‘al i an Aboriginal brought t
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It is early afternoon on Australia Dag012 | She nodsnd as the afternoon rays of the |
andg S QNEB  (tdWisiPeQddy ikmnyal sun push through the windows and fill the “Mummy blong mi is half.
village in Espirit®anto. We drive past the | room with halflight, so ta the room fills Half blood —
ruins of BP Burns, (named after a great fire| with emotion. ®e begins Half ABORIGINAL...”
that burnt aBurns Philstore to the ground) oMi wish mummy blong mi still alive so that
and my mind waders back tdahe days of | could ask her more about this storian to
blackbirding. help race back Aboriginal family blong mi. ab2g L ONEB 0SSOl dzas

28 Sy(iSN)I GKS @At 3SIdidyidredord Resfotyr wiitd abg@ifing | and | want to meet the family in Australia, |
entered a tranquil retreat from the outside | down, now ldése my mother and | have NEFtte glyd G2 YSSG GrF
world. As we make our way to our journeys forgotten eveything. Mummy blong mi is .SNYIRSGQa ! 62NRAIAYL €
end, the local picinninis peak around the half. Half blood, half Aboriginal $he was bought back to Vanuatu had the name
corner of houses and from behind the pauses, clearly emotional. of Yamaki We do not have any further
tropical foliage, chickens run across our path, Then the olfala maspeaksd ¢ K NS S |2 ififornvasionregarding tribal group in
and locals smile politely at us. AN YRFFGKSNE ¢SNB (| Dieghslahe dudhdpk B find azgond O y ¢

Then we are met by a batiful smiling face| hestatesa S ¢Sy i (2 CA 2|AiBforriakdn iin e comirigZnonth® Y
of awoman withlight skin, loose curly hair | named after, tley all came backt KSNBE Qaal ye WNBONHAG&AQ 6K2 C

and a familiar face, this is the woman | am to more too, Aboriginals that came back, to married local Aboriginal women, who, on
meet. She hugs me closely and | can see in Santo, they have the same mark, same skih, completion of a contract, would go back witl
her eyes and feel in her embrace thatshe | RATFSNBy i (2 2 dzNRE ¢ | their husband back to their homia the

KFa | aid2NB G2 GStf| | ThiRhas dbwiolisly3parked Ahafipg o 'S Sdutyf Pacific. Many Aboriginal women
emotional one. memory,d , S& | YR YdzyYe 0 er@lgdap irvManuétl, Solomon Islands and

We enter the house, ithas suchasense of f 2y 33 f tReyl endsichdhNES. K || Fothdr Bountries this way. Their descendants,
I K2YSZ GKSNBQa |y 20Bio28RSy SEheadfsS 3 K§ R KHeiRrbade aware of their history, are now
corner and we all find a place to sit in the She continues her story, 1 K S &nR F Hobking for their families back in Australia.
cosy room. Her husband joins asNivan, returned when all islanders were being Blackbird is working with a large number of
he is outgoing, friendly and despite of his brought back, this woman, his wife, was a | descendants of Aboriginal heritage who have
aged look (from a hard working lifé)e like straight woman Aboriginal, she came with | only just begun to look for these families.
his wife has a strong presence. KAY® ¢ KS& NBGdzNY SR| (lByouwsbeliévd an[Abofginal member of

We all sit down and find our places in this They had one boy and one girl, her mother. your family went to the South Pacific and are
space that is so comforting and homely (I canFrom Motolava her mother moved to Santg tracing their history please coatt

imagine sitting here with my own parents, | and worled on Copra plantations. . £ I O FndingRaxdy Blong Yurtéam
uncles, aunts or other elders). a, SEFNE 32z Yeé Y2iKSNaengifakily@bickbirg\Rr g6 & our

Bruno who has already heard thislovely | 6 NE G KSNJ ¢S &KeNibtesKdaih. T websitewww.blackbird.vu
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By Michael Smith

Saturday night, ) February, Port Viland
6 S Q@S frant Sankogtraight over the PR\

AatlyR 6SQ@0S 0SSy (NEgs
winds are now gusting between 50 to 60 “
knots, and even our bed for the nlght at A
MooringsR2 Say Qi aSSY AYlydzyS i
weather.

b2i (GKS Yz2ad O2YFT2NIAy3
airborne again within 12durs. Our
previous flights cancelled, this was our last
chance to get to Ambrym before our own
G2dNY I YSyid o1& | o2dai G2
without the hosts.

On Ambrym there was no chance of
cancelling. Six months in the making, more ..
than 150,000 vatu infzes and a football
championship at stake was not going to be
stopped by a little bit of water or wind. &

¢KS S GKSNI KRy Qi | FAYARKSR . Zalile Sy Sv.qim
cyclone bearing down somewhere between
Espiritu Santo and Ambrym and due smack
bang in the middle of the tomament. Seas
at 3 meters and wind at 60 plus knots, there
was no way our teams from North Ambrym
or Melekula would survive the usual

|

Our initial disappointment that many 11 haurs of walking on the ash plain, on the
teams would nobe able to make the ONJ} 6SNNna SR3IS:T tSaa GKI
tournament was short lived when we got 601 Y20 oAyRa sSNByQil SEI
news that they were coming anyway. AcrossWhen asked, some of the old women just said,
the ash plain, over the volcano anddown | WL ¢l & a0l NSR® {2 &aolk N

transport by boat. again! Any way they could. knees that my husband had to come back and
We however, arrived safely with the Anyone who knows Ambrym or knows dig holes for my feet to hold on 0.
’ what a volcano is like will realise itisnotfor LG Qa 2yfeé &2 O0O0SNH 2 KA

exceptional flying of local Air Vanuatu pilots

the feint-hearted. Whilst Ambrym locals dzy RSNBGFYRX 6S |taz2 RAR
and found out asoon as we landed that we

‘ ) have lived with Mt Benbow and Mt Marum | happened on the field, and fortunately there

were the last flight for four days until the | ¥ 2 N Kdzy RNBRa 2F 2SI NESNBTQR2SEYRG2YI (B28R6
cyclone passed. The Blackbird Soccer GNRALI Fye &aK2NISN® hNKENFNVE 66KNBIEEGS 8F &6
Challenge hosts were Craig Cove United FC (§ KS (G2 dzNA ali NRBdziSQ | yRYSKQAt iSbFaNRAEdRYSs SRE
who went on to take #'place in the finals. the right sentiment. and made the trip all the more worth it.
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Teams fromie neighbouing island of
Melekula were not able to overcome the
fury of the sea and had to sit out the
tournament. However with the weather
clearing towards the end of the week it
RARY Qi & Gleaddf Refekula da®d
making the shoresfoAmbrym to keep the
stalls alive.

Monday morning and the time had come
for the start ofthe 2012 Blackbird Soccer
Challenge Teams start assembling in their
club strip from years gone by, getting ready
for the parade, the opening and to see eac
other, some for the first time.

The weather has cleared a little, somewh
eerily, as there was no doubt a cyclone wa
lurking on the satellite image that had us in
the direct path within three days.

The tournament lasted 8 days instead of
and was a outstanding success in terms of
sport, community and funding raised. 13
YSyQa FyR ¢ ¢2YSyQa
tournament and put on a pretty good show
of the talent in sport and the potential of the
young players.

¢KS YSyQa FAYyLFE YI
between tournament hosts Craig Cove

United FC against the very strong Puma FC

with Puma winning in extra time with the
final score 21 and 50,000VT prize money.
Craig Cove takinddeIace received
25,000VT.

The community at Craig Cove went to
extraordinary lengths to get the field ready.
Without line markers, corner posts and oth
gear they did an exceptional job on making

y -
N ~>Rangers Footbal-

-

oA

¢ KS ¢ 2 Y &hybataeeryRangers FC
@rd Mggarg FG, both fromn Nerth grybrym
went down to the wire with fultime and
extratime scoreless taking these strong
g2YSyQa GSkya G2
shootout. Magam won-2 taking out the
FAYLEQ&a YFIGOK YR H

The women from Rangers FC walked 11
hours across the ash plain and volcano as
seas were too rough. It paid off takin@d2
»r place and 10,000 VT.  Most challenging
GKS FILOG GKS 62YSyQ
boots for the entire week.

the field last the week.

The presentations after the match ensured
every team was rewarded. Each team
getting a coveted Blackbird soccer ball with
other prize winners including top gbscorer
pFaKRo208yNVBURA YR 62
and player of the tournament.
n % The mexiBlackhijtl BobcSr Chafleyigh e o
Ambrym is scheduled for December this
thezear. With only 7 months preparation time
we would welcome all the support and
vasissistance we can get.
3 AlbRyfaly thankslinustgs R Sab Belle&r 2odzii

a
his generous donation for the tournament.
1
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£ ydz GdzQa
history this month winning the inaugural
AsiaPacific Beach Soccer Championsimp
vdzSSyatlyRQa D2t R /

Solomon Islandsinand@lA G A y3 T A yOceafid Fodfdl Godfederation finals three
We caught up with the team heading home times, losing to them every time, so this win

after their win. Team Manager Harry Atissong I a

told of the pressure when the game ended 3 The Vanuatu squad has played the OFC

3 at the final whistle, frcing the match into
extra time and to penalty shootout.
2SS (K2dzaKid ¢SQR
scored taking us to-8 but the Solomons
scored from a late penalty 4-4® €
I LSyltide aKz2gR2sYy

0 Sl akde & 2 O The game was won when the Solomon

& 2 ystoppdd hgm ho@ding alfiane, fdd TaRitilz

AMPION]

» w a

-—

2012 Blackbird Soccer Challenge champions
signed match ball.

[

tilabasi

Islands last shot missed the mark making
history for the Vanuatu squad.
2 I @2iS oS @9 yitdin k&R the2

GSNBE oO0A3I F2NJ dzi o¢é

tournament a number of times but were
disappointed last year when a cyclone

The squad will return again next year for
the AsiaPacific competition and looking

accuracy for all foushotsinside the net. |

VT = P - e o
vanuaroot.vu
OFFICIAL SITE OF VANUATU FOOTBALL FEDERATION

Soccer mad 23 year old Kimiah Alberts h@s
put up her hand for theBlackbird Soccer
Challengdater this year and hoping to
attract support from fellow players for
soccer boots, funding and support and
maybe morevomenplayers to join her.

Having played soccer for various teams in
Queensland and the ACT, highlights include
playing in Los Angedeagainst university
teams and captaining an Indigenous team
against Canberra politicians last year.

Kimiah is hoping to play in the Espiritu
Santo challenge prior to gearing up f&r
League Trialat the end of the year that will
exclude her from playing in the Ambrym
tournament.

Ultimate goals include playing for
I dza G NI € Al Yy MagldaSayd &
would love to play in the Olympics and
World Cup Competitions.

Aspiring talent Kimiah Alberts hopes to

rai se awareness and A
Ambae, Espiritu Santo, Tanna and the
Solomon Islands as well as being of

Australian Aboriginal heritage.

soccer.

Favorite teams include Canberra United
622YSyQauvz
Manchester United. Favorite player is
Brazilian superstaRonaldinho.

LT &2dz +faz2 gl yi
soccer, hold a fundraising night, collect
unused soccer boots or put your name down
to play, contacinfo@blackbird.vu

02

(S ¥SyQa

R g 8 Ri sing talent, Craig
doind 1 Be GFC earh Baiz@ra skillful micfield & excellent with the longange
Championshin Tahiti. shot

wor Hartied v

TITLE: BLACKBIRD Soccer Challenge

NAME HamH aSyQa cC
COUNTRY Vanuatu
GENRE Full Game Highlights

WRAP The Blackbird Soccer Challenge
was an &day extravaganza of soccer,
community spirit and determination. 13
FYR ¢ 62YSyQa
through cyclonic winds, hot sunny days
and pouring rain to achieve one godb

sV plolr Q& oF I WigirFEaflsds | R S @O BRI/

Having tocross the ash plain and
volcano summit just to get to the

G2dNy I YSyd sl a 2yS i
GKS 62YSyQa FAylLt YI
NRAaolyS| wzpwiser[ A gSN1LR22f |+ yR

Various DVD productions are available
Ay Of dzRS GKS FdzZt aSy

3 dnitchgsy appethguE dRCURNSNIABAG Y S y ¢

promotional videos. From only $10!

Email family@blackbird.vu
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orts, Arts & C _ultural T estivals
S

S

TheBlackbird Soccer Challengeas so
successful that we are expanding the event

to become annual sports, arts and cultural | WHAT Blackbird Soccer Challenge, GEAR WANTED
festivals with soccer as the central sport. Sports, Arts & Culture Festival
Future events will include volleyball, boxing,
canoe races, Island dress competions, arts, EVENTS Soccer, volleyball, canoe race, Island dress Soccer b oots
and cultural events, stringands, kai kai and competition, boxing, kai kai Bava stalls, Shin p ads and socks
kava stalls and a bareback horse race. arts and cultural evats, string band and Line markers

Planne_d events are Craig Cove, W_egt much more. Soccer nets
Ambym in December, Port Olry, Espiritu
Santo in August and North Ambrym early | WHEN Early December each year Vo!leyball nets
next year. Other requests have been WHERE Craig Cove, West Ambrym Sewmg m achines
received from throughout Vanuatu and alsqg WHO Men & women, under 16 boys & girls, stall Whistles, f lags
the Solomon Islands so if you are soccer volunteers, officials, players, spectators Stopwatch es
mad, love a good experience or have the and visitors.
travel bug and can volunteer your time,

: SPONSORSHIP

resources or expertise please let us know. JOIN US Contact Blac kbird Adventures to get

We are accepting donations of goods and
sponsorship at any time to assist in the

OPPORTUNITIES

you and your gear there. Fly to Port Vila

preparatbns of the tournament. The locals or Sant o ayouwtoAmbrgmiby |get

would love to see spectators from Australia ship or plane. Prize Money

visit and see their wonderful island, enjoy Team Jerseys

the events and even climb the volcano. DONATE Candt join us? Donlat e s Refered Jehseyst . shin

We are taking nominations from interested

players and teams that want to go to our guard_s’ equipment vo”eyb_a” gear, sewing Water bot.tles
tournamerii & YR Ff NBF R& |KF @8 n 'BAECH gPONgoIR fegmgersey, water Raffle Prizes
from Australia getting ready to fundraise and bottles, hold a fundraiser or sell some raffle Supporter Merchandise
train. Places for teams and individuals are tickets for us. Event Sponsors
limited so get in touch with us as soon as Stall Sponsors
possible if you want to secure a place. CONTACT adventures@blackbird.vu
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IT TAKES A BRAVE EFFORT TO
introduce a new sport in a
country dominated
football 6 but a
of individuals have set their
eyes on a much bigger prize.

Not only are they establishing
Vanuatuds first
leag ue competition, they plan on
going head to head with Pacific
neighbours Fiji Bati  in under eight
months in front of a Port Vila home
crowd.

Dominated by the round ball,
Vanuatu has a long history in the
Pacific sporting arena through
soccer and more rec  ently with the
success of the wom
volleyball team defeating the Aussie
girls at their own.

Bl ackbirdos
Ambrym saw the lengths that
teams, families and villages go
through to be part of something

socce

exciting and the role spor  t plays in
their lives.
Vanuatu Rugby League founder

Dane Campbell, who has previous
involvement with the game in Fiji,

PNG, Hawai i and Ja
understand why Van
involved in rughby

proximity to Australia and with the
number of South Sea Islanders
playing the game in Australia.
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NRL greats like Mal Meninga and
Rhys Wesser are two examples of
ASShtalentdhatthds &een seen in
Australime NRL gith a lupdred
players following in their footsteps.

Taking on champions  Fiji Bati
less than eight months is by no
melpsrae eady task. Withogtla y
domestic competition there is a lac
of equipment, coaches and match
officials, let alone players with
game experience for such a battle.

The VRL established an interim
steering committee and has already
run a development clinic with 40
players in December last year.

Plans are in p lace to commence
Bevel bCGoacling and Match Official
training in Vanuatu throughout
April, yet this will only provide the
foimdatiohseohpgofessionalism to
local matches and the development
of the teams, not provide an
internationally competitive side in
less than eight months time.

VRLO6s aim to introld
the Vanuatu Nation will put them on
the field with strong Pacific Island
teams including Fiji, Papua New
Guinea, Cookalstadds, Tonga and
Samoa wstmtlde thope of getting to
the Reeific Gup,WFeun Natiodss
tournaments and  perhaps open up
opportunities for Ni  -Vanuatu players
to enter the Australian NRL scene.

in

k

ight months.is by

»

’II

Six teams have already showed
interest in the local competition
expected to kick off in June and it
seems they wonot

The VRL are on the hunt for
eligible players to form the national
side with Australian and Fijian
South Sea Islanders tracing their
heritage to Vanuatu firmly in their
sights.

Under rugby league international
rules, a Vanuatu team may field
players w ith Vanuatu heritage
outside the country as long as
certain criteria are met.

To be eligible to represent
Vanuatu in international competition
players need to have been born in
Vanuatu, have one of their
biological parents or grandparents
born in Vanuatu or have been
residing there permanently for more
than 3 years.

Most South  Sea Islanders with Ni -
Vanuatu decent reside in Australia
and Eiji ab @rasgltokthe foomer
recruiting days and as such many
are third and fourth generation
descendants, not the second -
generation limit required under
international rules.

The VRL has stated they will be
eligible through agreement between
the VRL and the international rugby
league governing body.

be al



Vanuatu Rugby League founder Dane Campbell (left) with
local player Kunro Kalo and Sandy Morango from Tongoa.

VANUATU

RUGBY LEAGUE

Having access to talented Australian
players will provide an opportunity for a
Vanuatu National team to step on the field
with significant depth.

Whilst this is all going on, it is the lead -
up that is getting everyone pumped.
September will see Mackay play host to a
South Sea Islander Rugby League carnival
where teams are expected from throughout
Australia.

The big news is that scouts will be there
to find new talent, perhaps for the
Vanuatu -Australian  team that will go
head to head against the new Vanuatu
Residemtédsn in October
capital Port Vila and
competitions in Australia.

The even bigger news is tha  t selectors
will have the task of choosing a Vanuatu
National squad from between the two sides
for a week -long training and promotional
camp in the lead -up to a proposed match
against Fijion the 27 ™ October in Port Vila.

If you an South Sea Islander with Vanuatu
heritage in Australia, Fiji or other country
and can provide evidence through birth
certificate, residency or family history
please contact the VRL  and put your name
down on the database of eligible players.

If you want assistance on traci ng your
family history or connecting with your
Vanuatu heritage you can contact
Bl a c k bFkindidgd-amily Blong Yumi
program via family@blackbird.vu

Key Dates

Get yourself to Mackay, Queensland,
Australia in September for the South Sea
Islander carnival to kick it all off. October is
the month to get out the passport and
watch a new era in Vanuatu sport.

Stay for a few weeks and see the
Vanuatu Internationa | side take on Fiji Bati

in Vanuatuds capital Port

and Virgin Australia fly directly into Port

Vila. Just ask Blackbird Adventures to
get you there and be part of the front row
action, unless you bring your boots!

Get Involved

Play ers, sponsors, supporters or
administrators that would like to assist or
would just like to offer moral support
contact the VRL via email or Facebook.
Type in 6Vanuatu Rughby

Register

I f youdbre a South Sea
player with Vanuatu h  eritage in Australia or
Fiji you should register with the Vanuatu
Rugby League by contacting them vi a:
Email: vanuaturugbyleague@gmail.com

31

Lea

I sl



