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SPEC TO SPECTACULAR

. POSTED IN HOME AND GARDEN
A MIDCENTURY MODEL HOUSE IN COLUMBIA RETAINS ITS GLAMOUR,

WHILE REPRESENTING A FORWARD-THINKING COMMUNITY

The home, now filled with the lively ion, music and artwork of the Osiander family, was built in 1966 as a model house for a community that did not yet
exist: Columbia. The house on Maple Avenue, just south of Broken Land Parkway, wasn't typical then and it isn't typical now. Flat-roofed and glass-walled, its
defining feature is an open-air atrium in the center of the ground floor.

A traditional Colonial might have had broader appeal in the late 1960s, but James Rouse, the

founder of Columbia, wasn't i d in taking the easy route. Instead, the model home was
forward-thinking — even a bit challenging — a metaphor for his grand vision of a community
unlike any other.

Potential buyers toured the house in 1966 — the year the Beatles released "Revolver” and the
Orioles won the World Series — trying to decide if this idealistic pl d devel was
right for them. Maybe they were impressed with the house's abundant natural light, its clean
lines, the fireplace and the four bedrooms (with room for more in the basement). Maybe they
liked Rouse's vision to welcome all races and g ic di ity gh a mix of
housing prices. Maybe they were just curious about the ambitious project growing on 14,000
acres in quiet, rural Howard County. Whatever the reasons, people began moving to
Columbia.

Now, Columbia's pop has p d 100,000, making it the d largest community in Maryland, after Baltimore. It has nine village centers, 23 outdoor pools,
two golf courses.

The model house has changed over the years, just as Columbia has. Its first added an ba-shaped outd imming pool. Subsequent
changed the floor coverings, fumni and fi 3

For the past six and a half years, the one-fime spec house has been occupied by Maya and Robert Osiander and their three children, Elena, 19; Nadja, 17; and
Andreas, 15.

The family had been living in Ellicott City, but wanted to move closer to the Applied Physics
Laboratory, where Robert is a physicist. "We looked at plenty of houses," says Maya, 46, tall,
chic and outgoing, who teaches at the German School in Potomac. Nothing seemed right,
until they walked into the spec house. Even though it was "not in good shape," says Maya,
the couple knew within 10 minutes it was the home for them. The contemporary feel reminded
them of houses in their native Gi and C: ia's inclusive, multi vibe d
S to them.

& With Robert, 55, providing the sweat equity and Maya contributing her vision, paintings and
biles, they are ing and di ting the 1,900 square-foot house, bringing it back to
its midcentury glory. Nearly all the fumiture is either from the time period, or era-appropriate

The house was designed by James Hilleary and built by Joseph Judge, whose wife, Barbara
Judge, sfill lives just a couple of blocks away. It won a Superior Architecture award from the

Potomac Valley Chapter of the Maryland Institute of Architects.

The Osiander's house was constructed in an established neighborhood, known at the time as Simpsonville, where the Judges had lived since 1950. Barbara Judge
recalls driving to Laurel for groceries, and to Baltimore or D.C. for other shopping. She now relishes C ia's conveniences, even though her neighborhood is not
officially part of the planned community.

The house built by her husband, says Judge, now 85, "was definitely architecturally different and in a sense modem." It was for people, she says, who were “really
looking for something different in the way of architecture, who appreciated the light the building afforded.”

When visitors walk through the heavy, orange wooden doors, the first thing they see is the atrium, a square of patio-tiled, glass-enclosed outdoor space with trees, a
tinkling fountain, a pond with goldfish, and an inviting round table, where the family often eats under the open sky. For the past few years, a bird's nest has appeared
each spring in one of the trees.
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Wooden stairs and a simple railing of white-painted steel and steel cords leads to a T & =\ A ~ 2 i Y
half-basement, which has a family room and full bath. A German road sign over the "

stairs reads "Osiar ," or Osiander street, found by friends at a flea market in
Germany.

The Osiand intained the g | shape and structure of the open kitchen, but
they added red lacquer cabinets from a closeout sale at lkea; a brushed-steel raised
countertop, also from lkea, to create a breakfast bar; and a b with tiles
purchased from Home Depot.

The dining room is dominated by a Danish-style wood table and chairs, purchased at Pottery Bam almost 20 years ago. Sleek black granite surrounds the
wood-buming fireplace. The living room, with its black leather Wassily chairs, grey area rug and gleaming swan-necked Arco lamp, looks as though it time-traveled
from a stylish home four decades ago. Splashes of orange and red — on throw pillows, on paintings created by Maya, and even on the canvas chairs on the deck
outside — add warmth.

A small office, painted orange, has wooden book shelves Maya believes are original to the house, providing a tangible link to an earlier time, when a spec house
was the beginning of a dr , inclusive ity unlike any other.

Barbara and Charles Russell were among the first families to move to Columbia, in July 1967, and their son, Charlie, was the first baby bom in Columbia. The fact
that her son is biracial, says Barbara, who is white, "delighted" James Rouse. The
Russells met while working at the Social Security Administration in Oakland, California.
When Charles was transferred to Baltimore, Barbara followed, and they got married in
_| Washi DC.,b i ial i was not legal in Maryland at the time.

Yet they were welcomed in Columbia. The couple, who have since divorced, moved

from an apartment to a townhouse to the 1,200 square-foot 1971 Wilde Lake home

where Barbara, 73, still lives. It has everything Rouse p ised — ilb
that spur neighborly encounters, shopping and schools within walking distance and

8 Barbara has closely watched Columbia grow and change over the years. She treasures
its racial diversity, but beli it has b less wel ing to people from all
economic backgrounds, as housing prices rise. She remembers those early years

fondly.
"It was a place where, if people were very bigoted, they usually didn't like Columbia and move here in the first place or stay here long b it was an integ d
ity from the beginning,” she says. "It wasn't Nirvana. It was the real world. But it was a more open and tolerant place to live."

Columbia has grown and

ged, butitr ins vibrant and for thinking, like that spec house built nearly 50 years ago. *



