Mussar for Parashat Chukat and Balak

Numbers 19 — The Red Heifer and Purification
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Purit i ith ' t tanding. Th. -
urity begins with obedience, not understanding. The ot 0lX|O] RE= ORle] ZE 40| 017+

command of the Red Heifer teaches that not every

instruction of YHWH can be fully explained by human O § 2 2 2tHMS| dHE 4= QiS22 7I=EXICH EH
reason. Spiritual growth requires humility before divine N N " L
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wisdom.
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Contact with death defiles because death is contrary to e Fell el & B et = TEE A f
the life of YHWH. We must guard ourselves from £2|= B3It A1 HESZ Z0|= FHHS
influences that deaden faith, hope, and holiness. o -
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Purification requires both divine provision and personal "BE2 ofgllel g1 Qzte] HHE EF
participation. QSkC}
Principles
1. Submit even when you do not fully understand. 1. 2t73] O|s | X| Ot =5 dtef.
2. Stay sensitive to spiritual impurity. 2. 9& BH0| QlZSte}.
3. Seek continual cleansing before YHWH. 3. OFg| 2HOjM X|£H QI HHZ =52}

Numbers 20 — The Waters of Meribah
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Even great leaders must guard their speech and L oymiupo o o A
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emotions. Moshe struck the rock instead of speaking to BMes YEY2 2 HSHA| 0 242 JE

it as commanded. A moment of frustration can diminish &~7o0| H 1.7} Q2§ =Mo| AOjE 2AA|Z %

a lifetime of faithful service.
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generation must learn trust. ol glofatit Mzlol SRdES 20 =L
Principles
1. Control anger before it controls you. 1. 27t SIS X|8fst7| ©of| Cr2| 2t

2. Honor YHWH accurately before others. 2. CHE AtEHE A0 A Ol Z HEEA| =Lzt



3. Trust YHWH even when circumstances seem

. : 3. 420 27ts8l £ & O & 4l 2[5}at.
impossible.
Numbers 21 — The Bronze Serpent
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Complaining blinds people to YHWH's provision. =82 Olel sa5 2X| XSt 2ot ZAb=
Gratitude restores spiritual vision. When the people A Al F|EA|ZICH  HMO| HiS
looked upon the bronze serpent, they were healed oro oo 5 =
because they turned their attention from their suffering to HietE2 s O Xf@e A2 180| Ot

YHWH's mercy. OF2|| Q| XHH|E HI2tE Q47| [ 20|},
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Victory comes through dependence upon YHWH rather Sels 2ighe 20 OFof et o|ES Sol
than human strength. 2r},
Principles
1. Replace complaining with gratitude. 1. 282 ZALE HHtet,
2. Look upward when facing trials. 2.AMd 7Fz 0 A2 I ][ E H2tE et
3. Remember past deliverances. 3. kAL #EE 7| Y5tet
Numbers 22 — Balaam and the Donkey
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Balaam knew the will of YHWH but desired personal == Flel <& 2R He= oIS
gain. Spiritual knowledge without purity of heart leads to U Ct. 02| =Z0| gl & XA 2 Ef2o 2
corruption. 0|O{ FIC}.
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The donkey saw what Balaam could not. Pride often Hrle ZEO0l 2X X Ag 2R 12
blinds us to dangers that humility would reveal. 20| 2 2 9l 9|32 7| L},

Principles
1. Examine your motives carefully. 1. ApAlel S7|1E HA S| EAdte)

El
[

z%

2. Do not allow greed to guide decisions. 2. B &0| = A|HiStA SHX| Zetf,

3. Remain teachable, even through unexpected3- O Xet =75

messengers. 7FX| 2},
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Numbers 23 — Blessing Cannot Be Cursed
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YHWH's purposes cannot be overturned by human
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schemes. Balak sought a curse, but YHWH turned it into = 7= XS =R SE2=E
blessing. Faith rests upon His faithfulness, not upon HFRAICH Q122 ASo| OFL| 2} OFg|| 0| Al AlSHAS

circumstances.

Integrity means speaking what is true rather than what is © 7 5

profitable. SH= Z{0|C}

Principles

1. Trust the sovereignty of YHWH. 1. Okl 2| =& Z A E[5tef.

2. Speak truth even when pressured. 2. eSS 2ot TIAE Eotel

3. Rest in the blessings of covenant faithfulness. 3. ko[ AlA gt OFO| A OFAISEEL,
Numbers 24 — Balaam's Final Oracles
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The Spirit of Elohim can reveal truth even through
imperfect vessels, yet the vessel remains accountable for —

its character. Balaam prophesied accurately but did not o|zof Cjjsff *HQl0| QIC} giate X3ty
walk uprightly.
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Knowing truth is not the same as living truth. 2| Z Otz A1 X[ E A= A2 CHEL]
Principles

1. Seek character before reputation. 1. BEELC 1 HE =5t 2L

2. Let revelation produce transformation. 2. AA|7} Bzt 2 O|Of X|A| S}t

3. Align your life with your words. 3.ai= A EXA|7| 2]

Numbers 25:1-9 — Baal Peor and the Zeal of Phinehas
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Spiritual compromise often begins with small concessions. of
Israel first joined the Moabites socially, then morally, and
finally spiritually. Sin rarely arrives all at once.
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Phinehas demonstrates courageous zeal for the holiness of
YHWH. True zeal is not personal anger but devotion to E&l2 EHOJFECE XEl o2 71X 27t

divine truth and covenant faithfulness. OFL|2} OFsl| o] XI2|9F 0190y CHSH 1 AlO|Ct,

Principles

1. Guard against gradual compromise. 1. AR ErEE A 5te)

2. Choose holiness over popularity. 2. Q17| 2Lt AEEE MEiStEL

3. Be courageous in defending what is right. .52 A8 X7|= Ol 87|1& 7HX| 2}

Summary of Numbers 19-25:9

Seven Major Lessons L& 71X FR2 ng
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1. Obey even when you do not understand. . O|S{&| K| 4Ot =FStet.

2. Guard your speech and emotions. 2. 2t Z4-HE X[ A2}

3. Replace complaint with gratitude. 3. =282 4AE HHL 2}

4. Purify your motives. 4. &7|& ‘825t Stz

5. Trust the sovereignty of YHWH. 5.0kl e =32 AE[5tEL

6. Let truth transform your character. 6. 2|7t 2142 HotA| 7] A Stet.

7. Resist compromise and pursue holiness. 7. EtHE ARSI D A S F=5tet



