The Pearl of Torah
Matthew 26:59-66; 26:64
with Leviticus 21:1-24:23 and Ezekiel 44:15-31

1. Core Passage

In Matthew 26:59-66, Yehoshua stands before the

high priest and the council. They seek testimony

against Him, but the witnesses are unstable. Finally,

the high priest asks whether He is the Moshiach,

the Son of Elohim. Yehoshua answers by pointing to

Daniel 7 and Psalm 110: “From now on you shall
see the Son of Adam sitting at the right hand of
Power and coming on the clouds of heaven.”

2. Torah Layer — Leviticus 21:1-24:23

Leviticus 21-22 centers on the holiness of the

priesthood. The kohen must guard purity, speech,

body, offering, and sanctuary service. The high

priest especially carries a higher standard because

he represents Israel before YHWH.

Leviticus 24 moves from holy oil and holy bread to

the sin of blasphemy. The one who profanes the
Name is judged. This becomes important in
Matthew 26, because Yehoshua is condemned
under the accusation of blasphemy.

Key Torah Terms

Hebrew / Transliteration

[N — kohen

7iTa |nd — kohen gadol
WTp — kodesh

v ‘M7n — chillul HaShem

nwn WiTy — kiddush HaShem
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3. Prophetic Layer — Ezekiel 44:15-31

Ezekiel 44 describes the faithful sons of Zadok.
While others went astray, they remained near to
YHWH. They are permitted to draw near, minister,
teach the difference between holy and common,
and judge according to Torah.

This creates a sharp contrast with Matthew 26. The
priestly court should have guarded holiness and
truth, but instead it seeks false testimony. The office
is holy, but the judgment becomes corrupted.

4. Hidden Connection

The hidden pearl is this: the One judged as a
blasphemer is actually the One who sanctifies the
Name.

In Leviticus 24, the blasphemer misuses the Name
and is judged. In Matthew 26, Yehoshua speaks
truthfully of His identity and is judged as though He
had misused the Name.

The high priest tears his garments, but Leviticus
21:10 says the high priest must not tear his
garments. This moment reveals a deep reversal: the
earthly high priest tears what he should guard, while
Yehoshua remains silent and bears the true priestly
burden.

5. Matthew 26:64 as the Center

“You shall see the Son of Adam sitting at the right
hand of Power and coming on the clouds of
heaven.”
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This is not merely a defense. It is a throne
declaration. Yehoshua does not argue like an
accused criminal; He speaks as the hidden Judge.

The council thinks it is judging Him. But His words
reveal that the true judgment is moving in the
opposite direction: they are standing before the Son
of Adam.

6. Final Synthesis

Leviticus teaches that the priesthood must guard
holiness. Ezekiel teaches that faithful priests must
distinguish between holy and common. Matthew
shows the tragedy of priestly authority failing to
recognize the Holy One standing before it.

The Torah warns against profaning the Name. The
Gospel shows the Name being sanctified through
the suffering of the Righteous One.

The false court condemns Yehoshua as guilty, but
the hidden Torah pattern reveals Him as the true
Kohen, true Offering, and true Judge.

7. Mussar

Do not confuse religious authority with spiritual
discernment. A holy office can still make an unholy
judgment.

Guard your speech, especially when judging another
person. False testimony is not only a legal sin; it is a
spiritual profaning of the Name.

The true servant of YHWH does not always defend
himself loudly. Sometimes holiness is revealed
through silence, restraint, and trust in the heavenly
court.
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Before calling something “blasphemy,” ask whether
you are resisting falsehood—or resisting truth
because it threatens your position.

Pearl Summary

The holy priesthood was meant to guard the Name.
But in Matthew 26, the priestly court condemns the
One who perfectly sanctifies the Name. Yehoshua,
accused as a blasphemer, is revealed as the Son of
Adam, the heavenly Judge, the true Priest, and the
faithful Witness.
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