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As Ya’akov approaches death, he does not retreat into silence. He gathers his sons, looks at them honestly, and blesses 

them truthfully. According to Rashi, Ya’akov wished to reveal the end of days but was prevented—reminding us that 

leaders do not control the future. Instead, Ya’akov speaks into the present with clarity and love. He names what each son 

has become and what Yisrael will need from them. 

 

Most striking is Ya’akov’s insistence on burial in the land of promise. Rashi explains that Ya’akov refused Mitzrayim 

not out of fear, but discernment: prosperity must never replace destiny. Ramban deepens this insight, teaching that burial 

in the land is an act of faith—faith that covenant outlasts exile, and promise outlasts comfort. 

 

Ya’akov’s authority is not loud. It is steady. Even in death, he teaches Yisrael where it belongs. The Scripture whispers 

that the true leadership is the courage to point beyond oneself. 

 

Yosef’s life culminates not in triumph, but in restraint. Though he holds unmatched power in Mitzrayim, his final words 

do not secure Yisrael’s place there. Instead, he speaks hope into the future: “Elohim will surely remember you.” 

Rashi hears in these words a coded promise of redemption. Ramban notices something even more daring—Yosef could 

have demanded immediate burial in Canaan, yet he chooses delay. His coffin remains in Mitzrayim, silent but eloquent, 

reminding Yisrael that fulfillment has not yet come. Sforno adds that Yosef teaches Yisrael how to read history: not 

through political success, but through divine remembrance. 

 

Yosef’s leadership lies in his refusal to close the story too soon. He leaves Yisrael with a holy ache, a longing that keeps 

faith alive. Sometimes the greatest gift a leader leaves behind is not an answer, but a hope strong enough to wait. 

 

When David speaks to Shlemo at the edge of death, he does not glorify kingship. He humbles it. “Keep the charge of 

YHWH… as written in the Torah of Moshe” (1Kings 2:3). Rashi underscores the warning: even a chosen dynasty stands 

under divine command. 

 

David’s words remind us that authority without accountability corrodes the soul. Sforno explains that David’s unfinished 

matters of justice are not vengeance, but responsibility passed forward. Leadership does not erase complexity—it teaches 

how to face it wisely. 

 

The Talmud (Berakhot 4a) remembers David as a king who ruled by day and submitted to Torah by night. That is his 

greatness. David shows us that power survives only when it bows to something higher than itself. 

 

Then comes the most startling scene of all. Yehoshua, knowing that all authority has been given to Him, kneels. He 

washes feet (John 13:4). In a world where power demands recognition, Yehoshua chooses obscurity. In a culture where 

masters are served, he serves. Like Moshe—whom Scripture calls the humblest of all—Yehoshua reveals that humility 

is not weakness, but truth lived out. 

 

“What I am doing you do not understand now,” he tells his disciples (ibid., v. 7). Like Yosef’s coffin, this act waits to 

be understood. Authority here is not imposed, but embodied. It enters memory, shapes imagination, and forms future 

leaders who will one day kneel as well. 

 

The Scriptural tradition teaches that the righteous are often greater in death than in life—not because they cling to power, 

but because they release it. Ya’akov blesses. Yosef hopes. David instructs. Yehoshua serves. 

 

Each shows us that authority does not disappear when it is given away. It multiplies. True leadership does not ask, How 

long will I rule? It asks, What kind of people will rise when I am gone? Authority that endures is authority that trusts the 

future to Elohim, submits itself to truth, and flows outward in love. When power becomes a blessing, death does not end 

leadership—it completes it. 

 

Shalom. 


