Mussar of Parashat Chayei Sarah
Theme: A Life of Faithfulness, Kindness, and Lasting Legacy / Al & gt1t @10, A2|0 FRE| &= &0 g4t
Torah: Bereshith (Genesis) 23:1-25:18
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Parashat Chayei Sarah, meaning “The Life of Sarah,”
begins with her death. At first, this seems unusual.
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begin by describing her passing? The answer reveals
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left behind. Sarah's physical life comes to an end, yet = + -
her influence continues through Yitshaq, Rivqah, and o1 |C} Al2fo] K& Q1 A
the generations that follow.
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When Sarah dies, Avraham mourns for her and then i 2 sI74A{ 0|0  ZpL}OF
purchases the cave of Machpelah as her burial place
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(Genesis 23:2-20). Although Elohim had promised ofEgtetz 1 &S WM BT Al 27 dS
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negotiates openly, and pays the full price. His conduct X|E3tL|Ct 19| HEL 0Fg|9o| @
teaches that trusting in the promises of YHWH does
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others. True faith expresses itself through integrity, ASS| SM L OF EICH= AAS 7l2H FLC}
even when we believe something rightfully belongs
to us.

The story then turns to Avraham's servant, who is sent
to find a wife for Yitshaq. At the well, the servant
prays for guidance, asking that the appointed woman I} 7%l OfE2tgto| FO|AHE O[O EL|Ct 2= 7H0

would offer him water and willingly draw water for + =
A F2 AAOA 22 DAY T ® otz
his camels (Genesis 24:12—14). Rivqah fulfills this — '~ © oA == 0L = Fes

O|OfX|= O|0F7|= O|=3t32| OfLE H7| 29



request without knowing who the servant is or what LIELS of| H| £ 7|7H0] 22 Z 0] == 001 Ot}
she might receive in return. Her kindness is not
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demonstrated most clearly when we serve others Ct.
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she takes action. In Mussar, good intentions alone do
not establish good character. Virtue becomes MoH|E0tC 2= 2E0H HdE0| L E|X| Q& LICE
meaningful when it is practiced consistently, ,
especially when doing good requires time, energy,
and inconvenience. A generous heart is revealed not 142 TS| Mg I
by what it promises, but by what it willingly gives.
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When Rivqah is asked whether she will leave her
family and go with the servant, she responds, “I shall “ZtAg L Chetn e LS M 7] 24:58). 249
go” (Genesis 24:58). Her decision echoes Avraham's Zcte  ofg| o =]
earlier obedience when YHWH called him to leave
his homeland (Genesis 12:1-4). Both demonstrate the Ot eteto| =& = M e[ YLICHEM 7] 12:1-4),
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detail of the future. Faith does not mean that
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obedience when the path ahead is not fully visible. o2 g|al 2314l 0| 2bM S| AFE}X| = Z4S o|O| 8|
Spiritual maturity requires both discernment and the
willingness to act when the time comes.
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mother's death (Genesis 24:67). This moment reveals R N
S LICE O|=3ta = Ar2tof tigh 7[9= X[ HE[X|

that grief and renewal can exist together. Yitshaq does
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honoring the past does not require remaining trapped o7|M 22|= NtHE =FICH= Z{0| HIEA| &=
in sorrow. We honor those who came before us most |
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and Yishmael come together to bury him (Genesis
25:7-10). The Torah closes this chapter of his life by 212f0| 12| =& O|F 0= A= O[O TICt= At 2
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death. Avraham could not control every choice made
by future generations, but he could live faithfully in SA|2 = QIRJUAKX|Tt, XHMO|H FO{T AICHE
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teachings of Mussar: our responsibility is not to =
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obedience, and loving-kindness that will bless those
who follow us.
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Core Mussar — 34 A2
The central lesson of Chayei Sarah is that a meaningful &oj|0| Af2}o| Al mZ L o|Q|
life is measured not by its length, possessions, or
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remain after we are gone. Sarah leaves a legacy of faith,
Avraham demonstrates integrity, Rivqah reveals selfless
chesed, and Yitshaq carries the covenant into the next
generation. Together, their lives teach that spiritual
greatness is formed through ordinary acts of obedience,
generosity, and trust in YHWH. The greatest legacy we
can leave is not what we possess, but the goodness we
cultivate in others.
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