Mussar — Devarim Ch. 32

Devarim 32

Devarim 32 is Moshe’s final great song of witness. It moves from YHWH’s faithfulness, to Yisrael’s
forgetfulness, to judgment, and finally to restoration. Its Mussar message is especially concerned with memory,
gratitude, humility, discernment, and returning to YHWH.

1. Let the Teaching Fall Like Rain — Devarim 32:1-3

“Let my instruction fall as rain, my speech drop
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at other times a quiet word changes the heart.
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righteous to grow within you.

2. The Rock Is Perfect — Devarim 32:4
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“The Rock! His work is perfect, for all His ways are
right-ruling, an ElI of truth and without DEZo| Mo|E1 TIASHH E2|7l gie i
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Yisrael’s failure. This is crucial. When circumstances
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through their circumstances rather than judging their o

circumstances through what they know of YHWH.
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Mussar: When you cannot understand the path of
YHWH, do not allow what you do not understand to
erase what you already know about His faithfulness.

3. Remember the Days of Old — Devarim 32:7

“Remember the days of old, consider the years
of many generations. Ask your father and let
him show you, your elders, and let them say to
you.”

Torah repeatedly treats forgetfulness as a spiritual
danger. Moshe does not merely say, “Learn
history.” He says, “Remember.” Covenant
memory must become personal memory.

The younger generation is also commanded to ask.
Wisdom requires humility—the recognition that
those who walked before us may know something
we do not.

Mussar: A generation that stops asking its elders
eventually begins believing that wisdom began
with itself.
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4. He Found Him in a Wilderness — Devarim 32:10-12
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5. Yeshurun Grew Fat and Kicked — Devarim 32:

“But Yeshurun grew fat and kicked... then he
forsook Eloah who made him, and scorned the
Rock of his deliverance.”

One of Ha’Azinu’s most uncomfortable lessons is
that adversity is not our only spiritual danger.
Prosperity can also test the soul. Need naturally
reminds us that we are dependent; abundance can
create the illusion of self-sufficiency.

Mussar: The question is not merely whether you
can remain faithful when you have nothing. Can
you remain grateful when you have everything?

“You neglected the Rock who brought you forth,
and forgot the El who fathered you.”

The tragedy 1s described as forgetfulness. Yisrael did

not simply misunderstand a doctrine; they forgot the
One from whom their life and identity came.

Mussar: Sin often begins before the sinful act itself.

begins when gratitude fades, memory weakens, and

YHWH slowly moves from the center to the margins of Al

consciousness.
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7. Consider Your Latter End — Devarim 32:28-29

“If they were wise, they would understand this,
they would consider their latter end!”

Torah defines wisdom here in a striking way: the
wise person considers where the present path will
eventually lead. Foolishness sees only the immediate
pleasure, advantage, anger, or desire. Wisdom
follows the road all the way to its destination.

Mussar: Before making an important choice, ask not
only, “What do I want now?” but “If I continue in
this direction, who will I become?”

8. Their Rock Is Not Like Our Rock — Devarim 32

“For their rock is not like our Rock—even our
enemies are judges.”

Every person builds life upon some “rock”: wealth,
reputation, intellect, power, relationships, ideology, or
YHWH. The difference often remains hidden until
pressure comes.

Mussar: Trials do more than test our strength; they
reveal what we have actually been standing upon.
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9. Vengeance Belongs to YHWH — Devarim 32:35-36



“Vengeance is Mine, and repayment... For

YHWH judges His people and has compassion on

His servants.”

Human beings often want immediate justice,

especially when wounded. Ha’ Azinu reminds us that

final judgment belongs to YHWH. This does not
eliminate justice; it removes personal vengeance
from our hands.

Mussar: Seeking what is right is different from
needing to personally repay every wrong. Do not

allow another person's wrongdoing to turn bitterness

into your master.

10. See Now That I, | Am He — Devarim 32:39

“See now that I, I am He, and there is no
mighty one besides Me. I put to death and I
make alive. I have wounded, and I heal.”

After the entire song exposes human instability, the
attention returns to the One who does not change.
Nations rise and fall; strength appears and
disappears; human loyalties fluctuate. YHWH
remains.

Mussar: Spiritual stability begins when the center
of life moves from the changing self to the
unchanging YHWH.

Core Mussar — Devarim 32
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Al
Remember when life becomes comfortable. Prosperity =8

must deepen gratitude rather than produce forgetfulness.

Think about the end of the road. Wisdom does not
merely evaluate today's choice; it considers tomorrow's
character.

Receive correction like rain. Not every uncomfortable
word is harmful; some words disturb us because they
are watering something that needs to grow.

Do not confuse blessing with independence. The more
YHWH provides, the more reason we have to remember
the Giver.

Build upon the Rock. Trials eventually expose
whatever we have made foundational to our lives.

Remember YHWH before you need to be reminded.
Ha’Azinu warns that forgetting YHWH in prosperity

can eventually make hardship necessary to awaken
remembrance.
The central Mussar of Ha’Azinu is therefore:

in |
Do not wait for the wilderness to remember the ©
Rock who carried you through it. H}
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