The Pearl of Torah — Side-by-Side Format

Core Passage (Mark 9:43-49)

English

“If your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off... it is
better for you to enter into life maimed... For
everyone shall be salted with fire, and every
offering shall be salted with salt.”

Torah Layer (Leviticus 12-15)

English

Leviticus defines tumah (ritual impurity) as a condition that 2

disrupts nearness to holiness—not sin itself, but a
contagious state.

Impurity spreads and must be handled through separation, T

recognition, and purification.

If ignored, it contaminates the sanctuary (Lev 15:31).

Therefore, sources of impurity are removed from the camp

(Lev 13).

Mark’s “cut it off” reflects this Torah principle: remove what

spreads impurity.

Prophetic Layer (Isaiah 66:15-24)

English

Isaiah reveals final purification through divine fire.

Those who define purity on their own terms are
judged (66:17).

The unclean face eternal separation (66:24).

Mark 9 directly echoes: “their worm does not die...”
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Gehenna = Levitical impurity extended into eternity.

Hidden Connection

English

Leviticus = defines impurity (ritual, temporary)
Mark - internalizes impurity (moral, personal)

Isaiah - finalizes impurity (eternal, cosmic)
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“Cutting off” = spiritual separation, not physical harm “{Z0{ '&l” = & &£ 2|

“Fire” = divine purification/judgment

“Salt” = covenant preservation (Lev 2:13)

Final Synthesis

English

Holiness requires decisive separation from impurity. S 2 £ 22 EHO| bt ot &2

Leviticus: identify and separate
Mark: remove from within

Isaiah: God removes eternally if ignored

Better to lose part now than lose holiness forever

Mussar

English

Do not tolerate small impurities—they spread

Separation protects holiness
True purification costs something

What you keep will shape you
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Mapping Levitical Impurity = Inner Traits

Inner Impurity Map

Levitical Category Inner Meaning

Childbirth (Lev 12) Transition = vulnerability
Tzara’at (Lev 13-14)
Bodily discharge (Lev 15) Uncontrolled desire / excess

Contact with impurity  Influence of environment

Deeper Insight
English

Impurity is not random—it reflects disordered flow of
life energy

Tzara’at = outward manifestation of inward corruption
Discharge = loss of contained life-force

Therefore: holiness = properly ordered flow

Mussar Application

English stz 0]
Guard your speech (tzara’at root) aF = A
Guard your desires (flow discipline) 20F Hxl
Guard your influences 34 Z2tg|

Identify “sources” not just “symptoms” =&

CONTINUATION 2
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Pride, lashon hara (spiritual exposure)

Fire and Salt — Mystical Expansion (Zohar / Tanya Framework)

Fire (WN)

English St 0f
Fire represents din (judgment) and purification =2 & Tt
It burns away excess and falsehood ZH Al A 1t
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In Tanya: fire = passion redirected to holiness ElLf: & ={E22 ™

Salt (n7n)
English ot=0f
Salt preserves and stabilizes Ao HESID QHHA|ZICE

It represents covenant permanence 212f2| X|&d

Zohar: salt = sweetening of judgment 2SI 2: A5 = MIO| 2t5}

Combined Meaning (Mark 9:49)

English St 0f

“Salted with fire” = judgment + preservation together “£ £ A& XICP” = MOt  HZE
Fire removes impurity == 282 A

Salt preserves holiness s

Together: transformation, not destruction 274 | 7t ofL| 2f Hs}

Final Mystical Insight

English =0
Without fire - stagnation =0| o™ =K
Without salt - decay 230| gle™ Lo

True holiness = balanced refinement &= HE = 2% Zsl M4

Closing Mussar

English st 0§
Accept the fire—it refines you =2 2ot=0 2}
Keep the salt—stay in covenant 222 X|AH2}



