EXODUS 25 (25:1-40) — The Heart that Builds a Sanctuary

Key Mussar Teachings
English

“Take for Me a contribution... from every person
whose heart moves him” (25:2). Rashi stresses: it
must be 2% naT (freewill of the heart) — not
coerced giving.

Mussar: holiness begins where the will is purified:
| give because | choose to align with Heaven, not
because I’'m pressured.

Ramban (on Terumah’s opening) highlights: the
Mishkan continues Sinai — a way for the
Presence to dwell among Israel.

Mussar: spirituality is not “peak moments only.”
We must build continuity after revelation: habits,
structures, daily practices that hold the fire.

The Ark comes first (25:10—-22): Torah-center
before aesthetics. (Common rabbinic principle in
commentaries.)

Mussar: if my life has “beautiful curtains” but no
inner Ark (truth/discipline/Torah), it’s a shrine to
self. Put the core first.

Cherubim facing each other (25:20). Rabbinic
tradition often reads this as relational harmony
linked to the Presence.

Mussar: the Shekhinah rests where there is
repaired relationship — | can’t claim devotion to
Heaven while refusing repair with people.

Zohar (Terumah themes): the Mishkan mirrors
the cosmic pattern; physical details correspond to
spiritual channels.
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English st 0§

Mussar: my “small actions” are not small. A «AtQ SHO|En2 KEX| QL MUS MBS EZE
precise deed can open a channel; a careless deed AT DAISE| E2Z arer
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“dwelling below” happens through inner
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Mussar: build a Mishkan in the mind: what | DALE. O OH0j| kS M| al L7} Bt st=

repeatedly think becomes an altar.

Chapter 25 — Practical Mussar (EN/KR)
e EN: Choose one “terumah”: time, attention, money, apology — and give it freely this week.
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EXODUS 26 (26:1-37) — Hidden Beauty, Boundaries, and Inner Alignment
English st 0]

The inner curtains are richly woven (26:1), while outer OFZ 3|2 M W1 (26:1) HFZ EIHS H| DA
coverings are simpler. Many commentators note the
inward beauty. 2-8ISICE O] = “Lf 2| OFFCh&”S Al AFSHCE.
Mussar: the truest beauty is the one no one sees —
integrity, private humility, hidden charity.

The boards stand upright and joined (26:15-17). FEO| A MM ME Sl (26:15-17).
Rabbinic moral reading: stability + interlock.
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The veil divides holy and holiest (26:33). Sforno-type
approach often emphasizes ordered access to sanctity.

Mussar: boundaries are not coldness; they are BAR: AAH =2 W™l ot RHEHE X 7| =
guardrails for intimacy. Without boundaries, holiness B &80l L710|C}.
leaks.



English

Zoharic motif: partitions and layers reflect gradations HIASIC}

of light.

Mussar: don’t demand “highest light” while refusing

“lower work.” Purity is climbed step-by-step.

Chassidic/Tanya tone: concealment is not absence; it

is a form of divine pedagogy.

Mussar: when life feels “covered,” treat it as training

in faithfulness, not proof of abandonment.

Chapter 26 — Practical Mussar (EN/KR)
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e EN: Add one boundary: a screen limit, a speech restraint, a money rule — to protect holiness.

. KR BZIS Mot BT AIZE RIS, AN HH, AH| 7 — 7

=252
='-T|:||-E

X717] /IOl et

EXODUS 27:1-19 — The Altar, the Courtyard, and the Discipline of Approach

English

The altar is outside (27:1-8). Before entering,
one meets sacrifice.

Mussar: the first gate is not “feeling spiritual” but
surrendering ego. My pride must be offered
before my prayer becomes clean.

Ibn Ezra / peshat focus often highlights practical
function: the altar is durable, portable, ordered.

Mussar: build practices that travel — faith that
works on ordinary days, not only in special
places.
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English

The courtyard sets a perimeter (27:9-19): access
is real, but not casual.

Mussar: don’t treat holy things casually — prayer,
marriage, truth, Torah. Familiarity can become
contempt.

Midrashic spirit: measurements teach proportion
— each part has its place.

Mussar: serve with balance; zeal without
measure becomes burnout, measure without zeal
becomes dead routine.

Zoharic lens: the altar corresponds to
transformation of harshness into sweetness (din
-> rachamim).

Mussar: don’t waste pain — bring it to the altar:
turn resentment into prayer, shame into repair,
anger into discipline.

Chapter 27 (to v.19) — Practical Mussar (EN/KR)
¢ EN: Identify one ego-pattern to “offer”
one concrete reversal daily.

ot 0f
29| dAH|(27:9-19): T
of 7| K| Zef.

: defensiveness, control, sarcasm, impatience — and practice
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Integrated Mussar Map (25-27:19)
English st 0§
25: Give from the heart = build the inner Ark (core 25 052 22l Ao > LE T2[2
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EN: The Mishkan is not only a place you enter — it is a self you become.
KR: 2 HHX| Al 2 “50{7h= T4 2 2H0| ofL| 2, d3t 2 = “&|0f Zk= X}O} (|| +{)” O| .



