Mussar from Exodus 35-40

Exodus 35 — Shabbat and the Awakening of the Heart

English

1. Shabbat Before the Mishkan Rashi explains that
the Torah mentions Shabbat before the Mishkan to
teach that even the sacred work of building the
sanctuary does not override Shabbat. Mussar
teaches that spiritual enthusiasm must remain
within the boundaries of Torah. Holiness is not only
what we do, but when we stop doing.

2. The Generous Heart The Torah repeatedly says
the offerings came from those “whose heart lifted
them.” Ramban explains that the people had never
learned these crafts in Egypt, yet they were inspired
with wisdom to do them. Mussar teaches that when
a person offers their heart to Hashem, hidden
abilities awaken within them.

3. The Awakening from Within The Zohar teaches
that the Mishkan was built from the “arousal from
below” (itaruta diletata). When human beings
awaken their hearts to serve Hashem, divine
blessing flows from above.

Exodus 36 — The Overflowing Generosity

English

1. Giving Beyond Enough The people bring so many
offerings that Moshe must stop them. Sforno
explains that this reflects the sincere repentance of
Israel after the sin of the Golden Calf. Mussar teaches
that true repentance expresses itself in positive
action.
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English

2. Wisdom and Skill Betzalel and the artisans are
filled with wisdom. The Tanya explains that wisdom
used for holiness elevates the physical world. Work
itself becomes a vehicle for divine service.

3. Balanced Devotion Even holy enthusiasm must be
guided with order. When enough materials exist, the
people must stop bringing more. Mussar teaches
that discipline protects holiness from chaos.

Exodus 37 — Building the Sacred Vessels

English

1. The Ark and the Torah Ramban teaches that the Ark

represents the heart of the Mishkan because it
contains the tablets of the covenant. Mussar teaches
that just as the Ark holds the Torah, the human heart
must become a vessel for divine wisdom.

2. The Menorah and Inner Light The Zohar interprets
the menorah as symbolizing the illumination of the
soul. Mussar teaches that each person is responsible
for bringing light into the world through wisdom and
kindness.

3. Beauty in Service The vessels of the Mishkan are

crafted with extraordinary beauty. Sforno explains that
beauty inspires reverence for Hashem. Mussar teaches

that aesthetics can elevate the spirit when used for
sacred purposes.
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Exodus 38 — Integrity and Accountability
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1. Transparent Leadership The Torah records the exact

XMslS| 7| 2SO 2HHES 0] 7| 20| o|Al S 1I|stHY
weight of gold, silver, and bronze. Ramban explains that < ™ | 7ISettt. g2 of 7|50l | & |
this accounting was done publicly to avoid suspicion. 2|3l S/HE 2 ZE O|F N Ct1 A HSHT}

Mussar teaches that leadership requires transparency DAl2E X E 0l EQA D HE 0|
and honesty.

I Qeirta 2 At
2. Responsibility for Communal Trust Itamar oversees 2, S-S K| M2|0f C{et X4 Q O|CIE2H2 MOt X = 9|
the accounting of the Mishkan r_natenals. Mussar J|2S ZESIC} OAf RS ZEXO| XIS TS
teaches that those entrusted with communal resources
must exercise careful stewardship. Ar2t2 M UA 2te|sfoF stk 7= XICE

3. ASBE 82| U2 BX HEH 4T
3. Holiness and Ethics The Mishkan is not only sacred

o [ —n L [
but ethically accountable. The Zohar teaches that divine OtL|2} 22| X HYO| = SZHO[L ===
presence rests only where righteousness and integrity SHLFY O] QIXN 7} 2| QF MEI0| Q= o H{2Ctn
dwell.

Jt2 At
Exodus 39 — Faithful Obedience
English st 0f

1. “O Z HH| A ZLA|of| Al B>E 54l t 2~ O
1. “As Hashem Commanded Moshe” This phrase L

. . L HO0| B £ICH 2hA|= O] HH=0] 4 9]

appears repeatedly. Rashi explains that the repetition
highlights the people’s complete obedience. Mussar Mot =5 Z Aot AEHSICH BAIE =
teaches that spiritual greatness lies in faithful QF| O|CHEHO| 7)O10| Q0| OFL|2} EAISH
consistency rather than personal glory.

=350 ATt 72 EICE
2. Inspection of the Work Moshe examines the 2. X o] 10| T M| = 2=l S = QlIst
completed worl.< and blesses the peop!e. Mu.ssar teaches HAS ZEEBICE DAlE S M3t O 7} M3l
that careful review ensures that good intentions lead to
good results. Z1tE 0|0 X| =& FH0| sttt 7t= X0t
3. Blessing Through Obedience The people receive 3. xS8 EcsE e Moks =AY
Moshe’s blessing after corT\pIehng the Mlshkan faithfully. OIABl S D Afjo| BES HIL[} DAjEL
Mussar teaches that blessing follows diligence and
responsibility. =50 Mt d4o F o het2 0k k= RCE



Exodus 40 — The Dwelling of the Divine Presence

English

1. Preparation Invites Presence Moshe sets up the

Mishkan and consecrates it. Ramban teaches that the
Mishkan becomes a continuation of the revelation at
Sinai. Mussar teaches that when a person prepares their
life with discipline, the Divine Presence can dwell within

them.

2. The Cloud of Guidance The cloud of Hashem rests
upon the Mishkan and guides Israel’s journeys. The Zohar
explains that this cloud symbolizes divine providence

guiding those who walk in holiness.

3. A Dwelling for Hashem Among People The book of
Exodus ends with the glory of Hashem filling the Mishkan.
The Tanya teaches that the ultimate goal of creation is
that the Divine Presence dwell in the lower world. Mussar
teaches that every person can transform their life into a

sanctuary for Hashem.
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