Devarim Ch. 29

Verse 9

“All of you are standing today before YHWH your
Elohim: your leaders, your tribes, your elders and
your officers, all the men of Yisrael.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe gathers the entire nation before
YHWH. Covenant renewal is not limited to leaders or
priests; all Yisrael stands together.

Remez: The words “standing today” suggest spiritual
readiness. Yisrael is not merely present physically; the
people are positioned before YHWH to hear and
respond.

Drash: Before YHWH, social distinctions do not
determine covenantal worth. Leaders, elders, officers,
and ordinary people all stand under the same Torah.

Sod: The many members of Yisrael stand as one
covenantal body. Individual souls remain distinct, yet
together they reveal the unity of the people belonging
to YHWH.

Energetic Flow

Gathering - Standing - Hearing - Covenant

YHWH gathers individuals into a covenant community.
The first movement is not doing but standing
consciously before Him.

Meaning

“E 3] BF7} L43]2| Elohim OFF 2ol M
ALL| & 3o 2 FMe| St X| ot =3t F2 S}

22| E 3} Yisrael 2] 2 E HHXIO|H”

HAFE: Moshe = 2 B4 S OFg)| 2tof| 2 SL|Ct.

o1ofo| A2 K| =Xt} K AFEOf| A B = oHE[ K|
Q1 B E Yisrael O| A M L|C},

| -

—

Bl = x5 A QUTp7*x
TH|E L AIELICE Yisrael 2 The3|
3978Ud o

=ot7| 2lo] & A0 A A LICE.

Z0| OtL| 2} ofgl o] ZEEE =1

oCc
o

Eh4l: OF3l QHOIA = ARZIX XI9|7} QIoFE]

7tX| & 278k EELILh X[ =Atet = ot

_I
O H
H DI 5 LS Torah OF2H Of

b EH A

2
Ql
= 10

12| 9}

—

A LIC}

AC.y 2 #=0| 5Lt

12 CHEX| 2 27H|

=2
[==y—]

OI_1 3

mun

Yisrael 2| ¥ 2 H1 M
d=2

sSHZ gLt 4

>~

OFRI7H| &t g of oLt EefdL o

SHZ 22 LT},

St A0[ OfL 2t a&



Covenant begins with recognizing where we stand.

Yisrael stands before YHWH, not merely before Moshe.

Torah therefore derives its authority from the One
before whom the people stand.

Mussar

Ask yourself: Before whom am | living today?
Awareness that we stand before YHWH changes how
we speak, choose, judge, and treat others.

Verse 10

“Your little ones, your wives, and your sojourner who
is in the midst of your camp, from the one who cuts
your wood to the one who draws your water.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe explicitly includes families, children,
foreigners, and laborers. No part of the community is
excluded from this covenantal gathering.

Remez: From the highest leader to the person
performing the humblest task, everyone stands before
the same YHWH.

Drash: Covenant responsibility reaches beyond
personal spirituality. Households, children, workers,
and outsiders living among Yisrael are affected by the
holiness of the community.
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Mussar

Never measure another person's spiritual importance
by position, education, wealth, or visibility. The person
unnoticed by society may be standing immediately MALO| =2 S|X| Qb= ALZHO| OF3)| QHO|AM = HE 2
beside you before YHWH.

Verse 11
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Peshat: The gathering has a specific purpose: Yisrael is

entering a covenant confirmed by an oath.

Remez: Covenant is pictured almost as a doorway.
One does not merely hear about it; one enters it.

Drash: Hearing Torah requires response. Knowledge
without covenantal commitment leaves the hearer
standing outside what YHWH intends.

Sod: Covenant joins the life of the individual to a
purpose greater than the individual. Yisrael's identity

becomes inseparable from its relationship with YHWH.

Energetic Flow

Standing - Entering - Binding - Belonging

Standing before YHWH leads to entering His covenant;
entering creates obligation, and obligation establishes

belonging.

Meaning

Biblical covenant is more than agreement with certain
beliefs. It establishes a binding relationship expressed

through faithfulness and obedience.

Mussar

Do not remain merely an observer of Torah. Ask where

the words you hear require commitment, obedience,
and change.
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Verse 12

The purpose is that YHWH establish you today as His
people and that He be your Elohim, just as He spoke
to you and swore to Avraham, Yitzhaq, and Ya‘aqob.

PaRDeS

Peshat: The covenant confirms Yisrael as YHWH's
people and connects the present generation with the
promises given to the patriarchs.

Remez: “Today” joins the present generation to an
ancient promise. What YHWH began with Avraham
continues in their own day.

Drash: Every generation must receive the covenant as
something living in the present, not merely as the
history of its ancestors.

Sod: Covenant compresses generations together.

Avraham, Yitzhaq, Ya‘aqob, the wilderness generation,

and generations yet unborn participate in one
continuing covenantal story.

Energetic Flow

Promise - Covenant - People - Presence

YHWH's promise produces covenant identity: “You are

My people, and | am your Elohim.”

Meaning
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The goal of Torah is ultimately relational.

Commandments shape a people who belong to YHWH
and through whom His faithfulness to earlier generations MICHOI| A 20|Al 21

continues to be revealed.

Mussar

Do not ask only, “What must | do?” Ask also, “Whose
am I?” Obedience becomes clearer when identity
comes first: | belong to YHWH.

Verse 13

“And not with you alone | am making this covenant
and this oath.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe immediately expands the covenant
beyond those physically assembled before him. The
next verse will explain that its reach extends beyond
the present generation.

Remez: “Not with you alone” hints that covenant
carries generational responsibility. What one
generation receives must not terminate with that
generation.

Drash: Torah must be transmitted. A generation that
receives covenant but fails to teach it behaves as
though the covenant belonged only to itself.
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Sod: The covenant creates a spiritual continuity in
which generations separated by time nevertheless
stand together before YHWH.

Energetic Flow

Receive - Preserve - Teach - Continue

Covenant received today becomes responsibility
toward tomorrow.

Meaning

Devarim refuses to let Torah become merely the
memory of one historic generation. The covenant
received at the plains of Moab reaches beyond those
standing there. This prepares for the remarkable

declaration of the next verse concerning “the one who

is here with us today” and “the one who is not here
with us today.”

Mussar

Faithfulness thinks generationally. We should not ask
only whether Torah is alive in us, but whether our way
of living and teaching will help Torah remain alive after

us.

Verse 14
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Covenant moves through time without losing its
authority. Each generation receives what the previous
generation was commanded to preserve.

Meaning

Torah does not permit us to regard Sinai and the plains
of Moab merely as ancient history. Moshe deliberately
draws future generations into the event. The question
becomes not merely, “What did they hear?” but “How
am | standing before YHWH today?”

Mussar

Do not inherit Torah passively. Receive it as though you
too are standing there today. What previous
generations preserved for us becomes something we
are responsible to preserve for those who come after
us.

Verse 15

“For you yourselves know how we dwelt in the land
of Mitsrayim and how we passed through the nations
which you passed through.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe reminds Yisrael of its experience in
Mitsrayim and its journey among foreign nations. They
have personally witnessed societies shaped by other
gods and other forms of worship.
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Remeaz: Yisrael passed through the nations but was not

meant to become like them. Physical proximity must
not become spiritual assimilation.

Drash: Exposure creates both knowledge and

temptation. Having seen the nations' ways, Yisrael must

consciously distinguish between what it has observed
and what YHWH has commanded.

Sod: The covenant people move through a world filled

with competing spiritual loyalties. Their calling is to
pass through these environments without allowing
those environments to pass into the heart.

Energetic Flow

Exposure - Discernment - Separation -
Faithfulness

What the eyes encounter must be filtered through
covenant wisdom before the heart embraces it.

Meaning

Yisrael's history itself has become a teacher. They know

what life among the nations looks like. Therefore they
cannot claim ignorance when Moshe warns them
against adopting the worship they have witnessed.

Mussar

Not everything we encounter should become
something we imitate. Spiritual maturity requires
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learning how to pass through environments without
allowing them to redefine our values.

Verse 16

“And you saw their abominations and their idols

which were among them, wood and stone, silver and

gold.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Yisrael has directly seen the idols worshiped by
the nations—objects fashioned from ordinary materials

such as wood, stone, silver, and gold.

Remez: Moshe deliberately identifies the materials.

Something may appear precious because it is made of
silver or gold, yet precious material cannot transform a

human creation into Elohim.

Drash: Idolatry often begins when humans assign
ultimate value to something created. Wealth, power,

beauty, institutions, and even religious objects become
dangerous when they receive the devotion belonging

to YHWH.

Sod: Idolatry reverses creation: instead of creation

pointing toward the Creator, the human heart stops at

the created object and gives it ultimate significance.

Energetic Flow

Seeing - Desiring - Valuing - Worshiping
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Moshe interrupts the progression at its beginning. =
What looks impressive to the eyes must not capture =& L|Ct. =0 QMM O E HO|= AO| OS2
the heart A2 ZEH M OF ElL|Ct

Meaning

The Torah strips idols of their illusion by naming what
they actually are: wood, stone, silver, and gold. What = ©
the nations call gods are still created materials shaped o
by human hands.

Mussar

Learn to name things according to what they truly are.
Something impressive, expensive, or powerful does not
deserve your heart merely because society treats it as ALS|7} E2Q381A 07| = Z{Oto 2 etilo| ole g
important. 5

Verse 17
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Peshat: Moshe warns against anyone—individual,
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Remez: The danger begins in the heart before it
appears in outward worship. Likewise, a root grows
hidden beneath the ground before its fruit becomes
visible.

Drash: Moshe moves from the individual—“man or
woman”—to “family” and finally “tribe.” Hidden
unfaithfulness may begin privately but can eventually
influence an entire community.

Sod: The root represents the hidden orientation of the

soul. Fruit reveals what the root has been feeding
upon. Bitter fruit therefore signals a deeper disorder
beneath the visible life.

Energetic Flow

Heart turns - Root grows -> Fruit appears -
Community suffers

The visible crisis is often the final stage of something
that began quietly within the heart.

Meaning

Moshe identifies the true battlefield of covenant
faithfulness: the heart. Idolatry does not suddenly

appear when someone bows before an image. It begins
earlier, when the heart starts turning away from YHWH.

Mussar
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Examine roots, not merely fruit. When bitterness,

rebellion, jealousy, or spiritual coldness appears, do not

address only the outward behavior. Ask what has been
quietly taking root in the heart.

Verse 18

“And it shall be, when he hears the words of this

curse, that he should bless himself in his heart, saying,
‘l have peace though | walk in the stubbornness of my

heart,’ in order to add drunkenness to thirst.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe describes someone who hears the
covenant warnings yet reassures himself that no
judgment will come even while deliberately following
his own stubborn heart.

Remez: The most dangerous deception is self-
blessing—pronouncing shalom over ourselves when
YHWH has called us to repentance.

Drash: Hearing Torah does not automatically transform
a person. The same warning that softens one heart
may cause another heart to invent excuses.

Sod: False peace creates an inner counterfeit of
covenant blessing. The person attempts to receive the
fruit of obedience—shalom—while preserving the
root of rebellion.
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Energetic Flow
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Verse 19

“YHWH would not forgive him, but rather, the ORI A= 12 A8 LAl & ot a}
displeasure of YHWH and His jealousy shall burn
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book shall settle on him, and YHWH shall blot out his

name from under the heavens.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: The person described in the previous verse
deliberately hears the covenant warning yet chooses

stubborn rebellion. Moshe warns that such presumption

brings covenant judgment rather than the imagined
peace the person promised himself.

Remez: The contrast is between the person's self-
declared peace and YHWH's actual judgment. Human
reassurance cannot overturn divine truth.

Drash: Mercy must never be turned into permission for

rebellion. Trusting YHWH's compassion while
deliberately rejecting His covenant transforms
confidence into presumption.

Sod: To have one's name “blotted out” portrays the

opposite of covenantal remembrance. Covenant joins a

person to YHWH's people; persistent rebellion seeks
existence apart from that covenantal identity.

Energetic Flow

Presumption -» Rebellion - Judgment - Removal

What began as a hidden attitude of the heart has now
reached covenantal consequences.

Meaning
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The severity of this verse must be read with verse 18.
Moshe is not describing someone struggling with
weakness and seeking YHWH. He describes someone
who knowingly rejects YHWH's warning while assuring
himself, “I shall have peace.” The issue is deliberate
covenantal defiance disguised as security.

Mussar

Never confuse YHWH's patience with approval. His
patience should lead the heart toward repentance,
gratitude, and obedience—not deeper stubbornness.

Verse 20

“And YHWH shall separate him for evil, out of all the
tribes of Yisrael, according to all the curses of the
covenant that are written in this Book of the Torah.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: The rebellious individual is singled out from the
community to bear the covenant consequences written
in Torah.

Remez: Earlier Yisrael was set apart for holiness. Here
the same concept of separation appears tragically
reversed: one who rejects holy separation becomes
separated for judgment.

Drash: Membership in the community cannot
substitute for personal faithfulness. Being surrounded
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by covenant people does not protect someone who QICH= AfAlOIO Z o= MO 2 OfoFM EMS
consciously abandons covenant loyalty. S

Sod: Holiness and rebellion move in opposite
o
directions. Both produce separation: holiness separates @ =1 &

a person toward YHWH, while persistent rebellion AFZHS OF%||H| 2 SR 9 X|& X0l Hg L
eventually separates a person from covenant blessing. - = —
23 AR S Ao S50M 2Lt

Energetic Flow
Called apart - Choice - Rebellion - Separated away TtH|0{ £ E8HI2 5 MEH 5 HIH 5 HE| 22| =

A F2 Yisrael Of| A OF| & {151 FLE |2t
The covenant asks Yisrael to be separated for YHWH.
Rejecting that calling produces the opposite separation.
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Meaning

Ol H2 5% A RE|E
The verse protects an important covenant principle:
o€ prote P ensmPINEPET mm o] felo) el glofx| ALt
collective identity does not erase individual

responsibility. Devarim 29 begins with “all of you” Devarim 29 &2 **“L{ 3| R &"**7} SH| M=
standlng.toge.ther, ye.t each person remains responsible 4O 2 A|ZFSIX|DF ZH AFRLS O K 8| X}7| OF2 Q|
for the direction of his own heart.

I:IHSto-” XH Ol o| 0|¢|_| |:|._
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Mussar

Mot ESH= US0[X2 A SSH7F M=
A faithful community is a gift, but it cannot obey YHWH CHAISHO] OF|| | B8t 2= Q& L|CH 2EH =
in your place. Community strengthens faithfulness; it ABES 7t ol |
AAISES ZvSISEXR|OF 71Ol O] AHOI2 CUAIBER| =
never replaces personal responsibility. LIRS oA R 21e] S tHAOkK] =
e LIC

Verse 21



“And the generation to come of your children who rise “L4 3| 5| 0] ¥ 0] L 35| X}&0| =LY} ™ ELHof| A

up after you, and the foreigner who comes from a far
land, shall say, when they see the plagues of that land
and the sicknesses which YHWH has sent into it:”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Moshe now shifts from judgment upon an
individual to the possibility of national devastation.
Future generations and foreigners will see the
consequences upon the land and ask what happened.

Remez: The land itself becomes a witness. Covenant
faithfulness or unfaithfulness eventually leaves marks
visible even to later generations.

Drash: Every generation leaves something for the next
generation to interpret. Our descendants inherit not
merely our possessions but also the consequences of
the values by which we lived.

Sod: History becomes a form of testimony. What was
once hidden in human hearts eventually becomes
visible across generations.

Energetic Flow

Hidden choice - Public consequence - Future
witness - Question

What one generation chooses may become what
another generation must explain.

Meaning
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20| M Moshe = **“ 25 07| YX| %2

Earlier Moshe spoke of those “not here today.” Now
LICE O™ =1 Of2f MITH7t =&

Pal
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those future generations appear within the narrative.
They will look backward and ask why the land has or|

AL OS2 A E SO0HED of 1
suffered. Covenant decisions therefore possess a =
o

=
= S =4 U AER

L} X
OloFR MeEof= HAPK KHl0| QLT

- AN H

historical dimension.

Mussar

0|2 MICH7F S|S0 W) O|&HsH7| Bl= Zaty
Live so that future generations can look back and find |2 MITH 7t 7= Ok [ OloHst7| = 27t
faithfulness worth imitating rather than consequences OfL|Z2} 225 Otot MAIGHS AT QI T

they must struggle to understand. ALOFZHAIA| @

Verse 22

“«1 2 "o| R Az 2EHEO| £ NS
“All its land is sulphur, salt, and burning; it is not
BA|X] 25 QO E WX| 2511 X2px
sown, nor does it bear, nor does any grass grow IX] X5HH HE | X3tal &= Xt2tx|
there, like the overthrow of Sedom and Amorah, OfL|SIH OFZIHIM Rt B 2 5O
Admah and Tseboyim, which YHWH overthrew in His

Sedom 1} Amorah 2} Admah 2} Tseboyim 2|
displeasure and His wrath.”

SE I 22 HYLch
PaRDeS

H|AFE: Moshe = 1 E2| 4 E{E Sedom 1}
Peshat: Moshe describes extreme devastation by

comparing the land's condition to Sedom, Amorah, Amorah 2+ Admah 2t Tseboyim Off H| 11 5} H A
Admah, and Tseboyim. Fertile land can become barren 2 A3} S| 2 G AFSHL|CH H| 23 W Q1QkO

= o
under covenant judgment. _ — N
A orefo M = 27X 7 & = ASLICH

Remez: The land promised as a place of fruitfulness can B c
become barren when its purpose is rejected. Giftand HET|H ZHH|o| & 4= QUSL|ICH MBI U2

responsibility cannot be permanently separated. o
o



Al
greater the gift, the greater the responsibility to JPTSPN o _

remember the Giver and the purpose for which the gift | 275 _EE TE P4 |
was given. ZO| 2™ G 7| AS|oF & Al F{EIL|Ct

Sod: Fruitfulness represents life flowing in proper

= S| SO | =
covenantal order; barrenness portrays that order AHS LIEF O 2mete 3 27T HEfE
disrupted. The outward land mirrors an inward HO|FL|CH Q& QI who| AFEf 7} L& Q1 of ok
covenantal breakdown. = N

S 1| & grdetL
Energetic Flow
Gift > Forgetfulness - Disorder - Barrenness HME > U2t 5 BENM > 2| et

GOiE HE=E ORI 0] A ME2Q| 7| =7t | &=

What was intended to produce fruit becomes barren
when the relationship underlying the gift is rejected. 3|

Meaning

JdEE =M 2 Of

The contrast is deliberately severe. Yisrael is about to SQED GOV H
enter a land repeatedly described as abundant and O] S0{7}2] BHL|CF Moshe = 11 TS ASSH=
fruitful. Moshe warns that possession of the land is not
magical protection. The land remains YHWH's gift and

Z4 REA| 7 0P & QI H 5 7F OfL| 2t Z gL Cf,
must be inhabited according to covenant faithfulness. 7 2 o M| OF3|O| MESO0|H HUX AlAISH|

(b2t 2 OF7+OF Sh= X YL Ef.

Mussar

_ . _ _ OFR|7H| A Al ZFp K2l af 2hA| @F X| A 2f 7] 2| 2f
When YHWH gives something fruitful —time, resources,
F it Ie) 2 | “ (o} k=2
relationships, knowledge, or opportunity—ask not only, 238 AS M **Lj7t FAS
“What have I received?” but also, “For what purpose  HtQt=Jlonsx0F 2 X| Gt 1 #x«0| 0| OfIH 2M S
was it entrusted to me?” R
sl LA B AR =72t e S MA|L.

Verse 23



“And all nations shall say, “‘Why has YHWH done so to
this land? What does the heat of this great
displeasure mean?’”

PaRDeS

Peshat: The devastation becomes so striking that
surrounding nations ask why YHWH has treated the
land this way. The answer will follow: Yisrael
abandoned the covenant.

Remeaz: Yisrael's covenant life is never entirely private.
Both its blessing and its judgment communicate
something about YHWH to the nations.

Drash: A people called to bear witness to YHWH will
bear witness one way or another. Faithfulness displays
the wisdom of His ways; covenant failure displays the
seriousness of abandoning them.

Sod: The nations' question—“Why?” —reveals that
judgment itself becomes revelation. History forces
observers to search for the spiritual meaning beneath
visible events.

Energetic Flow

Devastation - Observation - Question - Revelation

The nations see the consequence, ask for its meaning,
and are directed toward the covenant relationship
between YHWH and Yisrael.

Meaning
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0| 242 Devarim 4:6-8 2| O| &M Q2 &S
C|RIA L o = o=
This reverses the ideal picture of Devarim 4:6-8. There FIESLICH X0 XM= o] 2I=0| Torah 2
the nations see Yisrael's Torah-shaped wisdom and A=l Yisrael 2| X8| &S E0 1 9I=9o| Lot
marvel at the greatness of the nation and the nearness
=9 Elohim O] 7}7740| Al Alof| =&FL|C}.
of its Elohim. Here they see devastation and ask what = | 7O Al ol S EFHIEF
went wrong. Either way, Yisrael's relationship with o7[Me=2dhegsS 20 FA0| HREJE=XE
YHWH becomes visible to the nations. 22 1|C} Ot AL E visrael T} OF3 2] BHA=
oj2{ L=of| Al =o|A ELC}.
Mussar
S22 &2 HOIX| i ol = Zk=FH L Ct.
AlAIGES CI2 2t =2 § = g||o| zlo
Our lives teach even when we are not speaking. HERE HE AEER o103 Ofele 22

Faithfulness can cause others to ask about the wisdom X|&|
of YHWH's ways; unfaithfulness can cause them to ask o
how something meant for blessing became broken. B B
Therefore, live so that the questions your life creates == USLICEH A B2 F4I2| 40] TS0 =
N
=
Al
=

point people toward YHWH's faithfulness.

Verse 24

«10f AFEHSO0| BSEI| & (0| x| Z4E2|
“And it shall be said, ‘Because they have forsaken the

covenant of YHWH Elohim of their fathers, which He Elohim OF%]|2| 212 = OFFMH| M 1S = Mitsrayim

made with them when He brought them out of the Lol M QI ES}0] LHA! Iff DS 0} M| Al ¢ieke

12

land of Mitsrayim. -
H&7| mj=olch & AYLICh”

PaRDeS

HAFE: & HO|A o{2] BIZ0| HE AHEF0 Ciot
Peshat: The nations' question from the previous verse
EHO| Z=O{ AILICH O 2|t LA S| 2o 740
receives its answer. The devastation did not occur =0 FOI BT 1 H g2 a9 20/ 20|

randomly; Yisrael forsook the covenant YHWH OFEl L|C}. Yisrael O] OF2||7H| Al Mitsrayim Ol A
established with them when He delivered them from Q=S AYBIA I Al HOFS B 27|

Mitsrayim.
oy = 4L Ct.



2| =: =0 =0 CHot 52 21ofel Mo T2
Remez: The reference to the Exodus reminds Yisrael
L o .
that covenant obligation follows redemption. YHWH F 0l IHELt= A= Yisrael 0|7l & 7| A LICE.
first brought them out of slavery; afterward He called OFEIHAME HAY O
o

=352
them to covenant faithfulness. . N . R
S olopH AuBtoz BE ML,

E2}4]: Yisrael 2| X[= EHES| 7HE A F S 071
Drash: Yisrael's sin is described not merely as breaking
il =
individual commandments but as forsaking a AO= BAE[X] U A S HEI A=
relationship. Torah obedience cannot be separated BAFEIL|C} Torah | &% & OF%|| 74| Ci st 1k

from covenant loyalty to YHWH.

22| = gLt

Sod: Mitsrayim represents bondage from which YHWH
brought His people into covenant freedom. To forsake !

the covenant is therefore a movement away fromthe Q' Z OIESHEESL|CH A B2 AAS HE|=
freedom YHWH gave and back toward another form of 0

bondage.

Energetic Flow

Deliverance - Covenant - Faithfulness - Life T > HokF 5 MAISH y AHTH

The tragedy reverses the flow: Deliverance -
Covenant - Forsaking -> Exile. Ha >

Meaning

OFRI7AIA Yisrael & T+ROH! A2 150] HA

QIMB A2 0|2 o LIL|C 12
YHWH did not redeem Yisrael because they had first 28t =52 OIF 27| W0l OFg L L 70l
perfected obedience. Redemption came first. Covenant HX| 2t5L|CH Q1o| =2 0|0| IS

obedience was their response to the One who had
already delivered them. Therefore, forsaking Torah was

more than violating rules; it was forgetting the Torah E H2|= A2 &S 07|= A 0|42z
Redeemer who brought them out of Mitsrayim. 1S Mitsrayim O A 0|20 L§Al LIRS U=
A0| &L,

Mussar



I A o|o] Al e o™ &5 2
Obedience becomes burdensome when we forget what
= 4Z4517| Hof

=

YHWH has already done. Remember redemption before TME =AGL S R
bl

I:I

considering obligation. Gratitude gives obedience its 22 7|AdSHAA|L.

proper foundation.
7|27t gL o

Verse 25

«JE0| 7HA UX| & ZSIE CIE AMES M7|D

“And they went and served other mighty ones and ==
bowed themselves to them, mighty ones that they did 1S 0|A| 25} 2 L] OF3|H Al 2 E0A F=X|
not know and that He had not given to them. OFL|8HAl HE 0| L|Ct”
PaRDeS

H|AFE.: Yisrael 2 OF|7H CHS HHEFE Ol B2

Peshat: Yisrael abandoned exclusive loyalty to YHWH !
and worshiped foreign gods that had no covenant 2|0 XA S0 OFF Ak 24 = Q= o)ut
A

relationship with them.

Remez: The phrase “they did not know” contrasts
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sharply with Yisrael's intimate knowledge of YHWH SR ==
through His acts of deliverance, revelation, and LUE AL ZotA =g L CH 52 XS0
provision. They exchanged the One they knew for gods o

they did not know.

Drash: Idolatry is fundamentally a misplaced ce}

datie 228 HXE
relationship. Something that never redeemed, DA LI} Yisrael S EABIAHLF 225 L
sustained, instructed, or covenanted with Yisrael Lo oo x| o
. . . . = OF2 OHO X = 7 =
receives the devotion belonging to the One who did all ZPEX| AL orE HE A0l Gle WO 0] 2=
these things. Ag gt 2| S8 HAS A FLh,

Sod: The heart possesses a capacity for devotion.
When devotion is withdrawn from YHWH, it does not
remain empty for long; it seeks another object to OIX| @t & 5N &3+ 7
receive what belongs to Him.



Energetic Flow

Forgetting - Turning -> Serving -> Bowing

What began in 29:17 as the turning of the heart has
now become visible worship.

Meaning

Notice the progression of Devarim 29. First the heart

turns (v. 17). Then the person convinces himself that he
will still have peace (v. 18). Eventually inward departure

becomes outward worship (v. 25). Torah therefore
treats the hidden direction of the heart seriously
because the heart eventually shapes the life.

Mussar

Ask periodically: What receives my deepest loyalty,
trust, time, fear, and desire? Our real objects of
devotion are revealed not merely by what we say we

worship but by what consistently governs our choices.

Verse 26

“Therefore the displeasure of YHWH burned against
this land, to bring on it every curse that is written in
this book.”

PaRDeS
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Peshat: Because Yisrael abandoned the covenant and

served other gods, the covenant curses described
earlier in Devarim came upon the land.

Remez: The judgment is “written.” It was not

unpredictable or arbitrary. YHWH had already warned

Yisrael concerning the consequences of covenant
rebellion.

Drash: Warning itself is an expression of mercy. YHWH

reveals consequences beforehand so that His people
may turn away from destructive paths before
experiencing them.

Sod: Torah reveals that actions possess consequences
built into covenant order. The outward collapse of the

land exposes an inward collapse that began when
Yisrael's loyalty shifted away from YHWH.

Energetic Flow

Warning - Choice - Consequence -» Recognition

Torah warns before judgment so that repentance can
interrupt the progression.

Meaning

The covenant curses should not be read merely as

threats. They function as boundary markers saying, “Do

not continue down this road.” The warning is severe

precisely because YHWH desires His people to choose

life rather than destruction. This prepares directly for
Devarim 30.
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Mussar

Do not despise correction simply because it is

uncomfortable. Sometimes the warning we least want to

hear is the mercy that keeps us from reaching the
consequence we least want to experience.

Verse 27

“And YHWH uprooted them from their land in
displeasure, and in wrath, and in great rage, and cast
them into another land, as it is today.”

PaRDeS

Peshat: Persistent covenant rebellion ultimately results
in exile. The people who were planted in the promised
land are uprooted and sent into another land.

Remez: “Uprooted” continues the agricultural imagery
of this chapter. Earlier there was a poisonous root (v.
17); now the nation itself is uprooted from the land.

Drash: What Yisrael permits to take root within
eventually affects whether Yisrael remains rooted in
the land. Inner covenant disorder produces outward
displacement.

Sod: The land and people are covenantally related.
Exile symbolizes rupture: a people called to dwell with
YHWH in His appointed place experiences
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displacement because it rejected the relationship o|0|& BEojsl= A E HESHY| W20 o LtA
giving the land its meaning.

Energetic Flow

Poisonous root - Bitter fruit - Covenant rupture -

. S3 el 5 2 Hoj 5 Aoko| THE 5 3
Uprooting

Ol 2| O|o|X|= &t i HE A deLCt

The chapter's imagery forms a powerful pattern: what oS £0 2010| Bua|L 2| £ 2 & 5H=X|7}

is allowed to root in the heart eventually determines
Z3 solM 290 A% el + AEXE

agg .

what remains rooted in life.

Meaning

Rl
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The language anticipates exile, but exile will not have O] §101= =& = O|=| 20jFX|2 =0l O

the final word. The very next chapter begins, “And it 9t Ol L|C} HIZ CS &2 **«0| 2 £ 2k
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shall be, when all these words come upon you...” and i " N
pony LA QsHof.+* 2 A|EFSL0] ORI H 2 S0t 21t

describes return to YHWH and restoration. Judgment =
uproots, but repentance opens the way toward 2|52 dYSL|CH MEES EOLYX| T 2|7 =
gathering and restoration. CIA| BTt 8|20 2 Jh= 212 9L|C},

Mussar

Pay attention to what you allow to become rooted
within you. Repeated thoughts become desires;
repeated desires shape choices; repeated choices form Ht&=|= Z
character; character eventually shapes the direction of BN A
life.

Verse 28

“The secret matters belong to YHWH our Elohim, but
what is revealed belongs to us and to our children
forever, to do all the Words of this Torah.” LIEF A2 |G| 2|2 22| Xt of|A|

“ZYE=O Xl Z42 22| Elohim OF||Hl £l oL}
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| AFE: Moshe = OFS|I7AIA 230 =41 A}

Peshat: Moshe distinguishes between what YHWH has | A|SFAl Z4S A EHSELIC, Yisrael 2 OF|7H| &=
kept hidden and what He has revealed. Yisrael is

ZERO{ Xl 40 Q10| Q1= Z{ 0| OfL| 2} T EH A
responsible not for hidden matters belonging to YHWH & %01 T 20 A0l = A0 ofzt A
but for obeying the Torah He has clearly revealed. = HS| A AISHA Torah O =3 A 0|

UG L L.

Remez: The verse places a boundary around human HH=: 0| 2 Q170 S 7|40 AA

=1 I_I_—

curiosity. There are mysteries belonging to YHWH,

A LICH OFIH| &2t 41H[ 7t Yl= gHEH
while revelation has been given for human
responsibility. RUZHo| A= M Z fIsH AIA7F FO{ RS LIC
catg: AA S X2 2| 2™ YL CH &

o
Drash: The purpose of revelation is explicitly practical: **«3HS}H| 524 &b7**  L|C}. Torah = Yisrael O|
“to do.” Torah was not revealed merely so that Yisrael
could possess information, debate mysteries, or

o
accumulate knowledge. Revelation calls for obedience. X|A1Z ZHSIEE F0{ Tl 40| Ot L|CL AA|
=52 27

Sod: Even Torah acknowledges mystery. The deepest E.:Torah AtM| = AlH| o] HHZ oL T}

a
wisdom is therefore not pretending to know everything OO0 2 71E 42 X|s|= BE S ot
but knowing the boundary between what YHWH has + .

RIS 7 b 7
concealed and what He has entrusted to human TZot= AO| OfL et OFIAIA &4l Zdat
beings. CIZHO| Al &7 41 A Atole] BAE Ot= A /LT
Energetic Flow
Hidden - YHWH | Revealed - Us - Children - AFOIT A > oFF | AIME A > 22| > X >
Doing sl st

A= Otg|2EE ot M|C N i)
Revelation flows from YHWH to one generation, AA= OFRll 2 7B 2 MITHOIA| 22171

through that generation to its children, and finallyinto  M|CHE Sol| AIHS0|AH ME L O L =F29|

obedient action. =02 LIEFLFL|CH



Meaning

This verse provides a remarkable conclusion to the
chapter. Devarim 29 began with all Yisrael standing

before YHWH and ends by defining their responsibility.

They do not need access to every divine mystery.

YHWH has already revealed what they need in order to

walk faithfully. The question is therefore not, “Do |

understand everything?” but “Am | doing what YHWH

has already revealed?”

Mussar

Do not allow what you do not understand to distract
you from what you already know to do. Some things

belong to YHWH. What He has clearly revealed belongs

to us—and revelation becomes fruitful when it
becomes obedience.

Ol 2 0| 0| =2t 222 ML
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